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A BU,L FOR 
1 An Act relating to the liability of dog owners. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 477 
H-3750 

1 J..mend Senate File 477 as passed by the Senate, 
2 as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 7, by inserting after the word 
4. I' 2.r': i~"a,l" the worc's "9'- C' • t' '1 . ~- -' - __ a_u~.!ns.a ao!';es_1E anIma to 
S ,e.~c;:e.?~" .---._-
6 2. Page 1, line B, by insertina after the word 
7 "E-erson," the words "or causes an ~utomobile 
8 ~ot.2Icycle or bicycle -iicc[dent' "·or-does· damag'-e t:o 
9 personal_prop_erty,". ~.-.----

H-3750 FILED APRIL 13, 1983 
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S.F. Vl H.F. 

/ 

1 Section 1. Section 351.28, Code 1983, is amended to vead 

2 as follows: J' 
3 351.28 LIABILITY FOR DAMAGES. The owner of aR~ ~ dOg7 

4 wHe~HeF-*~eeRsea-eF-~R*~eeRsea7 shall be liable to ~Re an 

5 injured party ~R~~Fea for all damages done by 9a~a the dog, 

6 when the dog is caught in the action of worrying, maiming, 

7 or killing a domestic animal, or the dog is attacking or 

8 attempting to bite a person, except when the party damaged 

9 is doing an unlawful act, directly contributing to 8d~a the 

10 inJury. This section sfta** does not apply to dRy damage done 

11 by a dog affected with hydrophobia unless the owner of e~eft 

12 the dog had reasonable grounds to know that SNeft the dog was 

13 afflicted with sa~a-ffidlaaY7 hydrophobia and by reasonable 

14 effort might have prevented the injury. 

15 EXPLANATION 

16 This bill would limit the potential liability of a dog 

17 owner by setting out only those damages which the dog owner 

18 may be liable for. 

19 This bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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• 

AN ACT 

REIJ\TING TO nlE LIABILITY OF DOG OWNERS. 

SENA'TK n r.~; In., 

BE 11' E::NACTI::D 8Y l1iJ.; GENERAL ASSKMBI~Y Ofo' TIlE ST,\TK 01:' IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 3!>1.28, Code 1983, is d!1lcnded to rea.d 

as follows: 

3~1.2a I.IABILl1l' FOH LlAMAGt:S. The O'Jn~l' of I!liHy ~, dog,. 

"'h@"'ftet<-~~f!et\luHi-6t'-""~ttlt!"f'ledf' shall be liabl~ to "Pie ~n 

.inJU1'C? party t-ftj~.f!'ft for <111 dan,ages. done hy In~1'I t.h~ dog, 

='.!!.(2" t.he .d~~~ C<llt9t2~_in tJt_O acL.iC?.!l.....QL .... ·().!:.I}'.i.~~':'.i.!"1l"inq! 

Of· kU.1.~..9:.......!._.~Otr.~s_l.~c an.~!'~.L.........2l"_ the.~ i~ atl~c.;:~_~ 

.~1,-t:mnptll}9 to b~_~£~·f.,('tl .. exe~pt. when the P,Hty da:naged 

is doing ,10 unla .... ful act. directly cont.tibut.ltlq to !Ic'1ut !:.t.l? 

tnJul."y_ This [leetion .,ha.ll dOt:~ not apply t.(, a."" d'lm~qe don~ 

by a dog affected with hydrophobia unless the o .... net of stll'!h 

the dog had re<)!;onable gt·ounds to know t.hat IHlek ~~e dog was 

- -
Sco<:!.t.e File 477, P. ;> 

,11flic:ted .... It.h 6t!1al1-Jlltt\tell'iY7 ~y_~.!:}~_bia <lnd by rC<lsonablc 

t:ffor"t ni<Jht have prevcmted the iOJlllY. 

HOBERT T. ANDERSON 

Pr~sidc"t of the Senat.e 

DONALD \). AVt;NSON 

Speakel of UIC House 

I hereby ct~rtify t.h",,- thi,!.l bill oriquhlted in U\C Sentlt~ and 

is Known as Senate fo-ile 4"'/, Seventiet.h Gen~t:(\l Aasemhly. 

Approved JJt~-tJ.-, 1983 

T!<:kNY f(. BkANS'fAD 

GovcnlOl 

K. MARJE -l'HAYl';R 

S('\ct"ct.<lry of tht': Senat.e 
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