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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to qualification and compensation of court 

2 interpreters. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

S-3234 
SEMTE FILE 292 

1 k~cnd Senate File 292 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1. by striking line 7 ;.nd inserting in lieu 
3 t;,e!"eof the words hbefore a court (or grand jury under". 

S-3234 FILED 
MARCH 15, 1983 
a~ ..5'/':1/7.3 (:jYb,,) 

BY ARTHUR A. SMALL, JR. 
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S.F. 'l.1~ H.F. 

1 section 1. Chapter 622A, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

2 the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. The supreme 

4 the Spanish speaking peoples 

court, after consultation wlth 

cOIT~ission and other appropriate 

5 departments, shall adopt rules govern~ng ~he qualifications 

6 and compensation of interpreters appearing 111 proceedings 

·7 before a court, grand jury, or administrative agency under 

8 this chapter. However, an administrative agency which is 

9 subject to chapter 17A may adopt rules differing from those 

10 of the supreme court govern1ng the qualifications and compensa-

11 tion of interpreters appearing in proceedings before that 

12 agency. 

13 Sec. 2. Chapter 622A, Code 1983, 1S amended by adding 

14 the following new section: 

15 NEW SECTION. A tape recording of the portion of pro-

16 ceedings where non-English testimony is given shall be made 

17 and maintained. 

18 Sec. 3. Chapter 622A, Code 1983, 1S amended by adding 

19 the following new section: 

20 NEW SECTION. Interpreters for legal proceedings shall 

21 utilize the simultaneous or consecutive method of interpreta-

22 tion. These methods direct the interpreter to repeat word 

23 for word (simultaneous) or sentence by sentence (consecutive) 

24 the testimony before the defendant or party and for the 

25 deliberative body. 

26 Sec. 4. Section 622A.4, Code 1983, 1S amended to read 

27 as follows: 

28 622A.4 FEE SET BY COURT. Every interpreter appointed 

29 by a court or administrative agency shall receive a reasonable 

30 fee for services rendered, the fees to be uniformly set by 

31 the court or administrative agency. 

32 EXPLANATION 

33 This bill provides for the supreme court, in cooperation 

34 with the Spanish speaking peoples commission and other appro-

35 priate departments, to adopt rules governing the qualifications 
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S.F. 0?2'~ H.F. 

1 of interpreters in legal proceedings. This bill also requires 

2 interpreters to utilize the simultaneous or consecutive method 

3 of interpretation. Further, the bill requires a tape recording 

4 to be made of all non-English testimony. Lastly, the bill 

5 provides for reasonable compensation according with uniformly 

6 set fees. 

7 This bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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SENATE 5 
MARCH 21, 1983 

SENATE FILE 292 
FISCAL NOTE 

REQUESTED BY SENATOR MANN 

In compliance with a written request there is hereby submitted a 
seal Note for Senate File 292 pursuant to Joint Rule 17. 

S~~~te File 292 provides for the supreme court, in cooperation with 
the Spanish speaking peoples co~~ission a~d other ap?ropriate depart­
ments, to a~opt rules gcverning the qualifications of interpreters in 
legal proceedings. This bill also requires interpreters to utilize 
the simulta~eous or consecutive method of interpretation. Further, 
the bill requires a t~pe recording to be made of all non-Er,glish 
test~rnonv. Lastlv, the bill provides that the compensation of inter­
p~eters be reasonable and uniform for services rendered. 

This bill is not expected to have a sigrificant fiscal effect 
u?on state revenues or eXgenditllres. ~~e supreme court administrator 
,.,j II be able to be a':Jle to absorb tc,e costs of the requiced 
~tl~e·-rnaking. There ~ay be some cost for interpreters in state admin­
is~rative proceedings, but no infor~ation is available on how often 
i~~erpreters a~e used in these proceedings. 

The tape recordings of court proceedings would be paid for out of 
the C01Jt-t cyp~~se funds of the CQUJ1ti2S. Int~rpret0r comp~nsation for 
court p:-occedinss \-lOuld also be paid for out of t::e court expense 
funcs 0: the counties. As t!1ese funds are currently paying for 
in~~rpreters. there would b~ additional cost only to the extent the 

'csQr.able and uniform fee exceeds current fee levp.!s. 

SOURCE: SUPREHE 
RECEIVED BY THE 

FILED: 
MARCH 18, 1983 

COURT ADMINISTRATOR 
SECRE~RY OF THE SENATE, MARCH 16, 1983 

BY LEGISLATIVE FISCAL BUREAU 
DENNIS C. PROUTY, DIRECTOR 
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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to qua1ifica~ions and compensation of cou=t 

2 iBter~t;eters. 
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SENATE FILE 292 
H-5519 

1 Amend Senate File 292 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 17 through 30. 

H-5519 FI~ED MA. RCH 8, 1984 
ii~ .i/.2£. (1' 1.2.,,20) 

BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
AND IJ\.W ENFORCEMENT 

5-5585 
TO SENATE FILE 292 

1 ~end Senate File 292 as amended, passed 
2 repr1nted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 17 through 

5-5585 FILED RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 
MARCH 28, 1984 vl.........,x: ,./~Jl.J.. #/~ (i/" I.;>,n) 

and 

30. 
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S.P. :'4f", H.F. 

1 Section 1. Chapter 6221\., Code 1983, is amended by adding 

2 the following new section: 
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Nf.W SeCTION. The supreme court, after consultation with 

the Spanish speaking peoples commission and other appropriate 

departments, shali adopt rules governing the qualifications 

and compensation of interpreters appearing in proceedings 

before a court or grand jury under this chapter. However, 

an administrative agency which is subject to chapter 17A ~ay 

adopt rules differing from those of the supreme court governing 

the aualifications and compensation of interpreters appearing 

in proceedings before that agency. 

Sec. 2. Chapter 622A, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

the following new section: 

NEW SECTION. I\. tape recording of the portion of pro­

ceedings where non-English testimony is given shall be made 

and maintained. 

J;[".i117 Sec. 3. Chapter 622A, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

18 the following new section: 

19. NEW SECTION. Interpreters for legal proceedings shall 

20 utilize the simultaneous or consecutive method of interpreta-

21 tion. These methods direct the interpreter to repeat word 

22 for word (simultaneous) or sentence by sentence (consecutive) 

23 the testimony before the defendant or party and for the 

24 deliberative body • 

.::-5/125 Sec. 4. Section 6222\..4, Code 1983, is amended to read 

26 as 

27 

28 by 

29 fee 

30 the 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

follows: 

622A.4 FEE SET RY COURT. Every interpreter appointed 

a court or administrative agency shall receive a reasonable 

for services rendered, the fees to be unif.ormly set by 

court or administrative agency. 
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AN hCr 

Rf,C,ATING TO QUt\UFICAr:;CH /\NO COU'£NSATION OF COUKI IN1F.R­

PRl-:Tf:RS. 

BE IT l::~ACll(> BY 'THE GF.Nl::RAI. A:.:>SF:MBl.'f OF THE:: STATE OF IO· .... A: 

secllon 1 t'hdpt~l' 622A. eoae }.'.I8). lS C1m~nded by ,1dduICJ 

Li(! follo ... ·il"J )Ht· ... :;~::Llon: 

NEW S~C'fl~N. The supreme coun., (ICter c<:n,;\;ltation w1th 

t.he Spc!.ni;;h spc'lkia\j pe0t:lcb corruf,ission ~nd other' ,1PPl"oplialc 

dt':pat'tmc;lt.8, t.h~.!l ildopt. fult:s qov~t'l\ifl'J U,e qual i:Jciltjot)!; 

and <.:onpenr"lt.loll of irlterpl'e~(':[s appearinq 1n p::oceedingf> 

r.e:ton~ a court. Ot" gUlnd Jury ur-del' t.hl$ clv.ptt~r. liowever, 

an "drninl~tl'Clt:;"~ ,1gcncy · .. hich i.s liubject to chapter 17/\ may 

adopt rules diffe.Clllg fro;'11 those of the !>upL"(.°l'le court (jov(':l:nil\g 

tho: qUdlJ.ficatimiG <,nd compen6atlQll of interpreters appeitring 

11': p,l"OCecdlogs befo:l'e th.!.t agency. 
Sec. 2. Ch,lptel' 62)A, (ode 198 J, ito i\lf,ended by <.ddi og 

th(~ {ollo",'lng ne .... tooectlon' 

• -
SE:n<1Le file 292. P. ? 

N.£IK Si\,::·qON. ;.. tdPc r~COr,iltlq (IE U1C portion of pz'o-

ceedings ""hen; oon-l::ng1 l<,h t.t!ntill'lony is given shdll be !i .. dc 

,Illd R'_clint'lined. 

-- -_. - -.--. 
R~)BF.Rl' 'T. ANDF.RSON 

President <)1" t.hE: Senate 

D0N1\LD D. A\'F.NSON 

Speoker of' th~ House 

I hereby certi1'y thell this r.ill origln<lt.ej in the sendte and 

1S kno .... n "'$ S(:oat.c I;~le 292, SevcntleU! GE:IH!l'<:!Il ;"sSt~::,bly. 
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