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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to gualification and compensation of court
2 interpreters,
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAYL, ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

SENATE FILE 292

§-3234

1l amend Senate File 292 as follows:
2 1. Page 1, by striking line 7 4nd inserting in lieu
3 thereof the words "before a court ¢r grand jury under"”.
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Section 1. Chapter 622A, Code 1983, is amended by adding

the following new section:
NEW SECTION. The supreme court, after consultation with

the Spanish speaking peoples commission and other appropriate
departments, shall adopt rules governing the qualifications
and compensation of interpreters appearing 1n proceedings
before a court, grand jury, or administrative agency under
this chapter. However, an administrative agency which 1is
subject to chapter 17A may adopt rules differing from those
of the supreme court governing the qualifications and compensa-
tion of interpreters appearing in proceedings before that
agency.

sec. 2. Chapter 622A, Code 1983, is amended by adding
the following new section:

NEW SECTION. A tape recording of the portion of pro-

ceedings where non-English testimony is given shall be made

and maintained.

Sec. 3. Chapter 622A, Code 1983, is amended by adding
the following new section:

NEW SECTION. Interpreters for legal proceedings shall

utilize the simultaneous or consecutive method of interpreta-
tion. These methods direct the interpreter to repeat word
for word (simultaneous) or sentence by sentence (consecutive)
the testimeny before the defendant or party and for the
deliberative body.

Sec. 4. Section 622A.4, Code 1983, is amended to read
as follows:

622A.4 FEE SET BY COURT. Every interpreter appointed
by a court or administrative agency shall receive a reasonable

fee for services rendered, the fees to be uniformly set by

the court or administrative agency.
EXPLANATION
This bill provides for the supreme court, in cooperation

with the Spanish speaking peoples commission and other appro-

priate departments, to adopt rules governing the qualifications .
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of interpreters in legal proceedings. This bill also requires
interpreters to utilize the simultaneous or consecutive method
of interpretation. Further, the bill requires a tape recording
to be made of all non-English testimony. Lastly, the bill
provides for reasonable compensation according with uniformly
set fees,

This bill takes effect July 1 feollowing its enactment.
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SENATE 5
MARCH 21, 1983

SENATE FILE 292
FISCAL NOTE
REQUESTED BY SENATOR MANN

In compliance with a written request there is hereby submitted a
scal Note for Senate File 292 pursuant to Joint Rule 17.

Seznate File 292 provides for the supreme court, in cooperation with
the Spanish speaking pesoples commission and other appropriate depart-~
ments, to adopt rules geverning the cuaiifications of interpreters in
lecal proceedings. This bill also requires interpreters to utilize
the simultarneous or consecutive method of interpretation. Further, |
the bill recuires a tzpe recording to be made of all non-Epglish
testimony. Lastly, the bill provides that the compersation af inter-
preters be reasonable and uniform for services rendered. ;

This bill is not expected to have a significant fiscal effect
upon stiate revenues or expenditures, The supreme court administrator
will be able to be anle to abscorb the costs of the required
rule-making. There rmay be some cost for interpreters in state admin-
istrative proceedings, but no information is available on how oiten
interpreters are used in these proceedings.

The tape recordings of court proceedincs would be paid for out of
the court expense funds of the counties., Interpretcr compenszation for
court proceedings would also be paid for out of the court expense
funcde of the counties. As these funds are currently pvaying for
interpreters, there would be additicnal cost only tc the extent the
‘2sorable and uniform fee exceeds current fee levels. .

SOURCE: SUPREME COURT ADMINISTRATOR
RECEIVED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE, MARCH 16, 1983

FILED: BY LEGISLATIVE FISCAL BUREAU
MARCH 18, 1983 DENNIS C. PROUTY, DIRECTOR
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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to qualifications and compensation of court : ‘

1
2 interpreters. |
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: |
“ |
5
6

W‘, SENATE FILE 292

N H~-5519

1 Amend Senate File 292 as amended, passed and
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows:
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 17 through 30.
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HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 292
S-3585
1 Amend Senate File 292 as amended, passed and
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows:
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 17 through 30.
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Section 1. Chapter 622A, Code 1983, is amended by adding
the following new section:

NFW SECTION. The supreme court, after consultation with

the Spanish speaking peoples commission and other appropriate
departments, shall adopt rules governing the qualifications
and compensation of interpreters appearing in proceedings
before a court or grand jury under this chapter. However,
an administrative agency which is subject to chapter 17A may
adopt rules differing from those of the supreme court governing
the gualifications and compensation of interpreters appearing
in proceedings before that agency.

Sec. 2. Chapter 622A, Code 1983, is amended by adding
the following new section:

NEW SECTION. A tape recordinglof the portion of pro-

ceedings where non-English testimony is given shall be made
and maintained.

Sec. 3. Chapter 622A, Code 1983, is amended by adding
the following new section:

NEW SECTION. Interpreters for legal proceedings shall

utilize the simultaneocus or consecutive method of interpreta-
tion. These methods direct the interpreter to repeat word
for word (simultaneous) or sentence by sentence (consecutive)
the testimony before the defendant or party and for the
deliberative body.

Sec. 4. Section 622A.4, Code 1983, is amended to read
as follows:

622A.4 FEE SET RY COURT, Every interpreter appointed
by a court or administrative agency shall receive a reasonable

fee for services rendered, the fees to be uniformlz set by

the court or administrative agency.
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SEMATE ¥FILE 292

AN ACT
RELATING IO QUALIFICATION AND CCMPENSATION OF COURT [NIFR-
PRETERS.

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE GFNERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF [OWA:

section L. Chaptar 623A, Code 1983, 15 amended by adding
tae following new s€ztlon:

NEE_§F§2iQN- The supreme court, after congultation with
the S$panish speaking peoples comrission @nd other approptiate
departments, shall adopt rules govelning the qualilications
and compensation of interpreters appearing it procaedings
pefore a court or grand jury under this chapter. Howevel
an admipiLstrative agency which ls subject to chapter 174 may
adopt rules differing f{rom those of the suproeme court governing
tha qudllficatioﬁﬁ and compensation of interpreters appearing
in proceedings vbefore that agency.

gac. 2. Chapter 627A, Code 1981, 16 amended by adding
the followlng new tection:

@

senate File 292, P. 2

NEW SROTION. & tape recording of Lhe portion of pro-

ceedings where non-Eanglish testimony is given shall be nade
and nmaintained.

ROBERT T. ANDERSON
vresident ot the Senate

DONALD D, AVENSON

Speasker of the {House

I nereby certify that this biil originated in the senate and
15 known d4s Senate Firle 292, Seventieth cencral Asserbly.

\ K. MAKIE THRAYEK

(r\ N ;2 secretary of the Scnate
spproved f%/?{i K ot . 1984
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Governor
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