
SrnaLt rilc 2222 

Local Govprnmenl: Poney. Chair: O'Kant> and Swearingen. 

SENATE FILE~E?~ 

BY COMMITTEE ON STATE 
GOVERNMENT 

(~~ .;,f:? 7 (/; ~-S '-. 

(FORMERLY SSE 2192) 

Passed Sena te, Date 3-,:1- 'il4~('''',» Passed House, Date.2' df{-&:~~./</oz) 
Vote: Ayes yo Nays " Vote: Ayes 97 Nays---,o:::.... __ _ 

Approved ~,/ /{ /95N (1 14-?'f' ) 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act allowing a city to redraw precinct lines when adopting 

2 a system which provides for election of council members 

3 from wards or when changing the number of council members 

4 who are elected from wards. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 49.8, Code Supplement 1983, is amended 

2 by adding the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. When a city is changing its form of govern-
4 ment from one which has council members elected at large to 
5 one which has council members elected from wards, or is 
6 changing its number of council members elected from wards, 

7 the city council may redraw the precinct boundaries in 

8 accordance with sections 49.3 and 49.5 to coincide with the 

9 new ward boundaries. 

10 EXPLANATION 

11 This bill applies to a city which is changing its form 

12 of government to one which has council members elected from 
13 wards or is changing the number of council members elected 
14 from wards. The bill allows the city to change its precincts 

15 to conform with the new ward boundaries. currently it is 

16 difficult for a city to meet United States constitutional 

17 popUlation equality standards when a city changes its ward 

18 lines without the city also being allowed to modify its 
19 precinct lines. 

20 The bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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AN ACT 

ALLOWING A CITY 1'0 i{EORAW I'RECINCr l.INES WHEN ADOPTING A SYS­

TEM WHICH PROVIDES FOR ELECTION or COUNCIL i'1£MijERS Fkmt 

WARDS OR 1o.1fRN CHANGING 'fHE NUMBRR Of COUNCIL H£r1Bf;HS I-flfO 

ARE ELECTED FROM WARDS. 

8E IT ENACTED BY TID: m:Uf::RAL ASSRMBLY 01- THF. STATE OF lOWA: 

SeC"tion 1. S~ct.lon 49 .Il, Cod~ Supplement 1983. is ,mended 

by ~dding the following ne .... Gubsect.ion: 

~t:~_S"UBS_EC1·J~. Wh~n 11 ciLy i.s changing 1ts fOt"D of qovcrn­

ll'Ient fro:n onp .... hictl has council rr"embet's c}pcted at l.H"qe t.o 

one · ... hich h<w counci 1 nc:T\hers elected from .... at'd!>. or 1$ 

ch<loq.lIHJ ita. nUF.'brr of council IIlctrbers elect.ed ft'om .... al'dR. 

the Clt.y council may redraw the pt"ccinct bound .. \t".i~s 1n 
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l1ccordanc~ wiLh tJections 49.3 and 49.~ t.O coincide ',nth the 
no..., ...,ard boundari~s. 
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l'l'csident of the Senate 
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Speaker of t.he House 
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is known as Sen~tc File J222, Sevent.ieth Gener,)l AH!>elllb1y. 

"'C'""~L' 1984 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

K. MARIE THAYER 

Secretary of t.he S{Onato 
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