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A BIlL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the definition of "best interest of the 

2 child" during dissolution 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL 
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ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA; 



s.p. :JII,> H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 598.1, Code 1983, IS amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 6. "Best interest of the child" incllldes, 

·1 but is not limited to, the opportunity for maximum continuolls 

5 physical and emotional contact possible with both parents, 

~ unless direct physical or significant emotional harm to the 

./ chi Id may resul t from this contact. Refusal by one parent 

8 to provide this opportunity without just cause shall be 

9 considered harmful to the best interest of the child. 

10 EXPLANATION 

11 This bill defines "best interest of the chIld" as used 

12 in dissolution proceedings. 

13 The bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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4 
28, 1984 

SENATE FILE 2163 

Amend Senate File 2163 as follows: 
1. page 1, by inserting after line 9 the following: 
"Sec. Section 598.41, subsections 1 and 2, 

4 Code 1983:-are amended to read as follows: 
5 1. The court, insofar as is reasonable and in 
6 the best ~Rtefe9t interests of the child, shall order 

the custody award, lnclud1ng liberal visitation rights 
" ,;here appropriate, which will assure a-Il\~"ef the child 
~ ffe~~eRt-aR6 the opoortunlty for the maximum continuing 

10 physical and emot1onal contact w1th both parents after 
1: the parents have separated or dissolved the marriage, 
12 unless direct hvsical harm or si nificant emotional 
l3 narm to the Ch1ld 1S 11 e_y to result from SUCh contact 
g 'wlth one parent, and Wh1Ch wlll encourage parents 
:5 to share the r1ghts and responsibilities of raising 
16 the chlld. The court shall consider the denial b 
:7 Q~e arent of the Ch1 d's 00 ortun1t or maX1mum 
l8 cont:nUln contact w1th teo ler arent, w1thout 
19 ,ust cause, a Sl nl lcant !.actor 1n etermln1n the 
20 proper custod¥ arrangement. UnJ.ess otherw1se or erect. 
2l by the court ln the custody decree, both parents shall 
22 have legal access to information concerning ~~e child, 
23 including but not limited to medical, educational 
24 and law enforcement records. 
25 2. On the application of either parent, the court 

'.1. 'shall consider granting joint custody in cases where 
\ ; the parents do not agree to joint custody. If the 

~8 court does not grant joint custody under this 
29 subsection, the court shall 9tate-~R-~t9-aee~9±eR 
30 tRe-feagen9-feF-aeRY~R§-;e~Rt-e~9t9ay cite clear and 
31 convincing evidence, l?ursuant to the factors 1n 
32 subsectIon 3, that J01nt custody 1S unreasonable 
33 and ~ot 1n the best lnterest of the Ch1ld to the 
34 extent that the Ie al custodlal relat1onsh1 between 
3S t e Ch1ld and a Earent SIOU d be seve~ed. Be are 
36 rul1ng upon the J01nt custody pet1t1on 1n these cases, 
37 the court may require the parties to participate in 
38 custody mediation counseling to determine whether 
39 joint custody is in the best interest of the child. 
40 The court may require the child's participation in 
41 the med1ation counseling insofar as the court 
42 determines the child's participation is advisable. 
43 The costs of custody mediation counseling shall 
44 be paid in full or in part by the parties and taxed 
45 as court costs. 
46 Sec. Section 598.41, subsection 3, unnumbered 
47 paragraph 1, Code 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
48 In considering what custody arrangement under 
49 e~~fief subsection ~-ef 2 lS in the best interests 
50 of tne minor child, the court shall consider the 
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1 following factors: 
2 Sec. . Section 598.41. Code 1983. is amended 
3 by adding the following new subsection before 
4 subsection 4 and renumbering the subsequent 
5 subsections: 
6 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Subsection 3 shall not apply 
7 when parents agree to joint custody. 
8 Sec. Section 598.41. subsection 4. Code 1983. 
9 is amended to read as follows: 

10 4. Joint legal custody does not require joint 
11 physlcal care. When the court determines such action 
12 would be in the child's best ~H~eFe9~ interests. 
13 physical care may be given to one joint custodlal 
1~ parent and not to the other. If one joint custodlal 
:5 Darent is awarded h sical care. the court shall hold 
16 that Darent res onslble for rovldln or t e best 
17 lnterests of the Chl d. However. physlcal care glven 
18 to one parent does not affect the other parent's 
19 rights and responsibilities as a legal custodian of 
20 the child. Rights and resyonsibilities as le9a1 
2: custodian of the Chlld lnc ude. but are not Ilmlted 
22 to. equal partlclpatlon in deC1Slons affectlng the 
23 Chlld's le al status. medlcal care. educatlon • 
24 extracurrlcular actlvltles. and re 19lOUS lnstruction. 

'25 Sec. NEW SECTION. 598.42 REMOVAL OF CHI LD 
26 FROM STATE--PENALTY. 
27 1. A parent with physical care custody of a child 
28 for which a court has awarded visitation or custody 
29 rights to a person other than the physical-care 
30 custodial parent. shall not remove that chlld from 
31 the state for ~he purpose of establishing a new 
32 permanent residence unless the physical-care custodial 
33 parent has given sixty days' prior written notice 
34 of intentlon to move to the court and all other persons 
35 having visitation or custody rights. 
36 2. A person to whom the court has awarded a vlsita-
37 tion or custody right may. within sixty days of 
38 notification of intention to remove the child from 
39 the state. petition the court for an order enjoining 
40 the physical-care custodial parent from removing 
41 the chlld from the state. The case shall be given 
42 calendar priority and handled expeditiously by th~ 
43 court. 
44 3. In an acticn to enjoin the removal of a child 
45 from the state. the physical-care custodial paLent 
46 has the burden of proving that the establisr ... :~.ent. of 
47 t~e ch~ld's permanent residence outside the state 
48 is i~ the best interest of the child. however. career 
4S adva3cement of the physical-care custodial parent 
50 i"cl:lding promotion. better employment opportunity . 

. ~ -, 



5-5160 
PAGE 3 

, or career training shall be considered as a factor 
2 in the best interest of the child. 
3 4. A physical-care custodial parent who does not 
4 provide sixty days' prior written notice of intention 
5 to remove a child from the state, and so removes the 
6 child to the detriment of another person's visitation 
7 or custody rights, is guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 
8 Sec. . The enactment of subsection 1 of section 
C, 598.41 constitutes a substantial change in 

10 circumstances authorizing a court to modify a child 
11 custody order pursuant to section 598.21 and chapter 
12 598A." 
13 2. Title page, by striking lines 1 and 2 and 
14 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "An Act 
15 relating to child custody." 
16 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

5-3160 FILED 
FEBRUARY 27, 1984 
c1.",,J.:;" "-' o.~ ,~0 t:j".:2 IS 

-- 3/> (-;1, ,,:>/ ) 
v 

BY CO~~ITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
DONALD V. DOYLE, CHAIR 

5-5213 , 
• Amend 
2 follows; 
3 • . By 
~ 1 i ne 7, 

2. By 

SENATE FILE 2163 

amendment S-5160 to Senate File 2163 as 

striklng page 2, line 25, through page 3, 

t:enumbering as necessary, 

5-5213 FILED & ADOPTED 
:·lARCH 5, 1984 (f'::;-;) 

BY TOM MAllIN, JR. 
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SENATE FILE 

BY HORN 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 5, 1984) 
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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to child custody. 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 2163 
H-5868 

I Amend amendment H-S708 to Senate File 2163 as 
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as 
3 follows: 
4 1_ Page 2, line 22, by inserting after the word 
5 "arrangement." the following: "The court shall also 
6 consider the court's determination that one parent 
7 has sacrificed, and cooperated significantly more 
8 than the other parent to provide an adequate and 
9 stable environment or is significantly more responsible 

10 for causin9 disintegration of the proper environment 
11 for the Chlld for reasons unrelated to the child's 
12 welfare in determining the proper custody arrangement." 
H-5868 FILED MARCH 27, 1984 BY WOODS of Polk 
{r&.-:: ~ '6 &~ 3.b%"" (if /"I/'f-,1 

SENATE FILE 2163 
H-5869 

1 Amend Senate File 2163 as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1- Page 1, line 25, b¥ inserting after the word 
4 "arrangement." the followln~: "The court shall also 
5 conslder the court's determInation that one parent 
6 has sacrIfIced, and cooperated Slgnlflcantly more 
7 than the other parent to provIde an adequate and 
8 stable environment or is slgnlflcantly more responsible 
9 for causlng dlslntegratlon of the aroper enVIronment 

10 for the chlla for reasons unrelate to the chIld's 
11 welfare In determlnlng the proper custody arrangement." 
H-5869 FILED MARCH 27, 1984 BY WOODS of Polk 
ct~ 3/.<d1/'ff4.) 



S • F. t I ,,~ H. F. 

1 Section 1. Section 598.1, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 6. "Best interest of the child" includes, 

4 but is not limited to, the opportunity for maximum continuous 

~~,5 physical and emotional contact possible with both parents, 

6 unless direct physical or significant emotional harm to the 

7 child may result from this contact. Refusal by one parent 

8 to provide this opportunity without just cause shall be 

'",' . 

9 considered harmful to the best interest of the child. 

Sec. 2. Section 598.41, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1983, 

11 are amended to read as follows: 
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1. The court, insofar as is reasonable and in the best 

~fi~e~es~ interests of the child, shall order the custody 

award, including liberal visitation rights where appropriate, 

which will assure a-ffiiAe~ the child ~~e~~eA~-aAa the 

opportunity for the maximum continuing physical and emotional 

contact with both parents after the parents have separated 

or dissolved the marriage, unless direct physical harm or 

significant emotional harm to the child is likely to result 

from such contact with one parent, and wh~ch witl encourage 

parents to share the rights and responsibilities of raising 

the child. The court shall consider the denial by one parent 

of the child's opportunity for maximum cont~nU1ng contact 

with the other parent, without Just cause, a s~gn~f~cant 
factor 1n determ1n1ng the proper custody arrangement. Unless 

otherwise ordered by the court in the custody decree, both 

parents shall have legal access to information concerning 

28 the child, including but not limited to medical, educational 

29 and law enforcement records. 

30 2. On the application of either parent, the court shall 

31 consider granting joint custody in cases where the parents 

32 do not agree to joint custody. If the court does not grant 

33 joint custody under this subsection, the court shall s~e~e 

34 ifi-i~s-aeei9iefi-~fie-~eageR9-€e~-aeRyiR9-je±R~-e~9~eay ~ 

35 clear and convincing evidence, pursuant to the factors in 
= 

-1-
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S.L Zl('~ H.F. 

1 subsection 3, that joint custody is unreasonable and not in 

2 the best interest of the child to the extent that the legal 

3 custodlai reiatlonship between the chlld and a parent shourd 

4 be severed. Before ruiing upon the joint custody petitlon 

5 in these cases, the court may require the parties to 

6 participate in custody mediation counseling to determine 

7 whether joint custody is in the best interest of the child. 

S The court may require the child's participation in the 

9 mediation counseling insofar as the court determines the 

10 child's partiCipation is advisable. 

11 The costs of custody mediation counseling shall be paid 

12 In full or in part by the parties and taxed as court costs. 

13 Sec. 3. Section 598.41, subsection 3, unnumbered paragraph 

14 1, Code 1983, is amended to read as follows: 

15 In considering what custody arrangement under e±~fte~ 

16 subsection ~-e~ 2 is in the best interests of the minor child, 

17 the court shall consider the following factors: 

18 Sec. 4. Section 598.41, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

19 the following new subsection before subsection 4 and 

20 renumbering the subsequent subsections: 

21 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Subsection 3 shall not apply when 

22 parents agree to jOlnt custody. 

23 Sec. 5. Section 598.41, subsection 4, Code 1983, is amended 

24 to read as follows: 

25 4~. __ ;J.o~i~n~t~_I;e~g;a.l~c.u.s.t;o;;d.y~d.o.e.s .. n~o;t .. r.e.q~u .. i.r.e~j.o.i.n.t~p .. h~y.s~i.c.a.l~ 
26 care. When the court determines such action would be in the 

27 child's best ±"~e~es~ interests, physical care may be given 

28 to one JOlnt custOdial parent and not to the other. If one
r 

29 joint custodial parent is awarded physical care, the court 

30 shaii hoid fhat parent responsible for provldlng tor the best 

31 lnterests of the child. However, physlcal care given to one 

32 parent does not affect the other parent's rights and 

33 responsibilities as a legal custodian of the child. Rights 

34 and responsibilities as legal custodian of the child include, 

35 but are not limited to, equal participation in deCisions 

-2-



S. F. t",~ H. F. 

1 affecting the child's legal status, medical care, education, 

2 extracurricular activities, and religious instruction. 

3 Sec. 6. The enactment of subsection 1 of section 598.41 

4 constitutes a substantial change in circumstances authorizing 

5 a court to modify a child custody order pursuant to section 

6 598.21 and chapter 598A. 
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PAGE FOUR, r·1ARCH 16, 1984 HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

_'708 SENATE FILE 2163 

1 Amend senate File 2163 as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page I, Ilne 5, by striking the word "contact" 
4 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "parental 
5 interaction and involvement". 
6 2. By striking page I, line 10 through page 3, 
7 line 2, and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
8 "Sec. 100. Section 598.41, Code 1983, is amended 
9 by striking the section and inserting in lieu thereof 

10 the following: 
!l 598.41 CUSTODY OF CHILDREN. 
12 1. The court shall order an award of custody, 
13 pursuant to the best interest of the child, which 
H will assure a minor child the maximum opportunity 
1S to continue the relationship which existed with each 
16 parent before the separation or dissolution of 
17 marriage. Unless demonstrated by clear and convincing 
18 evidence that such frequent and continuing contact 
19 and involvement with both parents after the parents 
20 have separated or dissolved the marriage is contrary 
21 to the best interest of the child, the custody award 
22 shall specify frequent and continuing care and contact 

_ 23 with both parents and preserve the rights and 
'_.. . responsibilities of each parent as legal custodian !. of the child. The custody award shall encourage the 

L6 parents to share the rights and responsibilities of 
27 raising and nurturing the child. 
28 2, Unless otherwise ordered by the court in the 
29 custody decree, both parents shall have legal access 
30 to information concerning the child, including but 
31 not limited to medical, educational, and law 
32 enforcement records. If the custody decree restricts 
33 the noncustodial parent's access to information 
34 concerning the child, the custodial parent shall 
35 deliver to each affected provider of information a 
36 certified copy of the restriction. The provider of 
37 information shall restrict access only if a certified 
38 copy has been so delivered. If the court subsequently 
39 orders modification or removal of the restriction, 
40 the noncustodial parent shall deliver to each affected 
41 provider of information a certified coPy of the order 
42 and the provider shall thereafter restr~ct access 
43 only as required under the order. 
44 3. On the application of either parent, the court 
45 shall consider granting joint custody in cases where 
46 the parents do not agree to joint custOdy. If the 
47 court does not grant joint custody under this 

_
48

b 
SUbsection, the court shall cite clear and convinclng 
evidence that joint custody is contrary to the best 
interest of the child. Before ruling upon the joint 

-1-
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1 Ct:stQdy pet:t:on in these cases, t~e court ~ay requi~e 
=: L:1e ~al."~leS to part.icipatei:1 a home study or :ned':atior:: 
- ~~~4rl~e:l~g to deter~ine whet~er JOl~t c~s:ody IS :n 
~ ~~~ ~est i~terest of the Chlld. The co~rt may requ:re 
'. ~hc child's Pd~Liclpa~lon i~ the home study or 
," 'r.ed:ation counsel1ng insofar as t.::e co;,:rt determH:es 
~ :ildt the chIld's partic1pation 1S advisable. 
o The costs of the home study or mediatIon counseling 
9 s:;al~ be paid in full or in part by the parties and 

10 taxed as court costs. 
11 4 When parents agree on a specific joint custody 
12 arrangement, the court shall order an award of custody 
13 Wh1Ch confirms that arrangement. The court shall 
:~ c8~s:der one oarent's unreasonable and obdurate 
15 ~e~:st.ance to· joint custody to be a factor which shal: 
_0 weigh ln favor of awarding physical care or sole 
17 ~ustodv to the other oarent. The court shall consider 
~a :Ile de~ial by one par~nt of the child's maximum 
:9 opportunity for continuous interaction and involvement 
2Cl "#>r "-h +- ..... e ~thp ...... p'rel'"'l-T- '/'t'h,",,,-r ";us~ ~a'u-e a .:..'~L,'-lL '..J"J._ .. d. ..... ~ ..... ,.,..i.. 'V~""j i.... ..... .:>, 

2: slgnliicant factor in determini~g ~he p~oper c~stody 
22 a::rangeme!1t. 
23 S. Joint legal custody does not require joint 
24 physical care. When the court determines such action 
25 would be 1n the best interest of the child, physical 
26 Ccire may be glven to one joint custodial parent and 
2; not to the other. However, physical care given to 
28 one parent does not affect the other parent's rights 
29 dnd respons1bi!ities as legal custodian of the ch:ld. 
3D ;Ights and responsibilities of the legal custodian 
3~ t!1cl~de, but are not limited to, equa: participat:.orl 
32 :n decisions affecting the Chlld!s iega~ status, 
33 medical care, education, out-of-school activities, 
34 ,nd religio~s or moral instruction. :f one JOInt 
35 :~stodial parent is awarded physical care, the court 
36 shall hold that parent responsible for allowing the 
37 ch:ld continuing physical and emotional involvement 
38 and interaction with the other parent. On the request 
39 of t.he nonprimary care parent, unless determined to 
4C be contrary to the best interest of the child, the 
41 court shall award at least one annual period of 
42 extended parental care to the nonprimary care parent. 
43 6. When the parent awarded custody or physica: 
44 ca~e of the child cannot act as custodian or caretake~ 
45 because the parent has died or has beer. jUdicially 
46 adjudged incompetent, the court shall award custody 
47 lrlcluding phys1cal care of the child to the surviv::.ng 
43 parent unless the court finds that such an award is 
49 :;ot :n the child's best interests." 
SO 3, Page 3, by strikinq lines 3 throuah 6 and 

• Illsertlng in lieu thereof the followIng: 
2 "Sec, . The enactment of sect10n lOO of thIS 
3 Act constItutes a substantial change 1n circumstances 
.; authorizIng a court to modify a child custody order 
S pursuant to sect10n 598.21 and chapter 598A when the 

'~ 6 custodIal parent is leaving the state with the ChIld V, h h <\, 4 ~ or: ~. en t. e nondcust~d1al l?arent requests a modification 
~\)' '.'" 0: ~.'le court or er tor JOint legal custody." , ~ 

,A ,,·',7J3 FIL:::D "'1i"'''Cll lS, 1984 BY CLARK of Cerro Gordo 
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lIN ACT 

RELAT Il\G 1'0 Cill i.I) CUS1vJ:JY. 

~t: IT U:,ACTE::D BY TIll: CFNER.,o\;" ,..,SSI::f<mS Of- l11F. ~~1'l\';,r: OF 10' ... ·,.,: 

S~ctlon 1 S("!c .... ion ~')8,1, Cod .... l'Hl3. 1!> .1n'C!i1ded by d;!dinq 

tile follow.ir:g ne· .. · sllhsectlon: 

m:~_ SUn~~F.C'f iS~' b. "Be!;t. inte.!est. of th~ ('1;11<1" include::-" 

b1lt. 1!; not. limited to. the oPPO)'tUr.lt.y foj,' rndXlmUIII contlfluoUt. 

phY!.>lcal <\lid cmotional cont.<'.ct. POS!;lhle wlth b(")t.I~ pal't'!;lts. 

IInleG::- dlt'{':Ct. ph~'!.'lcal Ol' sl<jnificur.t ",notil:onal h,Hn t.<. t.h~! 

~-=:Iild :'"I<ly t:(!!:>ult from this COOt'ilct R\lfuual by ()tl'.! "all'tlt 

t.o pn.Nlde this opportunity \.'lthou"t jU!;t Cilu!..e ~;.),lll be 

considered h,lrmfl..l! to the bl~;.;t jnt(!let't. of t.ht" chIld. 

Se::. 2. S..-:ctiotl 598,11. tHlb~;c:ct1Im~.> ;Hld 2. Cod.... 1 \l(U . 

are il,lIcnded t,0 I'cad itS followf.,; 

1, The COlin" :'U!;Ofilt' ,IS 1~ n!Cl!iOIHbl r: .:J.t\d 10 t.he b~!;t. 

+h"~t'e!''' int~~:e::;t.s of U,e c:li ld, !;,h.lll In'd~r t.ht: (:".If.t.O..)y 

a· ... ;Hd. ·~n::ludir.g 11ber,,1 Vlait,lt.iotl :!lqht.s wt)er~ illJprop!"I,lte. 

whlCh '.1111 llf.fa.re t\-II'_tt\9t' !.he ChIld h·t!Ef"H~l"I"-cH\ll .!J.:.:: 
~'port\I~lltY __ f2..L.tht~ rl,!xi,nl..lCl cOJlt11Hlinq phy.:::.2c'-l: <~!.!i....~_r_~()t1~!"I'1.1. 

conU\ct wi th both pi"ll'cntG aft.cJ' I..h~ pal'~ntti hiwe 5,:pcH'ated 

01' d1S! .• ,)lvcd tJ~(! n'"ll'l'lage, ut'.l.!.~a d.~t'ect 1!hy~ical ~I_~.m Ol 

1~.!:._g!}...!_Li,:~!._.~n_\C!tiooal _~Iilr:n !:-.~~ .ctnld :i£)l~e~_:r: -::'2_.rr:'~~.llt 
fl',?,!, ! .• uch __ contiKt w1.t,h :Joe _l'.':'.l'e!"!.!..:.. dnd '.-lInch ;,'ill t!nCo~H<'-<je 

p'11"E:ut~ t.o Shdl'e t.he light!; and n~t-'.p()n~"ll:.olllt,i(~s of r,li:,lIN 

t.he ;::hjld. !.!)t.' ::,:O\~!:.:.!.....:~!ldll <.:on!;id~r....!.t.I-::.":.~!:.n.~i!: __ £.:L_()nt:.'"~!,t'r~ 

:l.L. ~.he_£!ll ~:i' ~ op~or tuni t.Yn_f_?.r _ .... "d.~j..m\)m._ ~:0.!l!:. il.~.\11 "9 _.~.: .. 5::1! t. <lC_! 

"!Lt!! t}_ltL_ot.~le_l.:.........2.<l.!:c:nt~hout·_J\I:Lt:._~~_~(.·:. ~ ~ .!g;l~ fi\:<~r:t 

1 ,1C t.o L.!.!~. d~_te rn. i t.l1~~~!~_ P.1Y1-~~l·. _<':..!!.'2.~gdX ....::!L~ ",r.g~:!~\~)l.!:_'_ :Io ~ I'S::; 

otJuo.)"wise onj(!l'ed Py th~ courf. in the C.1~t.():~i' dp.cree, botL 

Pc.H'~r.tS sh(t~l h,),'lf~ 1P.q,11 acce!.'" to- inf():!m,lt1on t:o:lc~rt)lnq 

the dli:cl, 1u.:-ll.dlng bt:t n:H. lUllted t\) If 1:."<1 i Ce:.1 I , (.'dU~>1~.10C1al 

~Ild I (tw enf(I)'cement n:c<....t'dt>. 

- • 
Sen~t(~ Flit: 2161. P 2 

2. On t.he appllC2.t.lon cf l.'lt.tl~l' par'ent, tht! COUt't f.,hi\l~ 

<.:on8)(}(;1' ql'ant.loq jC)illt. c~~tody in (:a~~~ whcle the ;,arents 

(if) tl0t ,lgl'ee t.O JOint ('ustody. Itt )H: c.:u~H't. d,)e:.:; fWt. greln! 

jOllit cu::;t.ody unde1 • .. tar_ !".lIhs(.'ctlon, tIl(' court. shall "t~.,~ 

!-f\-""~- d.~", l'/'I.~U'l-P't'-. tH,:;eh~ -': ... " -8P."yt "'1- ;~. h" - .nHH."'fI~" c l_~,~ 

s.: 1 e ilr 'l.'.!d c~.nv i nc i I~Sl __ (2.Y_~~(.)nc~.! .. "pur f! \. ".:\ l~ th~_f~c~or s _ .. 1 Co 

~u~n,~s-:pon :), tl,l<! t.._J '->!-!}!-__ ..£!..:." t.ody i :!~I'~<I:"ol.I;~l.ole iHl'.!_!l2..!. . ...!.!! 
~Iw hp.~t. u)lf.:.r~!;t. 01, th~ _\"/)\ld 19 the, C~!~_)l t:1_'It._.~.:I)(: }(!9'~~. 

~~t(,dl".1 1,(!l<.I'-.i.~~I.!..:..:!~~jl t)t~t.w(':en U!.'!~D...!)J .tnd :11)i.H'cnt...£!..:()l11d 

be ::;t:y.~t·~~d Befon; nl1io<; \ipC!!: tht': Joint (:lll-.t,ody ~:et1':lo" 

In t.l'.ebe C'l~.'(~;" u,\: coult 11'<'<,/ r(':)llire tlh' ,,'dltl~!; ;,0 

P,)I·t.1C1I.:,~t'.! ltl f;llf,tody r)(:Jl<,,':,):")!"I COUtl!;~~~ing t.o determillt: 

I-ihcthel j:Htlt' Cli:.t.ody is 11\ tht"'! h(.,!;t l;",~t'\!:~t 01 tiw c)uld, 

':'hc COJ1'0,' m,~y )"(>(1'.;:lre th(.' chi I d' S P<lt'tl C'p,lt ::.on 10 t.b' 

1'"I(~Ul",t.lon C\l\1:lselinq In!.'of,lt' ,H~ th'.! C()lIt'l. ":ctenl'i~H:S U:~ 

chi Id'" 1~"",X'~l(";ip;.t )Oll 1:'; ""dvi~;\hlt!, 

Thc: cost!; cf cII~~.('dy .IIC.Jidt.IOIl ((!IHlaeljoq shotll ;.~ p,lid 

1I) filii ~)j i:1 pearf hy :,:It: p,l1tl~!; "1nd taxer! ,1S court C'),; f.,; 

;;,C(' , J, S!.·t:tl·~-O "·-jH,-11. SUO!,t.·Cl'.lO:) 3 .. I..In:IUld~,~t'\'ci P~'¥ll'itph 

1, Code I';d). clmen<it;!d to t'(:;Hi d!:- fo-Ilo'",!>: 

In (·0n~:lch':l.1nq wh<"t, (:Il~t(!d'j "lfclngl':lT.t!Jlt under ~-t\-,k~!' 

SUb!>e.ctl\1n i-~ .. , ? ~~, .1" t,h(: r.est 1IItel"(!f,t.:~ of UI~ IHllI)! d:lld. 

Ule GOUt'':", f,a.lll ::()U~~llh-l the foll()WHI<.j Ll('I\lI':~: 

;;I'C, 4 :-~~r;, lor ~19a 11, Code l'l!n. 1!; iln'"ndl':cl by addlnq 

tt.~ foll<.MltHJ tl~W :'>llh,:.r:ct,i<,n Lehne !;U'):->t~t:t1l.l" ,', ,lnd 

ll\UI.I").tlet )lIq th~ ~;llb!;~qll\:n~. suhsect ~')Ilf:" 

Nf:;h'.::;.1~1~~!:o;TI0N, ·1, :~ub!;~r:t,lon 3 tit),ll; ni)t dpply '~ht'!!) 

r;lI'el)~.:'; .:.l;J:''''~ f.(, )\))ot cu:;tody. 

f;p.c St:::t.~on ')"&.'1J. ~~Ilt...sei;T',I()t\ CO(!\' I 'ltD. i ~~ i)1II~"df"!d 

v. )"~,1(l ,\!. lO:}\);"'r,: 

" .I'))tlt. >'qdl i~~:;'-I)dy dot::.' ;)0: tt"quit·C! j(')ltlt J.'hY'~";'ll 

) , \~ . .... 'tE!(l U:e court, delet'n'_illes ~ji;h :lo::t.l:)11 '·:0\11:\ b\' 1:\ till' 

\'I'd 1<.:.' !.' het'.t. ,,""~tf!"" .!..~I.I.:.~:,~'r.!:.·u;, t!hYf;l<':dl '.:cll·t' :1I",y L(' 9lV(!fl 

'-,0 (It);; Jo:ut c..J:.'~()dl,.1 y ... l"l'.t. aI,,! t.\)t to t.~I~ :)":.hel : .. ~_ :lt~: 
l.g_ltlt ('~'~'l::_2~\t_~·,:)_~ _:_~._~l_~'d;'-:'~.:.! f'11"";I("i)I...E::~1'E.·. tb~>. (;(')I;:'t. 

! .. n~ 1I0Jd U:at 'p.:..t~:lIt. t'o:sF()n:.;)t~l:~ .~'l); f'1-'.'.::.!...:.!...!...t.l'1 IOl._...l!~I.'_~)~.·' 

1tltet'~'f,t\;_~)-,~~·}\1.~ lIowevc:; .. pJ~Y';I'~dl t:,I1'~ g~vel'. f.~. 0)1:\: 

(J) 

:n 
1\:1 
~ 

a> 
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parent does not affect the other parent's rights and 

responsibil1ties as a legal custodian of the child. Rights 

and responsIbilities as leqal custodian 0: the ~hild include, 

but are not limited to, equal participatIon 1n decisions 

affecting the child's legal status, medical_care, education, 

extracurricular ac~ivities, and religIous_instruction. 

Sec. 6. The enactment of subsection 1 of sect10n 598.41 

const.itutes a substantIal change 111 circumstances aut.horizing 

a court to modIfy a chlld custody order pursuant to section 

598.21 and cllapter 598A. 
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