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A BILL FOR 
1 An ~ct relating to the requirement that the court personally 

2 address a defendant when a plea of guilty to a serious 

3 misdemeanor is entered by, or on behalf of, a defendant. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 2035 
S-5046 

1 Amend Senate File 2035 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 6 and 7 and inserting 
3 ~n lieu thereof the words "without first aEl6.i'e!H!iR~ 
4 ~ae-Ele{eI'lElaR~-pel'SeIHl:l::l:y-aI'lEl determining that the". 
5 2. Page 1, line 23, by striking the word "their" 
6 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "the 
7 de fendant IS" • --

S-5046 FILED 
JANUARY 26, 1984 
tJM~ 1/:;0 (f .;IS",) 
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BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
Donald V. Doyle, Chair 

CPO-161?t 12!72 



1 Section 1. 

2 subsection b, 

Rule of criminal procedure 8, section 2, 
Iowa court rules, second edition, is amended 

3 to read as follows: 

4 b. PLEAS OF GUILTY. The court may refuse to accept a 

5 plea of guilty, and shall not accept 9~eB ~ plea of guilty 

6 to an aggravated misdemeanor or a felony without first ad-

7 dressing the defendant personally and determining that the 

8 plea is made voluntarily and intelligently and has a factual 
9 basis. 

10 Before accepting a plea of guilty to an aggravated mlS-
11 demeanor or a felony, the court must address the defendant 

12 personally in open court and inform the defendant of, and 

13 determine that the defendant understands, the following: 
14 (I) The nature of the charge to which the 'plea' is' offered. 

15 (2) The mandatory minimum punishment, if any, and the 

16 maximum possible punishment provided by the statute defining 

17 the offense to which the plea is offered. 

18 (3) That the defendant has the right to be tried by a 
19 jury, and at B~efi trial has the right to assistance of coun-

20 sel, the right to confront and cross-examine witnesses against 

21 fiim-BE-Ref the defendant, the right not to be compelled to 

22 incriminate fiimse±f-BF-Refse±f oneself, and the right to 

23 present witnesses in R~B-6f-Ref their own behalf and to have 

24 compulsory process in securing their attendance. 

25 (4) That if the defendant pleads guilty there will not 

26 be a further trial of any kind, so that by pleading guilty 

27 the defendant waives the right to a trial. 

28 The court may, ln its discretion, require the above pro-
29 cedures in a plea of guilty to a serious misdemeanor. 
30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill removes the requirement that the court shall 
32 personally address the defendant when a plea of guilty to 

33 a serious misdemeanor is entered by, or on behalf of, the 
34 defendant. 

35 This bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the requirement 

1 ~ iltv to a serious 

that the court Dersona11y 

2 
address a defendant when a p ea 0_ gu -

. b b half o~ a de:endant. 3 misdemeanor ~s entered y, or on e - ., 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

25 

SENATE FILE 2035 
H-S878 

1 Amend Senate File 2035 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, lines 9 and 10, by striking the words 
4 "to an aggravated misdemeanor or a felony". 
5 2. Page 1, line 27, by stnhng the word", 
6 require" and inserting in lieu thereof the woras "and 
7 wlth the approval of the defendant, waive". 
H-5878 FTLEDMARCH 27, 1984 BY ROSENBERG of Story 
r:;d~ ·'I.H· (1'. /-rr~) 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 2035 
5-5727 

l' Amend Senate File 2035 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3' 1. Page 1, lines 9 and 10, by striking the words 
4 "to an aggravated misdemeanor or a felony". 
5 2. Page I, line 27, by striking the word ", 
6 require" and inserting in lieu thereof the woras "and 
7 with the approval of the defendant, waive". 

S-5727 FILED 
APRIL 2, 1984 



1 Section 1. Rule of criminal procedure 8, section 2, 

2 subsection b, Iowa court rules, second eClition. is amender. 

3 to rear. as f.ollows: 

4 b. PLEAS OF GUILT~. The court may refuse to accept a 

5 plea o~ gl1iIty, and shall not accept 9~e~ ~ plea Qf Quilty 

6 wit~out first e~~res9iA@-~~e-~efeR~AR~-~e~geRa~~y-ftft~ 

7 determininq thAt the plea is made voluntarily and intelligently 

8 and has a ~actual basis. 

!~:~9 Before accepting a plea of guilty to an aggravated mis-

10 demeanor or a felonv, the court must address the defendant 

11 personally in open court and inform the defendant of, and 

12 determine that the defendant understandS, the following: 

13 (1) The nature of the charge to which the plea is offered. 

14 (2) The mandatory minimum punishment, if any, and the 

15 maximum possible punishment provided by the statute defining 

16 the o.l'fense to which the plea is offered. 

17 (3) That the Clefendant has the right to be tr.ied hy a 

18 jury, and at 9~eR trial has the right to assistance of coun-

19 sel, the riqht to confront ane cross-examine witnesses against 

20 p.~~-e~-Re~ the defendant, the right not to be compelled to 

21 incriminate p.tffige~f-e~-fte~se~f oneself, and t~e right to 

22 present witnesses in ~i9-e~-he~ the defendant's own hehalf 

7.3 anf. to have compulsory process in securing their attenda~ce. 

24 (4) That if the defendant pleads 9\lilty there will not 

25 be a further trial of any kind, so that by oleading Quilty 

26 the defendant waives the right to· a tria.l.. 

y.:'~27 The court may, in its discretion, require the above pro-

2R cedures in a plea of Quilty to a serious misdemeanor. 
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AN. ACT 

REr.hTI~G TO THE REQUlkSMF;f'll' 1mT THE COURT P&fl:SONALLY !..D­

DRESS A Df::FENDAlf1' wJUm A PLEA OF GUILTf TO 1\ SERIOUS 

:H SDEME1\NOR 1 S ENTERED BY, OR ON BEHAI,F OF. A DEFEN{),L.m'. 

SF-: IT Rl~A.Crro BY THR GF.NERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STAn: m' 10W,\: 

Section 1 Rule of criminal procedure a, sect jon 2, 

suosection b, Io .... a court rul(!s. second edition, is d.tr.l!nded 

to read as follo .... s: 
b. PLEAS OF GUILTY. The coul"t. may refuse to accept a 

plea of quilty. tmd shall not accept ~nl8~ ~ plea 9.L.s.':!U't!Y 
wi t.hou t fi r st. c}~tI"eI!lHi:R'!f-~,)\t~-eefeRdaf\t!;-",e.8eRdly-aJ\d 

determi.ni.ng that t.he pIe" is madt~ voluntal·i.ly and iotelligf:!otly 

and has a hctu~l basis. 

Before accepting a plea of qui! ty, the court must addt'es~ 

the defendant pel·sonally in open court and inform the defendant 

of, dnd determine that the defendant und(l:rstands, the 

{ollo..,ing: 

(1) The nature of the chargt~ to · ... hich the plea. is offt~ted. 

(2) The mandatary minim\.UTI punishment. if any. and the 

max,lmum possible punishment provided by the statute dcfinlng 

the offense to which the plea is offered. 

(3) That the d~fcndant ~las the l·iqht to be tried by is 

jury. and at. IHu!.R trial has the l·iqht to assistance of coun­

sel. the riqhL to confront and cross-examine witnesses dqajnst 

It!:f''I-8P-ftel' the de.fend~ant. the l·:i..qht not to be cotr,pelled to 

lllcriminate hi-I!IIeeH-et'-h.erRelf 2.!!e~self. and the right to 

present witnesses ill h;;ft-6!'-M.el' the .. dc~t:'1dant's own behalf 

and to have COltlPUlSOl:Y process in secul·ing their attendance. 

(4) That if the defendant pleadH guilty there .... i.ll not 

be a furthm· trial of any kind. GO that by pleadinq q'Jilty 

the defendant .... aive::; t.he ri9ht to a t.rid1. 
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Seodte File 20)5, P. 2 

:The ..£..0!~~~'..J...!:fi dl5cret;io~.....!...n.L\o1_~L~~_.~..£2!'_~al 

2..t....!..J}e defef~<!~.!!!:..L. wai.,!e t.hf!_~1)_~t::......£.!_o_cedul·~s in. ~k!._Q.! 
~_ to a_..§.£!:i:~ mi~g~~~nor '_ 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

J'rcsident ot t.he Senat.e 

OONALD I). AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I r.el'eby cel·tify that this Lit J origi.nated in the Senate and 

!s known as Senate File 2035. SE:ventieth Ceneral Assembly. 
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