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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to ownership rights to dies, molds, and forms. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOIvA: 
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S.F. :;'0'" II-F. 

1 section 1. NEW SECTION. DEFINITIONS. As used in this 

2 Act unless the context requires otherwise: 

3 1. "Customer" means a person who causes a molder to 

4 fabricate, cast, or otherwise make a die, mold, or form to 

5 be used for the manufacture of plastic products. 

6 2. "Molder" means a person, including but not limited 

7 to a tool or die maker, who fabricates, casts, or otherwise 

8 makes a die, mold, or form to be used for the manufacture 

9 of plastic products. 

10 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. RIGHTS TO DIE, MOLD, OR FORIllo 

11 1. In the absence of an 

12 customer has all rights and 

agreement to the contrary, the 

title to a die, mold, or form 

13 ~n the possession of the molder as provided in this section. 

14 2. If a customer does not claim possession from a molder 

IS of a die, mold, or form within three years following the last 

16 use of the die, mold, or form, all rights and ti Ue to the 

n die, mold, or form are 'cransferred to the molder for the 

18 purpose of destroying or disposing of the die .. mold, or form. 

19 3. The molder shall notify the customer by certified 
. , 

mall. 

20 sent to the customer's last known address at leas·t ninety 

21 days prlor to the transfer provided in subsecti.on 2. The 

22 r:otice shall i.ndicate that all rights and title to the die, 

to this " sec· .... lon. 23 mold, 

24 4. 

or form will be transferred pursuant 

If the customer does not respond in person or by mail 

25 withlll ninety days following the date the "etice was sent 

26 or does not make other contractual arrangements with tIle 

27 molder for storage of the die, mold, or form the rlghts and 

28 title of the customer to the die, mold, or form shall transfer 

29 to the molder. After a transfer has occurred the molder may 

30 destroy or otherwise dispose of the particular die, mold, 

31 or form as the molder's own property without liability to 

32 the customer. This section does not affect the right of the 

33 customer under federal patent or copyright law or a state 

34 or federal law relating to unfair competition. 

35 Sec. 3. The three-year waiting period provided in this 
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S.F. ~Ot>o? H.F. 

1 Act shall begin on the effectlve date of this Act in the case 

7. of dies, molds, and forms in the possession of the molder 

3 on the effective date of this Act. 

EXPLANATION 

S This bill provides that the 

6 form remains with the customer 

ownership of a die, mold, or 

for three years from the last 

7 use of the die, mold, or form. Thereafter unless the customer 

8 has made other arrangements with the molder the rights and 

9 title dre transferred to the molder. The molder is required 

10 to send notice to the customer at least ninety days prior 
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to any 
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transfer of rights and title. This bill takes effect 

following enactment. 
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AN ACT 

;{l::LAl I NG TO O .... 'NEkSlll r RI em's TO r: 1 KS. nOLl'S, ,.-.Nn FORMS. 

B1:: IT UlAcn:n BY nfE Gl1nmAL ASSErofBL'i or TIfE STATF: OF IO .... 'A: 

Sectlon I. HE .... ' S.~:~·rI.O:l. I>F.FINITIOIJS. As used in chu, 

,!\( mll~!>f~ the context. l'l!quires oUH!nuse: 

"Cust.ome.!" me<'U\s a person .... ho caUbt:!,; a molder t.O 

fdoricdtc, ca$L, 01' othct'""iHtl QI,dke a dic, lUold. or !'onn t.o 

ce u:;~d for the manufactur~ of pl(\stlC products. 

2. "t-Jolder" me,lns Cl pel'!:on, im;ludlng hUL 1I0t limited 

to a tool or die m"kc1. Io.·ho fabricater" C,lStS, or otlu.:n.'lLe 

:ntt!(l~b ~ die, :noId, 01 fotl;, to be used for t.tlc nanuf,*ct\i)"(~ 

of pli\stic products. 
S~:c. 2. NEW S~Cl'JO~. RIGHTS 'i'<l nn:. MOLD. OR FOkM, 

In lJw absence of ,1:1 i..HJL'E~e:TIent t.o t.he contl'cHy, tt:~ 

CtlSt.OJnC1 has all l'ights and title to <t die. mold. or form 

1n th~ posseiHiion of t.he molder as provided 11\ this section. 

2. If il custCJn£:t doe!; nol. cl.I.lOl possessIon from ,1 molder 

01 " dIe, mold, or for:n · ... it:lin t.h:c~: years followinq the last. 

use of thr: the, mold. or form, all l'ight" and tille to t.he 

dle. nold. or form are t.nmlii"erred to the moldeJ:' fOl the 

pm:pclie of desLl'oYlnq or disposing of th~ d1e. I,,-old, or forn. 

J. The molder shall not.lfy t.hE~ customf!r hy certified mail 

sent to the custo!ner'r, last. kno .... n address at le,lst nin~t.y 

diW:" priol' to t:h(~ 1:1'clnlitet· provid~ld In subsection 2. The 

notlce shall lndicate t.hat all right.s Clnd t,itle to t.he die, 

mvld. 01' torn · ... 111 be tranSfel'1'ed pursuant t.o this se<.:L.lOn. 

4. If the cllstomer does not. respond in pt!n~on or by I'l"il 

witlnn ninety days followinq Uw date the not-lee .... ar. SC'lnt. 

or does not. makt! otht'!r c:on'~ractual al'rcHlg~ments ...,i t.h the 

mo)d~r fOI' ~Jt.o:·dqe of t!'lP. d1e, mold. or torm the right,,, and 
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tit.le of thp. custoMer to the die, mold, or form shall tl',Ullifcl 

to the !folder, ,'ft.er c1 t.ransfer has occurred the molder may 

df>Jst.roy OJ' ot.he1""1s.e dispose of the p.lt"licuI4r die. mold, 

or form as the molde1"s o .... n properly without li.\bllity t.o 

t.he ::ustOIUt:1'. Thl!> sect.ion doe~ not affect the nght of t.hE! 

cu!:>t,:.)tr.er under federal patent Ot· copyright ld ..... or a state 

or fedel'al la· .. rel<'tting to unfair competition. 

Sec. 3. The tJlre:e-year wai ting put'lod pl'o\'ided 10 this 

Act Sh,11; begin on the t~(iect1ve d,ltC of t.his Act in the case 

of dlt~s, Q'.oids, ,md fon,ls in t.ht: p05sesB10n of the molder 

on the effective date of this Act.. 

ROBF:RT 1', ANDERSON 

Presidp.!)t of the: Senat.c 

DONAlD l.l, I\VEtlSON 

Sp(!a%t~r 01 the Jlouge 

I hel'p.by cet'llfy thdt this bi 11 :)nginated 1n the Senate dnd 

15 :.:no .... n a::.: Senat.(, File 2002. Sev~ntieth General Assembly. 
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