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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to reporting and investigation of exposure 

2 to chemical defoliants, herbicides, or other causative 

3 agents, including but not limited to agent orange and 

4 making an appropriation. 

S BE IT ENACTED BY THE GE::-.1ERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 

Sect_~on 1. NEW SECTiON. l.JS.i\.l As used .:..~ t.hl.s chcJ.pter 

2 ullleSB the context otherwl.se provides: 

3 1. ltAgent orange t
! lTieanS the herbic,~,de composed prlmati ,l~l 

4 of trichlorophenoxyacetic ~cld arId dlchlorophetluxyaceLlc aCId, 

S 2, "Veleran" meallS a pen;on who was a resident of Uns 

6 state at the t.ime of the person's induction into 'the armed 

7 forces of the uni ted States or '"ho is d resident of this I;tate 

8 July 1, 1983 and served ~n Vietnam, Cambodia, or Laos during 

9 the Vietnam Conflict. 

10 3. "Chemicals" means chemical defoliants, herbicides, 

11 or other causative agents, including but not limited to agent 

12 orange. 

13 4. "Department" means the state department of health. 

14 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 139A.2 CHEMICAL REPORT TO 

15 DEPARTMENT. A licensed physician pursuant to section 135.1, 

16 subsection 5, who treats a veteran the phys~cian believes 

17 may have been exposed to chemicals while serving in the armed 

18 forces of the United States shall submit a report indicating 

19 that information to the department at the request of the 

20 veteran pursuant to section 139A.3. 

21 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 139A.3 DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

22 The department shall: 
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l39A.2. 

of the 

a. 

Prov~de the forms for the reports required in section 

The report shall require the doctor to provide all 

following: 

Symptoms of the veteran which may be related to exposure 

to chemicals. 

b. Diagnosis of the veteran. 

c. Methods of treatment prescribed. 

2. Annually compile and evaluate the information submitted 

~n the reports pursuant to SUbsection 1, in conSUltation and 

32 cooperation with a certified medical toxicologist selected 

33 by the department. The department shall submit the report 

34 to the governor, general assembly, United States veterans' 

35 administration, and the state department of veterans affair's. 
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1 The report shall include current research data on the effects 

2 of exposure to chemicals, statistical information received 

3 from individual physicians' reports, and statistical 

4 information from the epIdemiological investigations pursuant 

5 to subsection 3. 

6 3. Conduct epidemiological investigations of veterans 

7 who have cancer or other medical problems or who have children 

8 born I"i th birth de fects associated with exposure to chemicals, 

9 in consultation and cooperation with a certified medical 

10 toxicologist selected by the department. The department shall 

11 obtain consent from a veteran before conducting the 

12 investIgations. 

13 The department shall cooperate with local and state agencies 

14 during the course of an investigation. 

15 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 139A.4 CONFIDENTIALITY--L1ABILITY 

16 PROVISIONS. The department shall not identify a veteran 

17 consenting to the epidemiological investigations pursuant 

18 
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to section 139A.3, subsection 3, unless the veteran consents 

to the release of identity. The statistical information 

compiled by the department pursuant to section 139A.3 is a 

public record. 

A licensed physician complying WIth this chapter IS not 

CIvilly or criminally liable for release of the required 

information. 

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 139A.5 ATTORNEY GENERAL POWERS. 

26 The attorney general may represent veterans who may have been 

27 injured because of contact with chemicals, in an action for 

28 release of information relating to exposure to such causative 

29 agents during military service and release of the veterans' 

30 medical records. 

31 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 139A.6 MEDICAL COOPERATIVE PROGRAM. 

32 The department and appropriate medical facilities at the state 

33 university of Iowa under the control of the state board of 

34 regents shall institute a cooperative program to: 

35 1. Refer veterans to appropriate state and federal agencles 
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1 ~o file claims to remedy medical and flnanclal problems caused 

2 by the veterans' exposure to chemlcals. 

3 2. Provide veterans with fat tIssue bIopsies, genetic 

4 coum;eling, fmd genetic screening upon £'equest of the licenspd 

S physician pursuant to section 139A.2. to determine if the 

6 veterans have suffered physical damage as a result of 

7 substantIal exposure to chemicals. 

8 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 139A.7 fEDERAL PROGRAM. If the 

9 commissioner of public health or the general assembly 

10. determines that an agency of the federal government or the 

11 state of Iowa is providing the referral and genetic services 

12 pursuant to section 139A.6. the commissioner or the general 

13 assembly by specific action may discontinue all or part of 

14 the services or requirements provided in this chapter. 

IS Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 139A.8 RULES. The department shall 

16 adopt rules 

17 Sec. 9. 

pursuant to chapter 17A to implement this chapter. 

NEW SECTION. 139A.9 APPROPRIATIONS. This chapter 

18 shall be implemented by the department each fiscal year that 

19 appropriations are made to the department for implementation 

20. of this chapter. 

21 Sec. 10.. There is appropriated from the general fund of 

22 the state for the fiscal year beginning July 1. 1983 and 

23 ending June 30.. 1984. to the state departmen-c of health the 

24 sum of forty thousand (40.000) dollars. or so much thereof 

25 as lS necessary. to be used for the implementation of chapter 

26 139A. 

27 EXPLANATION 

28 This bill requires a licensed physician to report exposure 

29 of certain veterans to chemical defoliants. herbicides. or 

30 other causative agents. including but not limited to agent 

31 orange. The department of health is required to compile the 

32 information from the physicians. conduct epidemiological 

33 investigations. and cooperate with the board of regents In 

34 instituting a cooperative program for referral services and 

35 genetic counseling for certain veterans. 
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1 The bill provides for immunity from liability for physicians 

2 comply~ng with the requIrements of reporting. The bill permits 

3 the attorney general to represent certain veterans to obtaIn 

4 certain information and medIcal records regarding to time 

5 spent 1n military serV1ce. 

6 The bill permits the commissioner of public health or the 

7 general assembly to discontinue to implement the chapter if 

8 the federal government or the state of Iowa provides referral 

9 and genetic counseling or if no approprIations are made for 
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the program. 

The bill creates a new chapter 139A and refers to sections 

in the new chapter. 

The bill appropriates $40,000 for the fiscal year begInnIng 

July 1, 1983 to the department of health for the 

investigations. 

The bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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AN ACT 

RELATING TO REPORTING AND INVESTIGATION OF EXPOSURE TO 

CHEMICAL DEFOLIANTS. HERBICIDES, OR OTHER CAUSATIVE 

AGENTS. INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO AGENT ORANGE AND 

MAKTNG AN APPROPRIATION. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE Gl::NERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE Of' lO'~A: 

Section 1. N'E"I!_ SECTION. 1391\.1 As used in this chapter 

unless the context ot.her\lisc provideo: 

1. "Agent Ol"anqe" means the herbicide composed primarily 

of Lrichlorophenoxyacetic acid and dichlorophenoxyacetic acid. 

2. "Vetera.n" rr.eans a person who \las a residant of this 

st.ate at. t.he tine of the person's induction i.nto the art"led 

forces of the United States or who is a resident of this state 

July 1, 1983 and served in Vietnam, Cambodia, or Laos during 

the Vietnam Conflict. 

3. "Chemi.cals" means chemical defoliants, herbicides, 

or other causat.ive agents. including but not limited to agent. 

orange. 

4. "Department" rr.eans the stat.e departc'lent of health. 

Sec. 2. NEW_SBCTION. 1391\.2 CHEMICAL REPORT TO 

DEPARTMENT. A licensed physician pu.rsuant. t.o section 135.1, 

9ubsect.ion S, who treats a vot.ct·an t.he physician believes 

may have been exposed to chemicals while serving in t.he alllled 

forces of the United States shall submit a report indicating 

that infonnation to the departJuent at the request of the 

vetet"a" rUl'suant to section 139A.3. 

Sec" 3. NHW.~BCTION. 139A.3 DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

The dcpa t'uno.::nt r.ha 11 : 

1. I'r:)Vidc t.he fortus for the reports required in section 

139A.2. The repo.rt shall requi.ru the doct.or to provide all 

of the following: 

• e 
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a. Symptoms of the vetet:an .... hich may be rclal-cd to cxposut"e 

to chelLlicals. 
b. Diagnosis of the veteran. 

c. Methods of treatlncnt prescribed. 

2. Annually compile and evaluate the inforrnatiotl submitted 
1n the reports pursuant to subsection 1. in consultation and 

coopet"ation wit.h a cert.ified medical toxicologist selected 

by the dep.Ht.ment. The departrn'!:nt shall submi t the repOl"t 

to the governor, general aSf;embly. Unit..cd States veterans' 

a<imini.!>lration. and the !.tate depart./t!.ent of veterans affilit's. 

The report sh,1.11 include current. research data on t.he effect.s 

of cxposut"e to chemicals, statistical infomation received 

from individual physicians' reportfl. and statistical 
information from the epidemiological investigations pursuant 

to subsection 3. 

3. Conduct epider."liological investigations of veterans 

.... ho have cancer or othel: medical problems or \tho have children 

bo.rn with birth defects associated wit.h exposure to chemicals, 

in consultation and cooperation with a cet'tified medical 

toxicologist selected by the depllrtJr:ent. The depa,:trncnt shall 

obtain consent from a veta,'an before conduct.ing the 

inves ti gations. 

The dep,at'tment shall cooperate with local and state aqencl.es 

during the course of an investigation. 

Sec. 4. }fBW SECTION. 1.39A.4 CONFIDENTIA.LIT'Y--LIABILIT'i 

PROVISIONS. The department shall not identify a veteran 

consenting to the epidemiological investigations pursuant 

to sectlon 139A.3, subsection 3, unless the veteran consents 

to the ~'elease of identity. The statistical infonnat.ion 

compiled by the department pursuant to section 139A.3 iR ~ 

public record. 

A licensed physician complying witll t.his chapter is not 

civilly at' criminally liable for l'elease of the required 

infotlllation. 
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Soc. !'. ~.EW SRCI.1.2~. j 39A. S ATTORNEY GENERAL J'OWl::RS. 

The at.toruey gencral may l:epn!Sent. veterans who (":lay have b~en 

injured because of cont.act. with chemicals. ill an <lctlon for 

release of information relating to exposure to such causatlV€'! 

agent.s during tni.litary service and release of the veterans' 

nedical records. 

Sec. G. tJ~!f. SECTION. 139A.6 MEDICAl. COOPERATIVE PROGRAM. 

The depat·t.ment. and approprlat.e Qledical facilit1es at the st.ate 

uni.versity of Io .... a under the contt'ol of t.he st.at.e board of 

regents sha.ll instit.ut.e a cooperati.ve pro gran to: 

1. Refer vet..crans to appropriate stat.e and federal agenCH!S 

to file claims to remedy medical and financial problems caused 

by t.hc vetel'ans' exposure to chemicals. 

2. Provide veterans with fat tissue biopsies, genetic 

counsel lng, .and genetiC screening upon request. of t.he licensed 

physician pursuant to section 139A.2. to determine if the 

veter:ans have suffered physical damage as a result of 

substantial exposure to chemicals. 

Sec. 7. ~w SECT[O~. l39A.7 ~~DERAL PROGRAM. If the 

commissioner of public health or the general assembly 

det.ermines that an agency of the federal government or the 

state of Io .... a is prov1ding the t·cferral and genet.ic services 

pursuant to section 139A.6. t.he commissioner or the <Jeneral 

assembly by specific action may discontinue all or pat·t. of 

the setvices or requirement.s provided in this chapter. 

Sec. 8. NEW SECT10~.. l39A.8 RULES. The department shall 

adopt rule~ pursuant. to chapter 17A to implement ~is chapter. 

Scc. 9. ~w SECTI0t!. 1391\.9 APPROPRIATIONS. This chapt.et 

shall be ic.plemcnt.ed by the depu·tment each fiscal ye.1,r t.hat 

appropriations are made to the department fot· inplocnentati.on 

of this chapt..er. 

Sec. 10. Thel'e is appropriat.ed from the general fund of 

the state for t.he fiscal yeat· beginnlng July 1, 1983 and 

ending June 30, 1984, t.o the stat.e department. of healt.h the 
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sun of fort.y thousand (10,000) dollars, or so ouch thcr'eof 

d!; 1S necessary, t.o be used for the in'pletr.entation of chapter 

139A. 
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