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1 An Act to prohibit the filing of school district reorganiza-

2 tion petitions with an area education agency within six 

3 months after the occurrence of certain conditions. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ___ H.F. ./77 

1 section 1. Section 275.12, sUbsection 1, Code 1983, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. A petition describing the boundaries, or accurately 

4 describing the area included therein by legal descriptions, 

5 of the proposed district, which boundaries or area described 

6 shall conform to plans developed or the petition shall request 

7 change of the plan, shall be filed with the area education 

8 agency administrator of the area education agency in which 

9 the greatest number of electors reside. However, the area 

10 education agency administrator shall not accept a petition 

11 if any of the school districts affected have approved the 

12 issuance of general obligation bonds at an election pursuant 

13 to section 296.6 during the preceding six-month period. S~eft 

14 The petition shall be signed by voters in each existing school 

15 district or portion affected eF-~eF~ieH-~fteFeef equal in 

16 number to at least twenty percent of the number of eligible 

17 voters or four hundred voters, whichever is the smaller number. 

18 School ai8~Fie~e district or portion affected ef-~ef~ieR 

19 ~Refeef-sfta~~-Be-aefiRea-~e-meaR-~Ra~ means the area to be 

20 included in the plan of the proposed new school district. 

21 Sec. 2. Section 275.17, Code 1983, is amended to read 

22 as follows: 

23 275.17 R~F+b+N6 FILING A PETITION. If an area education 

24 agency board does not approve the change in boundaries of 

25 school districts in accordance with a petition, aH-~aeR~~ea± 

26 another petition shall not be fefi~ea filed for a period of 

27 six months following the date of the hearing or the vote of 

28 the board, whichever is later. 

29 Sec. 3. Section 275.22, Code 1983, lS amended to read 

30 as follows: 

31 275.22 CANVASS AND RETURN. The precinct election officials 

32 shall count the ballots, and make return to and deposit the 

33 ballots with the county commissioner of elections, who shall 

34 enter the return of record in ft~S the commissioner'S office. 

35 The county commissioner of elections shall certify the results 
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1 of the election to the area education agency administrator. 
2 If the majority of the votes cast by the qualified electors 
3 are 1S 1n favor of the proposition, as provided in section 

4 275.20, a new school corporation shall be organized. If the 

5 malority of votes cast is opposed to the proposition, a new 

6 petition shall not be filed for at least six months from the 

7 date of the election. The area education agency administrator 

8 shall file a written description of the boundaries as provided 

9 in section 274.4. 
10 EXPLANATION 

11 This bill prohibits the filing of school reorganization 

12 petitions for six months after an area education agency board 

13 disapproves a change in boundaries designated in a petition 

14 and for six months after a reorganization election fails. 

15 It also prohibits an area education agency administrator from 

accepting a reorganization petition from a district that has 

approved the issuance of general obligation bonds at an 

election during the preceding six-month period. The bill 

takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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HOC;SE: FILE 477 
S-3557 
1 N~end House File 477 as 
2 1. Page l, 2.1:~e 26, ~Y 
3 petition" and ins~r~i:lg_t~ 
4 If a peti. tlon deScrl.blnO ""'6,e 

foll:)ws: 
stri.king the 
:ieu thereof 
identical or 

words "anot.her 
the words 
sim21ar 

5 boundarles". " ,. the word 
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HOUSE FILE 477 
S-3557 

1 Amend Bouse File 477 as 
2 1. Page 1, line 26, by 
3 petition" and inserting 1n 
4 "! petition describing the 
5 boundaries" 

follows: 
striking the 
lieu thereof 
identical or 

words "another 
the words 
similar 

6 2. Page 2, line 6, by inserting after the word 
7 "J?.£S:l..tioll" the words "describing the identical or 
8 slmllar boundaries". 
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AN ACT 

ro rFOHI8!T THK F1LlNG Of' SCHOOL DISTR!CT REOl(GANIZATIO~ Pf::­

TITIONS WITH !.N ARfA U)tJCATION AGEN('''Y WITIIIN S:X MONTHS 

AFTER THE OCCURRENcr; OF CERTAIN CONIJlTIO~l5. 

BR IT ENACTED 8Y TID: GRNERAL ASSl';MBLY OF THE STAT~ OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 275.12, l)ubsect.ion 1, Code 1983. ig 

amended to I:ca.d all follows; 

1. "petition describing t.he boundaries, ot' dccur,lt".cly 

describing the area included t.hp.n'!in by leg,ll descnptions. 

of the Pl"oposed dir;U"ict, which boundc'lrieiJ Ot" iu:ca dClOcribed 

5hcl!1 COnfOl"n t.o pldn!:;' developed or the pP.'t.ition shall request. 

change of t.he plan. shall te filed with Lhe area education 

agency aciminlstrdtoI" of the drc .. education a'1ency 1n .... hich 

tlH~ qn~at~st nUMber of electors ['(!side. Howev~~', .q~ dt'ea 
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~~u<;ation Q9~I!..O::.i'. ... .!drninis~:~.t.~.r. shall "!!'9~ .1lccep~.t"!!-~_C?!J: 

~ .. ?~ Lhe t;chool qistdcts !~.~fo::ct.ed hav~.oved the 

issuance 5'.L.ge'.!cr<tl obl i_g~t:.ion tonds. ~t an electi0.!!.....l?ursuant 

~I!.~.~tion 29&,6 durin<J the pre~_~din9 s~~:!!I~I""!.~.tL period. S .. ek 

!~ petltion shall be signcd by votel'S in each existing school 

distl".icL or portion affected tt.-}'Iel!'t..il!U\-tfte .. ~e~ equal in 

nwr·.bet to at least twent.y percent. 01:" the number of eliqible 

votel':'; or four hundred vot.en., whichp.ver is tile smaller nWTlbeI', 

School di8~t'ie:te dis~.r;~t or p\Ht.i.~ affected ~"-'6t'tteft 

:tker~~f-8fta.l-~e-d8ftRe~- .. e-M6aft-~ka~ means the arc a to be 

included in the plan of the proposed ne .... school district. 

Sec. 2. 

as t"ollolo's: 

Sectlon Z·lt..17, Codp. 1983,1'> amf'!oded to 1'ead 

275.17 kSFi-biNG 1-·1I.,n~g A PErI l' lON. I f an ct1"en education 

agency OOflrd does not appl'ove the clvmge in boundar i.es of 

school di.!;tl·icts in .\ccordnncc .... it.h <II peti.tion, Kt\-t-4f'!ft~j,8e.. 

::! petition de!;c.Li.b.~f).g ... the ldf>~I!~~.<::!-!l oJ.' uilln 1 a!. .. b.ol.lndaries 

nhall not:. be t'ehleft fiJed [01 a period of SIX months follo .... ing 

tht: d"t~ of t.he he<lrinq or Ute vote of the board, .... hichevcl 

1S l.lter, 

Sec. 3. SecLion 27~.22, Code 1983, is ant:nded to rcad 

,H~ foll o ... ·s; 
7."5.22 CANVASS ANiJ RETURN. The precinct election offlcials 

Sh.ll.l count the ballots, an~. make ret.urn t.o and deposit the 

ballotB Io'ith thp. count.y conUTIissionel' of elections, who nhall 

cntet· U:e t"E:tU1"n of )"~(;ord in h.,1\ .t.~e .-=olM'is!>ioner·~. office. 

th~ county (;ot""llllissionet· of electiona. !.>hall cet·tify t.he results 

ot the election to t.he are~l education agency adsuilll!;trator, 

l.f the majcl."i ty ot t.he. vot.es cast. by Lhe quali iied electors 

Ilt'e ~ in favo)" of Ule propo!~i tion, as providcd in ucction 

27!.>.20, a new school corporat.ion shall be orqanized. !L.tt:!£ 
~<l)or~t..:r .. !?f. \'ot.es...i:.~st is . .opposed t.o the p)"~~.~.~~~on~ .'" ne .... 

e.eLition deSClihJn9 t.~!e id!,r!.~.!,C;.<!..!...2L.~j..!f..:.ilat" boul\~~£!!.1!> sha1~ 

!:\.£t .. ~~. f.~ 1. "~_~2 . .t.: .~ t .1 ea~ t .. six months from th.C! .4ate o!... t.he 

f..lec~.;2.1) ... The ,nea education agency ddt ... inist!"atot· shidl flle 

J: 
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~ ..... ..... 
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a written description of the boundaries as provided in section 

274.4. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

1S known as House File 477, Seventieth General Assembly. 

Approved 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

JOSEPH O'HERN 

Chief Clerk of the House 
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