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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to exempt from registration fees and issue official 
2 registration plates for any official vehicle leased for 

3 a period of sixty days or more by a governmental body. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOUSE FILE 444 
FISCAL NOTE 

REQUESTED BY REPRESENTATIVE COREY 

In compliance with a written request received February 7, 1983, 
there is hereby sub!llitted a Fiscal Note for House File 444 pursuant 
to Joint Rule 17. Background information used in deVeloping this 
Fiscal Note is available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau, to 
members of the Legislature upon request. 

House File 444 allows the state department of transportation to issue 
official plates without payment of registration fees for vehicles 
which are leased for a period of sixty days or more by a governmental 
body. This bill takes effect July 1 following enactment. 

Approximately 40,000 official cars are currently registered and of 
these, 4,000 are leased cars being used for official purposes with 
regular regis~ration. The annual average registration fee is $45. 
The revenue loss would be $180,000 to the Road Use Tax Fund. 

The county and city portions of the Road 
would also be proportionately lower. At 
leased vehicles will realize a reduction 
income deduction for registrations fees. 
will be passed on to the lessee of these 

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Use Tax Fund distribution 
the same time, owners of the 
in outlays equal to the RUFT 
Hopefully, these savings 

official vehicles. 
(450D, 83-167, TAF) 

FILED MARC,! 18, 1983 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
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S.F. H.F. 444 

1 section 1. Section 321.19, subsection 1, code 1983, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 
3 1. All vehicles owned or leased for a period of sixty 

4 days or more by the government and used in the transaction 

5 of official business by the representatives of foreign ~ewe~s 

6 goverr~ents or by officers, boards, or departments of the 
7 government of the united States, and by the state ef-lawa, 
8 counties, municipalities and other political subdivisions 
9 of ~eVe~RmeR~ the state including vehicles used by an urban 

10 transit company operated by a municipality and a~eR self-

11 propelling vehicles as-afe used neither for the conveyance 

12 of persons for hire, pleasure, or business nor for the 

13 transportation of freight other than those used by an urban 

14 transit company operated by a municipality, and all fire 
15 trucks, providing they are not owned and operated for a 

16 pecuniary profit, are Re¥eBY exempted from the payment of 
17 the fees !,oR imposed by this chapter ~i'eBe¥~BeEl, except as 
18 provided for urban transit companies in subsection 2, but 

19 BRa~~ are not Be exempt from the penalties ReFe~R provided 

20 in this chapter. The department shall furniSh, on application, 

21 free of charge, distinguishing plates for vehicles thus 

22 exempted, which plates except plates on Iowa highway safety 

23 patrol vehicles shall bear the word "official," and the 

24 department shall keep a separate record. Registration plates 
25 issued for Iowa highway safety patrol vehicles, except unmarked 

26 patrol vehicles, shall bear two red stars on a yellow 
27 background, one before and one following the registration 

28 number on the plate which registration number shall be the 

29 officer's badge number. Registration plates issued for a 
30 county sheriff's patrol vehicles shall display one seven 

31 pointed gold star on a green background followed by the letter 

32 "5" and the call number of the vehicle. Pi'e ... ~EleEl-~Ra~ However, 

33 the director of general services or the director of 

34 transportation may order the issuance of regular registration 
35 plates, for any SHeR exempted vehicle, used by peace officers 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 ln the enforcement of the law and persons enforcing chapLer 

2 204 and other laws relating to controlled substances. For 

3 purposes of sale of exempted venicles eHeffl~te6-as-AeFe~R 

4 iR6~eatee, the exempted governmental body, upon the sale of 

5 the Exempted vehicle, may issue for in-transit purposes a 

6 pastc;board card bearing the words "Vehicle in Transit," the 

7 name of the official body from which the vehicle was purchased, 

8 together with the date of the purchase plainly marked in 

9 ffl~R~~a~-9f at least one-inch letters, and other information 

10 which may be required by the department. The in-transit card 

11 shall be valid for use only within forty-eight hours after 

12 the purchase date as indicated on the bill of sale which shall 

13 be carried by the driver. 

14 EXPLANATION 

15 The bill allows the state department of transportation 

16 to issue official plates without payment of registration fees 

17 for vehicles which are leased for a period of sixty days or 

18 more by a governmental body. The bill takes effect July 1 

19 following enactment. 
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AN ACT 

TO EXf.:MI'T !lROr-: REGISTRATION FEES AND ISStW OFFICIAl. REGISTRA­

TION PI.ATES YOR ANY OFFICIAl. VI::HICLF. LEASED FOR A PERIOI) 

or S 1 XT'i DAYS OR HORE BY A GOVt:Rut1f:Nl'AL BODY. 

BE. IT Bt."ACTED BY TIIR GENERAL ASSf::MCLY or THE STATE OF lO\o,'A: 

Section ). Sect.ion J21.1<), subsection I, Code 1')83. 1S 

ametl<Jed t.o .read an follow::,: 

1. All vehicle!> c .. med 9.1 )pa!le9. f~"period of ::>i.xt.;.i:: 

~.aY~ .. Q!.....!"Ion!. by the g()Ven~ent. aud used in t.hp. t.nmsact.1on 

of 01"'::iC1.)} bU!Jine~s by the t"epl'esentCl:tivcs of fOl'cign ,,&W~,,~ 

govc.r~1:l:'.~p.nlu 01 by (jfhccn;, boards. 01' depat"tmcntf; of the 

govcn:rnellt of t.hp. Unitcd States, and by the IiUlt.e &4:-i~wa, 

counties. tr.lIni(""lp<ll~tle:.; c)t,d othel" p_ollt!~:~~ sUbdivisioOiJ 

of ~8Yfu·fUtleft~ the .. B:!.ate inc}udillg vehicles used by an I1rbatl 

tr.1nsit company opet:dted by a municl.p"dit.y and fHtf!R !;elf­

propelllnq vehiclel\ d8-"l'~ used neit.het tOl t.he conveyance 
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of pct'!;ons f01 hit"e, pleasur-e. or hUf;)neS$ nOlO for the 

t.ransport.ation of tn~ight. ot11el' t.h(\1\ thOf,C used by <In urban 

trclnslt. company opel"atcd by i\ muniClpality, and all flre 

t.rucK$, pl.'ovl.ding t.hey ,UP. not o .... ned and operat~d for C\ 

pecunial:Y profit, dre fte.~"y exempted frO)II the payment. of 

the fees lo" ~9_S_~~X th i!j. Ch.'.lptCl: 't'I'Hle,;.)ted. except. as 

pr:ovided Jot' \H."ban tr;uwit comp.lnieb in subsection 2, but 

I'IAu11 ~r!: liot Be exempt f1'om t.he penaltip.$ hepej,pt pt"ovided 

.!.!.!. t)~~s ch~'p'.t;.~!:. The dcpll.l"tment sh<lll fut'nish, on applicat.lolL 

frep. of chal'9~, dist.inguishinq plates fOI' vehicleG. thus 

exempted, which pldtes except vl.ll.tes on Io .... a, hilJh· ... a.y safety 

patrol vehicles 8h,,11 be.H· the ,",orc! "official," and thp 

<lepal·t..Inent 3hail k~ep h !,epal'ate recol·d. Regil:it-ration plates 

lS!iued f('t 1m,,'tt high ... ·ay s,lfety pat-tvl veb~clt!s, except unrnat·ic.ed 

pat-rol vehicles, shall bt:lU' two red st.Hl> on <l yello .... 

bdckground, one before and one follo .... ing the rC9'istration 

tmmber on the plate .... hi.ch registration number 8h'lll be t.he 

officer'li ba<1ge tmmbpt". RegistraLion I)lates issued f01" a 

COlmt}' sheriff's p.)trol vchlcles shall display one seven 

p01llted gold star on a green backgt'otmd follo .... ed by the letter 

"5" and the call numher of th~ vehicle. P"e",.fted-\:.)tat Howeve~' l 

the di~'ector of gcneral scrvices or' the director of 

tnlt)iiport.atlon :nay o~'dcr the issuance of t·p.q\ll",r regist.l:ation 

plat~s, fOl' any e\tek cxernpt.cd vehiclc, l1sed by peace offi.cel"!J 

in thp. enfon:mnent of the 1.1..., and persotHJ t:flforcing chapt.et· 

21)4 ,)nd ot.her laws relating to controlled subst.al~ces. For 

put'poses of sale of ~xem.p.ted vehicle!J ~,.eJIII,~ed-lll!l-hel'ei," 

.H!jt~H'te4i, the eXE:lllpt.ed governmental body, upon the sal.e of 

t.he ~x:empted v(!"(lic)c, fC<'lIj' i13f~Ue rOl' In-t.la.nsit PU1'p0l'-eS .1 

pa~~tehoard card bearing the .... ord::; "Vehicle in 'fl·anl>.it," the 

na:ne of th/.! off).cial body frorn ... hich the vehicle was pun:hased, 

t,oqethE!l' wi th the d,lt.e of the purch'ls(~ plainly ma.rkeQ in 

ftI.",,:I-!'II8t-e{ at le-,:""1...~ one-inch let.tel·s, and othel" infor.mat.1on 

wtHch rray be requil"ed by toP. depD.z:tment. The lti-tl'anslt (;<It"d 

shall oe v"lid for us~ only .... ith1l1 foct.y-elght hours after 

:I: 
:-n .. 
t 



House File 444, P. 3 

the purchase date as indicated on the bill of sale which shall 

be carried by the driver. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

I hereby cert1fy that this bill originated in the House and 

lS known as House File 444, Seventieth General Assembly. 

Approved 

,~ 
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TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

JOSEPH O'HERN 

Chief Clerk of the House 
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