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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to legalize proceedings of the city council of the 

2 city of La ?orte City relating to the letting of certain 

3 contracts. 
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S.F. H.F. 4.37 

1 WHEREAS, the city council of the city of La Porte City 

2 undertook to renovate its city hall after removal of its 

3 library from the premises into a new building; and 
4 WHEREAS, the city council proceeded to contact local 

5 contractors to obtain oral bids on the cost of the renovation 

6 and the bids received indicated that the cost of the project 

7 would be less than twenty thousand dollars; and 

8 WHEREAS, on the basis of the estimates received, the city 

9 council proceeded with the project; and 

10 WHEREAS, after proceeding with the renovation project, 

11 it was determined that the entire heating system had to be 

12 replaced and considerable additional plumbing work was needed 
13 which costs had not been included in the original estimates; 
14 and 

15 WHEREAS, the costs of the renovation of the city offices 

16 will be in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars and violate 

17 section 384.96 of the Code requiring the use of sealed bids 

18 for projects costing in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars; 
19 and 

20 WHEREAS, some doubt has arlsen as to the validity of the 

21 contracts executed between the city council of the city of 

22 La Porte City and certain contractors for the renovation of 

23 the city offices and those acts and contracts should be 

24 legalized and the matter once and for all be put to rest; 

25 NOW THEREFORE, 

26 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

27 section 1. That all proceedings taken by the city council 

28 of the city of La Porte City pertaining to the letting of 

29 contracts for the renovation of city offices where the city 

30 failed to comply with section 384.96 of the Code are validated, 

31 legalized, and confirmed and are valid, legal, and binding 

32 contracts for the renovation of city offices. 

33 EXPLANATION 

34 The bill legalizes certain contracts let by the city council 

35 of La Porte City for the renovation of city offices. The 
36 bill takes effect July 1 following enactment. 
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HOUSE FILl:: 437 

Ah' ACT 

TO LEGALIZE P:-<OCEEDIN::iS OF THE Cl1"'Y COU}/ClL or THE CITY OF 1.1'. 

PORtE CITY REI...Al'lNG 1'0 TIlE LETTING OF CERTAIN CONTRACTS. 

"-liKRKAS, t.he ci.Ly council of the Clty of La Pon.~e City 

undet·took to renovate :its city hall aftor rer.'lov,ll of its 

librtlry fro;tl t.he premiBcs into a ne .... building; <md 

WHEki:AS, the ci ty counci 1 proceeded t.o COtltClCt local 

cant.t·actors to ontain oral Lids on tim cost. of the renovation 

and the bids received indicated that the cost of the pl:oject 

·."ould be le:~s thMI twenty thou!land dollars; and 

WHEREAS, on tile Ddsis of t.he elOtirnates l' .... ceivt·d, the city 

council proceedE:d wit.h t.he project; and 

'I"IHEkI::AS, ,lfter proce..,d1n9 ""'1 til the nmovation prOJect:., 

it "",l!) det.~!:rninod that the entlre hedting ('y:.;tcn, (lad to be 

r"'r;·laced and c:cn:.;iderablc ,ldditional plumbing .... orK was needed 

·."hlCh CO!.ts had not been included in the ol'iqinal estlmatcs; 

and 

WHEREAS, the COats of the renovation oC the city offices 

will be 1n excess of t .... enty-five t.housclnd dollars alld violate 

!.lect:.)on 381.96 of t.he Code l"eq\~irl.ng t.he usc of ::~ealed bids 

fOl" projects costin9 in cxce!.s of t .... p.nty-five tJlOusi\nd oJ011ars; 

and 

\iHF:RH,\S, .. orne doubt halO ari!.en aB to the validlty of the 

conll'act:!> executed bet .... een the cit} council of Uw Clty of 

1.<1 Porte City <HId cert.ain contl'actors fOl' the ronovatlon of 

the Cl ty offices and Ulo~e ,1Ct.S and contracts should be 

leqal izt'!d arid t.he mattet· once dnd fot" all he put t.o real; 

l>'OW 1"Ht::REfOkE, 

Bi; 11' F.~IACn:D UY THE GENERAL ASSEHBIS OF TIm STATE; Of' 10 ..... A: 

• 
House File 437, P. 1 

Section 1. That <111 proceeding!.> tdken by the city council 

of t.hc Clty of La Port.e City pertaining t.o the let.ting of 

contract!> for the reno· .. atlon of C'lty offices ..... hcf·e the city 

fdil~d to comply ',lith section 384.96 of the Code are validated, 

l~galized, and c:onfit'ned clnd are valid, legal, and binding 

cont.t·acts fot· t.he l'enovlttion of city offices. 

DONALD n. AVENSON 

Speak~l' of the House 

ROBRI~T T. ANDERSON 

President of the senate 

I hereby (";~rtify t.hat t_hi:.:> bill ori(~l1nated in t.he House and 

18 :':nown az; :louse FIle 437, Seventieth General Assembly. 
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TERRY E. BkANS-rAf) 

GO\'CHlOt. 

JOSEPU O'HEkN 

Chlef' Clerk of t.he House 
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