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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the use of polygraph examinations as a 

condition of employment and providing a penalty. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 



S.F. H.F. 37 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. POLYGP~PH EXAMINATION PROHIBITED . 

. ; .. ,.2 An employer shall !lot r'equire an applicant for employment 

1 or a current employee to take il pol ygraph examinatJ.on as a 

'., 

4 conditIon ot employment. An employer who requIres a polygraph 

:, exam1nat.ion as a condition of employment 1S gU1lty of a simple 

'·6 misdemeanor. 

7 EXPLANATION 

8 This bill prohibits an employer from requiring a polygraph 

9 examlnation as a condition of employment or as a condition 

10 of continued employment of a current employee. Violation 

11 of the section is a simple misdemeanor. This bill takes 

12 effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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fi- 3 310 
1 

tlVUO:>L t"J.L,t; J/ 

2 
Amend House File 37 a$ follows: 

3 
1. Page 1, line 2, by ins~rting after the word 

"emploYli\ent" the words: "or prospective employment". 

BY 

H-3310 FILED MARCH 18, 1983 

HANDORF of Marshall 
LAGESCHULTE of Bremer 
STUELAND of Clinton 
PELLETT of Cass IJI-I/Y ._,,('1/7.3 (;- 0+2.) 

HOUSE FILE 37 
H-3311 
1 
2 

Amend House File 37 as fo110\-/s: 
1. Page 1, by inserting after line 6, the following 

new section: 3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

"Sec. 2. No err.p10yer shall request any person to take 
such an examination without first advising the person 
in writing at the tine the examination is to be 
administered of the rrohibition contained in section 1."" 

BY HANDORF of Marshall 
LAGESCHULTE of Bremer 

H-3311 FILED MARCH 18, 1983 
!<~ J/.. f (If 8<"4) HOUSE FILE 

STUELAND of Clinton 
PELLETT of Cass 

37 
H-3319 

1 Amend the amendment H-3301, to House File 37, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 6 and 7 and inserting 
4 in lieu thereof the following: "dealing with peace 
5 officers and corrections officers in its employ or 
6 with a person applying for employment as a peace 
7 officer or corrections officer."" 

H-3319 FILED MARCH 
WITHDRAI.,N (if :>''1-.» 

H-3320 

21, 1983 BY SPEAR of Lee 

HOUSE FILE 37 

1 Amend House File 37 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 6, by inserting after the word 
3 "misdemeanor." the words "This section does not apply 
L to an applicant or employee who has or will have 
5 access to confid",nt:lal in[(,1;,.-.ation of an employer 
6 the knowledge of which WO~10 give a competit?r a . 
7 competitive advant.age ()\fer the employer. ThlS scctlOIl 
8 also does not apply to an applicant or employee who 
9 has as a primary job responsibility the receipt and 

~o dlsbursement of money_" 

H-3320 FILED ~~RCH 21, 1983 BY BENNETT of Ida 
MOTION TO SUSPEND RULES LOST (j> Y,(4) 

H-3324 
HOUSE FILE 37 

1 Amend the amendment H-3301, to HOUse File 37, as 
2 follows: 

3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 6 and 7 and inserting 
4 in lieu thereOf the following: "in the process of 
5 selecting a candidate for employment as a peace officer 
6 or a corrections officer.H" 

H-3324 FILED ~ARCH 21, 1983 
ADOPTED (1 )(<:I.J) 

BY BRAMMER of Linn 



HOUSE FILE 37 
H-3301 

1 
2 

~~end House File 37 as follows: 
L Page 1, by inserting after line 6 the follm"ing 

3 ne\\1 sec tion : 
<: "Sec. 2. The rrovisions of section 1 do not apply to 
5 the state or a political subdivision of the state when 
6 dealing with police officers in its employ or with 
7 persons applying to be employed as police officers ..... 

H-3301 FILED MARCH 18 1983 BY SCHNEKLOTH of Scott 
~ l7 33.:-1 ) J<'.. ..... ..;oh,/E.3 (,1' Z<j..3) 

HOUSE FILE 37 
H-3300 

1 Amend House File 37 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1, the following 
3 new section: 
4 "Section 1. For the purposes of this chapter "polygraph" 
5 mea~s any m<;chanical or electrical instrument or device of 
6 any type used or allegedly used to exa~ine, ~est or 
7 question individuals for the purpose of determining 
8 truthfulness."" 

H-3300 FILED MARCH 18, 1983 
)~.£ ..l/.<r/P(11 "f':» 

BY SCHNEKLOTH of Scott 

HOUSE FILE 37 
H-3302 

1 
2 
3 
.: 
5 
6 
7 

Arnend Hou3e F i.le 37 as follO\.:s: 
~ ~. ?ag~ 1. line 2,.by striking the words "An employer 

~.~a_l not Cl~d 1nsert1ng in lieu thereof the fol10\-line-: 
1\0 p0J:son sna 11" . :J 

2. Page 1, line 4, by 5triking t!1e \"ords "An 
emp!oyer" and inserting in lieu thereof the fol10\"ing: 
!fA person u

• 

H-3302; FILED MARCH 18, 1983 BY SCHNEKLOTH of Scott 
??/~ <.3/""]/(1 Y4;J..) 

H- 330 3 

1 

HOUSE FILE 37 

iunend House F~le 37 <IS follo:./s : 
PaGe 1 "oe 5 b' . 

or ...... m:)lo',·f":">o~ .... 10 ~·n~~·f 1" '. Y .l.!)C"~C?~tl:1S after tr:c \-"ord 
~ ~ .J i;I~I...... 1..... 0 Ov"lnc' .- . .,. ,. . 

in a~y ~anner ;~ c : . ,J: o~ ~l~~~sses or disciplines 
d~';· . . .. r.JpJ.oyee tor faJ.l.l.ng, refusing or 
~'--_lnlOa to S"b-lt to 0 ., 

-' ... I" r ... a.~0 C! ~olygraph exa.minc1tiOi1". 

2 

5 

~~3!OJ .~ILED MARCH 18, 1983 BY HALVORSON of Clayton 
• 7:(;."f/ ,'7/-'1 (, '; <f 2 ) 

HOUSe: FILE 37 
H- .1304 
1 AITlBlld Housc File 37 ilS t0110'. . .'s: 
2 1. Page 1. by adding after li:le 6 h 
3 new section: ' tl~ following 
t, 

5 
Ii 

"s 2 . ec. . Tne pr-o!1itibio:1 of sec!.;ion 1 does no'" 
apply to the federal gover~rnent or a~v agency t!.nrLeo F or tl'c sta- . _ 1. ..~ -

. cC gove1n".ent or: any ageClc'I 0'" local ~u'l)d;v'~' 7 .... hereo.:-· 1 l' \- ........ .) ... 1...>10:') 
L, . J l.nc L:(!lng '-Jut not limiteci, to cO:Jntics, cities, 

8 dlstrlcts, bOdrds and commisSions. '''' 
H,...-330!,/ FILED MARCH 18. 1983 BY HALVORSON of Clayton 
(Ad-<4- <OI'/~ I (1 ~ -f..' ) 



H-3347 
1 
2 
3 

H- 3 34 7 

H-3365 

HOUSE FILE 37 

F ILED MJl.~CH 22, 1983 

HOUSE FILE 37 

1 Amend Rouse File 37 as follows: 

.,:![t.er LilL: 

2 1. By inserting after line 6 the following: 
3 "Sec. 2. Section 1 does not apply to the st.at.e 
4 or a political SUbdivision of the state when in the 
5 process of selecting a candidate for employment as 
6 a peace officer or corrections officer. This section 
7 expires June 30, 1985." 

H-3365 FILED MARCH 24, 1983 BY BRAMMER of Linn 



,b/ ,;; /.., tJo,...,Jr t4C~/ 
JSf. FILE 37 P. f',v..- <1-/7/7.3 

·Labor & indw.tna! P.elat~onr. (I-lit. 7 ) HOUSE FILE 37 Colton. Cha:r 
Slatfr 

BY JOCHUM 

(As Amended and Pas5e~ by the J!ouse) 

~Passed House, Date 4-/f-'!_"I,(.IiP) Passed Senate, Date LI-//- 3.!J(;tII[Z) 

,. 

Vote: Ayes '1 Nays ..(f Vote: Ayes ';<7 Nays /7 

Approved ?l2~ 4, /9n I{ /~'.iI 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the use of polygraph examinations as a 

2 condition of employment and providing a penalty. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOUSE FILE 37 
5-3469 

1 Amend House File 37 as amended, passed, and 
. 2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 16 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. . section 2 shall not apply to the state 
6 or a political Subdivision of the state when in the 
7 process of selecting a candidate for employment as 
8 a peace officer." 

5-3469 FILED 
APRIL 8, 1983 
tA.~ /.f!/ /1'3 if· if?<.J 

BY COMl'UTTEE ON LABOR AND 
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
TED ANDERSON, CHAIR 

HOUSE FILE 37 
5-3489 

1 Amend House File 37 as amended, passed and reprinted 
2 by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 9 through 16 and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "examination 
5 as a condition of employment is guilty of a simple 
6 misdemeanor." 
7 2. By renumbering as 
5-3489 FILED & ADOPTED 
APRIL 11, 1983 (Ii/In) 

necessary. 
BY MILO COLTON 

TOM SLATER 

b-----.,.-,-------------- ------
25 

CPB·16200 2/7J 



S.P. H.F • .3 7 

4 individuals for the purpose of determining truthfulness. 

, 5 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. POLYGRAPH EXA1-!INATION PROHIBITED. 

6 An employer shall not require an applicant for employment 

7 or a current employee to take a polygraph examination as a 

8 condition of employment. An employer who requires a polygraph 

9 examination as a condition of employment or dismisses or 

10 disciplines in any manner an employee for failing, refusing 

11 or declining to submit to or take a polygraph examination 

12 ~s guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 

13 Sec. 3. No employer shall request any person to take such 

14 an examination without first advising the person in writing 

15 at the time the examination is to be administered of the 

16 prohibition contained in section 2. 
:~.',~-";> 
- " 17 

---

H-3713 
1 Amend House File 37 as amended, passed and reprinted 
2 by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page I, by striking lines 9 through 16 and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "examination 
5 as a condition of employment is guilty of a simple 
6 misdemeanor." 
7 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 16 the 
8 following: 
9 "Sec. • Section 2 shall not apply to the state 

10 or a political subdivision of the state when in the 
11 process of selecting a candidate for employment as 
12 a peace officer." 
13 3. By renumbering 

H-37l3 FILED APRIL 13, 

34 

35 

as necessary. 
1983 RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 

IJ~ ~~ 'I'h/%J (1-/3 ';'7) 
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BOUSE FI LE 37 

AN ;\CT 

Rt::LATING TO THE USE OF POLYGRAPH EXAMINAT10NS AS A CONDITIOll 

or t::Mrr.OYMF.NT AND PROVIDING A P£NA~TY. 

I~F. IT ENACT!::!) BY THE GENERAL ASSRMBI,,( OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SecluHt 1. For the purposes of this chapter "polygcllph" 

Qlcans ,.IlY mechanical or: electrical instrunent 0[' device of 

any type used or alledgedly used to examine. test or question 

individuals for the puq.'ose of deternining truthfulnelOs. 

Sec. 2. NE'~ SECTION. l'0LYGRAPil EXhMlNATION PROHIBITED. 

An employer !lhall not. require an ",ppliG~mt for t:mploi'mcnt. 

Ot' a currcllt employee to tdke a polygraph eXilmin,ltlon ell'> ,1 

condit.ion of emplorment, An employer ""ho t'equlres a polygraph 

eXdr.lndtlon as a condition of t"!mployrnent l!l guilty of C\ simple 

'lIi.sder,ellnol· . 

• 
flouse file 31. P. 2 

St:C. 3. Sect.ion 2 shedl not ,lpply to the st,1.t.e or ~ 

lJo1 it.leal $ubdivision of the st.aU! whp.n in t.hc pcocca.s of 

selecting a c;,lndidi.lte fOl" (!mployment Ci::> i) peace officer. 

DON,\!.)) O. AVRNSON 

Sped<er of the HOI1$c 

lWBEHT T. ANlJEl<SON 

President 01' the St!n.lte 

I hCl'eby c:et"tify that t.his hill. ol"igU .. llcd in the House and 

.in KJlOWn as HOUf~e Fi Ie J'). Seventleth Gent~r'll Assembly. 

~a~~, AppnlVcd _. 

TERRY R. BRANS"tAl.) 

GoVernOl 

JOSf':PIl () I BRRN 

Chief Clerk ot the House 
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