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(For~erly Study Bill 116) 
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9; Nays D" Vote: Ayes 7'1 Nays....:::5",,-__ Vote: Ayes 

A p P r ov ed_?Jn.L£o'""*Y~"-""C""'('-'/-"Z'-"1'-'3~----

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to lncrease the jurisdictional amount of small claims 

2 court to two thousand dollars and to increase the small 

3 claims docket fee. 

t. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE S'rATE OF' IOWA: 

HOUSE FILE 315 
H-3220 

1 Amend Rouse File 315 as fOllows: 
2 1. ,Page 1, by inserting after line 23 the 

followlng: 3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

"Sec. 4. All small claims docket fees collected 
b~fthe,county and remitted to the state prior to the 
~o ~~t!~~i~~~e of this Act are legalized and declared 

H-3220 FILED MARCH 4, 1983 

.:r ~ .J /" Iff"J ~ ',.2 3 

BY VARN of Johnson 
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S.F. H.F . .315 

1 Section 1. Section 631.1, subsection 1, Code 1983, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The following actions or claims are small claims and 

4 shall be commenced, heard and determined as prov1ded in this 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

chapter: 

A civil 

controversy 

of interest 

Sec. 2. 

to read as 

action for a money judgment where the amount in 

is eRe two thousand dollars or less, exclusive 

and costs. 

section 631.6, sUbsection 1, Code 1983, 1S amended 

follows: 

11 1. The docket fee for a small claims action is e~~ftE ten 

12 dOllars. Other fees imposed for small claims shall be the 

13 same as those required in regular actions in district court~ 

14 four dOllars of the fee shall remain in the county treasury 

15 for the use of the county and SlX dollars of the fee shall 

16 be paid into the state treasury. 

17 Sec. 3. section 631.6, unnumbered paragraph 6, Code 1983, 

18 is amended to read as follOWS: 

19 All fees and costs, other than docket fees, collected in 

20 small claims actions shall be remitted to the county treasurer 

21 as provided in section e96~~6 331.705, subsection 4. The 

22 fee specified in subsection 4 shall be remitted to the 

23 secretary of state. 

24 EXPLANATION 

25 This bill increases the jurisdictional amount of small 

26 claims courts from one thousand to two thousand dollars, 

27 increases the docket fee, and provides for its distribution. 

28 This bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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SEVENTIETH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
1983 REGULAR SESSION 

DAILY 

HOUSE CLIP SHEET 
FRIDAY, MARCil 4, 1983 

HOUSE FILE 315 
FISCAL NOTE 

REQUES-:;"ED BY REPRESE.''I'ATIVE JAY 

In compliance with a written request receiveo February 24, 1983, 
there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for House File 315 pursuant to 
Joint Rule 17. Background information used in developing this Fiscal 
Note is available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau, to ~embers of 
the Legislature upon request. 

House File 315 increases the jurisdictional amount of small ~laims courts from one 
thousand to two thousand rlollars, increases the docket fee, and provides for its 
distribution. The current docket fee is eight dollars. four dollars of this fee 
remains in the county treasury and four dollars is paid into the state treasury. 
This bill w111 increase the docket fee to ten dollars with six dollars of the fee 
paid to the state treasury. 

Approximately 75,000 small claims were filed in 1982. Increasing the jurisdictional 
amount could generate an average of 3,500 additional claims • 

• he current fee for claims over $1,000 is $25, of which the state receives $21. 
Approximately 1,500 claims were filed last year in the $1,000 to $2,000 range. 
Raising the jurisdictional a~ount would cause a loss to the state of $17 per claim. 
(Subtracting the $4 fee the state currently receives from the $8 fee.) 

Using the 75,000 claims that were filed in 1982 and the estimate of 3,500 additional 
claims, the following table shows the effect of raising the jurisdictional amount 
and the docket fee. 

D Claims (state share) Amount Generated 

Current Claims Under $ 1,000 
$ 1,000-$2,000 

Present Revenue to state 

Revenue generated by $2 increase 
Additional Claims 

S17 loss of revenue from claims 
currently filed in $1,000-$2,000 range 

Total Revenue 

Net Gain 

SOURCE, COURT ADMINISTRATOR 
FILED !-lARCH 3, 1983 

75,000 (4) 
1,500 (21) 

75,000 (2) 
3,500 (2) 

1 ,500 (17) 

$ 300,000 
31,500 

331,500 

150,000 
7,000 

488,500 

-25,500 
463,000 

$ 131,500 

(1236H, 83-281, KMM) 
BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 

...... _------------------- .-- --



Small Busine:;.s &. Economic ~"'clopment 
A. M1lJ~r. Chair 
(;ratias 
Hul"" _________ -' 

HOUSE FILE 3 IS 
BY CO~~ITTEE ON Ju~ICIARY 

AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

(As Amended and Passed by the House) 

~PasGed House, Date <f- /i-tr3 <;.137a) Passed Senate, Date ~I rr~(...J.. 1/7":') .,.. //. &2 ' ~. -
J 

Vote: Ayes 91- Nays_...;/:..-__ Vote: Ayes <II Nays S-

Approved ?ri,?" W, /9%2 <t- ttl'll 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to increase the jurisdictional amount of small claims 

_c .• 2 court to two thousand dollars and to increase the small 

3 claims docket fee. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

H-3712 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 315 

1 Amend House File 315 as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 26 the follow-
4 ing: 
5 "Sec. 5. If a court having proper jurisdiction 
6 declares section 1 of this Act unconstitutional because 
7 the dollar amount is excessive for a court which dOes 
8 not provide a jury trial, the amount in controversy 
9 provided in section 1 shall revert to one thousand 

10 dollars." 

H-3712 FILED APRIL 13, 1983 RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
;tJ~~ _~-'U....jI. 'f/;"/?3 (if. 1370) 
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S.F. H.Y. 315 

1 Section 1. Section 631.1, subsection 1, Code 1983, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The following actions or claims are small claims and 

4 shall be commenced, heard and determined as provided in this 

5 chapter: 

6 A civil action for a money judgment where the amount in 

'/7 controversy is 6"e two thousand dollars or less, exclusive 

and costs. 8 of interest 

9 Sec. 2. 

10 to read as 

11 1. The 

12 dollars. 

Section 631.6, subsection 1, Code 1983, is amended 

follows: 

docket fee for a small claims action is e±~ft~ ~ 

Other fees imposed for small claims shall be the 

13 same as those required in regular actions in district court~ 

14 four dollars of the fee shall remain in the county treasury 

15 for the use of the county and s~x dollars of the fee shall 

16 be paid into the state treasury. 

17 Sec. 3. Section 631.6, unnumbered paragraph 6, Code 1983, 

18 is amended to read as follows: 

19 All fees and costs, other than docket fees, collected in 

20 small claims actions Shall be remitted to the county treasurer 

21 as provided in section 6a67~6 331.705, subsection 4. The 

22 fee specified in subsection 4 shall be remitted to the 

23 secretary of state. 

24 Sec. 4. All small claims docket fees collected by the 

25 county and remitted to the state prior to the effective date 

26 of this Act are legalized and declared to be valid. 
,::.: -< ), 
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IlQ.liS;'; FILE 315 
S-3243 

1 Amend House File 315 as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: 

• 

3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 26 the follow-
,4 lng: 

. S "Sec. 5. If a court having proper jurisdiction 
6 declares section 1 of this Act unconstitutional because 

" 7 the dollar amount of two thousand dollars is excessive 
8 for a court which does not provide a jury trial, the 
9 amount in controversy provided in section 1 shall 

10 revert to one thousand dollars." 

5-3243 FILED BY COWHTTEE ON SMALL BOSINESS 
MARCH 16, 1983 AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
O'¥.J ..... ,~ £.., .lJ~,r EMIL HOSAK, CHAIR 

'1/11/$3(1/ 1/71:) 

HOUSE FILE 315 
5- 3344 

1 Amend House File 315 as amended, passed and reprint~ 
2 ed by the House as follows: 
3 1. ?age 1, line 7, by striking the words "one 
I; two" and inserting in lieu thereof the word "one". 
5 --2. Page 1, .line 7, by inserting after the word 
6 "thousand" the words "five hundred". 
7 3. Title page, line 2, by striking the words "two 
8 thousand" and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
9 "one thousand five hundred". 
$-3344 FILED BY DONALD V. DOYLE 
MARCH 24, 1983 TOM ~~~N 
0("_40 '/k/ (/. i/ 7'>-) 

HOUSE FILE 315 
5-3355 
1 Amend ~~e committee amendment, 5-3243, to House 
2 File 315 as amended, passed, and ~eprinted by the 
3 House, as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, line 7, by striklng the words "of two 
5 thousand dollars". 

5-3355 FILEi.) 
,>lARCH 28, 1983 
t'd~~' '//" (/ //71) 

BY ALVI:: MILLER 
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HOUSI:'. FIIJF. 31 :') 

AN lIC'), 

1'0 INCRH.SF. 11{F. JURISl.)lCTION"d~ AJol')UNT 0:; Sf-tALL Cu..rr..;s C(YJRT 

1'0 lw0 l1fOUSA.:m DOLLARS AND oro INCRSASE THP. S}1ALL CI.J\lMS 

~.';:"loa·'1' Fi':R. 

m: !'!' ErU:(''j'lW P;l THE (;£JlE.RAl. jo.SSi';~BL'i 0: TKg STATii OF 10"';"'; 

:)e~_t~on L SectH.'ll b~l L :::;ur.~ec:tl.on 1. cede 1983, If> 

mn\!nJ'2;l to l't~.ud d'i (0110\"::;: 
i. rile i()llo"'inq <)ct.ion$~ 01: Cl;limt; i\rn small c\airnR .. nd 

!Ol""ll l::t~ C(llll.!"'_~nc('.d, ~\eal'd and dt;ten~jne<i <Hi l>r:OVld~d i.n t.Jli.:3 

c!1;)p~t: : 
A c j v i 1. act ion. (0 r a tltoney j udqme;"lt. whe l'E: the a:nount. 1 n 

,;0;,':...:,:;,;,' .. (,0:::::1 '.s e!i.e ~£ t.floul-iclnd .iollclrs or le3$, e-XC'lIIS\Vt: 

~{ lHtt'rt~,.t ~'Hld cOi3l~. 
,t>:'- !'>ect.l..on 031.6, ~ubse\:ti0n 1, Co6c 1':',1):1, .l~:; a(';)elidl~d 

to c"(:':(fd <iii folJo ... '!;; 
1. The ooc}l;et (~e fOI: <l ~l't',d 1 c~aitr.~ dct:i~ln is ~tljttf. t~:l~ 

dol1.H":':. uUtel" feeS "ill'.posed 1·01 s;nall c1.ai.rnc; !;~\,dl be l .. h" 

~',m" ., ........... GI. t·cqui.r",d ~n n..'.quld":: il"tions i.n Olfi(.t·i(:t C:~'(/t·f .. 

(~u..f_~£! u~r~_::!l . ..!.1!!~.- i..£tt... si"'~.Ll._ t!;IR...!.l.!.. n_ i..!? _~.El~ C2.:1!!~1..~.i'_ ~~.t2.<!.!~l'D' 
[or _8l:'_:.:.....!S:...' .. .E!.L .!:..~.52..~!J'. !l....!\1... ?!.l..z: .921...!.a2-·.~ 2.C~h<: Le..2 _!~.f\a..!...1 
o...f.. 'p_i\~.J. _:;'.2.::2 _~!~e_ ~t2-.. t;!.~ ~~~l!.!:¥. 

S~C 3. ser..:t.ion 631.6, unnum.~)t:l\:oj \:!<tr<t'Jrilph 6. (ode ·l'H!:' 

..!; ,\me:ldc::' 1.Q rt'""~ a!~ iol i O''':S: 
i\:'~ £.:0..;"- ,IWj co~,t,$, .. _~the.!......!.h.!!~ ~!o5JS.e~. _~o:..~:::,. c.()11~<...:t.o;>.6 ),11 

!'.'~_:.'.~~ :::..::!-1.1"''.:; aC";..lOI",:':; shall be rcrn~U.t.-ci 1....0 t.llt: c:0U:,t .. 
y· ttl.!d.~·UJ.(~1 

<ll> P)""\'i<!e.:! ~:l l:iecti<..tn 6Q.c; .. ift :!XL ... : .. ..?Q..S..!...J~)b....:"'t.C"....!.:_~l:.."!. The 

ff;'1.: spcc:.;·i(~d to 5ubl'\ecti::.n ,I "hal'J bE." le:nlt'i.ed t .. ~ th~) 
s~cn;tary ()( st .. ilt..-e· 

S.;C f,. A:.l t~rr.cl.ll clal:1,,, dock~:t h~t!~; co'.l('.c\.ed by tJlI) 

'-'''oI
u

Ly ::.r.J !"ntrl~ .. t.et! 1..0 the St.4t.":: ptl'.:t to UI':~ efh'ctl\'e dilt--:­

of" ct .. il,· A.:.:t iJP! 'je(]AI i?f~d iln-= J.,.~~l",l"~~ t .. C b~: vctlll\. 

• 
House pile .}1c.), P. 2 

;)(!c. ~,. [f 4 ~-:ou,·l havin9 p.l"op-er )\.)l"~suict . .ion declat"~~ 
~w.::uun of thl,; Act .. unconsti t..'.ltional becilust: the doll..,x 

':Ilnount. ~s exct!stlivc. fat· a court which does 1\ot f.'l"o ...... idE- a Jut·y 

trial, t.he arnc..unt in contro'Jen::;Y pt·ovide.d "ill ::>ectl.on 1 shall 

«~\'ert to (Jnt! t.hounan<1 dollar~. 

--- ------ -- --_._._ .. 

OOllhLrJ [). AVr:KSON 

speaker of th€.o House 

---_.-
ROSf.:R'[ 'J~. ANDRRSON 

Presidelll of t.ho) senate 

1 h..:: reby cet·t iI}' U\c)t. lill!> hi LJ or i (J1 nil ted in t.h~) House and 

l~ kn()~ll as IfOUOE: file 1)5, Se'lentiet..i\ General ASCt~m.bly. 

----- ---.--
JOSf;PH 0' IU::RN 

A?P,,,v,,d _71~"---
Chief Clerk of tb~ House 

l<~f.!.J 

-.- _.-
Tf:kRY 1::. aRAN~T'\O 

Govern:-t 
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~ 
c.l .... 
In 


