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A BILL FOR

An Act to increase the jurisdicticnal amount of small claims

court to two thousand dollars and to increase the small

L N

claims docket fee.
BE 1T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

>

HOUSE FILE 3215

, H-3220
. Amend House File 315 as follows:

1
2 1. Page 1, by insertj 1
3 following. Yy ing after line 23 the
4 "Sec. 4 All small claims do

. ] cket fees collect
2 b¥fthe'county and remitted to the state prior to ige
8 ertective date of this Act are legalized and declared
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Section 1. Section 631.1, subsection 1, Code 1983, is
amended to read as follows:

1. The following actions or claims are small claims and
shall be commenced, heard and determined as provided in this
chapter:

A civil action for a money judgment where the amount in
controversy is eme two thousand dollars or less, exclusive
of interest and costs.

Sec. 2. Section 631.6, subsection 1, Code 1983, 1s amended
to read as follows:

1. The docket fee for a small claims action is exght ten
dollars. Other fees imposed for small claims shall be the
same as those required in regular actions in district court,

four dollars of the fee shall remain in the county treasury

for the use of the county and six dollars of the fee shall

be paid into the state treasury.
Sec. 3. Section 631.6, unnumbered paragraph 6, Code 1983,

1s amended to read as follows:
All fees and costs, other than docket fees, collected in

small claims actions shall be remitted to the county treasurer
as provided in section e6e-2é 331.705, subsection 4. The

fee specified in subsection 4 shall be remitted to the
secretary of state.
EXPLANATION
This bill increases the jurisdictional amount of small
claims courts from one thousand to two thousand dollars,
increases the docket fee, and provides for its distribution.
This bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment.
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HQUSE FILE 315
: FISCAL NOTE
REQUESTED BY REPRESENTATIVE JAY

In compliance with a written request received February 24, 1983,
there is herebpy submitted a Fiscal Note for House File 315 pursuant to
Joint Rule 17. Background information used in develobing this Fiscal
Note 1s available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau, to members of
the Legislature upon reguest.

House File 315 increases the jurisdictional amount of small claims courts from one
thousand to two thousand dollars, increases the docket fee, and provides for its
distribution. The current docket fee is eight dollars. Four dollars of this fee
remains in the county treasury and four dollars is paid into the ctate treasury.
This bill will increase the docker fee to ten dollars with six dollars of the fee
paid to the state treasury.

Approximately 75,000 small claims were filed in 1982. 1Increasing the jurisdictional
amount could generate an average of 3,500 additional claiwms.

.Ihe current fee for claims over $1,000 is $25, of which the state receives 521.
Approximately 1,500 claims were filed last year in the $1,000 to $2,000 range.
Raising the jurisdicticnal amount would cause a loss to the state of $17 per claim.
(Subtracting the 54 fee the state currently receives from the $8 fee.)

Using the 75,000 claims that were filed in 1982 and the estimate of 3,500 additional
claims, the following table shows the effect of raising the jurisdictional amount

and the docket fee.

# Claims (stare share) Amount Generated

Current Claims Under $ 1,000 75,000 (&) $ 300,000
$ 1,000-%2,000 1,500 (21) 31,500
Present Revenue to state 331,500
Revenue generated by $2 fncrease 75,000 (2) 150,000
Additional Claims 3,500 (2) ‘ 7,000
488,500

$17 loss of revenue from claims
currently filed in $1,000-$2,000 range 1,500 (17) -25,500
Total Revenue 463,000
Net Gain $ 131,300
SQURCE: COURT ADMINISTRATOR {12364, 83-2z81, WMM)

FILED MARCH 3, 1983 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR
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Tl 2 court to two thousand dollars and to increase the small
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AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

(As Amended and Passed by the House)
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A BILL FOR

1 An Act to increase the jurisdictional amount of small claims

3 claims docket fee.
4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IQWA:

SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUS 2
He3710 E FILE 315

1 Amend House File 315 as amended
: » passed, and
2 reprinted by the House as follows: ? ’
inql. Page 1, by inserting after line 26 the follow-
""Sec. 5. If a court having pro jurisdicti
: ' per jurisdiction
declares section l_of this Act unconstitutional because
the dollgr amognt 1s excessive for a court which does
not prov1§e a jury trial, the amount in controversy
§r§¥1ded"1n section 1 shall revert to one thousand
ollars.

H-3712 FILED APRIL 13, 1983 RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE
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Section 1. Section 631.1, subsection 1, Code 1983, is ’
amended to read as follows:
1. The following actions or claims are small claims and

1l
2
3
4 shall be commenced, heard and determined as provided in this
5 chapter:

6 A civil action for a money judgment where the amount in

7 controversy is eme two thousand dollars or less, exclusive

8

of interest and costs.
) Sec. 2. Section 631.6, subsection 1, Code 1983, is amended
10 to read as follows:
11 1. The docket fee for a small claims action is exght ten
12 dollars. Othexr fees imposed for small claims shall be the
13 same as those required in regular actions in district court,

14 four dollars of the fee shall remain in the county treasury

15 for the use of the county and six dollars of the fee shall

l6 be paid into the state treasury.

17 Sec. 3. Section 631.6, unnumbered paragraph 6, Code 1983, -
18 is amended to read as follows: .‘
19 All fees and costs, other than docket fees, collected in

20 small claims actions shall be remitted to the county treasurer
21 as provided in section 686-36& 331.705, subsection 4. The
22 fee specified in subsection 4 shall be remitted to the

23 secretary of state.

24 Sec. 4. All small claims docket fees collected by the

25 county and remitted to the state prior to the effective date
26 of this Act are legalized and declared to be valid.

HF 315/25C
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ausi FILE 315
-3243

1 Amend House File 315 as amended, passed, and
2 reprinted by the House as follows:

A

O @00 W

b
<

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 26 the follow-
ing:
“Sec. 5. If a court having proper jurisdiction
declares section 1 of this Act unconstitutional because
the dollar amount of two thousand dollars is excessive
for a court which does not provide a jury trial, the
amount in controversy provided in section 1 shall
revert to one thousand dollars.*"

$-3243 FILED BY COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS
MARCH 16, 1983 _ AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
& ~3a¢¢uumdbff?iﬁﬁ EMIL. HUSAK, CHAIR
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HOUSE FILE 315

5-3344

177 7 amend House File 315 as amended, passed and reprint-
2 ed by the House as follows:

3 1. Page 1, line 7, by striking the words “ene

% two" and inserting in lieu thereof the word "one",

5 ~ 2. Page 1, line 7, by inserting after the woxd

6 "thousand”" the words "five hundred”.

7 3. Title page, line 2, by striking the words "two
8 thousand" and inserting in lieu thereof the words

9 *one thousand five hundred".

8-3344 FILED BY DONALD V. DOYLE

MARCH 24, 1983 TOM MANN

X et /o (:f- i1 7x}

HOUSE FILE 315
5-3355
1 Amend the committee amendment, S$-3243, to House
2 File 315 as amended, passed, and reprinted by the
3 House, as follows:
4 1. Page 1, line 7, by striking the words "of two
5 thousand dollars”.

S~3355 FILED BY ALVIW MILLER
MARCH 28, 1983
J?fészif oSS <f'//?’)







HOUSE FILE 31%

AN ALY
TO INCREESFE THE JURISDICTIGHAL AMGUNT OF SMALL CLAIMS COURT
To 1wl THOUSAXD DOLLARS AND TO INCRSASE THE SMALL CLAIMS
onrgFT FER.

RE 1T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL LSSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF [OWA:

sect.on i, gectaon $31.1, subsectioen 1, Code 1983, 16
amended to 1ead &8 follows:

i The following actions or claims arce amall claims and
chall be cangrenced, neard and determined as provided in this
chaplen:

A ¢ivil actlon for a money Jjudgment where the amount 1D
controverny s ene tWu thousand 3ollars or less. exclusive
of 1nterest and costs.

e 7 section b31.6. supsection 1, Code 1053, 1% amended
to read s Follows:

1. Ihe docket fee toco a small claims action i€ wrgat LoD
dullars. Cther fecs imposed for small clailms ghall be Lhe
wame o FROGe reguired in regulay actions in aistrict coutt.

fouz_dollars of the fee shd 11 remain in_the County TLEASULY

for tag usg »f Lhe connty ang HLr dnllatrs of the feu +hall

e paid 3ngoe the grate CLreasuri:

geq. 3. Section 631.6, unnumberad paragraph 6. code 19853
L5 amended ta read as follioasez:
aii fevo and ¢osts, other than docrel teet, collected an

fmall oo

ims acwions shall be remit.ted te the county lreasusrer

ap provided Ot gection 886:16 l}}LJQPL_thjggL_Qﬂmi. The
fee speciiled tn subsection 4 shall be temitied o the
secrotary af stats.

§ec. 4. ALl srall clarms douvket fees cotlecued by the
County and roritted to the state praer to the eftective date

af Chig AU are egalized and declaveg Le e walld.

S .

sect.ion 1

amount 35

'

. 1f a court having proper jurlsdiction declares

House File 315, P. 2

of this Act unconstitutional becauss the dellar
excugssive for a court which does not provide a juty

trial, the amount in controversy provided in sectaon 1 shall

revert Lo one thousand dellars.

I hereby certily that.

DONALDE D AVENSON
speaker of the House

ROBERT 1. ANDERSON
prasident of the senate

this bill originated 1D the House and

je known as House File 319, Seveatieth General Ascembly.

anproved

TERRY E.

Sovernar

Doyl

BRANSTAD

JOSEPH O HERN
chief Clerk of che House
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