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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the election laws by providing a method 

2 for challenging nomination petitions, eliminating the 

3 requirement for notarization of absentee ballots, allowing 

4 the mailing of certain absentee ballots, regulating the 

5 office hours of the county commissioner of elections, 

6 

7 

8 

revising delivery of registration forms and changes in 

registration, requiring identification of political 

advertisers, providing for assistance to certain voters 

9 and making certain technical corrections to the voting 

10 laws and providing penalties and effective dates. 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IO\'iA: 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 43.24 OBJECTIONS TO NOMINATION 

2 PETITIONS OR CERTIFICATES OF NOMINATION. 

3 1. WRITTEN OBJECTIONS REQUIRED. Nomination petitions 

4 or certificates of nomination filed under this chapter WhlCh 

5 are apparently in conformity with the law are valid unless 

6 objection is made in writing. 

7 Objections to the legal sufficiency of a nomination petition 

8 or certificate of nomination filed or issued under this chapter' 

9 or to the eligibility of a candidate may be flIed in writing 

10 by any person who would have the right to vote for the 

11 candidate for the office in question. 

12 Objections shall be filed with the officer with whom the 

13 nomination petition or certificate of nomination was filed, 

14 and within the following time: 

15 a. Those filed with the state commissioner, not less than 

16 sixty days before the date of the election. 

17 b. Those filed with the commissioner, not less than fifty 

18 days before the date of the election. 

19 c. Objections to nominations to fill vacancies at a special 

20 election held under section 69.14, under which the forty-day 

21 notice of election provisions applies, shall be filed with 

22 the state commissioner not less than fifteen days prior to 

23 the date set for the special election. If the forty-day 

24 notice provision does not apply, objections to nomlnations 

25 to fill vacancies at a special election held under section 

26 69.14 may be filed any time prior to the date set for the 

. 27 special election. 
;. ,:... ~ , ;-

28 2. NOTICE OF OBJECTIONS. 

29 a. When objections have been filed, notice shall be mailed 

30 within seventy-two hours by certified mail to the candidate 

31 affected, addressed to the candidate's place of residence 

32 as stated in the candidate's affidavit of candidacy or ~n 

33 the cer'tificate of nomination, stating that objections have 

34 been made, the nature of the objections, and the time and 

35 place the objections will be considered. 
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b. If an objection is filed to a nomination to fill a 

vacancy at a special election held under section 69.14, under 

which the forty-day notice of election provision of section 

69.14 does not apply, notice of the objection shall be made 

to the candidate by the state commissioner as soon as 

practicable. Under this paragraph, failure to notify a 

candidate of an objection to the candidate's nomination prior 

to the date set for the special election does not invalidate 
the hearing conducted under subsection 3. The hearing to 

an objectlon shall proceed as quickly as possible to expedite 
the special election. 

12 3. HEARING. Objections filed with the state commissioner 

13 shall be considered by the secretary of state, auditor of 

14 state, and attorney general. However, if the objection is 

15 to the nomination petition, certificate of nomination, or 

16 eligibility of one or more of those officers, those officers 

17 shall be replaced, respectively, by the treasurer of state, 

18 secretary of agriculture, and lieutenant governor for the 
19 hearing. 

20 ObJections filed with the commissioner shall be considered 

21 by the county auditor, county treasurer, and county attorney. 

22 However, if the objection is to the nomination petition, 

23 certificate of nomination, or eligibility of one or more of 

24 those officers, their places shall be filled, respectively, 

25 by the county sheriff, county recorder, and chairperson of 

26 the board of supervisors. In either case, a majority vote 

27 shall decide the issue. 

28 Sec. 2. Section 47.2, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

29 the following new subsection: 

30 NEW SUBSECTION. The office of county auditor or county 

31 commissioner of elections in each county shall be open for 

32 at least eight hours on the Saturday preceding a general 

33 election, primary election, or special election called by 

34 the governor for the purpose of receiving absentee ballots 

35 and conducting other official business relating to the 
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1 election. 

2 Sec. 3. Section 48.3, Code 1983, is amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 48.3 REGISTRATION B¥-MAib FORM. As an alternative to 

5 the method of registration prescribed by section 48.2, aHY 

6 ~ person entitled to register under that section may SHBM~~ 

7 cause delivery of a completed voter registration form to the 

8 commissioner of registration in the person's county of 

9 residence ey-~es~a~e-~d~a-HH~~ea-6~a~e8-M8~±. A registration 

10 form or the envelope containing one or more registration forms 

11 for the use of individual registrants wRe-a~e-~e±a~ea-~e-edeft 

12 e~Re~-w~~R~R-~Re-f~~s~-ae~Fee-ef-eeHsaH~~~H~~y-eF-aff~R~~Y 

13 aRa-wRe-Fes~ae-a~-~e-SaMe-aa8FeS8-SBa±± must be postmarked 

14 or otherwise delivered by the twenty-fifth day prior to an 

15 election or the registration will not take effect for that 

16 election. A separate registration form shall be signed by 

17 each individual registrant. within five working days after 

18 receiving a registration ey-ma~±, the commissioner shall send 

19 the registrant a receipt of the registration by first class 

20 mail marked "do not forward". If the receipt is returned 

21 by the postal service the commissioner shall treat the 

22 registration as prescribed by section 48.31, subsection 7. 

23 An lmproperly addressed or delivered registration form shall 

24 be forwarded to the appropriate county commissioner of 

25 registration within two working days after it is received 

26 by any other official. 

27 Sec. 4. section 48.6, subsection 9, Code Supplement 1983, 

28 is amended to read as follows: 

29 9. A s~a~effieH~ certification ln substantially the following 

30 form: 

31 "I 9~a~e certify that I am a citizen of the United States, 

32 that I am or will be an eligible elector at any election at 

33 which I attempt to vote and that all of the information I 

34 have given upon this voter registration form is true. I 

35 Re~eBY authorize cancellation of any prior registration to 
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1 vote in this or any other jurisdiction and my eligibility 
2 to vote in any jurisdiction where voter registration is not 

3 required. I am aware that fraudulently registering, or 

4 attempting to do so, is a-fe±aRY an aggravated misdemeanor 

5 under Iowa law." At the time the registration is signed by 

6 the eligible elector it shall also be signed by a mobile 

7 registrar, employee of the commissioner's office, or other 

8 eligible elector. 

9 Sec. 5. Section 48.7, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 
10 Supplement 

a. The 11 

1983, is amended to read as follows: 

qualified elector may submit to the commissioner 

12 a-feEffi-ef-~fte-~~e-~Eay~aea-faE-e±ee~aEB-Ee~iB~eE~R~-~HeeE 

13 seeeiaR-48~3-~Eev~aiR~-faF-~Re-e±ee~ef~B-eMfEeR~-Ramer 

14 ee±e~ReRe-HHmbeE7-Beeia±-see~r~~Y-R~eE-aRe-aeaEess-aHa a 

15 written notice of the change of name, telephone number, or 

16 address, bearing the elector's signature. Upon receipt of 

17 the faf~ notice, the commissioner shall change the registration 

18 records accordingly and the change shall be reflected in the 

19 electlo~ registers prepared for the next election held ten 

20 or more days after receipt of the qualified elector's notice. 

21 If the fafm notice received by the commissioner does not 

22 contain the information regarding name and address necessary 

23 to properly update the registration records, the commissioner 

24 shall immediately send notice to the elector, by forwardable 

25 mail directed to the elector's last known address, that the 

26 elector's registration is defective. The commissioner's 

27 notice shall advise the elector of the corrections necessary. 

28 Sec. 6. Chapter 49, Code 1983, is amended by adding the 

29 following new section: 

30 NEW SECTION. POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENTS. A person who 

31 causes the publication or distribution of printed material 
32 after July 1, 1984 designed to promote or defeat the nomination 

33 or election of a candidate for public office or the passage 

34 of a constitutional amendment or public measure shall in-

35 clude conspicuously on the published material the identity 
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1 and address of the person responsible for the material. If 

2 the person responsible is an organization, the name of one 

3 officer of the organization shall appear on the material. 

4 This section does not apply to the editorial or news 

5 advertisements of a newspaper or magazine which are not 

6 political advertisements. 

7 Sec. 7. Section 49.89, Code 1983, is amended to read as 

8 follows: 

9 49.89 SELECTION OF OFFICIALS TO ASSIST VOTERS. At, or 
10 before, the opening of the polls, the election board of each 

11 precinct shall select two members of the board, of different 

12 political parties in the case of any election in which 

13 candidates appear on the ballot under the heading of either 

14 of the political parties referred to in section 49.13, to 

15 assist voters who may be unable to cast their votes without 

16 assistance as described in section 49.90. Ve~eF8-wke-afe 

17 B~±fia-eE-~kys~ea~~y-a~saB~ea-May-kBve-~e-assis~afiee-ef-aRY 

18 ~erseR-~ReY-May-se±ee~~ 

19 Sec. 8. Section 49.90, Code 1983, is amended to read as 
20 follows: 

21 49.90 ASSISTING VOTER. Any voter who may declare upon 

22 oath that fie-ef-sRe the voter cannot read the English language, 

23 or is, by reason of any physical disability other than 

24 intoxication, unable to cast a vote without assistance, shall, 

25 upon request, be assisted by said two officers, or 

26 alternatively by any other person the voter may select if 

27 ~Re-ve~er-~8-B±±He-eE-~ftys~ea±±y-e~8a9±ee in casting the vote. 
28 Said officers, or person selected by the blind or physically 

29 disabled voter, shall cast the vote of the voter requiring 

30 assistance, and shall thereafter give no information regarding 

". -31 the same. I f any elector because of a handicap cannot enter 

32 the building where the polling place for the elector's precinct 

33 of residence is located, the two officers shall take a paper 

34 ballot to the vehicle occupied by the handicapped elector 

35 and allow the elector to cast the ballot in the vehicle. 
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1 If a handicapped elector cannot cast a ballot on a voting 

2 machine the elector shall be allowed to cast a paper ballot, 

3 which shall be opened immediately after the closing of the 
4 polling place by the two precinct election officials designated 

5 under section 49.89, who shall register the votes cast thereon 

6 on a voting machine in the polling place before the votes 

7 cast there are tallied pursuant to section 52.21. To preserve 

8 so far as possible the confidentiality of each handicapped 

9 elector's ballot, the two officers shall proceed substantially 

10 in the same manner as provided in section 53.24. In precincts 

11 where all voters use paper ballots, those cast by handicapped 

12 voters shall be deposited in the regular ballot box and counted 
13 In the usual manner. 

14 Sec. 9. Section 50.24, Code 1983, is amended to read as 
15 follows: 

16 50.24 CANVASS BY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. The county board 

17 of supervisors shall meet to canvass the vote at nine o'clock 

18 on the morning of the first Monday after the day of each 

19 election to which this chapter is applicable, unless the law 

20 authorizing the election specifies another date for the 

21 canvass. If that Monday is a public holiday, ~Re-~Fe¥~s~sfiS 

22 ef section 4.1, subsection 22 sRaii-eefi~Fe; controls. Upon 

23 convening, the board shall open and canvass the tally lists 

24 and shall prepare abstracts stating, in words written at 

25 length, the number of votes cast in the county, or in that 

26 portion of the county in which the election was held, for 

27 each office or on each question on the ballot for the election. 

28 The board shall also open and include in the canvass any 

29 absentee ballots which were received after the polls closed 

30 in accordance with section 53.17. The abstract shall further 

31 indicate the name of each person who received votes for each 
32 office on the ballot, and the number of votes each person 

33 named received for that office, and the number of votes for 

34 and against each question submitted to the voters at the 

35 election. 
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1 Sec. 10. Section 53.2, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

2 Supplement 1983, is amended to read as follows: 

3 NetA~R~-~R-tA~S This section eBa~~-ae-eeHet~Hea-te does 

4 not require that a written communication mailed to the 

5 commIssioner's office to request an absentee ballot, or any 

6 other document eKee~t-tAe-aaBeRt-Vete~~s-aff~aav~t-~e~M~~ea 

7 aY-Beet~eR-Sa~±a, be notarized as a prerequisite to receiv~ng 

8 or marking an absentee ballot or returning to the commissioner 

9 an absentee ballot which has been voted. 

10 Sec. 11. Section 53.8, subsection 3, unnumbered paragraphs 

11 1 and 3, Code Supplement 1983, are amended to read as follows: 

12 When an application for an absentee ballot is received 

13 by the commissioner of any county from a qualified elector 

14 who is confined to a residence by a physical disabillty or 

15 Illness, a patient in a hospital in that county or a resident 

16 of any facility In that county shown to be a health care 

17 facIlity by the list of licenses provided the commissioner 

18 under section 135C.29, the absentee ballot shall be delivered 

19 to the elector and returned to the commissioner in the manner 

20 prescribed by section 53.22. However, if the application 

21 is received more than ten calendar days before the election 

22 and the commissioner has not elected to mail absentee ballots 

23 to the applicant as provided under section 53.22, subsection 

24 ~, the commissioner shall mail to the applicant within twenty-

25 four hours a letter in SUbstantially the following form: 

26 NothIng in this subsection nor in section 53.22 shall be 

27 construed to prohibit a qualified elector who is confined 

28 to a residence by a physical disability or illness, a hospital 

29 patient or resident of a health care facility, or who 

30 anticipates entering a hospital or health care facility before 

31 the date of a forthcoming election, from casting an absentee 

32 ballot In the manner prescribed by section 53.11. 

33 Sec. 12. Section 53.11, Code 1983, is amended to read 
34 as follows: 

35 53.11 PERSONAL DELIVERY OF ABSENTEE BALLOT. The 
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1 comm1SS1oner shall deliver an absentee ballot to any qualified 

2 elector applying in person at Rie the commissioner's office 

3 not more than forty days before the date of the general 

4 election and the primary election, and for all other elections, 

5 as soon as the ballot is available. The qualified elector 

6 shall immediately mark the ballot, enclose and seal it in 

7 a ballot envelope, Wi~R-~~e~e~ subscribe to the affidavit 

8 on the reverse side of the envelope, and return the absentee 

9 ballot to the commissioner. The commissioner shall record 

10 the numbers appearing on the application and ballot envelope 

11 along with the name of the qualified elector. The commissioner 

12 of any county in which there is located a city of five thousand 

13 or more population, which is not the county seat, may permit 

14 qualified electors to appear in person at some designated 

15 place within each such city and there cast an absentee ballot 

16 1n the manner prescribed by this section. 

17 Sec. 13. Section 53.12, Code 1983, is amended to read 

18 as follows: 

19 53.12 DUTY OF COMMISSIONER. The commissioner shall enclose 

20 the absentee ballot in an unsealed envelope, to be furnished 

21 by Ai~ the commissioner, which envelope shall bear upon its 

22 face the words "county commissioner of elections", the address 

23 of Rie the commissioner's office, and the same serial number 

24 appearing on the unsealed envelope shall be affixed to the 

25 application. ~fte-eea±-ef-~Ae-effieeF-Re~aFieiR~-~e-affiaav±~ 

26 SRa±±7-±f-~eee±e±e7-ee-~±aee6-eR-tRe-affiaavit-eRve±e~e-iR 

27 s~eft-a-MaRReF-~fta~-~e-5a;±e~-wi±±-Het-5e-MaFkea-5y-~e-sea±T 

28 HeweveFT-if-tAe-effieeF~s-sea±-Makee-aR-iM~FiH~-eH-tfte-Ba±±e~ 

29 ~fta~-MaFkiR~-Sfta±±-Re~-iHya±i6a~e-~Re-aa±±et~ 

30 Sec. 14. Section 53.15, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1983, 

31 1S amended to read as follows: 

32 The qualified elector, on receipt of an absentee ballot, 

33 shallT-iH-~Re-~FeeeRee-ef-~e-effieeF-He~aFieiH~-tfte-affiaavitT 

34 mark s~eA the ballot in such ~ manner that sHefi-effieeF no 

35 other person will He~ know how e~eA the ballot is marked. 
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1 Sec. 15. Section 53.16, Code 1983, 1S amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 53.16 ~AK~HS-ANB SUBSCRIBING eA~ TO AFFIDAVIT. After 

4 marking s~eR the ballot, the voter shal17-Befe~e-sd~a-eff~eef7 

5 make and subscribe to the affidavit on the reverse side of 

6 the envelope, and7-ifl-~Re-pfeeeflee-ef-B\ieR-eff~eef7 fold sHeh 
7 the ballot, or ballots, separately, so as to conceal the 

8 markings ~Re~eefl on them, and deposit ERe-SaMe them in ea~a 

9 the envelope, wR~eh-sRa±±-~ReR-Be and securely sed±ea seal 

10 the envelope. 

11 Sec. 16. Section 53.17, Code 1983, is amended by striking 

12 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

13 53.17 MAILING OR DELIVERING BALLOT. The sealed envelope 

14 containing the absentee ballot shall be enclosed in a carrler 
15 envelope which shall be securely sealed. The sealed carrier 

16 envelope shall be returned to the commissioner by one of the 

17 following methods: 

18 1. The sealed carrier envelope may be delivered by the 

19 qualified elector or the elector's designee to the 

20 commissioner's office no later than the time the polls are 

21 closed on election day. 

22 2. The sealed carrier envelope may be mailed, postage 

23 paid, to the commissioner. In order for the ballot to be 
24 counted, the carrier envelope must be clearly postmarked by 

." 25 the United States postal service not later than the day before 

26 the election and received by the commissioner not later than 

27 the time established for the canvass by the board of 

28 supervisors for that election. The commissioner shall contact 

29 the post office serving the commissioner's office at the 

30 latest practicable hour prior to the canvass by the board 

31 of supervisors for that election, and shall arrange for 

32 absentee ballots received in that post office but not yet 

33 delivered to the commissioner's office to be brought to the 

34 commissioner's office prior to the canvass for that election 

3~ by the board of supervisors. 
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1 Sec. 17. section 53.22, subsection 1, Code 1983, is amended 
2 to read as follows: 
3 l. a. A qualified elector who has applied for an absentee 
4 ballot, in a manner other than that prescribed by section 

5 53.11 , and who l.S confined to a residence by a I2hlsical 
6 disability or illness, or a resident or patient in a health 

7 care facility or hospital located in the county to which the 

8 application has been submitted shall be delivered the 

9 appropriate absentee ballot by two special precinct election 

10 officers, one of whom shall be a member of each of the 
11 political parties referred to in section 49.13, who shall 

12 be appointed by the commissioner from the election board panel 

13 for the special precinct established by section 53.20. The 

14 special precinct election officers shall be sworn in the 

15 manner provided by section 49.75 for election board members, 

16 shall receive compensation as provided in section 49.20 and 

17 shall perform their duties during the ten calendar days 

18 preceding the election and on election day if all ballots 
19 requested under section 53.8, SUbsection 3 have not previously 

20 been dell.vered and returned. 

21 b. If an applicant under this subsection notifies the 

22 commissioner that fie-sr-sRe the applicant will not be available 

23 at the residence, health care facility or hospital address 

24 at any time during the ten-day period immediately prior to 

25 the election, but will be available there at some earlier 

26 time, the commissioner shall direct the two special precinct 

27 election officers to deliver the applicant's ballot at an 

28 appropriate time prior to the ten-day period immediately 

29 preceding the election. If a person who so requested an 

30 absentee ballot has been dismissed from the health care 

31 facility or hospital, the special precinct election officers 

32 may take the ballot to the elector if fie-sF-sse the elector 

33 is currently residing in the county. 

34 c. ~se-s~eeia~-~FeeiHe~-e±eet~eH-sff~ee~s-sRa~±-aetR 

35 He~aF~ee-eaeR-aaSeRt-Ve~e~~e-affiaav~t-ae-re~H~rea-ay-8eet~eR 
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1 S3~l&~-aRY-BHeR-ef~~ee~-wRe-~B-RB~-a-Re~a~y-~~~~e-BRa~~-Be 

2 ~~ev~aea-W~~R-a-Btaffi~-eeH~a~R~R§-~Ra~-~e~BeR~B-RaMe-aRa-tRe 

3 we~a8-~s~ee~a±-~fee~Ret-e±ee~~eH-effiee~U-aRa-ffiaY-Re~a~iBe 

4 tRe-aB8eR~ee-affi8avi~s-Be-ae~~vefea-ey-s~§RiR§-~Reffi-aRa 

5 a~~±Y~R§-tRe-Staffi~7 The special precinct election officers 

6 shall travel together in the same vehicle and both shall be 

7 present when an applicant casts R~B-ef-Ref an absentee ballot. 

S If either or both of the special precinct election officers 

9 fa~±s fail to appear at the time the duties set forth in this 

10 section are to be performed, the commissioner shall at once 

11 appoint some other per$on, giving preference to persons 

12 designated by the respective county chairpersons of the 

13 political parties described in section 49.13, to carry out 

14 the requirements of this section. The persons authorized 

15 by this subsection to deliver an absentee ballot to an 

16 applicant, if requested, may assist the applicant in filling 

17 out the ballot as permitted by section 49.90. IRe After the 

18 voter has securely sealed the marked ballot in the envelope 

19 provided and has subscribed to the oath, the voted absentee 

20 ballots shall be deposited in a sealed container which shall 

21 be returned to the commissioner on the same day the ballots 

22 are voted. On election day the officers shall return the 

23 sealed contai.ner by the time the polls are closed. 

24 Sec. 18. Section 53.22, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

25 the following new subsection: 

26 NEW SUBSECTION. 3. For any election except a primary 

27 or general election or a special election to fill a vacancy 

28 under section 69.14, the commissioner may, as an alternative 

29 to subsection 1, mail an absentee ballot to an applicant under 

30 this section to be voted and returned to the commissioner 

31 In accordance with this chapter. This subsection only applies 

32 to applications for absentee ballots from a single health 

33 care facility or hospital if there are no more than two 

34 applications from that facility or hospital. 

35 Sec. 19. Section 53.44, Code 1983, is amended by striking 
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1 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

2 53.44 SIGNING THE AFFIDAVIT. The affidavit on the envelope 

3 used in connection with voting by absentee ballot under this 

4 division by members of the armed forces of the United states 

5 need not be notarized or witnessed, but the affidavit on the 

6 ballot envelope shall be completed and signed by the voter, 

7 Sec. 20. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

8 takes effect from and after its publication in the Quad City 

9 Tlmes, a newspaper published in Davenport, Iowa, and in the 

10 Sigourney News-Review, a newspaper published in Sigourney, 

11 Iowa. section 1 of this Act takes effect upon publication. 

12 Section 4 of this Act takes effect January 1, 1985. All other 

13 sections of this Act take effect on July 1, 1984. 

14 EXPLANATION 

15 Section 1 provides a method for challenging nomination 

16 petitions under chapter 43. There is presently no method 

17 for challenging political party candidates. The proposed 

18 procedure is similar to that used for "nonparty" candidates 

19 under chapters 44 and 45. 

20 Sections 9 and 16 provide that an absentee ballot postmarked 

21 no later than the day before election day may be counted if 

22 it is received no later than the time the board of supervisors 

23 canvasses the votes for that election. 

24 Section 18 provides that for any election except the primary 

25 and general elections and special elections held to fill 

26 vacancies under section 69.14, absentee ballots may be mailed 

27 to residents of a health care facility or hospital if there 

28 are no more than two requests from the facility. 

29 Many other sections strike the requirement that absentee 

30 ballots must be notarized. Absentee ballots can only be sent 

31 or given to registered voters upon written and signed request. 

32 Section 2 of this bill provides that the office of county 

33 auditor or county commissioner of elections in each county 

34 shall be open for at least eight hours on the Saturday 

35 preceding a general election, primary election, or special 
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I election called by the governor for the purpose of conducting 

2 official business relating to the election. 
3 Section 3 of the bill allows postcard voter registration 

4 forms to be delivered to the commissioner of registration 

5 by means other than the United states mail and to be delivered 

6 collectively. 

7 Section 4 of this bill requires that an applicant cert~fy 

8 on the applicant's voter registration form that the applicant 

9 1S a citizen of the United States. The bill also corrects 

10 an error on the current required form by stating that the 

11 penalty for fraudulent registration is an aggravated 
12 misdemeanor as provided in section 48.16. 

13 Section 5 of the bill allows the voter to notify the 

14 comm1ssioner of elections of a change of address, name or 

15 telephone number by a written notice rather than being required 

16 to use the postcard registration form. 

17 Section 6 of this bill requires that political 

18 advertisements carry the identity and address of the person 

19 responsible for the advertisement. If the responsible person 

20 is an organization, the names of certain officers of the 

21 organization are to appear. Chapter 49 provides a penalty 

22 of a simple misdemeanor. 

23 Sections 7 and 8 of the bill amends the statute on assisting 

24 disabled, blind and illiterate voters to conform with the 

25 1982 amendments to the federal voting Rights Act. 

26 Section 1 of the bill is effective upon publication. 

27 Section 4 of the bill takes effect January 1, 1985. All other 

28 sections take effect July 1, 1984. 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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HOUSE FILE 2468 
H-5510 

~~end House file 2468 as follows: 
2 ~. Page 5, line 31, by striklng the 
3 and lnsertlng in lieu thereof the words 

word Itsamell 
"8a"H~ vote 

4 cast", 

H-5510 FILED MARCH 8, 1984 BY SPEAR of Lee 
a~ ,!/;.3( '1 ;(.>01) 

HOUSE FILE 2468 
H-5511 

-
1 Amend House file 2468 as follows: 
2 1. Page 6, line 27, by striking the word "or" 
3 and inserting in lieu thereof the \fOrds "ef and". 

H-55ll FILED MARCH 8, 1984 BY SPEAR of Lee 
O~.i 3/,3 (;j' /00'<) 

HOUSE FILE 2468 
H-5512 

~~end House File 2468 as follows: 
2 l. Page 5, lines 28 and 29, by striking the words 
3 "bllnd or physically disabled" and inserting in lieu 
.. thereof the words "eH:!HI-.!'-l'ftye!:ea~ty-4!:~aBle8". 
H-5512 FILED ~~RCH 8, 1984 BY SPEAR of Lee 
d~' ~'-' 4A-~ '6'1 SZ.k 

. ,j;, (,f /00/) 

- ~ J HOUSE FILE 2468 
H-5513 

1 .i".!r.end House File 2468 as~jollows : 
2 , page 5, line 5, by striking the word 
3 "advert.isements" and inserting in lieu thereof tr,e 
4 word lI ar ticles H

• 

H-5513 FILED MARCH 8, 1984 
(;~p 3)', <, /CoO// 

BY SPEAR of Lee 

HOUSE FILE 2468 
H-5623 

1 Amend House File 2468 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

'7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

4 
5 

16 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 27, the 
following: 

"d. Those filed with a city clerk under section 
43.115, not less than twenty-five days before the 
date of the election." 

2. Page 2, line 20, by inserting after the word 
"commissioner" the words "or with a city clerk under 
section 43.115". 

3. Page 2, by inserting after line 27 the 
following: 

"Sec. 2. Section 43.115, Code 1983, is amended 
by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Objections to nomination 
petltlons and certlflcates of nominations shall be 
filed and decided as provided in section 43.24." 

H-5623 FILED MARCH 12, 1984 
t1c1-<-£;, ..., ,o.-,~~ h '>?J.J 

'=:r~ "'/u (/ /000 J 

BY SWEARINGEN of Keokuk 



HOUSE FILE 2468 
H-5618 

1 Amend House File 2468 as follows: 
2 1. Page 4. line 31. by striking the word,"printed" 
3 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "publlshed". 

BY SWEARINGEN of Keokuk 
H-5618 FILED MARCH 
adr'J .J/s (!, /000) 

H-5630 

12, 1984 SWARTZ of Marshall 

HOUSE FILE 2468 

1 Amend amen~~ent H-5Sl2 to House File 2468 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1. by inserting after line 1 the following: 
4 "I. Page 5. line 22. by inserting after the word 
5 "votet'" the words "is hllnd."." 

H-S630 FILED r"lARCH 13, 1984 BY SPEAR of Lee 
.\~OPTED ~ /"'''1) 

HOU~E FILE 2468 
H-5(i33 
j 

2 
3 
4 
5 
f: 

E 
9 

A.":lend amendment. H-5623 to HO'..lse File 2468 as 
follows: 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 4 through 11 and 
lnsertinq in lieu thereof the following: 

"d. Those filed with the city clerk under chap­
te:- 43, at least tr:irty ca,'S -prior to the rr.unicipa~ 
E:::E::ction. " 

2. Page 2, b~ inserting after line 27 the fol-
1 0 ..... ' J.. ne: 

"Objectio~s filed with the city clerk shall be 
, . 
.l. _ ccor:s:dt!"E'G t.:_' t.he rr:ayo:" and cle:-k a:"lc. O:le t1c::-i:>er of 
1 " b A t~e cou~=il c~osen by the cou~cil by allot, and a 
~~ ~ajorlty declsicn shail be final; but if the objec-
14 tioD is to the certificate of nomination of either 
15 of those city officials, that official shall not 
16 pass upon said objection, but that official's place 
17 shall be filled by a member of the council against 
18 whom no objection exists, chosen as above."" 

11-5633 FILED MARCH 13, 1984 BY SWEARINGEN of Keokuk 
AD2£..TED (1' 10 40 ; 

V 

HOUSE FILE 2468 
H-5636 

:\r:le~c. House File 2468 as fellOWS: 
L 1. Page 9, line 25, ~'" ::;:.~:.king the words lithe 

~;-,"!..::E"-:. S~:1:Cs" ana l~se::.";.:· . .::; ':';". lle'u thereof the words . 
" " 2.-", - - -

O::lC:~_l)' at:~~c~.:.z· 

li-'.,GJG PILED .~"~J~RC~" : j, :92.:. 
AD~D BY U:,A,:\ IM01.;.~ CONS2:\'.' 

(k !6C~) , 

.".~NOU~D of SCOtt 
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HOUSE FILE 2./-10 & 
BY COMMITTEE ON STATE 

GOVERNMENT 

(As Amended and Passed by the HOUS€I 

Passed House, Date 4-,;:-f+V./.>97) Passed Senate, Da te .3-~ g -$4 (, //-"s) 
v . v 
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Approved ______ Z~1I~!~~1~~~/~9~~~1------------

A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the election laws by providing a method 

for challenging nomination petitions, eliminating the 

requirement for notarization of absentee ballots, allowing 

the mailing of certain absentee ballots, regulating the 

office hours of the county commissioner of elections, 

revising delivery of registration forms and changes in 

registration, requiring identification of political 

advertisers, providing for assistance to certain voters 

and making certain technical corrections to the voting 

laws and providing penalties and effective dates. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

House Amendments __________ __ 

CP9·16Z00 2/73 



S . r' . H.F. ,;; ';/'8 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 43.24 OBJECTIONS TO NOMINA7ION 

2 PE7ITIONS OR CERTIFICATES OF NOMINATION. 

3 1. WRITTEN OBJECTIONS REQuIRED. Nomination petitions 

4 or certificates of nomination filed under this chapter which 

5 are apparently in conformity t.;ith the law are valid unless 

6 objection is made in 

7 Objections to the 

writing. 

legal sufficiency of a nomination petition 

8 or certificate of nomination filed or issued under this chapter 

9 or to the eligibility of a candidate may be filed in writing 

10 by any person who would have the right to vote for the 

11 candidate for 

12 ObJections 

the office in question. 

shall be filed with the officer with whom the 

13 nomination petition or certificate of nomination was filed, 

14 and within the following time: 

15 a. Those filed with the state commissioner, not less than 

16 sixty days before the date or the election. 

17 b. Those filed with the commissioner, not less than fifty 

18 days before the date of the election. 

19 c. Objections to nominations to fill vacancies at a special 

20 election held under section 69.14, under which the forty-day 

21 notice of election provisions applies, shall be filed with 

22 the state corr~issioner not less than fifteen days prio~ to 

23 the date set for the special election. If the forty-day 

24 notice provision does not apply, objections to nominations 

25 to fill vacancies at a special election held under section 

26 69.14 may be filed any time prior to the date set for the 

27 special election. 

28 d. Those filed with the city clerk under chapter 43, at 

29 least thirty days prior to the municipal election. 

30 2. NOTICE OF OBJECTIONS. 

31 a. When objections have been filed, notice shall be mailed 

32 within seventy-two hours by certified mail to the candidate 

33 affected, addressed to the candidate's place of residence 

34 as stated in the candidate's affidavit of candidacy or in 

35 the certificate of nomination, stating that objections have 

-1-
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1 bGen ~ade, t~e nature of the objections, and the time and 

2 place the objections will be considered. 

3 b. If an objection is filed to a nomination to fill a 

4 vacancy at a special election held under section 69.14, under 

5 which the forty-day notice of election provision of section 

6 69.l4 does not apply, notice of the objection shall be made 

7 to the candidate by the state commissioner as soon as 

8 practicable. Under this paragraph, failure to notify a 

9 candidate of an objection to the candidate's nomination prior 

10 to the date set for the special election does not invalidate 

11 the hearing conducted under subsection 3. The hearing to 

12 an objection shall proceed as quickly as possible to expedite 

13 the special election. 

14 3. HEARING. Objections filed with the state co~~issioner 

15 shall be considered by the secretary of state, auditor of 

16 state, and attorney general. However, if the objection is 

17 to the nomination petition, certificate of nomination, or 

18 eligibility of one or more of those officers, those officers 

19 shall be replaced, respectively, by the treasurer of state, 

20 secretary of agriculture, and lieutenant governor for the 

21 hearing. 

22 Objections filed with the commissioner shall be considered 

23 by the county auditor, county treasurer, and county attorney. 

24 However, if the objection is to the nomination petition, 

25 certificate of nomination, or eligibility of one or more of 

26 those officers, their places shall be filled, respectively, 

27 by the county sheriff, county recorder, and chairperson of 

28 the board of supervisors. 

29 shall decide the issue. 

In either case, a majority vote 

30 Objections filed with the city clerk shall be considered 

31 by the mayor and clerk and one member of the council chaser. 

32 by the council by ballot, and a majority decision shall be 

33 final; but if the objection is to the certificate of nomination 

34 of either of those city officials, that official shall not 

35 pass upon said objection, but that official's place shall 

-2-



S. F. 

1 be filled by a member of the council against whom no objection 

2 exists, chosen as above. 

3 Sec. 2. Section 43.115, Coje 1983, is amended by adding 

4 the following nel, unnumbered paragraph: 

5 NEI, UNNU~IBERED PAR.".GRAPH. Objections to nomination 

6 petitions and certificates of nominations shall be filed and 

7 decided as provided in section 43.24. 
'~.:rI/ ~ 

8 Sec. 3. Section 47.2, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

9 the following new subsection: 

10 NEH SuBSECTION. The office of county auditor or county 

11 commissioner of elections in each county shall be open for 

12 at least eight hours on the Saturday preceding a general 

13 election, primary election, or special election called by 

14 the governor for the purpose of receiving absentee ballots 

15 and conducting other official business relating to the 

16 election. 

17 Sec. 4. Sect~on 48.3, Code 1983, is amended to read as 

18 follows: 

19 48.3 REGISTRATION B¥-MA±b FO&V.. As an alternative to 

20 the method of registration prescribed by section 48.2, dftY 

21 ~ person entitled to register under that section may 9~amit 

22 cause delivery of a completed voter registration form to the 

23 co~~issioner of registration in the person's county of 

24 residence by-~egea~e-~a~a-Hft~~ea-&~a~e9-ma~1. A registration 

25 form or the envelope containing one or more registration forms 

26 for the use of individual registrants wRe-d~e-~elaeea-ee-eaeh 

27 e~Re~-wi~h~R-the-fi~ge-ae~~ee-ef-eeR9aR~~iR~~y-e~-aff~R~ey 

28 dRa-whe-~e9~ae-ae-eRe-9aree-aaafe99-9fla±± must be postmarked 

29 or otherwise delivered by the twenty-fifth day prior to an 

30 election or the registration will not take effect for that 

31 election. A separate registration form shall be signed by 

32 each individual registrant. Within five working days after 

33 receiving a registration ey-~a~}, the commissioner shall send 

34 the registrant a receipt of the registration by first class 

35 mail marked "do Poot forward". If the receipt is returned 
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1 by the postal service the commissioner shall treat the 

2 registration as prescribed by section 48.31, subsection 7. 

3 An improperly addressed or delivered registration form shall 

4 be forwarded to the appropriate county conunissioner of 

5 registration within two working days after it is received 

6 by any other official. 

7 Sec. 5. Section 48.6, subsection 9, Code Supplement 1983, 

8 lS amended to read as follows: 

9 9. A st.at.efflel'lje certification in substantially the follov;ing 

10 form: 

11 "I st.at.e certify that I aIll a citizen of the United States, 

12 that I am or will be an eligible elector at any election at 

13 whic~ I attempt to vote and that all of the information I 

14 have given upon this voter registration form is true. I 

15 fte~eBY authorize cancellation of any prior registration to 

16 vote in this or any other jurisdiction and my eligibility 

17 to vote in any jurisdiction where voter registration is not 

18 required. I am aware that fraudulently registering, or 

19 attempting to do so, is a-Eeiel'lY an aggravated misdemeanor 

20 under Iowa law." At the time the registration is signed by 

21 the eligible elector it shall also be signed by a mobile 

22 registrar, employee of the conunissioner's office, or other 

23 eligible elector. 

24 Sec. 6. Section 48.7, subsection I, paragraph a, Code 

25 Supplement 1983, is amended to read as follOws: 

26 a. The qualified elector may submit to the commissioner 

27 a-£e~ffl-ef-t.Ae-t.y~e-~~ev~aea-fe~-e±eet.e~9-~e~~9t.e~~H~-~Hae~ 

28 geet.ieh-4S~~-~~ev~a~H~-feF-t.Ae-eieet.e~~9-e~~FeHt.-HaffieT 

29 t.e%e~ReHe-I'I~w.aeFT-geeia±-see~~it.Y-H~Be~-afta-aae~e9s-aHe a 

30 \,r i tten notice of the change of name, telephone number, or 

31 address, bearing the elector's signature. Upon receipt o~ 

32 the ~e~ffi notice, the co~~issioner shall change the registration 

33 records accordingly and the change shall be reflected in the 

34 election registers prepared for the next election held ten 

35 or more days after receipt of the qualified elector's notice. 
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1 If the fefffl notice received by the commissioner does not 

2 contain the information regarding name and address necessary 

3 to properly update the registration records, the com.-nissioner 

4 shall im.~ediately send notice to the elector, by forwardable 

5 mail directed to the elector's last known address, that the 

6 elector's registration is defective. The commissioner's 

7 notice shall advise the elector of the corrections necessary. 

8 Sec. 7. Chapter 49, Code 1983, is amended by adding the 

9 following new section: 

10 NEI'1 SECTION. POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENTS. 

11 causes the publication or distribution of 

A person who 

published material 

12 after July 1, 1984 designed to promote or defeat the nomination 

13 or election of a candidate for public office or the passage 

14 of a constitutional amendment or public measure shall in-

15 clude conspicuously on the published material the identity 

16 and address of the person responsible for the material. If 

17 the person responsible is an organization, the name of one 

18 officer of the organization shall appear on the material. 

19 This section does not apply to the editorial or news articles 

20 of a newspaper or magazine which are not political 

21 advertisements. 

22 Sec. 8. Section 49.89, Code 1983, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 49.89 SELECTION OF OFFICIALS TO ASSIST VOTERS. At, or 

25 before, the opening of the polls, the election board of each 

26 precinct shall select two members of the board, of different 

27 political parties in the case of any election in which 

28 candidates appear on the ballot under the heading of either 

29 of the political parties referred to in section 49.13, to 

30 assist voters who may be unable to cast their votes \vithout 

31 assistance as described in section 49.90. VeeefS-Wfte-afe 

32 bl±fta-ef-~ftys±eal±y-a±sa~±ee-fflay-ftaVe-eRe-assiseaRee-ef-aRY 

33 ~efSeft-tfteY-ffiay-seleee~ 

34 Sec. 9. Section 49.90, Code 1983, is amended to read as 

3S follows: 
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1 49.90 ASSISTING VOTER. Any voter who may declare upon 

2 oath that fie-eE-Sfte the voter is blind, cannot read the English 

3 language, or is, by reason of any physical disability other 

4 than intoxication, unable to cast a vote without assistance, 

5 shall, upon request, be assisted by said two officers, or 

6 alternatively by any other person the voter may select ~f 

7 ~fte-¥e~el"-';'S-B±~l'\E! -eE-J.3ft:r's~ea:l:":r'-EH.saB.±ea in casting the vote. 

8 Said officers, or person selected by the B:l:';'He-el"-J.3p.ys~ea:l::l:y 

9 e±saslea voter, shall cast the vote of the voter requiring 

10 assistance, and shall thereafter give no information regarding 

11 the saffie vote cast. If any elector because of a handicap 

12 cannot enter the building where the polling place for the 

13 elector's precinct of residence is located, the two officers 

14 shall take a paper ballot to the vehicle occupied by the 

15 handicapped elector and allow the elector to cast the ballot 

16 in the vehicle. If a handicapped elector cannot cast a ballot 

17 on a voting machine the elector shall be allowed to cast a 

18 paper ballot, which shall be opened immediately after the 

19 closing of the polling place by the two precinct election 

20 officialS designated under section 49.89, who shall register 

21 the votes cast thereon on a voting machine in the polling 

22 place before the votes cast there are tallied pursuant to 

23 section 52.21. To preserve so far as possible the 

24 confidentiality of each handicapped elector's ballot, the 

25 two officers shall proceed substantially in the same manner 

26 as provided in section 53.24. In precincts where all voters 

27 use paper ballots, those cast by handicapped voters shall 

28 be deposited in the regular ballot box and counted in the 

29 usual manner. 

30 Sec. 10. Section 50.24, Code 1983, is amended to read 

31 as follows: 

32 50.24 CANVASS BY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. The county board 

33 of superv~sors shall meet to canvass the vote at nine o'clock 

34 on the morning of the first Monday after the day of each 

35 election to which this chapter is applicable, unless the law 
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1 authorizing the election specifies another date for the 

2 car.vass. If that Monday ~s a public holiday, tAe-p~e~*e*eft9 

3 ef section 4.1, subsection 22 9fia±l-eefte~e± controls. ~pon 

4 conven~ng, the board shall open and canvass the tally lists 

5 and shall prepare abstracts stating, in words wr~tten at 

6 length, the number of votes cast in the county, or in that 

7 portion 0: the county in which the election was held, for 

8 each office e~ and on each question on the ballot for the 

9 election. The board shall also open and include in the canvass 

10 any absentee ballots which were received after the polls 

11 closed in accordance with section 53.17. The abstract shall 

12 further indicate the name of each person who received votes 

13 for each office on the ballot, and the number of votes each 

14 person named received for that office, and the number of votes 

15 for and against each question submitted to the voters at the 

16 election. 

17 Sec. 11. Section 53.2, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

18 Supplement 1983, is amended to read as follows: 

19 Neefiift~-ift-eft*9 This section 9fta!l-Be-eeftge~~ee-~e does 

20 not require that a written communication mailed to the 

21 commissioner'S office to request an absentee ballot, or any 

22 other document exee~~-eHe-aagefte-Veee~~9-aff*eavie-Fe~~iFee 

23 ~Y-gee~ieft-53~137 be notarized as a prerequisite to receiving 

24 or marking an absentee ballot or returning to the commissioner 

25 an absentee ballot which has been voted. 

26 Sec. 12. Section 53.8, subsection 3, unnumbered paragraphs 

27 1 and 3, Code Supplement 1983, are amended to read as follows: 

·28 l'ihen an application for an absentee ballot is received 

29 by the commissioner of any county from a qualified elector 

30 who is confined to a residence by a physical disability or 

31 illness, a patient in a hospital in that county or a resident 

32 of any facility In that county shown to be a health care 

33 facility by the list of licenses provided the commissioner 

34 under section 135C.29, the absentee ballot shall be delivered 

35 t.o the elector and returned to the commissioner in the miin:-,er 
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1 prescribed by section 53.22. However, if the applica1:.ion 

2 is received more than ten calendar days before the election 

3 and the commissioner has not elected to mail absentee ballots 

4 to the applicant as provided under section 53.22, subsection 

5 2, the commissioner shall mail to the applicant within twenty-

6 four hours a letter in substantially the following form: 

:;,,: 7 Nothing in this subsection nor in section 53.22 shall be 

8 construed to prohibit a qualified elector who is confined 

9 to a residence by a physical disability or illness, a hospital 

10 patient or resident of a health care facility, or who 

11 anticipates entering a hospital or health care facility before 

12 the date of a forthcoming election, from casting an absentee 

13 ballot in the manner prescribed by section 53.11. 

14 Sec. 13. Section 53.11, Code 1983, is amended to read 

15 as follows: 

16 53.11 PERSONAL DELIVERY OF ABSENTEE BALLOT. The 

17 commissioner shall deliver an absentee ballot to any qualified 

18 elector applying in person at fiis the commissioner's office 

19 not more than forty days before the date of the general 

20 election and the primary election, and for all other elections, 

21 as soon as the ballot is available. The qualified elector 

22 shall immediately mark the ballot, enclose and seal it in 

23 a ballot envelopeL W±~A-~fe~e~ subscribe to the affidavit 

24 on the reverse side of the envelope, and return the absentee 

25 ballot to the commissioner. The commissioner shall record 

26 the numbers appearing on the application and ballot envelope 

27 along with the n~~e of the qualified elector. The commissioner 

28 of any county in which there is located a city of five thousand 

29 or ~ore population, which is not the county seat, may permit 

30 qualified electors to appear in person at some designated 

31 place within each such city and there cast an absentee ballot 

32 in the manner prescribed by this section. 

33 Sec. 14. Section 53.12, Code 1983, is amended to read 

34 as follows: 

35 53.12 DUTY OF COMMISSIONER. The commissioner shall enclose 
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1 the absentee ballot in an unsealed envelope, to be furnished 

2 h? hilfl the comrr.issioner, which envelope shall bear upon its 

3 face the words "county corrunissioner of elections", the address 

4 of his the co~~issioner's office, and the same serial number 

5 appearing on the unsealed envelope shall be affixed to the 

6 application. 'i'fte-seai-ef-~lle-epf:i:eel'-p!eea~:i:~±l't~-efte-aff:i:rla,,:i:e 

7 sllaii,-:i:f-~e55:i:Bie,-Be-~iaeee-eH-eRe-aff:i:ea"ie-e)'t¥ele~e-±H 

8 s~ell-a-lfIa)'tRel'-eRa~-elle-Ba~iee-w:i:~±-p!ee-Be-lfIa~*ee-By-ehe-seal, 

9 ftewe"el',-:i:f-~lle-eff±eel'Ls-seai-lfIa~es-ap!-:i:m~~:i:l'te-el't-eRe-Bailee 

10 tllae-lfIal'~:i:H~-5lla±±-p!ee-:i:p!"ai:i:eaee-eRe-Ba±±ee~ 

11 Sec. 15. Section 53.15, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1983, 

12 lS amended to read as follows: 

13 The qualified elector, on receipt of an absentee ballot, 

14 shall,-:i:l't-elle-pEe5e)'tee-ef-eRe-eff:i:eel'-fteeal':i:~:i:ft~-eRe-aff:i:ea¥:i:e, 

IS mark 5~ell the ballot in such a manner that sHell-eff:i:eeF no 

16 other person will )'tee know how sHell the ballot is marked. 

17 Sec. 16. Section 53.16, Code 1983, is amended to read 

18 as follows: 

19 53.16 ~AN~N6-ANB SUBSCRIBING eA~H TO AFFIDAVIT. After 

20 marking s~efl the ballot, the voter shall,-eefeFe-sa:i:a-eff:i:eef', 

21 make and subscribe to the affidavit on the reverse side of 

22 the envelope, and,-:i:R-elle-?f'eSeHee-ef-9Hell-eff:i:ee~, fold stleft 

23 the ballot, or ballots, separately, so as to conceal the 

24 markings efiel'eeH on them, and deposit elle-saffle them in sa~e 

25 the envelope, wfi:i:eh-shall-tRea-he and securely sea lee seal 

26 the envelope. 

27 Sec. 17. Section 53.17, Code 1983, is amended by striking 

28 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

29 53.17 MAILI~G OR DELIVERING BALLOT. The sealed envelope 

30 containing the absentee ballot shall be enclosed in a carrier 

31 envelope which shall be securely sealed. The sealed carrier 

32 envelope shall be returned to the commissioner by one of the 

33 following methods: 

34 1. The sealed carrier envelope may be delivered by the 

35 qualified elector or the elector's designee to the 
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1 commissioner's office no later than the time the polls are 

2 closed on election day. 

3 2. The sealed carrier envelope may be mailed, postage 

4 paid, to the commissioner. In order for the ballot to be 

5 cou~ted, the carrier envelope must be clearly postmarked by 

6 an officially authorized postal service not later than the 

7 day before the election and received by the con~issioner ~ot 

8 later than the time established for the canvass by the board 

9 of supervisors for that election. The commissioner shall 

10 contact the post office serving the commissioner's office 

11 at the latest practicable hour prior to the canvass by the 

12 board of supervisors for that election, and shall arrange 

13 for absentee ballots received lon that post office but not 

14 yet delivered to the commissioner's office to be brought to 

15 the commissioner's office prior to the canvass for that 

16 election by the board of supervisors. 

17 Sec. 18. Section 53.22, subsection 1, Code 1983, is amended 

__ . 18 to read as follows: 

'" 19 l. a. A qualified elector who has applied for an absentee 

20 ballot, in a manner other than that prescribed by section 

21 53.11, and who is confined to a residence by a physical 

22 disability or illness, or a resident or patient lon a health 

23 care facility or hospital located in the county to which the 

24 application has been submitted shall be delivered the 

25 appropriate absentee ballot by two special precinct election 

26 officers, one of whom shall be a member of each of the 

27 political parties referred to in section 49.13, who shall 

28 be appointed by the commissioner from the election board panel 

29 for the special precinct established by section 53.20. The 

30 special precinct election officers shall be sworn in the 

31 manner provided by section 49.75 for election board members, 

32 shall receive compensation as provided in section 49.20 and 

33 shall perform their duties during the ten calendar days 

34 preceding the election and on election day if all ballots 

35 requested under section 53.8, subsection 3 have not previously 
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1 been delivered and returned. 

2 b. If an applicant under this subsection notifies the 

3 commissioner that Ae-eF-BRe the a~plicant will not be available 

G at the residence, health care facility or hospital address 

5 at any time during the ten-day period immediately prior to 

6 the election, but will be available there at some earlier 

7 time, the commissioner shall direct the two special precinct 

8 election officers to deliver the applicant's ballot at an 

9 appropriate time prior to the ten-day period immediately 

10 preceding the election. If a person who so requested an 

11 absentee ballot has been dismissed from the health care 

12 facility or hospital, the special precinct election officers 

13 may take the ballot to the elector if fie-ef-sfie the elector 

14 is currently residing in the county. 

15 c. ~fte-g~ee~a%-~Eee~Re~-e%eee~eR-efE±ee~S-sfta%~-~eefi 

16 Re~af~~e-eaeft-aBSeRe-~eeefLs-aff±~avi~-as-fe~~iEea-BY-seeeieR 

17 "3 .. 16-;--a fly -stleli -effieef-wl;e-is-ftet!-a-ReeaEY-!9lil:lH:e-sfiait ± -be 

18 previaee-wie!;-a-5eam~-eeRt!aiRift~-t!!;at!-!gefseftLs-Haffie-afte-~!;e 

19 wefes-~9!gee~al-~~eeiRe~-eleeE~eft-effiee~~-aRa-ffiaY-Heea~i~e 

20 tF.e-aeseReee-affiaavi~s-ge-ae%i~e~ee-By-9i~RiR~-~Aeffi-aRe 

21 a~~%yifl~-EAe-Seaffi!9~ The special precinct election officers 

22 shall travel together in the same vehicle and both shall be 

23 present when an applicant casts liis-e~-he~ ~ absentee ballot. 

24 If either or both of the special precinct election officers 

25 fails fail to appear at the time the duties set forth in this 

26 section are to be performed, the corrmissioner shall at once 

27 appoint some other person, giving preference to persons 

28 designated by the respective county chairpersons of the 

29 political parties described in section 49.13, to carry out 

30 the requirements of this section. The persons authorized 

31 by this subsection to deliver an absentee ballot to an 

32 dpplicant, if requested, may assist the applicant in filling 

33 out the ballot as per.nitted by section 49.90. 'i'lie Arter the 

34 voter has securely sealed the marked ballot in the envelope 

35 crovided and has subscribed to the oath, the voted absentee 

-11-
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1 ballots shall be deposited in a sealed container which shall 

2 be returned to the commissioner on the same day the ballots 

3 are voted. On election day the officers shall return the 

4 sealed container by the time the polls are closed. 

5 Sec. 19. Section 53.22, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

6 the following new subsection: 

7 NEi\, SUBSECTION. 3. 

8 or general election or a 

For any election except a 

special election to fill 

primary 

a vacancy 

9 under section 69.14, the commissioner may, as an alternative 

10 to subsection I, mail an absentee ballot to an applicant under 

11 this section to be voted and returned to the commissioner 

12 in accordance with this chapter. This sUbsection only applies 

13 to applications for absentee ballots from a single health 

14 care facility or hospital if there are no more than two 

15 applications from that facility or hospital. 

16 Sec. 20. Section 53.44, Code 1983, is amended by striking 

17 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

IS 53.44 SIGNING THE AFFIDAVIT. The affidavit on the envelope 

19 used in connection with voting by absentee ballot under this 

20 division by members of the armed forces of the United States 

21 need not be notarized or witnessed, but the affidavit on the 

22 ballot envelope shall be completed and signed by the voter. 

23 Sec. 21. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

24 takes effect from and after its publication in the Quad City 

25 Times, a ne.vspaper published in Davenport, Iowa, and in the 

26 Sigourney News-Review, a newspaper published in Sigourney, 

27 Iowa. Section 1 of this Act takes effect upon publication. 

28 Section 5 of this Act takes effect January 1, 1985. All other 

29 sections of this Act take effect on July I, 1984. 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-12-

HP 2468/25C 



HOUSE FILE 2468 
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1 :, 
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1 ./ 

It! 
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/\plo.,,,d IlfJlI:.:e I:'j I .• ~ /'\(J!I a!; ;1I""lIdc'lI, /,.I~;:;,'d :IIh.1 

l·"I.rillt.,,1 lly t·h,- IIClII:;I~, ;.\!. foll • .\w::: 
1. L'.:lI.JI.!), lly lJl:;.·~r:-tin9 after:- : ill'.~ ./ UI(~ [OJ.lO .... ;i.II'1: 
"!;t~(;. S(~(;ti.{)J1 117.2, r;ltiJ!;C<.:t1.()1l 1, <.:oJt..~ lCJUJ, 

i!; ,11IIL!lld<.;a-to l"c.-ld ... :~ (ollow~;: 
1. Til.' COllllLy dlidiLur of each 1,:C1llllly i:; dC':;j'Jlldl.-d 

.l:i L110 cOLlnty cOlllllli.ssi(lJleI:' of ('l.~cti()II!'; i.n (~:.ICIt t:Ollllty. 

11()1r"~\'CJ:, jn cOllnti.~!; h;p.:iI1c}.:l \)upuJ,'lioll of fifty 
·l:il()II:;ii·mlt;rill()n~ ,ll~0--I;oar·j--oYS u-l~r·r:-\; i':~o-r.s sil-clJl.--
-';iJ'[;()·j,I'I-t-':tC-Olll;·~Cl;'II~;iT ~s iOi\ci~ 0 f -(~ i ;:(~·I-To·I\·~11l~~ 
cou·l;tY c()iiiinisS1C),i·c·ro-,E electiolls !,-liii'llc()llcfuct voLeI:' 

n.:gistL"ation pursu,'lIt to chapter 48 allll conduct all 
elections within the county." 

2. Page 12, by inserting after linc' 22 the fol1o\ .... infj: 
.. ~;t~c. Sccti,oll J31.50:", Code 1C)11], i.s ()il\cnued l:;~' 

<:Iud i JIg the fo.llow.l.llcJ IIPW lln!lllllllH?r.-'d IlilC,t<jrapit: 
NI-:\;f UI'II·!IJi·1fIl·:lml> P/\l\I\(~IU\l'lj. III COIIIII i.~~; 1I;IVi 11'1 .. 

POi.llll:ltTt)Il--ur-,,-C(C\; l,ilc)-llS7.lI<1 0'- mOI',-, :alil::('cL iOIl:,: i, 
2, Llnu 4 do noL apply to the allditol· ... 

J. Titl.e paq(', lillC S, by ill::;('ctill<j .. (t,!l" Ill" \·/,)1.1 

"el.,'ctiplls," the \.Jorcis "providi IV,' fUI· t 11(' ~lJ,poilll:mcnt 
of thl2 county conuni s~;ioner of clectiullS by tllc board 
of supcrvi,soc:; tn (;CrL,1 Ln count i('~;". 

4. By nUII\!x~rir)fi, r"'illUlll)0ring alld corl(!cLiIl9 internal 
rC[<..!l..·cnccs <1S nl;CCS~;,ll'-y. 

-5537 FILED 
MARCH 26, 1984 

BY JOE BROWN 
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HOUSE FILE 2468 
S-SS04 
1 AmendlHouse File 2468 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 7, lines 30 and 31, by striking the words 
4 "confined to a residence b h sical disabilit 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

or 1 

lines 8 ,and 9, by striking the words 
residence bah sical disabilit 

3. Page 10, lines 21 
"confined to a residence 

by striking the words 
sical disabilit 

or 1 ness, or". 

S-5504 FILED 
MARCH 23, 1984 
6-t4p 3/~e(f ./1-2.5) 

BY COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT 
TOM SLATER, CHAIR 

I 
HOUSE FILE 2468 

S-S532 I 
I AIIH'J\d JlOII:;C F i I.e 7.468 as amended, passed and 
1. reprinted by House as follows: 
3 1. Paqe 12, by inserting after line 22 the 
·1 f0110w.in<J: 
S "Sec. 21. ADVISOI<Y I"IEASURE ON LOTTERY. 
G 1, The adv i::;ory lllea~;ure described in subsection 
" ~ : . .;ha 11 be pl aced 011 the ba 110t at the 1984 general 
f3 election, publi::-.;(led, and submi tted t:o a vote of the 
') entire lwople of the sLate in the same manner as 

10 provided for constitutional amendments under chapters 
11 6 and 49. The vote on the measure is advisory only 
12 (mel 0 f no lega 1 effect. 
13 2. The ballot tor the advisol'y measure shall be 
14 substantially in the following form: 
15 "Snould the stale establish a public 
161c.ttel'Y?" 

S-5532 FILED 
MARCH 26, 1984 
~4,:;~-, r(WI..-v 3 /J. ~~. If.} S' ) 

.• t; . 

BY JAMES V. GALLAGHER 

.t 

Yes 
No 

/ " 



SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 2468 
H-5959 

1 
_ 2 
~o4, '3 

Amend House File 2468 as amended, passed and 
reprinted by the House as follows: 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1. Page 7, lines 30 and 31, by striking the words 
"confined to a residence by a physical disability 
or illness,". 

2. Page 8, lines 8 and 9, by s~riking the words 
"confined to a residence by a physical disabiljty 
or illness,". 

10 
3. Page 10, lines 21 

"confined to a residence 
11 or illness, or". 

('6'11 > 

H-5959 FILED MARCH 29, 1984 

and 22, by striking the words 
by a physical disability 

RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE .) 
U~ ~ 4-/.3 (t- is"9'i 

HOUSE FILE 2468 
H-6041 

1 Amend the Senate amendment H-5959 to House File 
2 2468 as amended, passed and reprinted as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after ~ine 2 the following: 
4 " . Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the 
5 follOWing: 
6 "Sec. 50. Section 43.11, Code 1983, is amended 
7 by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 
8 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. For purposes of 
9 subsectlons 1 and 2, nomlnation papers which are 

10 mailed and postmarked at least twenty-four hours 
11 before the five o'clock p.m. deadline specified in 
12 subsections 1 or 2, as appropriate, and are received 
13 not later than thirty days after the appropriate 
14 deadline shall be considered as having been filed 
15 before the appropriate deadline,"" 
16 2, Page 1, by inserting after line 11 the 
17 following: 
18 " , Page 12, line 27, by inserting after the 
19 word"Iowa." the words and figures "Section 50 of 
20 this Act 1S retroactive to March 26, 1984," 
21 ,Title page, line 1, by inserting after the 
22 wor(]1Tproviding" the words "that nomination papers 
23 are considered to have been filed on time if they 
24 have been mailed and postmarked before the appropriate 
25 deadline,", 
26 By numbering, renumbering and correcting 
27 internal references as necessary," 

H-6041 FILED APRIL 2, 1984 
~- f~---'- 'lis Cif- /S97 ) 

BY SCHROEDER of Pottawattamie 

I 
I 
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AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE ELECTION LAWS BY PROVIDING A METHOD FOR 

CHALLENGING NOMINATION PETITIONS, ELIMINATING THE RE­
QUIREMENT FOR NOTARIZATION OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS, ALLOW­

ING THE MAILING OF CERTAIN ABSENTEE BALLOTS, REGULATING 

THE OFFICE HOURS OF THE COUNTY COMMISSIONER OF ELECTIONS, 

REVISING DELIVERY OF REGISTRATION FORMS AND CHANGES IN 

REGISTRATION, REQUIRING IDENTIFICATION OF POLITICAL AD­

VERTISERS, PROVIDING FOR ASSISTANCE TO CERTAIN VOTERS 

AND MAKING CERTAIN TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO THE VOTING 

LAWS AND PROVIDING PENALTIES AND EFFECTIVE DATES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. NEW SECTION. 43.24 OBJECTIONS TO NOMINATION 

PETITIONS OR CERTIFICATES OF NOMINATION. 

1. WRITTEN OBJECTIONS REQUIRED. Nomination petitions 

or certificates of nomination filed under this chapter which 

are apparently in conformity with the law are valid unless 

objection is made in writing. 

Objections to the legal sufficiency of a nomination petition 

or certificate of nomination filed or issued under this chapter 

or to the eligibility of a candidate may be filed in writing 

by any person who would have the right to vote for the 

candidate for the office in question. 

Objections shall be filed with the officer with whom the 

nomination petition or certificate of nomination was filed, 

and within the following time: 

a. Those filed with the state commissioner, not less than 

sixty days before the date of the election. 

b. Those filed with the commissioner, not less than fifty 

days before the date of the election. 

• • 
House File 2468, P. 2 

c. Objections to nominations to fill vacancies at a special 

election held under section 69.14, under which the forty-day 

notice of election provisions applies, shall be filed with 

the state commissioner not less than fifteen days prior to 

the date set for the special election. If the forty-day 

notice provision does not apply, objections to nominations 

to fill vacancies at a special election held under section 

69.14 may be filed any time prior to the date set for the 

special election. 

d. Those filed with the city clerk under chapter 43, at 

least thirty days prior to the municipal election. 

2. NOTICE OF OBJECTIONS. 

a. When objections have been filed, notice shall be mailed 
within seventy-two hours by certified mail to the candidate 

affected, addressed to the candidate's place of residence 

as stated in the candidate's affidavit of candidacy or in 

the certificate of nomination, stating that objections have 

been made, the nature of the objections, and the time and 

place the objections will be considered. 

b. If an objection is filed to a nomination to fill a 

vacancy at a special election held under section 69.14, under 

which the forty-day notice of election provision of section 

69.14 does not apply, notice of the objection shall be made 

to the candidate by the state commissioner as soon as 

practicable. Under this paragraph, failure to notify a 

candidate of an objection to the candidate's nomination prior 

to the date set for the special election does not invalidate 

the hearing conducted under subsection 3. The hearing to 

an objection shall proceed as quickly as possible to expedite 

the special election. 

3. HEARING. Objections filed with the state commissioner 

shall be considered by the secretary of state, auditor of 

state, and attorney general. However, if the objection is 

to the nomination petition, certificate of nomination, or 

eligibility of one or more of those officers, those officers 

1. •. ,-~$-
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shall be replaced, respectively, by the treasurer of state, 
secretary of agriculture, and lieutenant governor for the 

hearing. 
Objections filed with the commissioner shall be considered 

by the county auditor, county treasurer, and county attorney. 
However, if the objection is to the nomination petition, 

certificate of nomination, or eligibility of one or more of 
those officers, their places shall be filled, respectively, 
by the county sheriff, county recorder, and chairperson of 
the board of supervisors. In either case, a majority vote 

shall decide the issue. 
Objections filed with the city clerk shall be considered 

by the mayor and clerk and one member of the council chosen 
by the council by ballot, and a majority decision shall be 
final; but if the objection is to the certificate of nominatioIL-- __ . 
of either of those city officials, that official shall not 
pass upon said objection, but that official's place shall 
be filled by a member of the council against whom no objection 

exists, chosen as above. 
Sec. 2. section 43.115, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

the following new unnumbered paragraph: 
NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Objections to nomination 

petitions and certificates of nominations shall be filed and 

decided as provided in section 43.24. 

Sec. 3. Section 47.2, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

the following new subsection: 
NEW SUBSECTION. The office of county auditor or county 

commissioner of elections in each county shall be open for 
at least eight hours on the Saturday preceding a general 
election, primary election, or special election called by 
the governor for the purpose of receiving absentee ballots 

and conducting other official business relating to the 

election. 
Sec. 4. Section 48.3, Code 1983, is amended to read as 

follows: 

• • 
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48.3 REGISTRATION B¥-MAfb FORM. As an alternative to 

the method of registration prescribed by section 48.2, aRY 
~ person entitled to register under that section may 8HBffii~ 

cause delivery of a completed voter registration form to the 
commissioner of registration in the person's county of 

residence By-~e8~a~e-~aia-BRi~ea-6~a~e8-ffiai~. A registration 
form or the envelope containing one or more registration forms 

for the use of individual registrants wfie-aFe-Fe~a~ea-~e-eaefi 

e~fieF-wi~fiiR-~Re-fif8~-ae~fee-ef-eeRsaR~HiRi~y-eF-affiRi~y 

aRa-wfie-Fesiae-a~-~Re-8affie-aaafe88-8fia~~ must be postmarked 
or otherwise delivered by the twenty-fifth day prior to an 

election or the registration will not take effect for that 
election. A separate registration form shall be signed by 
each individual registrant. within five working days after 
receiving a registration sY-ffiai~, the commissioner shall send 
the registrant a receipt of the registration by first class 

mail marked "do not forward". If the receipt is returned 
by the postal service the commissioner shall treat the 
registration as prescribed by section 48.31, subsection 7. 

An improperly addressed or delivered registration form shall 

be forwarded to the appropriate county commissioner of 
registration within two working days after it is received 
by any other official. 

Sec. 5. Section 48.6, subsection 9, Code Supplement 1983, 

is amended to read as follows: 

9. A 8~a~effieR~ certification in substantially the following 
form: 

"I 8~a~e certify that I am a citizen of the united States, 

that I am or will be an eligible elector at any election at 
which I attempt to vote and that all of the information I 
have given upon this voter registration form is true. I 

ReFesy authorize cancellation of any prior registration to 
vote in this or any other jurisdiction and my eligibility 
to vote in any jurisdiction where voter registration is not 
required. I am aware that fraudulently registering, or 

• "f 
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attempting to do so, is a-fe~eRY an aggravated misdemeanor 

under Iowa law." At the time the registration is signed by 

the eligible elector it shall also be signed by a mobile 

registrar, employee of the commissioner's office, or other 

eligible elector. 

Sec. 6. section 48.7, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 

Supplement 1983, is amended to read as follows: 

a. The qualified elector may submit to the commissioner 

a-feFM-ef-~Re-~~e-~~ev~aea-fe~-e~ee~e~e-~e~~e~e~~R~-HRae~ 

eee~~eR-48~3-~~ev~a~R~-fe~-~Re-e~ee~e~~e-eH~feR~-RaffieT 

te~e~ReRe-RHffiBefT-eee~a~-eeeH~~tY-RHffiBe~-aRa-aaa~eee-aRa ~ 

written notice of the change of name, telephone number, or 

address, bearing the elector's signature. Upon receipt of 

the fe~ffi notice, the commissioner shall change the registration 

records accordingly and the change shall be reflected in the 

election registers prepared for the next election held ten 

or more days after receipt of the qualified elector's notice. 

If the feFM notice received by the commissioner does not 

contain the information regarding name and address necessary 

to properly update the registration records, the commissioner 

shall immediately send notice to the elector, by forwardable 

mail directed to the elector's last known address, that the 

elector's registration is defective. The commissioner's 

notice shall advise the elector of the corrections necessary. 

Sec. 7. Chapter 49, Code 1983, is amended by adding the 

following new section: 

NEW SECTION. POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENTS. A person who 

causes the publication or distribution of published material 

after July 1, 1984 designed to promote or defeat the nomination 

or election of a candidate for public office or the passage 

of a constitutional amendment or public measure shall in-

clude conspicuously on the published material the identity 

and address of the person responsible for the material. If 

the person responsible is an organization, the name of one 

officer of the organization shall appear on the material. 

• • 
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This section does not apply to the editorial or news articles 

of a newspaper or magazine which are not political 

advertisements. 

Sec. 8. section 49.89, Code 1983, is amended to read as 

follows: 

49.89 SELECTION OF OFFICIALS TO ASSIST VOTERS. At, or 

before, the opening of the polls, the election board of each 

precinct shall select two members of the board, of different 

political parties in the case of any election in which 

candidates appear on the ballot under the heading of either 

of the political parties referred to in section 49.13, to 

assist voters who may be unable to cast their votes without 

assistance as described in section 49.90. Ve~e~e-wRe-afe 

B~~Ra-e~-~Rye~ea~~y-a~eaB~ea-maY-Rave-tRe-aee~etaRee-ef-aRy 

~efeeR-tRey-may-ee~ee~~ 

Sec. 9. Section 49.90, Code 1983, is amended to read as 

follows: 

49.90 ASSISTING VOTER. Any voter who may declare upon 

oath that Re-ef-eRe the voter is blind, cannot read the English 

language, or is, by reason of any physical disability other 

than intoxication, unable to cast a vote without assistance, 

shall, upon request, be assisted by said two officers, or 

alternatively by any other person the voter may select ~{ 

tRe-vetef-~8-B~~Ra-e~-~Ry8~ea~~y-a~8aB~ea in casting the vote. 

Said officers, or person selected by the B~~Ra-ef-~Ry8~ea~~y 

a~8aB~ea voter, shall cast the vote of the voter requiring 

assistance, and shall thereafter give no information regarding 

the 8ame vote cast. If any elector because of a handicap 

cannot enter the building where the polling place for the 

elector's precinct of residence is located, the two officers 

shall take a paper ballot to the vehicle occupied by the 

handicapped elector and allow the elector to cast the ballot 

in the vehicle. If a handicapped elector cannot cast a ballot 

on a voting machine the elector shall be allowed to cast a 

paper ballot, which shall be opened immediately after the 
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closing of the polling place by the two precinct election 

officials designated under section 49.89, who shall register 

the votes cast thereon on a voting machine in the polling 

place before the votes cast there are tallied pursuant to 

section 52.21. To preserve so far as possible the 

confidentiality of each handicapped elector's ballot, the 

two officers shall proceed substantially in the same manner 

as provided in section 53.24. In precincts where all voters 

use paper ballots, those cast by handicapped voters shall 

be deposited in the regular ballot box and counted in the 

usual manner. 

Sec. 10. section 50.24, Code 1983, is amended to read 

as follows: 
50.24 CANVASS BY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. The county board 

of supervisors shall meet to canvass the vote at nine o'clock 

on the morning of the first Monday after the day of each 

election to which this chapter is applicable, unless the law 

authorizing the election specifies another date for the 

canvass. If that Monday is a public holiday, £Re-~Fev~8~sRB 

sf section 4.1, sUbsection 22 8Rall-esR£Fsl controls. Upon 

convening, the board shall open and canvass the tally lists 

and shall prepare abstracts stating, in words written at 

length, the number of votes cast in the county, or in that 

portion of the county in which the election was held, for 

each office eF and on each question on the ballot for the 

election. The board shall also open and include in the canvass 

any absentee ballots which were received after the polls 

closed in accordance with section 53.17. The abstract shall 

further indicate the name of each person who received votes 

for each office on the ballot, and the number of votes each 

person named received for that office, and the number of votes 

for and against each question submitted to the voters at the 

election. 
Sec. 11. section 53.2, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

Supplement 1983, is amended to read as follows: 

• • 
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NS£R~R~-~R-£R~8 This section 8Rall-Be-eeR8£F~e6-£e does 

not require that a written communication mailed to the 

commissioner's office to request an absentee ballot, or any 

other document e*ee~£-£Re-aB8eR£-ve£eF~8-aff~6av~£-Fe~~~Fe6 

BY-Bee£~eR-53~137 be notarized as a prerequisite to receiving 
or marking an absentee ballot or returning to the commissioner 

an absentee ballot which has been voted. 

Sec. 12. Section 53.8, subsection 3, unnumbered paragraphs 

1 and 3, Code Supplement 1983, are amended to read as follows: 

When an application for an absentee ballot is received 

by the commissioner of any county from a qualified elector 

who is a patient in a hospital in that county or a resident 

of any facility in that county shown to be a health care 

facility by the list of licenses provided the commissioner 

under section 135C.29, the absentee ballot shall be delivered 

to the elector and returned to the commissioner in the manner 

prescribed by section 53.22. However, if the application 

is received more than ten calendar days before the election 

and the commissioner has not elected to mail absentee ballots 

to the applicant as provided under section 53.22, subsection 

~, the commissioner shall mail to the applicant within twenty­

four hours a letter in substantially the following form: 

Nothing in this subsection nor in section 53.22 shall be 

construed to prohibit a qualified elector who is a hospital 

patient or resident of a health care facility, or who 

anticipates entering a hospital or health care facility before 

the date of a forthcoming election, from casting an absentee 

ballot in the manner prescribed by section 53.11. 

Sec. 13. section 53.11, Code 1983, is amended to read 
as follows: 

53.11 PERSONAL DELIVERY OF ABSENTEE BALLOT. The 

commissioner shall deliver an absentee ballot to any qualified 

elector applying in person at R~8 the commissioner's office 

not more than forty gays before the date of the general 

election and the primary election, and for all other elections, 

• 
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as soon as the ballot is available. The qualified elector 

shall immediately mark the ballot, enclose and seal it in 

a ballot envelopeL Wi~R-pFepeF subscribe to the affidavit 

on the reverse side of the envelope, and return the absentee 

ballot to the commissioner. The commissioner shall record 

the numbers appearing on the application and ballot envelope 

along with the name of the qualified elector. The commissioner 

of any county in which there is located a city of five thousand 

or more population, which is not the county seat, may permit 

qualified electors to appear in person at some designated 

place within each such city and there cast an absentee ballot 

in the manner prescribed by this section. 

Sec. 14. Section 53.12, Code 1983, is amended to read 

as follows: 

53.12 DUTY OF COMMISSIONER. The commissioner shall enclose 

the absentee ballot in an unsealed envelope, to be furnished 

by Rim the commissioner, which envelope shall bear upon its 

face the words "county commissioner of elections", the address 

of Ris the commissioner's office, and the same serial number 

appearing on the unsealed envelope shall be affixed to the 

application. ~Re-sea~-ef-~Re-effieef-Re~afi~iR§-~Re-affiaavi~ 

sRa~~,-if-pessiB~e,-Be-p~aeea-eR-~Re-affiaavi~-eRve~epe-iR 

BHeR-a-maRRef-~Ra~-~Re-Ba~~e~-wi~~-Re~-Be-ffiafkea-BY-~Re-sea~, 

Rewevef,-if-~Re-effieef~e-sea~-ffiakes-aR-iffipfiR~-eR-~Re-Ba~~e~ 

~Ra~-ffiafkiR§-BRa±~-Re~-iRva~iaa~e-~Re-Ba~~e~~ 

Sec. 15. Section 53.15, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1983, 

is amended to read as follows: 

The qualified elector, on receipt of an absentee ballot, 

shall,-iR-~Re-pfeseRee-ef-~Re-effieef-Re~afi~iR§-~Re-affiaavi~, 

mark SHeR the ballot in such ~ manner that eHeR-effieef ~o 

other person will Re~ know how sHeR the ballot is marked. 

Sec. 16. Section 53.16, Code 1983, is amended to read 

as follows: 

53.16 ~AK!NG-AN9 SUBSCRIBING 8AFH TO AFFIDAVIT. After 

marking eHeR the ballot, the voter shall,-Befefe-saia-effieeFT 

• .\ 
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make and subscribe to the affidavit on the reverse side of 

the envelope, and,-iR-~Re-pfeseRee-ef-sHeR-effieef, fold sHeR 

the ballot, or ballots, separately, so as to conceal the 

markings ~RefeeR on them, and deposit ~Re-saffie them in saia 

the envelope, wRieR-sRa~~-~ReR-Be and securely sea~ea seal 

the envelope. 

Sec. 17. section 53.17, Code 1983, is amended by striking 

the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

53.17 MAILING OR DELIVERING BALLOT. The sealed envelope 

containing the absentee ballot shall be enclosed in a carrier 

envelope which shall be securely sealed. The sealed carrier 

envelope shall be returned to the commissioner by one of the 

following methods: 

1. The sealed carrier envelope may be delivered by the 

qualified elector or the elector's designee to the 

commissioner's office no later than the time the polls are 

closed on election day. 

2. The sealed carrier envelope may be mailed, postage 

paid, to the commissioner. In order for the ballot to be 

counted, the carrier envelope must be clearly postmarked by 

an officially authorized postal service not later than the 

day before the election and received by the commissioner not 

later than the time established for the canvass by the board 

of supervisors for that election. The commissioner shall 

contact the post office serving the commissioner's office 

at the latest practicable hour prior to the canvass by the 

board of supervisors for that election, and shall arrange 

for absentee ballots received in that post office but not 

yet delivered to the commissioner's office to be brought to 

the commissioner's office prior to the canvass for that 

election by the board of supervisors. :::E: 
Sec. 18. section 53.22, subsection 1, Code 1983, is amended ~ 

to read as follows: 

1. a. A qualified elector who has applied for an absentee 

ballot, in a manner other than that prescribed by section 

N 
~ en 
CO 
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53.11, and who is a resident or patient in a health care 

facility or hospital located in the county to which the 

application has been submitted shall be delivered the 

appropriate absentee ballot by two special precinct election 

officers, one of whom shall be a member of each of the 

political parties referred to in section 49.13, who shall 

be appointed by the commissioner from the election board panel 

for the special precinct established by section 53.20. The 

special precinct election officers shall be sworn in the 

manner provided by section 49.75 for election board members, 

shall receive compensation as provided in section 49.20 and 

shall perform their duties during the ten calendar days 

preceding the election and on election day if all ballots 

requested under section 53.8, subsection 3 have not previously 

been delivered and returned. 

b. If an applicant under this SUbsection notifies the 

commissioner that Re-eF-SRe the applicant will not be available 

at the residence, health care facility or hospital address 

at any time during the ten-day period immediately prior to 

the election, but will be available there at some earlier 

time, the commissioner shall direct the two special precinct 

election officers to deliver the applicant's ballot at an 

appropriate time prior to the ten-day period immediately 

preceding the election. If a person who so requested an 

absentee ballot has been dismissed from the health care 

facility or hospital, the special precinct election officers 

may take the ballot to the elector if Re-sF-BRe the elector 

is currently residing in the county. 

c. ~Re-B~ee~a~-~Fee~Re~-e~ee~~eR-eff~eeFs-sRa~~-Be~R 

Re~aF~He-eaeR-aBseR~-ve~eF~s-aff~aav~~-as-Fe~~Fea-BY-see~~eR 

53~~6t-aRy-sHeR-eff~eeF-wRe-~s-Re~-a-Re~aFY-~HB~~e-sRa~~-Be 

~Fev~aea-w~~R-a-s~affi~-eeR~a~R~R~-~Ra~-~eFseR~s-Raffie-aRa-~Re 

weFas-lls~ee~a~-~Fee~Re~-e~ee~~eR-eff~eeFll-aRa-ffiaY-Re~aF~He 

tRe-aBseR~ee-aff~aav~~s-se-ae~~veFea-By-s~~R~R~-~Reffi-aRa 

a~~~Y~R~-~Re-s~affi~~ The special precinct election officers 

• • ' / 
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shall travel together in the same vehicle and both shall be 

present when an applicant casts R~B-eF-ReF an absentee ballot. 

If either or both of the special precinct election officers 

fa~~s fail to appear at the time the duties set forth in this 

section are to be performed, the commissioner shall at once 

appoint some other person, giving preference to persons 

designated by the respective county chairpersons of the 

political parties described in section 49.13, to carry out 

the requirements of this section. The persons authorized 

by this subsection to deliver an absentee ballot to an 

applicant, if requested, may assist the applicant in filling 

out the ballot as permitted by section 49.90. ~Re After the 

voter has securely sealed the marked ballot in the envelope 

provided and has subscribed to the oath, the voted absentee 

ballots shall be deposited in a sealed container which shall 

be returned to the commissioner on the same day the ballots 

are voted. On election day the officers shall return the 

sealed container by the time the polls are closed. 

Sec. 19. Section 53.22, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 3. For any election except a, primary 

or general election or a special election to fill a vacancy 

under section 69.14, the commissioner may, as an alternative 

to subsection 1, mail an absentee ballot to an applicant under 

this section to be voted and returned to the commissioner 

in accordance with this chapter. This subsection only applies 

to applications for absentee ballots from a single health 

care facility or hospital if there are no more than two 

applications from that facility or hospital. 

Sec. 20. section 53.44, Code 1983, is amended by striking 

the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

53.44 SIGNING THE AFFIDAVIT. The affidavit on the envelope 

used in connection with voting by absentee ballot under this 

division by members of the armed forces of the united States 

need not be notarized or witnessed, but the affidavit on the 

ballot envelope shall be completed and signed by the voter . 

.} 
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Sec. 21. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

takes effect from and after its publication in the Quad City 

Times, a newspaper published in Davenport, Iowa, and in the 

Sigourney News-Review, a newspaper published in Sigourney, 

Iowa. section 1 of this Act takes effect upon pUblication. 

section 5 of this Act takes effect January 1, 1985. All other 

sections of this Act take effect on July 1, 1984. 
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