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1 An Act relating to school district reorganization procedures.
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Section 1. Section 275.1, Code 1983, is amended by adding .

the following new unnumbered paragraphn:

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPE. As used in this chapter unless
the context otherwise requires:

1. "Eligible elector" means eligible elector as defined

in section 39.3, subsection 1.

2. "Qualified elector" means qualified elector as defined
in section 39.3, subsection 2.

3. "School districts affected" means the school districts
named in the reorganization petition whether a school dis-
trict 1s affected in whole or in part.

Sec. 2. Section 275.2, Code 1983, is amended to read as
follows:

275.2 SCOPE OF SURVEYS. The scope of sueh the studies
and surveys shall include the following matters in the various
districts in the area education agency and all districts
adjacent to the area education agency: The adequacy of the
educational program, average-dariy-~attendanee-ef-pupzis pupil
enrolliment, property valuations, existing buildings and .

equipment, natural community areas, road conditions,
transportation, economic factors, individual attention given
to the needs of students, the opportunity of students to
participate in a wide variety of activities related to the
total development of the student, and suehR other matters that
may bear on educational programs meeting minimum standards
required by law. The plans shall also include suggested

alternate plans that incorporate the school districts in the

area education agency into reorganized districts that meet

the enrollment standards specified in section 275.3 and may

include alternate plans proposed by school districts for
sharing programs under section 280.15, 257.28, or 282.7 as

an alternative to school reorganization.
Sec. 3. Section 275.4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1983,
1s amended to read as follows:
In developing studies and surveys the area education agency.
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board shall consult with the officilals of affeeted school
districts in the area and other citizens, and shall from time

to time hold public hearings, and may employ such research
and other assistance as it may determine reasonably necessary
in order to properly carry on its survey and prepare definite
plans of reorganization.

Sec. 4. Section 275.5, Code 1983, is amended to read as
tollows:

275.5 PROPOSALS FOR MERGER OR CONSOLIDATION. Anay A
proposal for merger, consolidation, or boundary change of
local school districts shall first be submitted to the area
education agency board following the procedure prescribed
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in this chapter. Following receipt of a petition pursuant
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tc section 275.12, the area education agency board shall
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review 1ts plans and determine whether the petition complies
with the plans which had been adopted by the board. 1If the
petition does not comply with the plans which had been adopted

i
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by the board, the board shall conduct further surveys pursuant
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to section 275.4 prior to the date set for the hearing upon
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the petition. 1I1f further surveys have been conducted by the
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board, the board shall present the results of the further
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surveys at the hearing upon the petition.
Sec. 5. Section 275.8, subsection 2, Code 1983, 1s amended
to read as follows:
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2. Adoption of sueh the written joint plan at a joint
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session of the several area education agency boards in whose

3]
~J

areas suek the territory is situated. Vetes-ef-eaeh-member

48]
[o.e]

ef-ap-area-edueation-ageney-board-shati-be-wezghted-se-£hat

N
0

the-total-number-ef-votes-etigible-te-be-east-by-members-ef

L
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each-bBeard-shall-be-equal- A quorum of each of the boards
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1S necessary to transact business. Votes shall be taken in
the manner prescribed in section 275.16.

Sec. 6. Section 275.12, subsection 1, Code Supplement
1983, 1s amended to read as follows:
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1. A petition describing the boundaries, or accurately
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describing the area included therein by legal descriptions,

of the proposed district, which boundaries or area described
shall conform to plans developed or the petition shall request
change of the plan, shall be filed with the area education
agency administrator of the area education agency in which

the greatest number of gualified electors reside. However,
the area education agency administrator shall not accept a
petition if any of the school districts affected have approved
the issuance of general obligation bonds at an election
pursuant to section 296.6 during the preceding six-month
period. The petition shall be signed by vete¥rs qualified
electors in each existing school district or portion affected
equal in number to at least twenty percent of the number of
etigible-veters qualified electors or four hundred wveteres

qualified electors, whichever is the smaller number. Seheel

distriret-or-partion-affeeted-means~the-area-te-be-inetuded
tn-the-ptan-ef-the-propesed-new-secheel-distrress
Sec. 7. Section 275.12, subsection 2, unnumbered para-
graph 1, Code Supplement 1983, is amended to read as follows:
Suek The petition filed under subsection 1 shall also state

the name of the proposed school district and the number of

directors which may be either five or seven and the method
of election of the school directors of the proposed district.
The method of election of the directors shall be one of the
following optional plans:

Sec. 8. Section 275.12, subsection 4, Code Supplement
1983, is amended to read as follows:

4, The area education agency board in reviewing sueh the
petition as provided in sections 275.15 and 275.16 shall
review the proposed method of election of school directors
and shati-have-the-duty-and-autherrty~te may change or amend
sueh the plan in any manner, including the changing of
boundaries of director districts if proposed, or to specify
a different method of electing school directors er-the-basis
ef-arear-seheoi-pepulationr;-er-assessed-valuation as may be
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required by law, justice, equity, and the interest of the

people. In sueh the action, the area education agency board
shall follow the same procedure as is required by sectlons
275.15 and 275.16 for other action on the petition by the
area education agency board.

Sec. 9. Section 275.12, Code Supplement 1983, 1is amended
by adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 4A. Notwithstanding section 76.2, the
area education agency board in reviewing the petition may

amend it and remove the property tax levy to pay the interest
and principal of bonds from taxable property that is severed
from the school district and will not become a part of the
reorganized schoel district.

Sec. 10. Section 275.15, Code 1983, is amended to read
as follows:

275.15 HEARING--DECISION~--PUBLICATION OF ORDER. At the
hearing, which shall be held within ten days of the final
date set for filing objections, interested parties, both
petitioners and objectors, may present evidence and arguments,
and the area education agency board shall review the matter
on its merits and within five days after the conclusion of
any hearing, shall rule on the objections and shall enter
an order fixing such boundaries for the proposed school
corporation as will in its judgment be for the best interests
of all parties concerned, having due regard for the welfare
of adjoining districts or dismiss the petition. The area
education agency board, when entering the order fixing the
boundaries, shall consider requests for boundary line changes
of property owners who reside on property adjacent to the
proposed boundary lines. The agency administrator shall at
once publish this order in the same newspaper in which the
original notice was published. Within twenty days after the
publication thereof the decision rendered by the area education
agency board may be appealed to the district court in the
county involved by any school district affected. For purposes

4~
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of appeal, only those school districts who filed reorganization
petiticns are school districts affected. An appeal from a

decision of an area education agency board or joint area

education agency boards under section 275.4, 275.8, or this

section is subject to appeal procedures under this chapter

and 1s not subject to appeal under chapter 290.
Sec. 11. Section 275.16, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

1983, 1s amended to read as follows:

I1f the territory described 1n the petition for the proposed
corporation lies in more than one area education agency, the
agency administrator with whom the petition is filed shall
fix the time and place for a hearing and call a joint meeting
of the members of all the agency boards in which any territory
of the proposed school corporation lies, to act as a single
board for the hearing of the said objections, and a majority
of a:i members of each of the agency boards of the different
agencies in which any part of the proposed corpeoration lies,
shaii-constitute constitutes a quorum. The president of the

board of directors of the area education agency in which the
petition has been filed shall preside at the joint meeting.

The joint boards acting as a single board shall determine
whether the petition conforms to plans or, 1f the petition
requests a change in plans, whether sueh a change should be
made, and shali-have-the-autherity-te may change the plans
of any or all the area education agency boards affected by
the petition, and it shall determine and fix boundaries for
the proposed corporation as provided in section 275.15 or
dismiss the petition. Votes of each member of an area
education agency board in attendance shall be weighted so

that the total number of votes eligible to be cast by members
of each board in attendance shall be equal. However, if sueh

the joint boards cast a tie vote and are unable to agree to
an order fixing the boundaries for the proposed school district
or to an order to dismiss the petition, the time during which

sueh actions must be taken under the-previszens-eof section .
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275.15 shall be extended from five days to fifteen days after
the conclusion of the hearing under &he-previsiens-ef section
275.15, and suwek the joint board shall reconvene not less
than ten and not more than fifteen days after the conclusion
of suweh the hearing. At sueh the hearing the joint board
shall reconsider £heir¥ 1its action and if a tie vote shaxi
again-bé 1s again cast it shail-be-deemed is an order granting
the petition and changing the plans of any and all of the
agency boards affected by the petition and fixing the
boundaries for the proposed school corporation. The agency
administrator shall at once publish the decision in the same
newspaper in which the original notice was published.

Sec. 12. Section 275.27, Code 1983, is amended to read
as follows:

275.27 NAMES. School districts created or enlarged under
the~previsions-ef this chapter shali-be-knewn-as are community
school districts and shaii-be are part of the area education
agency in which the greatest number of gualified electors
of said the district reside at the time of the special election
called for in section 275.18, and-this-previsieon-perta:ning
to-greatest-number-ef-electerns-shari-be-in-£fulti-feree-and
effect-any-statute-to-the-eontrary-netwithatandrng; and aii
provisiens-ef-the-taw sections of the Code applicable to the

common schools generally shai:-be are applicable to sueh these
districts in addition to the powers and privileges conferred
by this chapter.

Sec. 13. Section 275.29, Code 1983, is amended to read
as follows:

275.29 DIVISION OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AFTER
REORGANIZATION. Between July 1 and July 20, the board of
directors of the newly formed community school district shall
meet with the boards of all the old districts, or parts of
districts, affected by the organization of the new school
corporation for the purpose of reaching joint agreement on
an equitable division of the assets ¢of the several school
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corporations or parts :hereef of school corporations and an
equitable distribution of the liabilities of the affected
corporations or parts thexeef ¢f corporations.

Sec. 14. Section 275.31, Code 1983, 1s amended to read
as follows:

275.31 TAXES TO EFFECT EQUALIZATION. If necessary to
equalize sueh a division and distribution of assets and

liabilities, the board or bcards may provide for the levy

O 0 < o W

of additional taxes upon the property of any corporation or
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part of corporation and for the distribution of the same taxes
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so as to effect sueh the equalization. Notwithstanding section
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76.2, as a part of the agreement on the division of assets
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and liabilities, the board or boards may agree to discontinue

[
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a levy to pay the interest and principal of bonds from taxable

-
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property that has been severed from the school district and

will not become a part of the reorganized school district.
EXPLANATION
This bill makes a number of technical or clarifying changes
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in the school reorganization laws. It establishes the meanings
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of eligible elector, qualified elector, and school districts
affected in a reorganization proceeding. It requires that
the area education agency boards develop alternate plans for
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reorganization and that the plans be periodically revised.
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It provides how meetings will be conducted when two area
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education agencies are involved in a reorganization. It re-
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quires that a reorganization petition state the name of the
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reorganized district. It allows the area education agency
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boards to exempt from the property tax levy for bonded
indebtedness portions of school districts that are not part
of a reorganized district. It also provides that under a
division of assets and liabilities, portions of school dis-

W w W N
Mo O P

tricts not a part of the reorganization can also be exempted
from the levy for bonded indebtedness. 1t also clarifies
appeal procedures.
35 The bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment.
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Amend House File 2458 as follows:

1. Page 7, by inserting after line 16 the
following:

"Sec. 100. As used in sections 101 through 106
of this Act:

1. “Commission" means the temporary school district
reorganization advisory commission established pursuant
to sections 101 through 106 of this Act.

2. ‘“Four selecting authorities" means:

a. The majority floor leader of the state senate.

b. The minority floor leader of the state senate.

c.. The majority floor leader of the state house
of representatives.

d. The minority floor leader of the state house
of representatives.

3. "Plan" means a plan for school district
reorganization drawn up pursuant to the requirements
of this Act.

Sec. 101. PREPARATIONS FOR REDISTRICTING.

1. The legislative service bureau shall acquire
approprlate information, review and evaluate available
fac111t1es, and develop programs and procedures in
preparation for drawing school district reorganization
plans on the basis of school district projected
enrollments. Funds shall be expended for the purchase
cr lease of equipment and materials only with prior
approval of the legislative council.

2. Not later than July 1, 1986, the legislative
service bureau shall obtain from the department of
public instruction present and projected enrollment
information and shall obtain other information
regarding geographic and political units in this state
deemed necessary for determining the boundary lines
for twenty-five school districts in this state.

3. The legislative service bureau shall prepare
maps of the various areas and political subdivisions
of this state which may be used to illustrate the
locations of school districts proposed in plans drawn
in accordance with section 103 of this Act.

Sec. 102. TIMETABLE FOR PREPARATION OF PLAN.

1. Not later than January 15, 1987, the legislative
service bureau shall deliver to the secretary of the
senate and the chief clerk of the house of
representatives identical bills embodying a plan of
school district reorganization prepared in accordance
with section 103 of this Act. It is the intent of
this Act that the general assembly shall bring the
bill to a vote in either the senate or the house of
representatives expeditiously, but not less than seven
days after the report of the commission required by

-1-
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section 105 of this Act is received and made available
to the members of the general assembly, under a
procedure or rule permlttlng no amendments except
those of a purely corrective nature.

It is further the intent of this Act that if the bill
is approved by the first house in which it is
considered, 1t shall expeditiously be brought to a
vote in the second house under a similar procedure

or rule.

2. If the bill embodying the plan submitted by
the legislative service bureau under subsection 1
falls to be approved by a constitutional majority
in either the senate or the house of representatives,
the secretary of the senate or the chief clerk of
the house, as the case may be, shall at once transmit
to the legislative service bureau information which
the senate or house may direct regardlng reasons why
the plan was not approved. The legislative service
bureau shall prepare a bill embodying a second plan
of school district reorganization prepared in
accordance with section 103 of this Act, and taking
into account the reasons cited by the senate or house
of representatives for its failure to approve the
plan insofar as 1t 1s possible to do so within the
requirements of section 103 of this Act. If a second
plan 1s required under this subsection, the bill
embodying it shall be delivered to the secretary of
the senate and the chief clerk of the house of
representatives not later than February 15, 1987,
or fourteen days after the date of the vote by which
the senate or the house of representatives fails to
approve the bill submitted under subsection 1,
whichever date i1s later. It is the intent of this
Act that, if it is necessary to submit a bill under
this subsection, the bill be brought to a vote not
less than seven days after the bill 1is printed and
made available to the members of the general assembly,
in the same manner as prescribed for the bill required
under subsection 1.

3. If the bill embodying the plan submitted by
the legislative service bureau under subsection 2
fails to be approved by a constitutional majority
in either the senate or the house of representatives,
the same procedure as prescribed by subsection 2 shall
be followed. 1If a third plan is required under this
subsection, the bill embodying it shall be delivered
to the secretary of the senate and the chief clerk
of the house of representatives not later than March

15, 1987, or fourteen days after the date of the vote
by which the senate or the house of representatives

-2
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fails to approve the bill submitted under subsection

2, whichever date is later. 1t is the intent of this
Act that, if it is necessary to submit a bill under
this subsection, the bill be brought to a vote within
the same time period after its delivery to the
secretary of the senate and the chief clerk of the
house of representatives as is prescribed for the

bill submitted under subsection 2, but shall be subject
to amendment in the same manner as other bills.

Sec. 103. REORGANIZATION STANDARDS,

1. School districts shall be established on the
basis of present and projected school enrollments.

2. To the extent consistent with subsection 1
of this section, school district boundaries shall
coincide with the boundaries.of political subdivisions
of the state. The number of counties and cities
divided among more than one school district shall
be as small as possible.

3. Districts shall be composed of convenient
contiguous territory. Areas vwhich meetonly at the
points of adjoining corners are not contiguous.

4. 1t is preferable that districts be compact
in form, but the standards established by subsections
1, 2 and 3 of this section take precedence over
compactness where a conflict arises between compactness
and these standards. In general, compact districts
are those which are square, rectangular or hexagonal
in shape to the extent permltted by natural or
political boundaries.

Sec. 104. TEMPCRARY SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION
ADVISORY COMMISSION.

1. Not later than August 1, 1986, a five member
temporary school district reorganlzatlon advisory
commission shall be establlshed as provided by this
section. The commission’s only functions shall be
those prescribed by section 105 of this Act.

a. Each of the four selecting authorities shall
certify to the legislative council his or her
appointment of a person to serve on the commission.

b. Within thirty days after the four selecting
authorities have certified their respective
appointments to the commission, the four commission
members so appointed shall select, by -a vote of at
least three members, the fifth commission member,
who shall serve as chairperson.

c. A vacancy on the commission shall be filled
by the initial selecting authority within fifteen
days after the vacancy occurs.

d. Members of the commission shall receive a per
diem of forty dollars, travel expenses at the rate
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provided by section 79.9, and reimbursement for other
necessary expenses incurred in performing their duties
under this section and section 105 of this Act. The
per diem and expenses shall be paid from funds
appropriated by section 2.12.

" 2. No person shall be appointed to the commission
who:

a. Is not an eligible elector of the state at
the time of selection.

b. Holds partisan public office or political party
office. _

¢. 1Is a relative of or is employed by a member
of the general assembly or of the United State
congress, or is employed directly by the general
assembly or by the United States congress.

Sec. 105. DUTIES OF COMMISSION. The functions
of the commission shall be as follows:

1. 1f, in preparation of plans, the legislative
service bureau is confronted with the necessity to
make any decision for which no clearly applicable
guideline is provided by section 103 of this Act,
the bureau may submit a written request for direction
to the commission. _

2. Prior to delivering any plan and the bill
embodying that plan to the secretary of the senate
and the chief clerk of the house of representatives
in accordance with section 102 of this Act, the
legislative service bureau shall provide to persons
outside the bureau staff only such information
regarding the plan as may be required by policies
agreed upon by the commission.

3. Upon each delivery by the legislative service
bureau to the general assembly of a bill embodying
a plan, the commission shall at the earliest feasible
time make available to the public the following
information:

a. Copies of the bill delivered by the legislative
service bureau to the general assembly.

b. Maps illustrating the plan.

¢c. A summary of the standards prescribed by section
103 of this Act for development of the plan.

d. A statement of the enrollment and projected
enrollment of each school district included in the
plan.

4. Upon the delivery by the legislative service
bureau to the general assembly of a bill embodying
an initial plan, the commission shall:

a. As expeditiously as reasonably possible,
schedule and conduct at least three public hearings,

in different geographic regions of the state, on the
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plan embodied in the bill delivered by the legislative
service bureau to the general assembly.

b. Following the hearings, promptly prepare and
submit to the secretary of the senate and the chief
clerk of the house a report summarizing information
and testimony received by the commission in the course
of the hearings. The commission's report shall include
any comments and conclusions which its members deem
appropriate on the information and testimony received
at the hearings, or otherwise presented to the
commlisslon.

Sec. 106. EFFECTIVE DATE. The school district
recrganization plan adopted by the general assembly
shall take effect July 1, 1%988. :

Sec. 107. INTERIM STUDY. Not later than May 1,
1986, the legislative council shall appoint a joint
subcommittee composed of members of both political
parties of the house of representatives and senate
committees on education to conduct a comprehensiveﬁ‘
study of the education laws of this state and shal
make recommendations to the general assembly meeting
in 1987 concerning the changes in education laws
needed to implement the creation of twenty-five school
districts in this state."

2. By renumbering sections and correcting internal
references as necessary.

BY KREWSON of Polk
- PONCY of Wapello

H-5581 FILED MARCH 9, 1984
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HOUSE FILE 2458
B-5574

1 Amend House File 2458 as follows: Ag

2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 26 through 32 and

3 inserting in lieu thereof the words "required by law."
4 2. Page 4, by striking lines 29 and 30 and

5 1nserting 1n lieu thereof the words ". The agency

6 administrator shall at".

H-5574 FILED MARCH 9, 1984 BY COCHRAN of Webster
&- gzio-o-/- _-.?//f{f 1 b1 7
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HOUSE FILE 2458
H-5600

1 Amend the amendment H-5581 to House File 2458

2 as follows: o .
3 1. Page 1, line 34, by striking the word "twenty-five
4 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "one hundred six".
5 2. Page 5, line 23, by striking the word “twenty-five"
6 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "one hundred six".

H-5600 FILED MARCH 12, 1984 BY PONCY of Wapello
&c&fﬁf Bs (f /6 47)




HOUSE FILE 2458

H-5459
Amend House File 2458 as follows:

2 1. Page 5, line 29, by inserting after the word
3 *filed" the words ", or a member of the board
4 designated by the president,".
H-5459 FILED MARCH 7, 1984 BY SPEAR of Lee
ﬂdﬁi&f3ﬁ;(ffW5l)
s
HOUSE FLLE 2458
H-5554
1 Amend House File 2458 as follows:
2 1. Page 7, by inserting after line 16 the
3 following: :
4 "Sec. 101. Effective July 1, 1988, there are
S established one hundred school districts offering
6 grades kindergarten through six. The school district
7 boundaries shall be coterminous with the boundaries
8 of the one hundred house of representatives districts
9 of the Iowa General Assembly.

Effective July 1, 1988, there are established fifty
high school districts offering grades seven through
twelve. The school district boundaries shall be
coterminous with the boundaries of the fifty senate
districts of the lowa general assembly.

Sec. 102. INTERIM STUDY. ©Not later than May 1,
1986, the legislative council shall appoint a joint
subcommittee composed of members of both political
parties of the house of representatives and senate
committees on education to conduct a comprehensive
study of the education laws of this state and shall
make recommendations to the general assembly meeting
in 1987 concerning the changes in education laws
needed to implement the creation of school districts
under section 101 of this Act."

2. By renumbering sections and correcting internal
references as necessary.

H-5554 FILED MARCH 9, 1984 BY KREWSON of Polk
N iis 25 (f vot2)
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HOUSE FILE 2458

H-5629
1 amend House File 2458 as follows:
2 1. Page 4, by striking lines 6 through 13." .
3 2. Page 5, line ¢, by striking the figure 235.8
4 and inserting in lieu thereof the figure "275.16".
5 3. Page 7, by striking lines 4 through 16.

4. By renumbering sections as necessary.

H-5629 FILED MARCH 13, 1984 BY HAVERLAND of Polk
l“a/ﬁf-u” S48 (Jxv,/aé/)
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(As Amended and Passed by the House)
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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to school district reorganization procedures.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

HOUSE FILE 2458
Amendment H-5581
FISCAL NOTE
REQUESTED BY REPRESENTATIVE KREWSONM

In compliance with a written request'received March 14, 1984,
there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for AMENDMENT H-5581 to
HOUSE FILE 2458 pursuant to Joint Rule 17. Background information

used 1in developing this Fiscal Note 1s available from the
Legislative Fiscal Bureau, to members of the General Assembly upon

reguest.

Amendment H-5581 t¢ House File 2458 would provide for a temporary
school district reorganization advisory commission and information’
and plans to be developed by the legislative service bureau,.

FISCAL EFFECT: The expenses of the temporary school district

reorganization advisory commission are to be paid from funds
available to the general assembly. Assuming the need to meeit once
a month for a year with estimated costs of $100 per member per day
in expenses and per diem, the total cost would be:

12 meeting days x 5 members x $100 average costs = $6,000

The costs would be incurred in FY 1987 and can vary according to
either an increase or decrease in the number of meeting days or
average costs,

There will also be costs associated with the legislative services
bureau's provision of information and plans. This cost has been
estimated at over $50,000 for FY 1986.

(3758H, 84-223E, GPD)
Source: Legislative Service Bureau

FILED MARCH 15, 1984 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR
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Section 1. Section 275.1, Code 19863, is amended by adding .
the following new unnumbered paragraph: '
NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. 2As used in this chapter unless

the context otherwise reguires:

1. "Eligible elector" means eligible elector as defined
in section 3%.3, subsection 1.

2. "Qualified elector" means qualified elector as defined
in section 3%.3, subsection 2.

3. "School districts affected” means the school districts
named in the reorganization petition whether a school dis-
trict is affected in whole or in part.

Sec. 2. Section 275.2, Code 1983, is amended to read as
follows:

275.2 SCOPE OF SURVEYS. The scope of suek the studies
and surveys shall include the following matters in the various
districts in the area education agency and all districts
adjacent to the area education agency: The adequacy of the
educational program, average-daiiy-aeterndence-of-pupiis pupil .
enrollment, property valuations, existing buildings and

equipment, natural community areas, road conditions,
transportation, economic factors, individual attention given
to the needs of students, the opportunity of students to
participate in a wide variety of activities related to the
total development of the student, and suek other matters that
may bear on educational programs meeting minimum standards
required by law. The plans shall also include suggested

alternate plans that incorporate the school districts in the

area education agency into reorganized districts that meet

the enrollment standards specified in section 275.3 and may

include alternate plans proposed by school districts for

sharing programs under section 280.15, 257.28, or 282.7 as

an alterhative to scheool reorganization,
Sec. 3. Section 275.4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1983,

amended to read as follows:
In developing studies and surveys the area education agency .

.
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hoard shall consult with the officials of affeeted school

districts in the area and other citizens, and shall from time

to time hold public hearings, and may employ such research
and other assistance as it may determine reasonably necessary
in order to properly carry on its survey and prepare definite
plans of reorganization.

Sec. 4. Section 275.5, Code 1983, is amended to read as
follows:

275.5 PROPOSALS FOR MERGER OR CONSOLIDATION. Any A
proposal for merger, consolidation, or boundary change of
local school districts shall first be submitted to the area
education agency board following the procedure prescribed
in this chapter. Following receipt of a petition pursuant
to section 275.12, the area education agency board shall
review its plans and determine whether the petition complies
with the plans which had been adopted by the board. If£ the
petition does not comply with the plans which had been adopted
by the board, the board shall conduct further surveys pursuant
to section 275.4 prior to the date set for the hearing upon
the petition. If further surveys have been conducted by the

board, the board shall present the results of the further

surveys at the hearing upon the petition.

Sec. 5. Section 275.8, subsection 2, Code 1983, is amended
to read as follows:
2. Adoption of suek the written joint plan at a joint

session of the several area education agency boards in whose
areas sueh the territory is situated. Vetes-ef-eaech-member
of-an-area-cdueation-ageney-peard~shati-be-weighted-so-that
the-terat-number-ef-vetes-eltigible-te-be-ease-pby-nembers-6£

eaeh-board-shalti-be-eguals A quorum of each of the boards

is necessary to transact business. Votes shall be taken in

the manner prescribed in section 275.16.

Sec. 6, Section 275.12, subsection 1, Code Supplement
1983, is amended to read as follows:

1. A petition describing the boundaries, or accurately

-2-
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describing the area included therein by legal descriptions, ‘,
of the proposed district, which boundaries or area described .
shall conform to plans developed or the petition shall request

change of the plan, shall be filed with the area education

agency administrator of the area education agency in which

the greatest number of qualified electors reside. However,

the area education agency administrator shall not accept a

petition if any of the school districts affected have approved

the issuance of general obligation bonds at an election

pursuant to section 296.6 during the preceding six-month

pericd. The petition shall be signed by veeers gualified

electors in each existing school district or portion affected

equal in number to at least twenty percent of the number of
eligible-voters qualified electors or four hundred vekers

qualified electors, whichever is the smaller number. Seheeot

distriet-or-pertion-affeeted-means-the-area-to~-be-ineluded
in-~the-plan-ef-the-prepesed-pew-secheel-giatrietr

Sec. 7. Section 275.12, subsection 2, unnumbered para- .
graph 1, Code Supplement 1983,'is amended to read as follows:

tueh The petition filed under subsection 1 shall also state

the name of the proposed school district and the number of
directors which may be either five or seven and the method

of election of the school directors of the proposed district.
The method of election of the directors shall be one of the
following optional plans:

Sec. 8. Section 275.12, subsection 4, Code Supplement
1983, 1s amended to read as follows:

4. The area education agency board in reviewing suek the
petition as provided in sections 275.15 and 275.16 shall
review the proposed method of election of school directors
and shali-kRave-the-duty-apd-auntkeriby-te may change or amend
sueh the plan in any manner, including the changing of
boundaries of director districts if proposed, or to specify
a diifferent method of electing school directors en-the-bagsis
ef-areay-seheel-peputation;-or-assessed-~vatuatiern as may be .

-3-
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required by law, justice, eguity, and the interest of the
people. In suekr the actionL the area education agency board
shall follow the same procedure as is required by sections
275.15 and 275.16 for other action on the petition by the
area education agency board.

Sec, 9. Section 275.15, Code 1983, is amended to read
as follows:

275.15 HEARING--DECISION--PUBLICATION OF ORDER. At the
hearing, which shall be held within ten days of the final
date set for filing objections, interested parties, both
petitioners and objectors, may present evidence and arguments,
and the area education agency board shall review the matter
on its merits and within five days after the conclusion of
any hearing, shall rule on the objections and shall enter
an order fixing such boundaries for the proposed school
corporation as will in its judgment be for the best interests
of all parties concerned, having due regard for the welfare
of adjoining districts or dismiss the petition. The area
education agency board, when entering the orxder fixing the
boundaries, shall consider requests for boundary line changes
of property owners who reside on property adjacent to the
proposed boundary lines. The agency administrator shall at
once publish this order in the same newspaper in which the
original notice was published. Within twenty days aftexr the
publication thereof the decision rendered by the area education
agency board may be appealed to the district court in the
county involved by any school district affected. For purposes
of appeal, only those school districts who filed reorganization
petitions are school districts affected. An appeal from a

decision of arn area education agency board or joint area

education agency boards under section 275.4, 275.16, or this

. “'.
section is subject to apveal procedures under this chapter

and is not subject to apw®eal under chapter 2%0.

Sec. 10. Section 275.14, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code
1983, is amended to read as follows:
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If the territory described in the petition for the proposed
corporation lies in more than one area education agency, the
agency administrator with whom the petition is filed shall
fix the time and place for a hearing and call a joint meeting
of the members of all the agency boards in which any territory
of the proposed school corporation lies, to act as a single
board for the hearing of the saié objections, and a majority
of a1} members of each of the agency boards of the different
agencies in which any part of the proposed corporation lies,

shati-eenstitute constitvtes a quorum, The president of the

board of directors of the area education agency in which the

petition has been filed, or a member of the board designated

by the president, shall preside at the joint meeting. The

joint boards acting as a single board shall determine whether
the petition conforms to plans or, if the petition reguests

a change in plans, whether sweh a change should be made, and
shati-have-the-autheriey-te may change the plans of any or
all the area education agency boards affected by the petition,
and it shall determine and fix boundaries for the proposed
corporation as provided in section 275,15 or dismiss the
petition. Votes of each member of an area education agency

board in attendance shall be weighted so that the total number

of votes eligible to be cast by members of each board in

attendance shall be equal. However, if suek the joint boards

cast a tie vote and are unable to agree to an order fixing

the boundaries for the proposed school district or to an order
to dismiss the petition, the time during which swebk actions
must be taken under the-previsiers-ef section 275.15 shall

be extended from five days to fifteen days after the conclusion
of the hearing under ¢he-previsiens-ef section 275,15, and

suek the joint board shall reconvene not less than ten and

not more than fifteen days after the conclusion of suweh the
hearing. At seeh the hearing the joint board shall reconsider
their its action and 1f a tie vote shaii-again-be is again

cast it shaii-ke-deemed is an order granting the petition

-5=-
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and changing the plans of any and all of the agency boards
affected by the petition and fixing the boundaries for the
proposed school corporation. The agency administrator shall
at once publish the decision in the same newspaper in which
the original notice was published.

Sec. 11. Section 275.27, Code 1983, is amended to read
as follows:

275.27 NAMES. School districts created or enlarged under
the-provisiens—ef this chapter shakri-be-kmewrn-as are community
school districts and skaii-be are part of the area education
agency in which the greatest number of gqualified electors
of said the district reside at the time of the special election
called for in section 275.18, aenéd-this-previsien-pertaining
to-greatest-pumber-of-gtectors-shaid-be-in-fuli-foree-apd
effeet-apy-seatute-to-the-conerary-potwithseanding; and att

previsiens-ef-the-taw sections of the Code applicable to the

common schools generally shaii-be are applicable to suek these
districts in addition to the powers and privileges conferred
by this chapter.
Sec. 12. Section 275.29, Code 1983, is amended to read
as follows: 7
275.29 DIVISION OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AFTER
REORGANIZATION. Between July 1 and July 20, the board of
directors of the newly formed community schocl district shall
meet with the boards of all the old districts, or parts of
districts, affected by the organization of the new school
corporation for the purpose of reaching joint agreement on
an equitable division of the assets of the several school

corporations or parts thereef of school corporations and an

equitable distribution of the liabilities of the affected

corporations or parts thereef of corporations,

HF 2458/253
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AN ACT
RELATING 19 SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION FPROCEDURERS.

BF, IT EHACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF I[OWA:

section 1. Section 27%.1, Code 1987, is amended by adding
the following new unnumbered paragraph:

HIW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A5 used 1n this chapter unless
the context otherwise roguires:

1. "Eligible elector™ means eligible elector as defined
in section 39,3, subsection 1.

2. voualified eolector" means qualitied elector as defined
1n section 39.3, subsiection 2.

3. "School dastricts atfected” means the school districts
natied in the reorganization petition whether a school dis-
trict 1s affected in whole or in part.

Sec. 2. Section 275.2, Code 1983, is amended to read as
tol lows:

275.2 SCOPE OF SURVEYS. The scope of awsh the studies
and surveys shall include the following matters in the various
districts in the area education agency and all districts
adjacent to the area education agency: The adequacy of the
educational program, average-dakiy-attendanese-ef-pupria pupil

¢AuiEment, natural community areas, road conditiens,
Lransportation, economic factors, individual attention given
to the needs of students, the opportunity of students to
pirticipate in a wide variety of activities related to the
total developnent. of the student, and sweh other ratters thal
may bear on educational programs meeting einamun standards

prequired by law. The plans shall also 1nclude suggented

alternate plans that inzorpusrate the school districts in the

House Pile 2458, P. 2

area education agency into reorganized districts that meet

sharing programs under section 280.15, 257.28, or 382.7 as

an_alternative to school reorganization.

Sec. 3. Section 27%.4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1983,
is amended to read as follows:

In developing studies and surveys the area education agency
board shall consult with the officials of affeeted school
districts in _the area and other c¢itizens, and shall from time
to time hold public hearings, and may omploy such research
and other assistance as it may determine reasonably necessary
in order to properly carry on its survey and prepare definite
plans of reorganization.

s5ec. 4. Sostion 275.5, Code 1983, is amended to read as
follows:

27%.% PROPOSALS FOR MERGER OR CONSOLIDATION. Any A
proposal for merger, consolidation, or boundary change of
local school districts shall first be submitted to the ared
education agency board following the procedure prescribed
Ln this chapter. Following receipt of a petition pursuant
to section 275.12, the area education agency board shall
review its plans and determine whether the petition complics
with the plans which had been adopted by the board. If the
petition does not cemply with the plans which had been adopted
by the board, the board shall conduct further surveys pursuant
Lo section 275.4 prior to the date set for the hearing upon
the petition.  [f further surveys have been conducted by the

board, the board shatl present the results of the fyurther

surveys at the hearing upen the pet:ition.

Sec. 5. Section 27%.8, subsection Z. Code 19873, 1s anended
ta read as follows:

2. Adoptien of sweR the written joint plan at a joint
sess100 ~f the several area education agency boards in whose

aveasn smeh The vterritory 1s situated. VYebkes-of-eanh-memper
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ei—an—a»ee-e&ueatgen—ageney—aeard-nna!¥-be—we§qhted-no~than
hhe~%eta}-numneé—e&-vetes-e&igibia—te-ha-eaae-hy—meahern-uf
enen-board-shali-he-cquakr é_gpo;gﬂmpg;gggh_yg_gpe_ggaEQQ
is necessary to transact business. Votes shall be taken n

Sec. 6., Section 27%.12, subsection L. Code Supplement
1983, is amended to read as follows:

1. A petition describing the boundaries, or accurately
describing the area included therein by legal descriptions,
of the proposed district, which boundarles or ave2 described
ghall conform to plans developed or the petition shall reqguest
chanhge of the plan, shall be filed with the area education
agency adminlstrator of the area education agency ln which
the greatest number of gualaificd electors reside. However,
the area education agency administrator shall not accapt A
petition Lf any of the school districts aftected have approved
tae issuance of gene:zal obligation bonds at an election
pursuant to section 296.6 during the preceding six-month
period. The petition shall be signed by vetess gualified
electors 1n cach cxisting school district or portion affected
equal ir pumber to ol least twenly percent of the number of
qualificd electors, whichever is the smaller nurber. &eheosl
dtauﬁgee—ar-pertien-a#ieeaed—meanu—tke-avea-ho—be-ine}uded
in-the-pian—aF-the-pEepaued-new—ﬂuhee+-d:atezetv

sec. 7. Section 275.12, subsection I, unnunbered pdara-
graph 1, Code Supplement 1982, is amended to read as follows:

tueh The potition £L}cq_gndg£_§u§§gcggfg1l_shall also state
the name of the proposed scheol district and the number ot
directors which may be ei1ther five or seven and the method
of clection ¢f the school directors of the proposed district.
The rethod of election of the directors shall be one of the
tollowing optiohal plans:

cee. 8. section 275,12, subsectiun 4, Code Supploment

1983, L1u amended to read as follows:

Bouse File 24%8. F. 4

1. The area education agency board in reviewling yueh the
petitaon as provided 1in sections 275.15 and 275.16 shall
review the proposed method ot election of school directors
and sRatk-Rave-the-duty-and-ankherzty-to may change or amend
sweh the plan 1n any manneér. including the changing of
poundaries of director districts 1f proposed, or to specity
a dif ferent method of electing school directors on-she-basis
ei—aeear—aehee}-popuiatienr-er-aaaeoaed-vnLuatian as may be
required by law, justice. equity, and the interest of the
people. in sweh the action, the area education agency board
ahall follow the same procedure as is required by sections
275.1% and 275.16 for other action on the petition by the
area education agency board,

Sec. 9. Section 275.1%, Code 1983, is amended to read
as tollows:

27%.15 HEARING--DECISION=--PUBLICATION QOF ORDER. At the
hearing, which shall be held within ten days of the final
date set for filing objections, interestaed parties, both
petationers and objectors, may present evidence and arguments,
and the area education agency board shall review the matter
on its merits and within five days after the conclusion of
any hearing, shall rule on the objecticons and shall enter
an order fixing such poundaries for the proposed school
corporation as will 1n its judgment be for the best interests
of all parties concerned, having due regard for the welfare
of adjorning districts or d1smiss the petition. The erea
education aqency board, when entering the order fixing the
boundaries, shall consider requests for boundary line changes
of property owners who reside on property adjacent to the
proposed boundary lines. The agency admibistrator shall at
opce publisn this order in the sawe newspaper in which the
original notice was published. Within twenty days after the
publicat:on therecf the decision rendered by the arce education
agency board may be appealed to the district court in the
sounty involwved by any schocl district affected. For purposes
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¢f appeal, only those school districts who filed reorganization
petitions are school districts affected. A appeal from a
decision of an ares education agency board or joial acea
education agency bnards under section 27%.4, 275.16, or_this
seciion is subject to eppeal procudures under this chapter

and 15 not subject to appeal under chapter 290.

Hec. 10, Section 275,16, unnunbered paragraph 1, Code
1983, 1s amended to read as fallows:

If the territory described in the petition for the proposed
corzordation lies In more than one area education agency, the
agency admiaistrator with whom the petition is filed shall
E1x the time and place for a hearing and call a joint meetlng
©f the members of all the agency boards in which any terratory
of the proposed school corporation lies, to act as a single
board for the hearing of the sasd objestions, and a cayority
ot akt members of each of the agency boards of the different
agencles 1n which any part of the proposed corporation lics,

shali-eonatziute CONSLILULes a Quorum. Ihe presadent. of the

boayd of directors of tne area education agency in which the
petaticn has been filed, or a_member of the board designated

by the president, shall preside at the joint meeting. The

jeint boards acting as a single board shall determine whether
the petition conforms to plans or, it the petition regquests

& Change 1n plans, whether aweh a change should be made, and
shati-Pave-the-autherity-ta may change the plans of any or

all the area education agency boards affected by Lhe petition,
and it shall determine and fix boundaries tor the proposed
corporation as provided in section 275.15 or dismiss the
peticion,  Votes of each member of an arca education agency
board an _attendance shall be welghted so that the total number
of sates eligible Lo oe cast by eenbers of each board in
atfrodangy shall be equal.  However, if aweh Lhe joint boards
cast ootie vere and are unable to agree to an order fixing

the pounddrics for the proposed schoo) district or to an order

to dinmiss tae petition. the time during whish swek actions

House File 2452, P. &

must be taken under ehe-previsions-of section 275.15 shall

be extended from five days to Fifteen days after the conclusion
of the hearing under the-provsnsoms-ef section 275.159, and
sweh the joint board shall reconvene not less than ten and

oot more than fltteen days atter the conclusion of sueh the
hearing. At sueh the hearing the joint board shall reconsider
thesr L1s action and if & tie vote shuti-agasmn-be is aqain
©ast 1t shadl-be-deemud 15 an order granting the petition

and changing the plans of any and all of the agency hoards
affected by the petition and fixing the boundaries for the
proposed school corporation. The agency administrator shall
at once publish the decision in the same newspaper in which
the original notice was published.

Sec. 11, section 2¥5.27, Cade 1983, is awmended to read
ag follows:

275,27 WNAMES. School districts created or cnlarged under
the-praveazenn-of this chapter shaii-be-hnewn-ae Are community
school districts and shatl-be are part of the area education
agency 1n which the greatest number of gualified clectors
©f sard the dlstrict reside at the time of the speciral election
called for in section 275.18, and-thes-provinton-pertaining
to-greategdb-numbor-of-claatora-shadd-ba-iR-fudd-forec—-and
effeet-any-uuatute-ee-uhe~eontp«r7-ne&u&ehatandzngr and aki
proviatons-edé-the-tav sections of the Code applicable to the
common scheols generally shadd-be ate applicable to aweh these
districts 1n addition to the powcrs and pravileges conferred
ty this chapter.

Sec. 12.  Section 275,29, Code 1983, is amended to read
as follows:

AU%.29 0 DIVISION OF ASSETS AND LIAKILITIES AFTER
REQRGANIZATION.  Belween July 1 and July 20, the board of
directors of the newly formed cormunily school district shall
et wWitn the boards of all the old districts, or parts of
districts, atfected by the organization of the new gchaool
corporation for the purpose of teacking jeint agreement on




House File 2458, P. 7

corporations or parts thereeof of school corporations and an

an equltable division of the assets of the several school I

eqguitable distribution of the liabilities of the affected

corporations or parts thereef of corporations.

DONALD D. AVENSON
Speaker of the House 1

ROBERT T. ANDERSON
President of the Senate

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and
1s known as House Fille 2458, Seventlieth General Assembly.

JOSEPH O'HERN
Chief Clerk of the House

Approved f;;¢Z;£ gé , 1984

TERRY E. BRANSTAD

Governor




