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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to school district reorganization procedures. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 275.1, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

2 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 NEW ~~ERED PARAGRAPH. As used in this chapter unless 

4 the context otherwise requires: 

5 1. "Eligible elector" means eligible elector as defined 
6 1n section 39.3, subsection 1. 
7 2. "Qualified elector" means qualified elector as defined 
8 1n section 39.3, subsection 2. 
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3. "School districts affected" means the school districts 
named in the reorganization petition whether a school dis­
trict is affected in whole or in part. 

Sec. 2. section 275.2, Code 1983, is amended to read as 
follows: 

275.2 SCOPE OF SURVEYS. The scope of e~eft the studies 

and surveys shall include the following matters in the various 

districts in the area education agency and all districts 
adjacent to the area education agency: The adequacy of the 

educational program, aye~a~e-aa~~1-a~~eRaaRee-e£-~~~~~8 pupil 
enrollment, property valuations, existing buildings and 
equipment, natural community areas, road conditions, 
transportation, economic factors, individual attention given 

to the needs of students, the opportunity of students to 

participate in a wide variety of activities related to the 

total development of the student, and s~eft other matters that 

may bear on educational programs meeting minimum standards 

required by law. The plans shall also include suggested 

alternate plans that incorporate the school districts in the 
area education agency into reorganized districts that meet 
the enrollment standards specified in section 275.3 and may 

include alternate plans proposed by school districts for 

sharing programs under section 280.15, 257.28, or 282.7 as 
32 an alternative to school reorganization. 

33 Sec. 3. Section 275.4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1983, 

34 1S amended to read as follows: 

35 In developing studies and surveys the area education agency 
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1 board shall consult with the officials of a££ee~ee school 
2 districts in the area and other citizens, and shall from time 
3 to time hold public hearings, and may employ such research 
4 and other assistance as it may determine reasonably necessary 
5 in order to properly carryon its survey and prepare definite 
6 plans of reorganization. 
7 Sec. 4. section 275.5, Code 1983, is amended to read as 
8 follows: 
9 275.5 PROPOSALS FOR MERGER OR CONSOLIDATION. ARY ~ 

10 proposal for merger, consolidation, or boundary change of 
11 local school districts shall first be submitted to the area 
12 education agency board following the procedure prescribed 
13 in this chapter. Following receipt of a petition pursuant 
14 to section 275.12, the area education agency board shall 
15 review its plans and determine whether the petition complies 
16 with the plans which had been adopted by the board. If the 
17 petition does not comply with the plans which had been adopted 
18 by the board, the board shall conduct further surveys pursuant 
19 to section 275.4 prior to the date set for the hearing upon 
20 the petition. If further surveys have been conducted by the 
21 board, the board shall present the results of the further 
22 surveys at the hearing upon the petition. 
23 Sec. 5. 
24 to read as 

Section 275.8, subsection 2, Code 1983, is amended 
follows: 

25 2. Adoption of SHeR the written joint plan at a joint 

26 session of the several area education agency boards in whose 

27 areas sHeR the territory is situated. Ve~es-e£-eaeR-~emeef 

28 ef-aR-area-eaHea~ieR-a~eRey-Bea£a-Sfta±±-Be-wei~R~ea-se-~ftat 

29 tRe-~e~a±-RHmBe£-ef-ve~es-e±~~~B±e-~e-Be-eaSt-By-meffiBe£8-e£ 

30 eaeR-Bea£a-sRa±±-Be-e~Ha±~ A quorum of each of the boards 
31 is necessary to transact business. Votes shall be taken in 
32 the manner prescribed in section 275.16. 

33 Sec. 6. Section 275.12, subsection 1, Code Supplement 
34 1983, is amended to read as follows: 

35 1. A petition describing the boundaries, or accurately 
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1 describing t..'1e area included therein by legal descriptions, 

2 of the proposed district, which boundaries or area described 
3 shall conform to plans developed or the petition shall request 

4 change of the plan, shall be filed with the area education 
5 agency administrator of the area education agency in which 

6 the greatest number of qualified electors reside. However, 

7 the area education agency administrator shall not accept a 
8 petition if any of the school districts affected have approved 

9 the issuance of general obligation bonds at an election 
10 pursuant to section 296.6 during the preceding six-month 
11 period. The petition shall be signed by ve~eES qualified 
12 electors in each existing school district or portion affected 
13 equal in number to at least twenty percent of the number of 
14 e~i~iB~e-veteEs qualified electors or four hundred ve~eEe 
15 qualified electors, whichever is the smaller number. SeRee± 

16 aiBtEiet-eF-peEtieR-a££eetee-meaHe-~e-aEea-te-Be-iRe±Haea 

17 ~R-tAe-p±aH-e£-~e-pFepe8ea-Rew-eeRee±-e~etFiet~ 

18 Sec. 7. Section 275.12, subsection 2, unnumbered para-
19 graph 1, Code Supplement 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
20 SHeA The petition filed under subsection 1 shall also state 
21 the name of the proposed school district and the number of 
22 directors which may be either five or seven and the method 

23 of election of the school directors of the proposed district. 

24 The method of election of the directors shall be one of the 

25 following optional plans: 

26 Sec. 8. Section 275.12, subsection 4, Code Supplement 

27 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
28 4. The area education agency board in reviewing SHeA the 

29 petition as provided in sections 275.15 and 275.16 shall 
30 review the proposed method of election of school directors 
31 and SAa±±-Aaye-tAe-aHty-aBa-aHtReF~ty-te may change or amend 
32 SHeA the plan in any manner, including the changing of 

33 boundaries of director districts if proposed, or to specify 

34 a different method of electing school directors eH-tAe-Bas~s 

35 ef-aEea,-seRee±-pepH~a~~eR,-eF-aeeeeeea-va~HatieR as may be 
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e 1 required by law, justice, equity, and the interest of the 

2 people. In BMeft the actionL the area education agency board 

3 shall follow the same procedure as is required by sections 

4 275.15 and 275.16 for other action on the petition by the 

5 area education agency board . 
.. ;- 6 Sec. 9. Section 275.12, Code Supplement 1983, is amended 

--

7 by adding the following new subsection: 

8 NEW SUBSECTION. 4A. Notwithstanding section 76.2, the 
9 

10 
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29 

area education agency board in reviewing the petition may 
amend it and remove the property tax levy to pay the interest 
and principal of bonds from taxable property that is severed 

from the school district and will not become a part of the 

reorganized school district. 
Sec. 10. Section 275.15, Code 1983, is amended to read 

as follows: 
275.15 HEARING--DECISION--PUBLICATION OF ORDER. At the 

hearing, which shall be held within ten days of the final 

date set for filing objections, interested parties, both 
petitioners and objectors, may present evidence and arguments, 

and the area education agency board shall review the matter 

on its merits and within five days after the conclusion of 

any hearing, shall rule on the objections and shall enter 

an order fixing such boundaries for the proposed school 
corporation as will in its judgment be for the best interests 
of all parties concerned, having due regard for the welfare 

of adjoining districts or dismiss the petition. The area 
education agency board, when entering the order fixing the 

boundaries, shall consider requests for boundary line changes 

of property owners who reside on property adjacent to the 

30 proposed boundary lines. The agency administrator shall at 

31 once publish this order in the same newspaper in which the 
32 original notice was published. Within twenty days after the 
33 pUblication thereof the decision rendered by the area education 
34 agency board may be appealed to the district court in the 

35 county involved by any school district affected. For purposes 
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1 of appeal, only those school districts who filed reorganization 

2 petitions are school districts affected. An appeal from a 

3 decision of an area educD.tion agency board or joint area 
4 education agency boards under section 275.4, 275.8, or this 
5 section is subject to appeal procedures under this chapter 

6 and is not subject to appeal under chapter 290. 

7 Sec. 11. section 275.16, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

8 1983, is amended to read as follows: 
9 If the territory described in the petition for the proposed 

10 corporation lies in more than one area education agency, the 

11 agency administrator with whom the petition is filed shall 

12 fix the time and place for a hearing and call a joint meeting 
13 of the members of all the agency boards in which any territory 
14 of the proposed school corporation lies, to act as a single 
15 board for the hearing of the sa~6 objections, and a majority 
16 of all members of each of the agency boards of the different 
17 agencies in which any part of the proposed corporation lies, 
18 sHall-eeRs~~~H~e constitutes a quorum. The president of the 

19 board of directors of the area education agency in which the 

"'~:120 petition has been filed shall preside at the j oint meeting. 

21 The joint boards acting as a single board shall determine 

22 whether the petition conforms to plans or, if the petition 

23 requests a change in plans, whether e~eH a change should be 
24 made, and eHall-Have-~e-a~~e~~~y-~e may change the plans 
25 of any or all the area education agency boards affected by 
26 the petition, and it shall determine and fix boundaries for 

27 the proposed corporation as provided in section 275.15 or 

28 dismiss the petition. votes of each member of an area 

29 education agency board in attendance shall be weighted so 

30 that the total number of votes eligible to be cast by members 

31 of each board in attendance shall be equal. However, if 9HeH 
32 the joint boards cast a tie vote and are unable to agree to 
33 an order fixing the boundaries for the proposed school district 
34 or to an order to dismiss the petition, the time during which 

35 9~eft actions must be taken under ~e-~~8v~e~eRe-ef section 
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1 275.15 shall be extended from five days to fifteen days after 
2 the conclusion of the hearing under ~e-~~6v~S~BRB-e{ section 

3 275.15, and BHeR the joint board shall reconvene not less 

4 than ten and not more than fifteen days after the conclusion 

5 of sHeR the hearing. At SHeft the hearing the joint board 

6 shall reconsider ~e~~ its action and if a tie vote sRa~± 
7 a§aiR-ee is again cast it sRall-ee-eeemee is an order granting 
8 the petition and changing the plans of any and all of the 
9 agency boards affected by the petition and fixing the 

10 boundaries for the proposed school corporation. The agency 

11 administrator shall at once publish the decision in the same 
12 newspaper in which the original notice was published. 
13 Sec. 12. Section 275.27, Code 1983, is amended to read 

14 as follows: 

15 275.27 NAMES. 

16 ~Re-~~Bv~s~BRs-e{ 

School districts created or enlarged under 

this chapter BRBll-ee-RRBWR-BB are community 
17 

18 
19 

20 

21 

22 
23 

24 
25 

school districts and sRa~l-ee are part of the area education 

agency in which the greatest number of qualified electors 
of BB~e the district reside at the time of the special election 

called for in section 275.18, Bfte-~~B-~fBV~B~BH-~ef~B~RiR§ 

~B-~fea~eB~-RHMBef-B{-e~ee~efB-BRal~-ae-iR-{Hll-{efee-aRe 

effee~-aRY-B~a~H~e-~e-~Re-eeR~fa£y-Retw~tRB~aRa~R~T and all 

~~ev~B~eRB-ef-~fte-law sections of the Code applicable to the 

common schools generally BRell-ae are applicable to B~eR these 
districts in addition to the powers and privileges conferred 

26 by this chapter. 
27 Sec. 13. Section 275.29, Code 1983, is amended to read 
28 as follows: 

29 275.29 DIVISION OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AFTER 

30 REORGANIZATION. Between July 1 and July 20, the board of 
31 directors of the newly formed community school district shall 

32 meet with the boards of all the old districts~ or parts of 

33 districts~ affected by the organization of the new school 

34 corporation for the purpose of reaching joint agreement on 

35 an equitable division of the assets of the several school 
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1 corporations or parts tae£eef of school corporations and an 
2 equitable distribution of the liabilities of the affected 
3 corporations 
4 Sec. 14. 
5 as follows: 

or parts ~fte£ee£ of corporations. 
Section 275.31, Code 1983, is amended to read 

6 275.31 TAXES TO EFFECT EQUALIZATION. If necessary to 
7 equalize s~eft ~ division and distribution of assets and 
8 liabilities, the board or boards may provide for the levy 
9 of additional taxes upon the property of any corporation or 

10 part of corporation and for the distribution of the same taxes 
11 so as to effect e~eft the equalization. Notwithstanding section 
12 76.2, as a part of the agreement on the division of assets 
13 and liabilities, the board or boards may agree to discontinue 
14 a levy to pay the interest and principal of bonds from taxable 
IS property that has been severed from the school district and 
16 will not become a part of the reorganized school district. 
17 EXPLANATION 
18 This bill makes a number of technical or clarifying changes 
19 In the school reorganization laws. It establishes the meanings 
20 of eligible elector, qualified elector, and school districts 

21 affected in a reorganization proceeding. It requires that 
22 the area education agency boards develop alternate plans for 
23 reorganization and that the plans be periodically revised. 

24 It provides how meetings will be conducted when two area 
25 education agencies are involved in a reorganization. It re-
26 quires that a reorganization petition state the name of the 
27 reorganized district. 
28 boards to exempt from 

It allows the area education agency 
the property tax levy for bonded 

29 indebtedness portions of school districts that are not part 
30 of a reorganized district. It also provides that under a 
31 division of assets and liabilities, portions of school dis-
32 tricts not a part of the reorganization can also be exempted 

33 from the levy for bonded indebtedness. It also clarifies 
34 appeal procedures. 

35 The bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 

LSB 3785H 70 
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PAGE THIRTY-FOUR, MARCH 12, 1984 HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

HOUSE FILE 2458 
H-5581 

1 Amend House File 2458 as follows: 
2 1. Page 7, by inserting after line 16 the 
3 following: 
4 "Sec. 100. As used in sections 101 through 106 
5 of this Act: 
6 1. "Coll\lllission" means the temporary school district 
7 reorganization advisory cOll\lllission established pursuant 
8 to sections 101 through 106 of this Act. 
9 2. "Four selecting authorities" means: 

10 a. The majority floor leader of the state senate. 
11 b. The minority floor leader of the state senate. 
12 c .. The majority floor leader of the state house 
13 of representatives. 
14 d. The minority floor leader of the state house 
15 of representatives. 
16 3. "Plan" means a plan for school district 
17 reorganization drawn up pursuant to the requirements 
18 of this Act. 
19 Sec. 101. PREPARATIONS FOR REDISTRICTING. 
20 1. The legislative service bureau shall acquire 
21 appropriate information, review and evaluate available 
22 facilities, and develop programs and procedures in 
23 preparation for drawing school district reorganization 
24 plans on the basis of school district projected 
25 enrollments. Funds shall be expended for the purchase 
26 or lease of equipment and materials only with prior 
27 approval of the legislative council. 
28 2. Not later than July 1, 1986, the legislative 
29 service bureau shall obtain from the department of 
30 public instruction present and projected enrollment 
31 information and shall obtain other information 
32 regarding geographic and political units in this state 
33 deemed necessary for determining the boundary lines 
34 for twenty-five school districts in this state. 
35 3. The legislative service bureau shall prepare 
36 maps of the various areas and political subdivisions 
37 of this state which may be used to illustrate the 
38 locations of school districts proposed in plans drawn 
39 in accordance with section 103 of this Act. 
40 Sec. 102. TIMETABLE FOR PREPARATION OF PLAN. 
41 1. Not later than January 15, 1987, the legislative 
42 service bureau shall deliver to the secretary of the 
43 senate and the chief clerk of the house of 
44 representatives identical bills embodyin~ a plan of 
45 school district reorganization prepared ln accordance 
46 with section 103 of this Act. It is the intent of 
47 this Act that the general assembly shall bring the 
48 bill to a vote in either the senate or the house of 
49 representatives expeditiously, but not less than seven 
50 days after the report of the commission required by 

-1-
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H-5581 
Page Two 

1 section 105 of this Act is received and made available 
2 to the members of the general assembly, under a 
3 procedure or rule permitting no amendments except 
4 those of a purely corrective nature. 
S It is further the intent of this Act that if the bill 
6 is approved by the first house in which it is 
7 considered, it shall expeditiously be brought to a 
8 vote in the second house under a similar procedure 
9 or rule. 

10 2. If the bill embodying the plan submitted by 
11 the legislative service bureau under sUbsection 1 
12 fails to be approved by a constitutional majority 
13 in either the senate or the house of representatives, 
14 the secretary of the senate or the chief clerk of 
IS the house, as the case may be, shall at once transmit 
16 to the legislative service bureau information which 
17 the senate or house may direct regarding reasons why 
18 the plan was not approved. The legislative service 
19 bureau shall prepare a bill embodying a second plan 
20 of school district reorganization prepared in 
21 accordance with section 103 of this Act, and taking 
22 into account the reasons cited by the senate or house 
23 of representatives for its failure to approve the 
24 plan insofar as it is possible to do so within the 
25 requirements of section 103 of this Act. If a second 
26 plan is required under this subsection, the bill 
27 embodying it shall be delivered to the secretary of 
28 the senate and the chief clerk of the house of 
29 representatives not later than February IS, 1987, 
30 or fourteen days after the date of the vote by which 
31 the senate or the house of representatives fails to 
32 approve the bill submitted under subsection 1, 
33 whichever date is later. It is the intent of this 
34 Act that, if it is necessary to submit a bill under 
35 this subsection, the bill be brought to a vote not 
36 less than seven days after the bill is printed and 
37 made available to the members of the general assembly, 
38 in the same manner as prescribed for the bill required 
39 under subsection 1. 
40 3. If the bill embodying the plan submitted by 
41 the legislative service bureau under subsection 2 
42 fails to be approved by a constitutional majority 
43 in either the senate or the house of representatives, 
44 the same procedure as prescribed by subsection 2 shall 
45 be followed. If a third plan is required under this 
46 subsection, the bill embodying it shall be delivered 
47 to the secretary of the senate and the chief clerk 
48 of the house of representatives not later than March 
49·.15, 1987, or fourteen days after the date of the vote 
50 by which the senate or the house of representatives 
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H-5581 
Page Three 

1 fails to approve the bill submitted under aubsection 
2 2, whichever date is later. It is the intent of this 
3 Act that, if it is necessary to submit a bill under 
4 this subsection, the bill be brought to a vote within 
5 the same time period after its delivery to the 
6 secretary of the senate and the chief clerk of the 
7 house of representatives as is prescribed for the 
8 bill submitted under subsection 2, but shall be subject 
9 to amendment in the same manner as other bills. 

10 Sec. 103. REORGANIZATION STANDARDS. 
11 1. School districts shall be established on the 
12 basis of present and' projected school enrollments. 
13 2. To the extent consistent with subsection 1 
14 of this section, school district boundaries shall 
15 coincide with the boundaries of political subdivisions 
16 of the state. The number. of counties and cities 
17 divided among more than one school district shall 
18 be as small. as possible. 
19 3. Districts shall be composed of convenient 
20 contiguous territory. Areas which meetonly at the 
21 points of adjoining corners are not contiguous. 
22 4. It is preferable that districts be compact 
23 in form, but the standards established by subsections 
24 1, 2 and 3 of this section take precedence over 

.~25 compactness where a conflict arises between compactness 
~26 and these standards.. In general, compact districts 

27 are those which are square, rectangular or hexagonal 
28 in shape to the extent permitted by natural or 
29 political boundaries. 
30 Sec. 104. TEMPORARY SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION 
31 ADVISORY COMMISSION. 
32 1. Not later than August 1, 1986, a five member 
33 temporary school district reorganization advisory 
34 commission shall be established as provided by this 
35 section. The commission'S only functions shall be 
36 those prescribed by section 105 of this Act. 
37 a. Each of the four selecting authorities shall 
38 certify to the legislative council his or her 
39 appointment of a person to serve on the commission. 
40 b. Within thirty days after the four selecting 
41 authorities have certified their respective 
42 appointments to the commission, the four commission 
43 members so appointed shall select, bY'a vote of at 
44 least three members, the fifth commission member, 
45 who shall serve as chairperson. 
46 c. A vacancy on the commission shall be filled 
47 by the initial selecting authority within fifteen 
48 days after the vacancy occurs. 
49 d. Members of the commission shall receive a per 

~o diem of forty dollars, travel expenses at the rate 
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Il- 5 5 81 
Page Four 
1 provided by section 79.9, and reimbursement for 
2 necessary expenses incurred in performing their 
3 under this section and section 105 of this Act. 
4 per diem and expenses shall be paid from funds 
5 appropriated by section 2.12. 

other 
duties 
The 

6 2. No person shall be appointed to the commission 
7 who: 
8 a. Is not an eligible elector of the state at 
9 the time of selection. 

10 b. Holds partisan public office or political party 
11 office. 
12 c. Is a relative of or is employed by a member 
13 of the general assembly or of the United State 
14 congress, or is employed directly by the general 
15 assembly or by the United states congress. 
16 Sec. 105. DUTIES OF COMMISSION. The functions 
17 of the commission shall be as follows: 
18 1. If, in preparation of plans, the legislative 
19 service bureau is confronted with the necessity to 
20 make any decision for which no clearly applicable 
21 guideline is provided by section 103 of this Act, 
22 the bureau may submit a written request for direction 
23 to the commission. 
24 2. Prior to delivering any plan and the bill 
25 embodying that plan to the secretary of the senate 
26 and the chief clerk of the house of representatives 
27 in accordance with section 102 of this Act, the 
28 legislative service bureau shall provide to persons 
29 outside the bureau staff only such information 
30 regarding the plan as may be required by policies 
31 agreed upon by the commission. 
32 3. Upon each delivery by the legislative service 
33 bureau to the general assembly of a bill embodying 
34 a plan, the commission shall at the earliest feasible 
35 time make available to the public the following 
36 information: 
37 a. Copies of the bill delivered by the legislative 
38 service bureau to the general assembly. 
39 b. Maps illustrating the plan. 
40 c. A summary of the standards prescribed by section 
41 103 of this Act for <ieVeloprent of the plan. 
42 d. A statement of the enrollment and projected 
43 enrollment of each school district included in the 
44 plan. 
45 4. Upon the delivery by the legislative service 
46 bureau to the general assembly of a bill embodying 
47 an initial plan, the commission shall: 
48 a. As expeditiously as reasonably possible, 
49 schedule and conduct at least three public hearings, 
50 in different geographic regions of the state, on the 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
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10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

plan embodied in the bill delivered by the legislative 
service bureau to the general assembly. 

b. Following the hearings, promptly prepare and 
submit to the secretary of the senate and the chief 
clerk of the house a report summarizing information 
and testimony received by the commission in the course 
of the hearings. The commission's report shall include 
any comments and conclusions which its members deem 
appropriate on the information and testimony received 
at the ~earings, or otherwise presented to the 
commlSSlon. 

Sec. 106. EFFECTIVE DATE. The school district 
reorganization plan adopted by the general assembly 
shall take effect July 1, 1988. 

Sec. 107. INTERIM STUDY. Not later than May 1, 
1986, the legislative council shall appoint a joint 
subcommittee composed of members of both political 
parties of the house of representatives and senate 
committees on education to conduct a comprehensivet 
study of the education laws of this state and shall 
make recommendations to the general assembly meeting 
in 1987 concerning the changes in education laws 
needed to implement the creation of twenty-five school 
districts in this state." 

2. By renumbering sections and correcting internal 
references as necessary. 

H-5581 FILED MARCH 
. /~315(r' 10 (,/) 

9, 1984 
BY KREWSON of Polk 

PONCY of.wape1:J.? 

HOUSE FILE 2458 
H-5574 

1 Amend House File 2458 as follows: 

~ ... ",-." -

2 1. Page 1, by strikinq lines 26 
3 inserting in lieu thereof the words 
4 2. Page 4, by striking lines 29 
5 inserting in lieu thereof the words 
6 administrator shall at". 

through 32 and 
"required by law." 
and 30 and 
" The agency 

H-5574 FILED MARCH 9, 1984 BY COCHRAN of Webster 
4- /~ -.;j.'(1 Iv6') 

£ _ r;r~. ij /£>6 .. ; 

HOUSE FILE 2458 
H-5600 
1 Amend the amendment H-5581 to House File 2458 
2 as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 34, by striking the word "twenty-five" 
4 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "one hundred six" 
5 2. Page 5, line 23, by striking the word "twenty-five" 
6 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "one hundred six". 
H-5600 FJLED MARCH 12, 1984 BY PONCY of Wapello 
6.c4w .J.f~ (t It>" 7) J {f 



HOUSE FILE 2458 
H-5459 

, Amend House "ile 2458 as follows: 
2 1. Page 5, line 20, by inserting after the word 
3 ":iled" the words ", or a member of the board 
4 des1gnated by the presldent,". 

H-5459 FILED MARCH 7, 1984 BY SPEAR of Lee 
;)4L-.F 3/s-(; It' tJ.) 

-----:-
HOUSE FLLE 2458 

H-5554 

1 Amend House File 2458 as follows: 
2 1. Page 7, by inserting after line 16 the 
3 following: 
4 "Sec. 101. Effective July 1, 1988, there are 
5 established one hundred school districts offering 
6 grades kindergarten through six. The school district 
7 boundaries shall be coterminous with ~he boundaries 
8 of the one hundred house of representatives districts 
9 of the Iowa General Assembly. 

10 Effective July 1, 1988, there are established fifty 
11 high school districts offering grades seven through 
12 twelve. The school district boundaries shall be 
13 coterminous with the boundaries of the fifty senate 
14 districts of the Iowa general assembly. 
15 Sec. 102. INTERIM STUDY. Not later than May 1, 
16 1986, the legislative council shall appoint a joint 
17 SUbcommittee composed of members of both political 
18 parties of the house of representatives and senate 
19 committees on education to conduct a comprehensive 
20 study of the education laws of this state and shall 
21 make recommendations to the general assembly meetIng 
22 in 1987 concerning the changes in education laws 
23 needed to implement the creation of school districts 
24 under section 101 of this Act." 
25 2. By renumbering sections and correcting internal 
26 references as necessary. 

1l-5554 FILED MARCH 9, 1984 BY KREWSON of Polk 
'J-i/7 31/5 (fJ /6<-.2) 

HOUSE FILE 2458 
H-5629 

1 Amend House File 2458 as follows: 
2 1. Page 4, by striking lines 6 throu~h 13." " 
3 2. Page 5,line 4, by strlklng the fl~re 2~5.8 
4 and inserting 1n lleu thereof the flgure 275.16 . 
5 3. Page 7, by striking lines 4 through 16. 
6 4. By renumbering sections as necessary. 
H-5629 FILED ~'.ARCH 13, 1984 BY HAVERLAND of Polk 
cid~ .3/, (f /",6.1 j 
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HOUSE FILE ~4£B 
BY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

(AS Amended and Passed by the House) 

Passed House, Date3~/'- %"-; 1/0'1) Passed Senate, Date,3-":U:;-?+(;I/o'>;;) 

Vote: Ayes f,;;, Nays IS Vote: Ayes .:.,t( Nays_-,3..:... __ 
/ 

Approved rJ--t.A I:J. ("1!+- u>, .:/~ if) 
t ) 0 

A BUJ, FOR 
1 An Act relating to school district reorganization procedures. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

REQUESTED BY 

HOUSE FILE 2458 
Amendment H-5581 

FISCAL NOTE 
REPRESENTATIVE KREWSON 

In compliance with a written request received March 14, 1984, 
there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for A~ENDMENT H-5581 to 
HOUSE FILE 2458 pursuant to Joint Rule 17. Background information 
used in developing this Fiscal Note is available fron the 
Legislative Fiscal Bureau, to members of the General Assembly upon 
request. 

Amendment H-5581 to House File 2458 would provide for a tempor.ary 
school district reorganization advisory co~ission and information' 
and plans to be developed by the legislative service bureau. 

FISCAL EFFECT: The expenses of the temporary school district 
reorganization advisory co~ission are to be paid from funds 
available to the general assembly. Assuming the need to meet once 
a month for a year with estimated costs of $100 per member per day 
in expenses and per diem, the total cost would be; 

12 meeting days x 5 members x $100 average costs = $6,000 

The costs would be incurred in FY 1987 and can vary according to 
either an increase or decrease in the number of meeting days or 
average costs. 

There will also be costs associated with the legislative services 
bureau's provision of information and plans. This cost has been 
estimated at over $50,000 for FY 1986. 

(3758H, 84-225E, GPD) 
Source: Legislative Service Bureau 

FILED ~!ARCH 15, 1984 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
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1 Section 1. Section 275.1, Code 19&3, is amended by adding 

2 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 ~EW U~rnUMBERED PARAGRAPH. As used in this chapter unless 

4 the context otherwise requires: 

5 1. "Elig ible elector" means eligible elector as defined 

6 in section 39.3, subsection 1. 

7 2. "Qualified elector" means qualified elector as defined 

8 in section 39.3, subsection 2. 

9 3. "School districts affected" means the school districts 

10 named in the reorganization petition whether a school dis-

11 trict is affected in whole or in part. 

12 Sec. 2. Section 275.2, Code 1983, is amended to read as 

13 follows: 

14 275.2 SCOPE OF SURVEYS. The scope of sHeR ~ studies 

15 and surveys shall include the following matters in the various 

16 districts in the area education agency and all districts 

17 adjacent to the area education agency: The adequacy of the 

18 educational program, aver~e-aa~±y-aeeeRaaftee-6f-~M~i±s pupil 

19 enrollment, property valuations, existing buildings and 

20 equipment, natural community areas, road conditions, 

21 transportation, economic factors, individual attention given 

22 to the needs of students, the opportunity of students to 

23 participate in a wide variety of activities related to the 

24 total development of the student, and sHeR other matters that 

25 may bear on educational programs meeting minimUlll standards 

26 required by law. The plans shall also include suggested 

27 alternate plans that incorporate the school districts in the 

28 area education agency into reorganized districts that meet 

29 the enrollment standards specified in section 275.3 and may 

30 include alternate plans proposed by school districts for 

31 sharing programs under section 280.15, 257.28, or 282.7 as 

32 an alternative to school reorganization. 

33 Sec. 3. Section 275.4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1983, 

34 lS amended to read as follows: 

35 !n developing studies and surveys the area education agency 

-1-
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1 board shall consult with the officials of <tffeeeea school 

2 districts in the area and other citizens, and shall from time 

3 to time hold public hearings, and may employ such research 

4 and other assistance as it may determine reasonably necessary 

5 in order to properly carryon its survey and prepare definite 

6 plans of reorganization. 

7 Sec. 4. Section 275.5, Code 1983, is amended to read as 

8 follows: 

9 275.5 PROPOSALS FOR MERGER OR CONSOLIDATION. AftY ~ 

10 proposal for merger, consolidation, or boundary change of 

11 local school districts Shall first be submitted to the area 

12 education agency board following the procedure prescribed 

13 ~n this chapter. Following receipt of a petition pursuant 

14 to section 275.12, the area education agency board shall 

15 review its plans and determine whether the petition complies 

16 with the plans which had been adopted by the board. If the 

17 petition does not comply with the plans which had been adopted 

18 by the board, the board shall conduct further surveys pursuant 

19 to section 275.4 prior to the date set for the hearing upon 

20 the petition. If further surveys have been conducted by the 

21 board, the board shall present the results of the further 

22 surveys at the hearing upon the petition. 

23 Sec. 5. Section 275.8, subsection 2, Code 1983, is amended 

24 to read as follows: 

25 2. Adoption of stieR the written joint plan at a joint 

26 session of the several area education agency boards in whose 

27 areas StieR the territory is situated. Ve~es-ef-eaeR-lftellll:lelf 

28 e~-aft-alfea-eatlea~~eH-a~eHey-eeafa-sRa%±-ee-we~~ft~ea-se-~Ra~ 

29 ~fte-ee~a±-Htimaelf-ef-ve~es-e±i~~a±e-ee-ae-eas~-ay-meMBelfS-ef 

30 eaeft-aealfa-sRa±±-ae-e~tla±~ A quorum of each of the boards 

31 is necessary to transact business. Votes shall be taken in 

32 the manner prescribed in section 275.16. 

33 Sec. 6. Section 275.12, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

34 1983, is amended to read as fOllows: 

35 1. A petition describing the boundaries, or accurately 
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1 describlng the area included therein by legal descriptions, 

2 of the proposed district, which boundaries or area described 

3 shall conform to plans developed or the petition shall request 

4 change of the plan, shall be filed with the area education 

5 agency administrator of the area education agency in which 

6 the greatest number of qualified electors reside. However, 

7 the area education agency administrator shall not accept a 

8 petition if any of the school districts affected have approved 

9 the issuance of general obligation bonds at an election 

10 

11 

12 

13 

pursuant 

period. 

electors 

equal in 

to section 296.6 ,curing the preceding six-month 

The petition shall be signed by ve~e!'s qualified 

in each existing school district or portion affected 

number to at least twenty percent of the number of 

14 e~~~~B±e-ve~eF9 qualified electort or four hundred ~e~eFs 

15 qualified electors, whichever is the smaller number. SeHee~ 

16 d~9~E~e~-e!'-~e!'e~eft-affee~ea-meafts-~fte-a~ea-ee-Be-~fte~~eee 

17 ift-efte-~±aR-ef-eRe-~!'e~sea-ftew-seftee~-a~ge!'iee~ 

18 

19 

20 

Sec. 7. Section 275.12, subsection 2, unnumbered para­

graph 1, Code Supplement 1983, is amended to read as follows: 

6~eR The petition filed under subsection 1 shall also state 

21 the name of the proposed school district and the number of 

22 directors which may be either five or seven and the method 

23 of election of the school directors of the proposed district. 

24 The method of election of the directors shall be one of the 

25 following optional plans: 

26 Sec. S. Section 275.12, subsection 4, Code Supplement 

27 1983, is amended to read as follows: 

28 4. The area education agency board in reviewing s~eR the 

29 petition as provided in sections 275.15 and 275.16 shall 

30 review the proposed method of election of school directors 

31 and SRa±±-ftave-~fte-eM~y-aftft-aM~he!'~ey-ee may change or amend 

32 SHeft the plan in any manner, including the changing of 

33 boundaries of director districts if proposed, or to specify 

34 a different method of electing school directors eft-efte-aa9~s 

35 e~-a~ea7-5eRee±-~e~~±ae~R7-eF-asseesea-va:Ma~~eft as may be 

-3-
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1 required by law, justice, equity, and the interest of the 

2 people. In sHeil the actionL the area education agency board 

3 shall follow the same procedure as is required by sections 

4 275.15 and 275.16 for other action on the petition by the 

5 area education agency board. 

6 Sec. 9. Section 275.15, Code 1983, is amended to read 

7 as follows: 

8 275.15 HEARING--DECISION--PUBLICATION OF ORDER. At the 

9 hearing, which shall be held within ten days of the final 

10 date set for filing objections, interested parties, both 

11 petitioners and objectors, may present evidence and arguments, 

12 and the area education agency board shall review the matter 

13 on its merits and within five days after the conclusion of 

14 any hearing, shall rule on the objections and shall enter 

15 an order fixing such boundaries for the proposed school 

16 corporation as will in its judgment be for the best interests 

17 of all parties concerned, having due regard for the welfare 

18 of adjoining districts or dismiss the petition. The area 

19 education agency board, when entering the order fixing the 

20 boundaries, shall consider requests for boundary line changes 

21 of property owners who reside on property adjacent to the 

22 proposed boundary lines. The agency administrator shall at 

23 once publish this order in the same newspaper in which the 

24 original notice was published. Within twenty days after the 

25 publication thereof the decision rendered by the area education 

26 agency board may be appealed to the district court in the 

27 county involved by any school district affected. For purposes 

28 of appeal, only those school districts who filed reorganization 

29 petitions are school districts affected. An appeal from a 

30 decision of an area education agency board or joint area 

31 education agency boards under section 275.4, 275.16, or this 

32 section is subject to appeal procedures under this chapter 

under chapter 290. 33 and is not Subject to appeal 

34 Sec. 10. Section 275.16, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

35 1983, is amended to read as follows: 

-4-
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1 If the territory described in the petition for the proposed 

2 corporation lies in more than one area education agency, the 

3 agency administrator with whom the petition is filed shall 

4 fix the time and place for a hearing and call a joint meeting 

5 of the members of all the agency boards in which any territory 

6 of the proposed school corporation lies, to act as a single 

7 board for the hearing of the sa~d objections, and a majority 

8 of a~± members of each of the agency boards of the different 

9 agencies in which any part of the proposed corporation lies, 

10 sHa~~-eeRseieHee constitutes a quorum. The president of the 

11 board of directors of the area education agency in which the 

12 petition has been filed, or a member of the board designated 

13 by the president, shall preside at the joint meeting. The 

14 joint boards acting as a single board shall determine whether 

15 the petition conforms to plans or, if the petition requests 

16 a change in plans, whether sHeH ~ change should be made, and 

17 sfta±~-ftaVe-~Ae-aHeRefi~y-~ may change the plans of any or 

18 all the area education agency boardS affected by the petition, 

19 and it shall determine and fix boundaries for the proposed 

20 corporation as provided in section 275.15 or dismiss the 

21 petition. Votes of each member of an area education agency 

22 board in attendance shall be weighted so that the total nu~ber 

23 of votes eligible to be cast by members of each board in 

24 attendance shall be equal. However, if sHeR the joint boards 

25 cast a tie vote and are unable to agree to an order fixing 

26 the boundaries for the proposed school district or to an order 

27 to dismiss the petition, the time during which sHeR actions 

28 must be taken under ~fle-1'lfevis~elts-ef section 275.15 shall 

29 be extended from five days to fifteen days after the conclusion 

30 of the hearing under ~He-~pevis~eHs-ef section 275.15, and 

31 SHeft the joint board shall reconvene not less than ten and 

32 not more than fifteen days after the conclusion of SHeft the 

33 hearing. At SHeA the hearing the jOint board shall reconsider 

34 ~ftei~ its action and if a tie vote sHa±±-a~aiR-~e is again 

35 cast it sRa±±-be-aeemea is an order granting the petition 

-5-
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1 and changing the plans of any and all of the agency boards 

2 affected by the petition and fixing the boundaries for the 

3 proposed school corporation. The agency administrator shall 

4 at once publish the decision in the same newspaper in which 

5 the original notice was published. 

6 Sec. 11. Section 275.27, Code 1983, is amended to read 

7 as follows: 

8 275.27 NAMES. School districts created or enlarged under 

9 ~Ae-~~e¥~~~eft~-ef this chapter ~fta~~-Be-~fte~-as are community 

10 school districts and sAa±±-be ~ part of the area education 

11 agency in which the greatest number of qualified electors 

12 of saia the district reside at the time of the special election 

13 called for in section 275.18, afte-~A~e-~fe¥~S~eft-~ef~a~Hi~ 

14 ~e-~fea~eS~-ftaffibef-ef-e±ee~efS-Sfta~~-be-ift-fa~±-fefee-a~ 

15 effee~-afty-s~aeaee-ee-eAe-eeft~fafY-fte~wi~AS~aftaiH~7 and a~± 

16 ~~e¥i~iefte-ef-eAe-±aw sections of the Code applicable to the 

17 common schools generally sAa±±-be are applicable to sa eft these 

18 districts in addition to the powers and privileges conferred 

19 by this chapter. 

20 Sec. 12. Section 275.29, Code 1983, is amended to read 

21 as follows: 

22 275.29 DIVISION OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AFTER 

23 REORGk~IZATION. Between July 1 and July 20, the board of 

24 directors of the newly formed community school district shall 

25 meet with the boards of all the old districts~ or parts of 

26 districts~ affected by the organization of the new school 

27 corporation for the purpose of reaching joint agreement on 

28 an equitable division of the assets of the several school 

29 corporations or parts ~Aefeef of school corporations and an 

30 equitable distribution of the liabilities of the affected 

31 corporations or parts ~Aefeef of corporations. 

~ 32 

33 

34 

35 

-6-
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HOUSE n Lt: 24~)H 

AN ACT 

!{hLA'rING 1'<) SCHOOL D1S1'RICT REORGANIZATION l'ROCEDHRRS. 

AF. IT EI~AC11::() BY 'fHF. GF.~E:R.o'L ASSI:.:MAI.Y 01' 'nil:; !;TA'f1:: Uf IO' .... A: 

Se(·tion 1. S~ctlon 2-/~.l, Code 198], is <lfllenr1ed by addinq 

U.e f(..llowing ne .... unJlult'l)ered paragraph: 

~.r~~' U.l-!NVMBt::RtW PARA0.RA1>~. M; used In this chapter lml~s~ 

t.he contUl<t ot.her:·,,'1SP. reqtlire!;: 

"~liqiblp. elC!ct.o[" Ine,u)s €!I igible p.lect.ol' <l$ defin(:d 

In sect.ion 3~. 3, $ubsC!ction l. 

2. "Vu .. lified (~lect.or" means qualified elecLor at. defined 

1n sp.ction 39.3, SUbf;(':ctiofi 2. 

3. "~>dtool dlsttlct~ ,lff~cted" Flt!tHlS the s<::hool dlc.t.ricts 

nar,lcd In t.hp. n!Ol'gcmlz<tt.ion pet1t,ion whet.het a school dl::>­

t.r·lct 1!; affect.ed i" .... holp or in part. 

Sec. 2. $p.ction 1.75.2, Code 1983, is amended to I'ead as 

toll()w;:~ : 

2-J5. 2 ~;COl'}-; Of' SURVF.YS The ~;.-;opt.' of !HH~k 1I~_~ studi~!:i 

and ~;Jl"Vey!; "h'lll includ(~ the follo .... ing matteI'S in the various 

dl!..>tricts in thE: ""re,) f~ducation agency and all dl~tricls 

<\djacent t.o t.he dLca ~dU(;dt.lon agency: The ad(~quacy of t.he 

e-~uc.:at lona 1 pnl<JnlOl, ~"'~H\.,~-Ele H Y-f!l"~f1t1e""p'-8t'-,n.IH}.~ ~.uP q 
eC~ .. !.~~:I_\l., propel:t.y vdlU<lt.ions, cl<lf.,ting b\1l1diogs tlnd 

~~'1u.lr-ment., n,ltur,,1 <:oll',munity (1)"(":<15, ro,)d condit.lons, 

tt',)lISpot'tati.nn, econorni<: factors, indivldudl ,)ttention given 

to tr,t! needs of ~;tlldf~nt~.>, ttlt~ 0PPol'ttlnily 01 ~.;tudents to 

y Irtlclr,)t(~ il: a · ... ide VCl.I'.ll!."t,y of ,)clivlt\CS I'cl.'.lted to t.he 

t.otdl d(.·vt\lopn~nt. uf thp s',lIde~t, and 1I~t!h (.t.he! n',)ltct·f., th;I~. 

rn,)y he,ll O~I e::o<:<ltH>tldl pn!grartls w(.-eting rr·lIurnun st.,)ndald!l 

l't,:quued t!j· I"' .... TI~~ p~.:l.'I!} Shall ,)150 q\Clud.~_ .!;\J'1ge!~tE:'~ 

:!ltE:.'.'!li\tl· pl~:i... !,h~t .i_!}~Orp:?l'dtc th~ ~·;~·l~~.ol q..i. . ..!:t.rict.5 It) the 

- • 
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~r~a ed~c.::"t. io~ _~g~.!}~~)_. ~~!.or9<l:nizeq .distl':lctS tl!it.t._rneet 

!:..t).e_enrol~r:':'ent st.~~l.d'l.l'~~_ speciJ.Le..s! In s~ct.~_~.75.3 an~ .. ~~.i' 

in~lll_de al t_~~'!~~~_!.l.~_'p'~?pose_~ __ t?:t._ 5cho~l di~t:.~lcts fo.!,. 

~I)aring . .p:r09r'lm~. \l1!c:!~1' "!;ec~l(?~ 280.15" 2~7 .~.~~_2e2."_~ 

,In _ ~ 1 te rna.tl.ve to schoo:1 .. reol·9,"U!.~.~~t.ioo '. 

Sec. 3. Sect.ion 27S,4, ulUlumbel"(~d par<lgl.·aph 1, Code 1983, 

I S am~mded to read as follows: 

In dcveloping studies and sUl'veys Lhe ,H'ea educatlon agency 

bO~lrd shall consult w1th thp. o1'ficials of ft~i'eetea !:!~~.l<?ol 

distt"ic1.s 1n the a:t:~~ and ot.her Cltizens, and shall fl'on time 

t.o ti.me hold publ ic hCcH'lngs, and may emplo]' such research 

,lnd othel' absi!ltaocp. <\s it ITIdY det.ennioe l'ea!.>onably necessary 

in ordp.r to propel"ly Ci.H'ry on It.S survey and prp.p<ue definlte 

pldnf~ of rcorgaJUz.,)t.l0n 

Sec . ., Se::t.ion 275.5, Code 1983, is .ut!.ended t.o read as 

follows: 

27S~; 1'1WPOSA{'S FOR HEHGflR OR CONSOI.WATIO:i. lu!.y~ 

PlOPOS,)) for merqer, consolidation, or boundal'Y chanqe of 

local f)chool distr:lct'li shedl first hc submitled to the ,ned 

education agenc], boat'd follmnng the pl'ocedure prcscribed 

lO t.his. -.:hapt.er. Follo'WlI.q receipt of ,) petition P\H'su<lnt 

to f.,ectl()n 275.12, the cH'Cd educ>ltion dgency board shall 

n:vie· ... its plafl!. and dp.tcl·mine whet.hel' the pp.tit.ion complies 

.... ith the pl,lns .... hich h"ld been adopted hi' tile bo,)rd. If the 

p~tition does not cClllply wi th l.h'.:: plans which had ht'!en adopted 

by the hOdI'd, the bOul'd !>hall conduct. furt.hel !..>ut·veys pursuant 

LO ::;~ct.i()n 275.-1 priol.' lo the ddt.(\ set. for t.he hi..."H·lllCJ upon 

the pet1tloo. U ~:!!.l:ther SUI'veys I:'!<'!ve hf~(!~~ c_~n<!~cted bL.~~ 

t:J'?;'!.!.Q.l __ !}~~ lio.;.<H'd !'>hal.l 'pr~~ent t.he r::~.'~u~.t:..r-o.._of th~ f.l..!rthe;. 

~urv.~:t.s cll. ... t.t~(.~ f!_~dl'in9 .~!~~~ ... t:-he . .2.et~tioll. 

Sec. S. Section 2-}S.8, suhscctlon 2, C()de 199], is il(.lended :t 
t(l l'c .. d ,ll:> 1oI10\o':~: 

2. A":o).>tLC:r, of ~Ht~k t}H! ... "["~.t.:..t.:£!!.....ly .. i_l1~ plill\ ilt <I lOlUC 

St!SSlOr. .,! t11\~ sevcnd .'.lre.~ ~~hlCdt_lon aqency boaz'd(; 11\ .... hose 

,It'ea,', !Hl~h 'the territol'], 15 s~tu~t.~d ~~~~~-&f-e~~ft-~~~~f 

:n 
l'o) 
~ 
(11 
00 
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'" t' _ ~ft -" t:'e ~ -t!thtHtt tot E"'- atJEll'ley -II e &. rEt - Kftd ~ l-lH! - we:l "fl.t.tni-1'I8 - ti'la t-, 

II-.i'le _ \ f')t.a} _"~I'I'&@ l' - ,,#-vet.es - ei-., th -l@ - t~ - ~ '" - e as t.- h'1-I"HI~~ ~"~-tJ.f 

e#'i~k-):,ea,"d-8hd~ i-he-f!fftlt'lh f.!...Jluo:r~:m YL.!i:!~),-;)~ . .....!..J.e Z?ard.1 

i s !l.E'ce~.~~:'i:·_.!:.£....t!.~So.d£.t __ t?us i ro~ss . V.2.!:.~!.& .Q!!4.l~. b~~~.....!.dker0.n 

~~~. ~~!!!..!~:.t.:.....J?Fe~,;cri.Qt;:1...1.~ectjo!~. 2".12: l~ 
St:t:. b. Sect10n 27~).12, 8ubs(:ctHln L Codt: $upplernt~nt 

19tD, )s anH!nded to read ,lS (olIo .... !;: 

A petit.ion dt~bct'ibing the boundarj,e8, or accurat.ely 

deSCl·ihinq the area includt!d t.herein by leg.ll desct·iptlonf;, 

of the proposed d1.r.t.rict, which houndarles or ,uea lit!scr'lbeJ 

101,,01 1 cl)))form to pl,)I",s d.~velopeu or the petiLlon shall request 

change of th~ pl<lI~, shedl be filed W.lt,h the .n·e,l eJucilLlon 

aqf'!nc~i ",dr,in1st.t'Cltor of the ;,rea educat.ion <'gE:ncy 11\ whi~h 

thP.' g!'eatest number of ~.~l..!..i...!:':J. ele..:tol"!'; reside. HO .... t:ver, 

the cll'ea education agency admin1.str,lt.or shall not accept ~ 

pet.lt,loll if Clny of t.he schnol distlict.s affected have <lpprovt~d 

t~t': i::WUimce. of qene:.tl obliqaLlOl\ bonds ",t. an t':lect.ion 

pursUiHlt to uer.tlon ;96.1, durirHJ the ~n~c(:diIl9 !;',ix-rnollth 

pcnod. l'h("! petit.lon ~~hdll l>e slgned by ",,,t:.ef'1I ~i.fi~d 
~l(:c.tor.:~ 1:1 \:itch eXlsting ~.("hool du;.trlct, or portion affected 

equ,d il". nnm})el to cl" le,u;.t t. .... enty pen:cnt of th~ ml.r:lber of 

@h~+hte-¥8"et'8 y'\I<.:'.li!J.e.Q...£.1ect~~r'.s or, fOUl h\lndn~d ¥eh!t'1f. 

~,d ill~:d t::le<:~o: ... s, which(:v~r' i~ the snldller :lUa.ver. 6eke&i 

tI t e '" f!' t. f! t - 8t' _p e 1"". e~ - ~. t' ee .,@ tI-l'!'I~ ""II - •. h@-('Ife'@"-"tJ-bt! - .l'Ie!"~e6 
+M_lh~_~i~ft_"'f_~A~_p1'e~~1I~6_~@w_~@kee!_dt~"~le~~ 

;~(,.c."T. Sectlon ~75.12, suh::;e-ct.ion /., unnu:nbet·ed pctl",l­

<.J!·ar- h 1, C'odt~ supplE'ml:'!nt 198J, is drn(~nd(~d to l'ead "w follows: 

ti~~h l'ht~ petlt,i:m !.i...l(:~t\I.!~'{ub5cctic~_n..! shall ."Iso !.>t.at.(: 

t hI...' I~~m(: (If. ~he PX££~)s~'->C~IC() 1 .. ~ l s t.l'.!.£~ anq the nUlT'l)c r () 1 

dlf(~Ct.01'S which n'C!y be ~"ltht~' five or seven ,llld t.he ml:'!thod 

of ('leet.ion cf tJ,,:~ school din:ctorr: of !..he Plopos~d du:t.nct. 

Th(~ rrethod I:!' e.lectlfm of ' .. h~ dil'ect(n:~> shall b~ one of th(~ 

t'l/llowil:g \)ptlotlal p),lns· 

:;~C. 8. ~;P'~tlOI\ 2{~,.12, SUba~~t.l(Jn 1, Code ;,upplt~rnent 

1983, U~ d."ll('ndl~d t.o read .1S follo'"'!; 
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4 The aCl:'!d ~ducat.ioll ,1gerKj' board in n:V1PoWl:1q gtlt!k t_h~ 

pet.H.lon as provided .In sections )7S.1S ,lnd :nS.16 !;hall 

n;vie .... tiw propobed met.hod of election of school di ,'ecton. 

dnd !c':ftaH-ftavt'!-t.ftt!"-6~\y-a,,6-!n,\;l\et't,\;)'-"6 ~y change ()l amend 

s,*~h ~_h~ plan lTl any manner, includlJlc,1 the ch.mglnq of 

bonnd.ll"iet of dll·ectol' d,istrictG if Pl:OPNH~d, or to specify 

,1 different. method of electing school dit'~ctors e"-~ke-haeiH 
Ht'_af!'e~;_s~hee*_fle,n'lat~eftT-e"-dl!llf.e&lIutd-¥rti"8~j.8" as may be 

n'Jqu1n~d by lclw, )Usl.ice, equity. and the lntorest of the 

people. in e~f!k ~I'?_~, <lct1.o"l. the area education C\gency hoard 

sh",1l 10110w the S(U":'le procedure <H;' 15 t·equircd by sectlons 

;"S.l~) and 2·15.1(, (Ol· other c'u:tlon on the petit.ion by t.he 

arca f:ducat.ion aqency bO.)l'd. 

Se.c. 9. Scction Z·JS.P:', Cod(! 1983, is amended to read 

.1S folIo;.,"!;'".: 
2"]~).15 HF.AHING __ Df.CrSJON __ PU81.ICATJON m- ORDER. At the 

he,Hlnq, .... hlCh shall be lwld wi thin len days of the fill<\l 

datI:'! !Jet 1'or fil.lng objectionr., interested p,)l'ties, both 

petltionel·s .md object.ol·s. m.1Y present evidence and arguments, 

and th~ "reil education agency ho"rd shall review the matter 

on its mel'lt~ dnd .... lthin Live d,lYS after the conclusion of 

any hearing, shclll rule on the objccti(jfl~ ,lnd 511<.111 enter 

all ord~l' fixlIHJ such bound,H·les for thE' pl·')rosed school 

corporatlon ,1So .... il1 1n its )udq;nent be fot' the best int.erest!> 

,)!' ,111 p<Htle::; concerned, havlnq due r(!gard for the .... elfat·e 

of acijollnng di"t.rlcts or d.lt,~ias t.he petltlo". The drea 

edu("cltion aqency boat·d, wtwn ~ntr.l'lnq t.he (llder fixlng t.he 

h:HlIld,ll'leS, :.hoilll considcl reque~ts lor bound,l1·Y line ch.u.ge8 

of propel'ty owners who reside on l>ropcl'ty adji.lCenL to the 

proposed boundill y ) ine!;. The agency <ldmlnilitr,ltOt· shall at 

IH:C~ publis!) this ordt!r in the Sdrt'P. ne\.'spapeJ in .... hich tho 

0t'iginal not'ic~ ..... 110 puhllshed. Within twenty days after the 

pUhllCe\t:OIl th<:reof t.ht! decis.lon n-ndl...'l'ed by L'H: ,Hb~ e"iucation 

,vJcn("y board II\dy b(! app('~dled to t.he dibtrict court ln th~ 

county involved by ,lny $chool district. affect(~d. For p·..lrposes 
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of dPPt'''l. on!y t.ho!'.e s('hool di!;tt:l<..:t.~ ... ·lio tiled 1"corgani ... .al!On 

petitlons an, ::;<::hool dit-;t1'icts ,'ffc.cted. ~~.I.~.£E....eal ~·r0'I!.a 

d.t:.£~:~.i..(!!.l_ <?~._:!.!~_-'-~~'t!_~.9ucati~1I .~.lqenc'y. ~oal'd. y.!:........l.<!!~~t. area 

~:.Q~<,,;:?-.!..!~n ,1Clencl:.. ~:')a~'d$ ~!"Idcr se(.:ti~??:.i.t.....2~.S.16,. o~: toil:; 

~ec:.io!I_)s su~i.~<.:!:. ~~PP~..£!.!........Ef?,::(:dur~? _und~.1:_t:hu.> <..:I.I~~.!: 
dn_<!.....~!; not_ ~.u..!.U....e..£~_ to. dl.>~~ !J_ndcr _c.:h.:!Et.et' 2:'l2....:. 

:;~C. 10 S()<:tion 275.16. unnur:lllp.t:ed p.u·agt'.lph 1, Code 

19€H, .1S amend(:d t.o redd <,)5 follo\.:s: 

If t.h~ t'~n·lt.ory descJ'ib~d in the J;L't:ition fot UH! pl·oposed 

G(H.:':o!·rlt.ion llC!: in more thnll one area education Clgcmcj', Lhe 

dge:'),;y itdmlniBt,t·CIt".Ot· \.Ji t.h whom the Pp.titlon i.s fi led !ihall 

flx ttl<: time anoj plt.co (0.1' ,) hearing and call a joint. meetH}'J 

of tht~ tnf"!mbe.lS of d11 the rlgency bo,ln:i::; in ",'hlCh imy teJ'rltO.1'Y 

o[ '·,h~ pt·oposf"!d :.;chool COt·pCll"lt1on lie:.:;, to act ,l!;; a single 

b:;.,ud for the h~al-ing of the eatd obje::timH;, d:')d a r,a,iority 

of dH· rr·l!:ro.herc of ~c~.ch of t.he agcnc:y Lt><.)rd!; of the. di ff(~rent. 

,\(jenC1eS in h'hich llny pdrl, 01 the pt·oposp.d corponlcion lie!'>, 

Itkllll-e~H\!!'~H,".,e ~£.nf.,';;ll~~,eG. C\ qU01·UIr.. I.t'.!c .flre!;.ldynt. ot_.!:h ...... 

~~),:d (2..!....._~lJ'~lCtOl'.S~~' ~D~~'e~' edl!c.,.':.: i 0o_. !!9r:ncy ~ TI wh i cl~_ t.he 

tttl~.i(';n. h<l.!2.......~er .. ---.li)e':!.:.......... ~ memLcJ~._U!~:.......£.<?:cll'd deG.1'lllclted 

9'y .. I.~_'yn$id~nt:~hi.\.u....J?!,~.?ide dt. the.jpint 1t'~(!tin9._ The 

joint hoanJs dG{,lng ,,!; d single hOill'd 5ha11 det.~rJnint~ Whl~t.ht~t· 

t.he pet1t.ion clmfonn!6 to plans or, It the pet.1tion requests 

.:. r;1~ct~}(je 1n pl,1n!.>, wh~thcl' !Htek ,t.' <:hcmge ~ho\lld tie r.ladC!, and 

&hdH·-k~ye-"h~-"tI."'h8!'!:"Y_"A !!!.'!:i o::hange the p1.1nf., 01' any Ol 

,111 thl'! .al'e .. c:ducat.ion afJcncy bOcudli affected by the petlt10l\, 

cHl<l lt tlli,ll1 delt~rl1line ilnd flX boundilrie::; for tht! proposed 

cO'·pol'dl.ion i!::i Pt·()vHit~d in scct10ll ;"'5.15 01" dlsmiss thc 

p~tl::~cn. Vot.c.t; oj e,lch membet' of an ,1rc,) edUC,)t.lon dq .. mcy 

h()<~:(t .l~I_....:!.t.t.~n~'-l1!~:.£ ~;hc)ll be wp.1qht.(.'Q f.,0 Lhat. thc t.otal nunb~l 

of ::):,~s (;!i(j1hl~ lo oe ccl:.;t bi' r.'er:tb~rs 0:- ~dC~1 bO,Hd i!~ 

d~~1 . ..:...ndd"(,~~ s):;~~ I tH! p.qual. Howc~ve. ..... , i f ~I;te~ !:E..!! )Olnt. bOdrdf., 

Cil!;\: ~ tlC v(;1·~ Mld ,H·t' uni).bl~ 10 .l9r~E.' t,o dn \)I-d~t, fl>::i:h] 

trl~ :">\)Hnddi.'.i.o.::; Z:OI' the pr(lv()~~(~d ::ichool di"trlcl or· to ,11} ct·der 

t.o dl:!lf'lSS Inc p~t1tlOIL th~ tln)C dUI'i.nq wtll::h l'Hte)o. ,let.10la; 

~ • 
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nlU:it roo? takpn und~t· l.)U!-~"&V"l'Il6R9-e. I>c::tlon 2"5.)~ sh"'ll 

be extendp.d fr'om five days t.o flftcr:n days clfter t.he cOllclusion 

of tllc ht::<tr'inq undcr Uttc'-pl"eY"~"8J11et-6. section 27!'.l5, and 

SI,ftl-ft .~t: joint hf),ll'd shall l'econVcne not le!6s than ten and 

not 11":01'(; than fifteen day5 after the conclu5ion of et\tek ~he 

hee.l'inq. At. fl~~k th~ hP.nrlWj t.he joint boal·d sh,)ll .1'econsidel 

"he." !t~ ih~tlon and if <t lle vote etkft-l.-tll!tl~"-B& i~n 

caut i t t:thtl •• -be-~eeJlttut Hi un ot'der granting the petition 

cmd changing the plans of any and ,)ll of the aqency hOiU-d!i 

dffected by th(~ petition and fix.inq lhr: boundaci~s rOt· tilt: 

propoBt~d "choo I COt·pOt'd II on. The ,)gt~ncy ~,dmiJ) i lit.r a tOt' :.;h,,11 

at onc€"! publish VIP. dt!cision in the same newr:;paper in which 

the. ol'iqina.l noticc~ .... C\s published. 

Sec 11. ~;eclion 2'15.27, Code 1';18), is iWlended to t·ead 
c\s follows; 

275.27 NANKS. School districta created or cn1art}ed tlndet 

"'k~-~t'~v.eH'"f1-ef thi.s chapter' ~h6H'-8&-""8Wft-8f1 !f~ cOlTUllunity 

school riistrio::t!i llnti IIkll.~-IIP.' ar~ pc1l"t of the ... rea edUCd"lion 

aq~ncy 1n which the g1'(~atelit. munt>er of" glldl.l.~i.ed (~lectot's 

of HoltI'! L1~~:. dlSt~ri.ct reside .at the tlme of the spp.clal p.l.ection 

cdl led fOl- HI !;ectlon 275 18, c'lREi-,,"h"!I-p't"¥!:~"'~"'-Jl~~"a!:R:UUj 

.. 8- Of:to'Po Il "'e~" - ""lI!eEtt' - A f' - ~.~e~6P!l -,g kt!..-l -il t'! - *1\ - t\t ll- 4e t'ee- aRd 

@t ftH!~-&Ry-9"'~t~u,e- tEl-l'.Ple -t!8f'lt,!'tlPY-R6t:w+thstaf'lEl,H\fj1" and Il. i 

IH6Y*Sl:tllR9-flf-UtPo-iftw !>eC;l~ons .. _~2_LJ:_r.}~! Cod~ aJ:'plicc)ble t.o t.hc 

comnon SdlC\l!:i g(,n~1'cl11y 9P1dU-be C\.~ appl iCnblc to tnteh .~hese 

distncts In uddltion to the POl-·Ct'.- .:=md pnvileqes confet·red 

by thi~, ciupter 

$er:. 1 J.. 

e.s follo .... s: 
$cctlon 275.29, Cod~ 19f1:l, is ctmended to read 

J:/S.19 DIVISION OF A::;SRTS ANlJ LI';flILITH:S AnE:H 

Rl::GRGANIZATION. Belween .J~.ly 1 "no July 20, th~ boc)rd of 

1i1rect.())"f; (,1 t.he nel-'l), fOllnt~d (,.'()II/I1\Hllt.y !;choo! dlsttict G.h,111 

nee,- · .. }t'l U:e OO'lld!; of all the (,ld di,;t,I·.1<..:lS, or p,ltt.~ of 

dlatt"lctS. itfff"!(·teJ by the orqanl?dt.1o:} of th~ nc· .. · !ichool 

CO'·P'.)l':lt)On fot· the put·pOt,t: of t.!dcl.ing JOInt. agt'eem~nt on 

;I: 
:'1 
I\) 

'" 01 
CO 
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an equitable d1vision of the assets of the several school 

corporations or parts ~AeFeef of school corporations and an 

equitable distribution of the liabilities of the affected 

corporations or parts ~fteFeef of corporations. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that thiS bill originated in the House and 

1S known as House F1le 2458, Seventieth General Assembly. 

Approved 

JOSEPH O'HERN 

Chief Clerk of the House 

--Lf2t~~0d-,,-,jC!--l.IL2,-----, 1 984 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Govel"nor 


