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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the providing of interpreters for hearing 

2 impaired persons. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F. H.F. dti..J7 

1 section 1. NEW SECTION. 804.31 ARREST OF HEARING IMPAIRED 

2 PERSONS--USE OF INTERPRETERS. When a hearing impaired person, 

3 as defined ln section 6228.1, subsection 1, paragraph "a" 

4 1S brought ln for questioning or arrested for an alleged 

5 violation of a criminal law, inclUding a local ordinance, 

6 the peace officer making the arrest or that officer's superior 

7 shall procure at the earliest possible time, unless the hearing 

8 impaired person waives the right in writing, and the waiver 

9 was made knowingly, voluntarily, and intelligently, a qual1fied 

10 interpreter in accordance with section 622B.2 and the rules 

11 adopted by the supreme court as required in section 622B.1, 

12 subsection 2. The interpreter shall interpret the Miranda 

13 warning, notification of rights, the interrogation proceedings, 

14 other questioning or arrest procedures, and all statements 

15 made by the hearing impaired person. This section does not 

16 prohibit a law enforcement agency from conducting a pre-

17 liminary screening test pursuant to section 321B.3 prior to 

18 the arrival of a qualified interpreter. 

19 If otherwise eligible for release, the hearing impaired 

20 person shall not be held in custody only to await the arrival 

21 of a qualified interpreter. 

22 An answer, statement, or admission, oral or written, made 

23 by a hearing impaired person in reply to a question of a law 

24 enforcement officer or any other person having a prosecutorial 

25 function in a criminal proceeding is not admissible in court 

26 and shall not be used against the hearing impaired person 

27 if that answer, statement, or admission was not made or 

28 elicited through a qualified interpreter, unless the hearing 

29 impaired person waives this exclusion in writing, and the 

30 wa1ver was made knowingly, voluntarily, and intelligently. 

31 In the event of a waiver, the court shall make a special 

32 finding to determine if the waiver and any subsequent answer, 

33 statement, or admission made by the hearing impaired person 

34 was made knowingly, voluntarily, and intelligently. 

35 When communication to any person pursuant to this section 
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1 occurs through an interpreter, all questions or statements 

2 and responses thereto shall be relayed through the interpreter. 

3 The role of the interpreter 1S to facilitate communication 

4 between the hearing and hearing impaired parties. An 
5 interpreter Shall not be compelled to answer any question 

6 or respond to any statement that serves to violate that role 

7 at the time of questioning or arrest or at any subsequent 

8 administrative or judicial proceeding. 

9 EXPLANATION 

10 This bill requ1res that an interpreter be used for a hearing 

1.1 impaired person brought in for questioning or arrested. A 

13 

14 

12 hearing impaired person may submit to a preliminary screening 

test for operating a motor vehicle under the influence of 

alcoholic beverages or drugs without an interpreter present. 
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The bill takes effect July I following enactment. 
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gr: IT F.NA(;TF:;) WI THE Gt:NI:RAI. A~;~';}O:;18[,Y or 'rIlE STATE oJ!' l0'I\'.r..: 

S~ct~or; ~. NF.\ .. ' $ECT~.:-:m. 30 .... n ';iUU·::;':· OF HF;,t,RINC J['lPA!l-:t:O 

I'C:HSON:"",--;:SF. ~)F IWrr:FI'HETFRS. 'W .... C!:'"1 ,1 h'~"I')no lmpc!'ln~d pl-'I'SOI1, 

"!,, d(;finec In ~;~Ctl(lf) 621B.I, !;ub!,~ct~on 1. potd'-)Idpn "a" 

~!; bl'CI.!']{)t In I(I( ~\Jt~Sl~ol1inq or ,1t'J'e~jted t,n dll ,llle'1e<.i 

"'i01iltioll ()( a cl.l.Cllr.al 1 a' .. '. 11l<:ludlO',1 <I Icedl oldln;lt,C(:, 

lht: pe;.C(~ ofl,lce!' :,akl.llg t.ile: a!'r~~jt 01' Ul<':~, o1flC(.'I"~; lmpf"!l"iot" 
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',l,)S ;'IClde kn()wing~y. vC1UCt,1t'11y, ;lOd lnt.E~l!lqently, .! qU<.lllfit!d 

inl.('t'Prct,'~l U'; ,\(;C(.>1<.i<ltW~! ~tith ~,~ct),0n 6228.2 .ud the flll'!s 

,.d:-..pt.(~:: by the !~UPJ'eil\' \·:·Y.lrt. d::': t'equll.~j 111 aect~,)t, 677.B 1, 
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tr·d..!l! by the ;If"!/!t'),tl<f ::'1I1;.HliJ,~d p .... nwn Thi!', !',e;:t.lon (\,)e$ tl0t 

;Jt0hlbit :1 :~'n' '!111(H';C~lIel'.t. .:.;gt!IV"y r~'OI;l C(!\',(\UCtl(hl <I k1e­
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;.0" n',on ::.:hal~ cot. hi': )1t,ld III cu,:tod't unl:: to " .... "1':" r)H' ;ll'I','~',11 

(':! '" qu"lif:ed lllt ... ·1~'I~·t • ...'1'. 

An dl"l!,We;', ::I,/It.l':ml':nt \iX' .'1;'/1))!:~lcn. (;1,11 or' ""rlt·.en m,1de 

::y 'l n!:clt'lnq .lmp<ll. •. \d l-'~l!:,()n 1:1 l ..... p1y t~, I :;.lt~$t~()t; :d :1 .",'." 

-:;n(Ol'c~!n'e~lt ('il1C~~: 01 dlly I)':.he: ~t!r~~<!n haVl));? d PJ',:~\'cllt'.al";. 

h,nct.H);1 In iI ,:rl:'ll!n,11 r!l'(I('C!~:hng IS l1()t ddmiSSlblt· 1:1 COUlt 

,11)<: t;tl'11l t)(':t. to"" ~,:,:-=d <lg:lln~.': Uw t:~" .. ··lnq irn!',l:1 ... ·d Fe:~.cn 

l f n,ilt. ,l:'!'~''''~:1 ';I"It.t~m(~n~., :);. /ld:n'.~:~';I·:1) .... ',I~~ !I:):. M'lj;~ (>1 

.... 1 11: ',t(.·ll th:()lJ\"}h <I .~ll,~il(le.~ :;I!.t\q,~·~~'.~r .nlc',!:' ',}I(' 11(':lrlO') 

l:n;)<.!~t',~d p(>:·!~(...n ·.I.d"'('~~ t.1l;'" ex\"ll.!>'GI'. 111 · .. ,{,l:.lI1IJ. ;In,, tho.: 

.... ,l'·.)~~r: .... d!~ n);',j(: kr.(:"'·lnrlli', ·,'o.<mtill'l ly, '~I:d l(';:, •. \11~9l'I:t 1'1 
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III ',',r)'" ~'v("!nt, 01,1 ·,J,.lver:. t.tll' C{)U!t. s);al1 mdk~ ,I !;pecli:ll 

ilndinq l0 I.let.el.'lIlne 1 f th,.. ... ·,llVe!: "nd ,.ny \O'Jb':C!quent. an,; .... f!r, 

f,t,\~~r;,f_'J1t.. (':r dili'lll:;!)10i) mC!.de by t:u: ill!:<lIlnq i:npdln'!d petSOIl 

'~'at: m'ld~ kf':(;\.·lng~'j. '.joill:1I'ilrlly . .'1nd It':t(:lllgerl!',ly 

.... 'h(!1) ~:\:!'M1\i:"l,(·itt.l():1 to <my pt~.s()n p.asu.:.n! {.i) Uns ~c<::ti.(.n 

0Cl'.Jl'S :.hr"O\lqll .Ill lI;t(!lyr,~te:. ,)11 qll\'f,t.){)C!> or f.~:atemenls 

MId r(~!jf.'~;ISI:..'!i tneret.() hl,al.l r.l~ t(.·lilyed U:r;,ugh t.he Intel"f!l"\:t.\~r. 

':'he rol~ (It ttH" 1I.l(·r.;)n~t.~r I!, to f<:!lClllt.=tte Cf)R';IIUlIlc:ltlon 

l'(:'·, .... ~'.::n Uw I'.e,lricy ,ud he;o.)"lo'J ~myc.IH'~!d f.'ilLlles. An 

lnt.~Ipll:tel !-'h'lll :')0", be c,)rClt-'t>,~l('d t.:> ,10SWt'I' allY qlw8t:lon 

<:..l u.·,,;yol1d t.0 :any !.'":..dt,t:I1't!l1t til,lt. !,er'\'(~$ l'u vioL\t.~ that l'ol~ 

,It t.he: t.:'ml~ of q\..r~:.;t.l0nlllq 0r ,1t'J'""l:;t 01 elt any ~';\lbseq\lel1t 

ad!" Inl"t.l·~t.l~'e lH ~u:li(;i'11 FI'()Ct''.::'.llthJ. 
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