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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the cancellation of outstanding warrants. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. ')'d:J. 

1 Section 1. Section 331.554, subsection 6, Code 1983, 1S 

2 amended to read as follows: 
3 6. The amount of a check e~-waffaR~ outstanding for more 

4 than two years shall be paid to the treasurer and credited 

5 to the general fund of the county as unclaimed fees and trusts. 

6 The treasurer shall provide a list of the checks aRa-waf~aR~8 

7 to the auditor who shall maintain a record of the unclaimed 

8 fees and trusts. A person may claim an unclaimed fee or trust 

9 within five years after the money is credited to the general 

10 fund upon proper proof of ownership. Claims for unclaimed 

11 fees and trusts shall be paid from the general fund of the 
12 county. 

13 Sec. 2. section 331.554, Code 1983, 1S amended by adding 

14 the following new subsection: 

15 NEW SUBSECTION. A warrant outstanding for more than two 

16 years shall be canceled by the auditor and the amount of the 

17 warrant shall be credited to the fund upon which the warrant 

18 was drawn. A person may file a claim with the auditor for 

19 the amount of the canceled warrant within five years of the 

20 date of the cancellation, and upon showing of proper proof 

21 that the claim is true and unpaid, the auditor shall issue 

22 a warrant drawn upon the fund from which the original canceled 

23 warrant was drawn. This subsection does not apply to warrants 

24 issued upon drainage or levee district funds or any fund upon 

25 which the county treasurer has issued a warrant order or 

26 stamped a warrant for want of funds. 

27 EXPLANATION 

28 This bill provides that after a warrant is outstanding 

29 for more than two years, the auditor shall cancel it and 

30 credit the amount of the warrant to the fund from which the 

31 warrant was originally drawn. Under current law, the amount 

32 of a canceled warrant must be credited to the general fund 

33 of the county. A person for whom a warrant was issued and 

34 canceled may file claim for the amount of the canceled warrant 

35 within five years of the date of cancellation. 

36 This bill takes effect July 
-1-

1 following its enactment. 
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AN ACT 

RRLNI'INC TO THE CANCEI.I."'" OX OF OtJTSTAND I t:r. WARRAl'frs. 

BE IT RN.:"Cn:D BY nil:: CENERAL I\SSEM8LY or 'IlfE:: STATE Of to'NA: 

Section 1. Section 331.~54. subsection 6, Codt! 1983, 1$ 

at"Ier)(l(,d to l:eCl.d dot 1'o110...,s: 

G. l'ht: .ullounl. ot it check fH'-WI:lt't'6H" ()utst.imdi.ng (or more 

t.han two years shall bf'! p,lid to th(~ tn~,\!;ut'(~r cHld cI'edited 

t.o t.h(~ (wnc1:,,1 fund of the cOlmty dS unc:l"ilned fees and tnl::.t:;. 

The t.r:edSUI"et" Shilll pJ'ovide a li~t of the chc:cks IIIftfi-waH'6""'K 

to the auditol who I>hall lililintain .:. l"ecord of the uncl,umed 

fees <Hld tLUSt.S. A penwn TNly <.:ldlill an uncL:litl'ed fee 01' t.t'U!,>t. 

within five ye,ur. after the mon~y is CJ'(~(ht.\~d to the "len!'!ral 

fund upon pt'op\~l' proof of ownen.hip. Claims fer lInc:lJ.lrned 

feet; ;}no t.l'lJ!'>t" "hall be paid ft'ClIn t.he gellet'al fund of ttl(! 

c()unty. 

Sec:. 7. Sect.ion 311.~)S1. Code 1983. if. dtnended by addllH} 

the following new ~ubsect.ion: 

HR\!. !?~SE_CT.I.9_~. ,\ ·.Jdt·rdnt ollt.st.andinq for m()t't~ 1.han two 

yedro:; shall lH! c<lllc(~led by the auditor and the amQ\lOt of the 

· ...... urant !:.hall be ct'edited to th(~ fund upon which th<: · .... at·(.;Ult 

·.Jas < .. h.';.wn. A person rroay fi Ie d clalm W.l ttl the audi tOI" for 

the ,Ullount ot tht! cC\n<::C!led w .. u:rant \.'i thin five y(:an;. 01 tht! 

d .. tc of the ciwcpllation. ,lnd upon bho· .... lnq ot ploper pn)of 

that the- claim i!> tlU~ ')od unp,lld, t.hc-: ,ludlt,or ~;hc>ll lS!j.ue 

d warl'cHll ·h"I\·m upon thr. fund from \.'Inch t,he oriqinill cancelt~d 

Wilrr.'int. ... ·ali dr,l· .... n Thi~; !;UDSt!ctlon does not. apply to W,H·,'ant.B 

i'!>:.:;u(~d upon drainage or levee district 1tlnds or ,11\y fund upon 

• • 
H(lUSC file 242. P. 2 

WhlCh the l:ollnt.y 1',I'ei\S\ir~1 hd~ lS~lIt~d i\ 'd,lrli.nt. ol"det' or 

:~t.:ltnped ,\ '-'orr,lIlt for .... ant of fUlids. 

UON1\LD D. ,WEr:ZON 

Spe,lkel' of' the lIouse 

R0BERT T. AN£>F:RSON 

President of the Senate 

I hereby cp.l·t.i fl t.hClt tins bill 01'lgIB<lted In the HOUGe and 

Hi kno\.'n dS Houf..e rile 242. SE:v(':nt:i(~th Gent~rill ;"sst~mbly. 

APprovedA~ _) 

JOSEPH 0' IIF.RN 

Chief Clerk of the House 
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