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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act providing for uniform search warrants, applications 

2 for search warrants, endorsements for search warrants, 

3 and returns of search warrants. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. __ H.F. ;',"", 

1 section 1. Rule of criminal procedure 30, Iowa court 
2 rules, second edition, is amended by striking the rule and 
3 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 Rule 30. FORMS FOR WARRANTS. A search warrant shall be 
5 in substantially the following form: 
6 

7 

State of Iowa, County of __________________ _ 

8 State of Iowa 
9 vs. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

Before (Judge, Magistrate) 
Criminal Case No. 

10 

11 

12 
(Defendant) 

13 TO ANY PEACE OFFICER OF THIS STATE: 

SEARCH WARRANT 

14 Proof has been made before me, as provided by law, on this 
15 day that (describe property) is being kept at (describe location/ 
16 address) in the possession of , and has 
17 been or is being held in violation of the laws of this state. 
18 You are commanded to make immediate search of (state here 
19 whether the search is of a person (named), premises, or a des-
20 ignated thing.) 
21 If the property or any portion of the property is found, 
22 you are commanded to bring the property before me at my office. 
23 Dated at , Iowa, this day of , 19 
24 -----------------------------
25 (signature) (official title) 
26 An application for a search warrant shall be in 
27 substantially the following form: 
28 State of Iowa, County of ________________ __ 

29 State of Iowa ) 
30 
31 

32 

vs. 

(Defendant) 

) 

) 

) 

APPLICATION FOR 
SEARCH WARRANT 

33 (attach additional sheets as needed) 
34 I, , being first duly sworn on oath, state: 
35 1. That I am a resident of , County, Iowa. 
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S.F. ___ H.F. 

1 2. That I have good reason to believe that certain property is 
2 either being used or held in such a manner or is of such a char-
3 acter as to render it subject to a search warrant (check appli-
4 cable ground or grounds) because: 
5 The property has been obtained in violation of the law. 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

3. 

The possession of the property is unlawful. 
The property has been used or is being possessed with 
the intent to be used as a means of committing a public 
offense or concealed to prevent an offense from being 
discovered. 
The property is relevant and material as evidence in a 
criminal prosecution. 

That the property is: 
(a) Describable as follows (with specificity): 

(b) Located at or ~n (include city, street, and number if 
applicable) 

(c) Believed to be in the possession of (name of person 

or group--if search is to be of person include physical 

description) 

4. That the facts and circumstances which lead me to believe 
that probable cause for this search exist are as follows: 

a. My personal knowledge: 

(1) Facts: 

(2) Source of Facts: 

b. Facts told to me by informant: 

(1) Facts: 
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S.F. 

1 
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7 

8 

__ A.F. ~"'DD 

(2) How informant learned of these facts: 

(3) Reason for reliability of this informant (although 
the informant need not be named, character, circum-
stances, and past reliable information by this in­
formant should be stated) 

9 Wherefore, the undersigned applies to a judge or magistrate 
10 of County, Iowa for a search warrant 
11 to be issued and for the described person, premises, place, 
12 residence, or vehicle to be searched for the described property. 
13 
14 

15 

16 

17 

(Applicant's legal signature) 
Subscribed and sworn to before me by __________________ , this 

day of , 19 __ 

18 Judge or Magistrate 
19 In and for County, Iowa. 
20 An endorsement on a search warrant shall be in substantially 
21 the following form: 
22 

23 JUDGE'S OR MAGISTRATE'S ENDORSEMENT TO SEARCH WARRANT APPLICATION 
24 

25 1. The following person gave sworn testimony upon which the 
26 undersigned judge or magistrate relied to issue the search war-
27 rant: 
28 

29 a. 
30 (Name) (Address) 
31 b. Abstract of testimony: 
32 

33 2. Information supplied to the above peace officer ---
34 by an informant (who need not be named): 
35 The information appears credible because (select): 
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S.F. __ H.F. ;1"'DO 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

a. Sworn testimony indicates this informant has given 
reliable information on previous occasions. 
or 

b. Sworn testimony indicates this informant has not 
been used before but that either the informant appears 
credible or the information appears credible for the 

7 following reasons: 
8 3. The information (is/is not) found to justify probable cause. 
9 4. I therefore (do/do not) issue the warrant. 

10 

11 Judge or Magistrate 
12 The form of a return of search warrant shall be 
13 substantially as follows: 
14 RETURN OF SERVICE 
15 State of Iowa ) ss. 
16 County ) 

17 

18 I , , being a peace officer in and 
19 for County, state of Iowa, certify that the at-
20 tached search warrant came into my hands on the day 
21 of , 19 __ , and on the day of 
22 19 ,I executed the warrant by making a search of the described 
23 person, premises, or thing and found the following property: 

24 (state kind and quantity) 

25 

26 

27 

28 which property I seized by virtue of the attached warrant and 
29 which 1 now hold subject to further order of the court. 
30 I have further executed the attached warrant by giving 
31 a copy of the warrant, together with a receipt for the property 
32 taken to , or; 
33 No person having been found on the premises, I have left 
34 a copy of the inventory and a receipt for the property taken 

35 at the place where the property taken was found. 
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S.F. H.F. J4DO 

1 I, the officer by whom the attached warrant was executed, 

2 do certify that the above inventory contains a true and 
3 detailed account of the property taken by me on the warrant, 
4 and is accurate to the best of my knowledge. 
5 fees 
6 services 
7 mileage 
8 cartage 
9 

10 
11 

12 Sec. 
13 amended 

2. Rules 
by adding 

(official title) 
of Criminal Procedure, second edition, are 
the following new rule: 

14 NEW RULE. 31. FORMS OTHER THAN WARRANTS. The forms con-
15 tained in the appendix of forms are illustrative and not 
16 mandatory, and any particular instrument may be in more or 
17 less the form illustrated. 
18 EXPLANATION 

19 This bill provides for the establishment of uniform forms 
20 of search warrants, applications for search warrants, 
21 endorsements of search warrants, and returns of search 
22 warrants. 

23 This bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
24 
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HOUSF. FlCR ;;..aOO 

AN ACt' 

]'HOVIl.lING FOR UNIFORM Z£hRCH WARRAllTS, A.f'I'LlCATIONS FOR 

~r:ARCIi WAHRAN'1'S, f::NLlORSEr1'ENTS FOR Sl::ARCH ..... ARRANTS, NID 

RETIJRNS Of:' SEARCH WARRANTS. 

BE IT ?NACTED BY TIlE Gl::NI::RAL ASSRMlH.Y 01' THE STAn: Of IO· .... A: 

Sectlon 1. Rule of criminal pt'oc:(!d\ll"f~ )0, IO .... d courl 

rules, s.econd edit.ion, l~ amended by stl"1~an9 t.hc [ule clnd 

illserting: In lieu thet"eof t.he follo ..... inq: 

R\,le )0. FORMS fo'O~ WARRAIITS. A search "'dl'ranl: z:.all be 

In ':lUh~tantiillly the following form: 

St.,H.e of 10· .. ·<1. county of .. 

State of 
vs. 

lc .. ·<} Before (Judge, M'lgisU·i.lt~t 

Criminal C"u.e No. 

(DE:1'cndant) SEARCH WARRANT 

TO AJ-;Y PEACl:: OFFiCF.R or THIS STATE: 

Froof hclS be~n t:lnde beJol'c me, dG pl:ovided by In· ...... on thi!., 

e -
Hous~ File 2400, P 2 

Jay t.hilt. (ci€<!'>cr.1b: P<l"OP~I't.y ) lD Leloq kept. ,It. (detict'loe lO(;dt.ion/ 

"ddl'eS5) in tht~ pos!;.ession 01 , and has 

been or is t)(~inq held in violation of the 1.1'o"s :;>f t.his stat("!. 

You an: co:nnldnd~d t.o make immediate Iioellrch of (!;tillc hel:e 

.... het.hcr the scarch it; of ,l pct"!;oo (T1anc:d), premises., or a des­

iqnated tbng.) 

I [ the propertj' or any port:ion of t.he pt'operty is. {ound, 

you ,He commdtv-ied t.o b.l'ing the pro}Je.1'ty before me at ny office. 

Dat.ed at I 0'''''". th~!i day of , 19 

(:~ign,"tuL"e) (offici.ll title) 

An C\ppl iC<lt.ion f:-.r a SeiH'C~1 ..... ,1.l·rant !>hilll be in 

l.Hlbntant.i,llly the foll,) ..... .1l1g form: 

State 01 Iowa, County of 

;)tate of 10 .... ·<\ 

I, 

1. 

2, 

vs. 

(Dcfenddflt) 

APPLICATION POR 

S£ARCH • ..... ARRI\NT 

( d l t.<lch nddi t 1 ona 1 sheets. as needed) 

being first duly s .... orn on oath. r.tatc: 

Thilt an ~\ re"ident of County. Iowa, 

That I h<we good reason to bel ieve that certain prOpCI"ty is 

eit.her being us~d or held In ~Hlch a m'lntH'~r Ol" is. of such a ch.u·­

dcter ,1S to t"cnder tt 8uhj("!ct to a spat"ell .... iltt'ant (check appli­

cable qt"o\ulli or qrounds) because: 

The property h,lS been obtained ~n 'Jiolatiofl of the lat.'. 

The pos!:>ession of the propert.y " un1C11'..,[ul. 

being POli3cssed ..... i th 

of corr:lIlttinq a public 

()(fem~1i! Ot concealed to prevent an offense ft'om being 

di;;c(lvet'ed 

The properly has been usetl or lS 

the lntent to be used as d me,'lns 

The ~t()p(':rty is t"elev"tnt ,lOci :nat.ertd1 as evidence in n 

crimtnal pro5ecutton. 

). That ltw property is: 

(a) Oe!:.crib,lble <\:~ [",Unw!) ' .... it.h ::;peclJ.'lcit.y): 

:J: 

:" 
N .. o 
o 



Uo\!se Fill"! }:)CO, P. J HOIl5~ rile 2400, P. 4 

(b) LccaLed dt or in (include C.1ty, stH'!l:'!t, and number if 

;l;>plic'lb~c) 

(c) BcllE!Ved t:) be in the pol>sesf.,ion of {na:ne of lJf':l'SO/l 

ot' gr-oup--if search lS to be of person illc:lude phyr.ical 

descJ'ipt.lcn} 

4. That t.he factI> and ciJ'cuml>·.:.anct'!!J · ... hich ledd rop to bt,lleVIi: 

HUll pH,bable c,)use for this search exist <Ire dS follows 

d. My personal knowledge: 

b. 

(1) facts: 

(;::) Source of Facts: 

p,)ct.s told to me by infol·mi\llt: 

(1} Facts: 

(2) Uo .... inf'ot·ndnt le,uned of thef>e f,"\~ts: 

(3) Reason fot' reliability of' tins informant (dlthough 

the infolmant need not b" named, charact.er. circum­

stances, and past relidble ,lnfor:mat.ioll by this ill­

fOl·mant Bhollld be st"tcd) 

Whet·efol·e, t.hc undel'signed applles to d jl.;dqe 01· tI".ilqistrate 

of County, Iowa for <l "Search warrant. 

to be lS!;l.led and for the descril:ed ft!lt-;on, pl·erni"!;e!;, place, 

resldeIlCp., at' vehl.cle to be searched fOl the de::><::nbed pl·opel'ty. 

(APlJ i ican·t' s lega.l s iqna1 ut'e) 

Sub!)cribl"!Q ,):)1'1 !) .... 01'1I t.:, btdorl:'! me by , this 

day ot 19 

Judge or Mdgi!)tl'at.e 

In and (oe .. _. ____ .. county, Jo'""a . 

An er,don,e; .... ent on .:. lH':Cln..:h w<1l'nm~ ~hal, be In !)ubst,)ntlally 

lh~ follo· ... i ng (OrT;-,· 

,H.IDGR'S OR MAGIS'l'AATl:'S J::NDORSEMRlIT TO SJ::ARCH WARRANT APPLICATlON 

1. 'Iht< follm",inq person gave s .... orn testimony up:," .... hich the 

I.lndersiqne<i judge or m<lqistrate reI led t.o ilisue thp 5t':cuch war­

t'csr.L: 

«. 
(Nolme) (Address) 

b. At-!>tract of tp.!;timony: 

, . Inforr:latlon liupplled to the ahov~ peace of1'icel 

bi' an int"onllant ( .... ho nt<cd not be namt!d): 

The lnformatlon dpped.l"!:; crodihle Dt!cause (select): 

l 

• 

,). 5" .. ·orn test.imony llldicate!) t.his lnfol-;TIolot. holE, glven 

l·elHlble infol·:nation on pl"l~V10Ut; occasions. 

'" 
b. S .... orn t.estiMony indlcates this infot·t"Iant has not 

been u!;ed b(~fot·c but. t.hilt E:1ther thH infot·!IIant appeal's 

crodible or the infot·Mi1ti.on ,)ppCdrs. c;·p.dible for the 

toll0· .. ·1n"1 r-::asoos: 

Thp. inform,)tion (lS!l::' not) found t.o lustily pl'obable cause. 

I lhel·efon..· (do/do not.) issue th~ warrallt . 

----_ .... -._ .. 
Judge or Magi!)trc)t.e 

The t'Ol·!ll of d return of scarch .... dl'rdnt shall be 

suhst"nt.iilily as follows: 

RETUR!l OF 5J::RV I CF. 

-



~ 

e 
Hou:~e Flle 2100, P ') 

Stdt.e of low,) !W. 

County 

l. _ .... ' b~lnq a peace officer' In ,\I)d 

fer .... ___ . county, st.lte of iO'.;d, c:t~l:tl1'y that the <11.-

taclmd 5€<iH'ch W,lrrant C'l(':'IC lnto my hands on the dar 
of ,19 and on tht'! d,lY of 

1<) ~xecut.ed the wan'ant by m,lkil\g ;, ti~atch 01 the dE:!~<:t ibed 

per:~on. P.I'cc':Ilues, or thing and (ound the follo .... ing pl'()~e!'t.y: 

(stiH.c kind <'mel quant.ity) 

--_. __ ._- ._-----_ ... 

.... ·hich pro}>cl't".y I :~eized by virt.uE: of lht: at tdchcd .... ·<ll"l':,nnt. and 

.... hich I no .... hold subject to furthel." enter of the court. 

I h<:ll'/c further ~xt!cuLcd the attached ~:ill'r',1.:\t. hi' glvIng 

i:l. copy of the WcH!ilnt:, together wit.h c.. l"(~cc:ipt for" th~ pt"o[Je,rty 

t.il/(en to () r ; 

~o pelsoll havlnq been found on the premlael3. I I~ave lefL 

d. copy of t.tLt< inventory afld el receipt tor lht:! pt"opert.y la!(en 

olt t.he place ..... here Ute pI"Operty taken .... as found" 

!. the office)" by who(;1 the at.Lllch<.~d W,lr1"td)t '-Iel$ executed. 

do certify that the above invent.ory contalnl:> do true and 

det.li led account of the pt"operty takt!f1 by me on I"h("! ~.lrl"c"lnt. 

and i!l dCCUl"atp. to the best of My know) "'dgp. " 

ft!cs 

r.ervICCG 

!"nlleage 

cartacre 

(oJ 1"1<.:.1 ,\1 titlt~) 

Sec" 2. Hulea. of Crininc"ll Procedure" second ed.t.1on, elrc 

.. ~tnended by adding the follO'o.;ing new l"ule: 

- tit 
I~ouse Flle 2-400. I'. 6 

llR',,' RULE" 31" 1-'01<11$ 011Jt::i TKA..'i \-o'AAR&"lTS" The fonos COfl-

td.1ned in the appendiX of form!; are lilustratlve and not 

m,ln<i,lt.O)"Y. and dny part.iculiU: In::;tnunent rray be in rnOl"e 01 

less the forln illu~t:r;,tect" 

U0NA(,n n. AVRNS0N 

Sf-cake: 01 the House 

ROSgRT T" A~nt:RSON 

Pregu\ent of the Sp.Il<lt.e 

I hC!J"eby cel."t.i fy th<':t tillS hi II oriqinat~d in the Hour.e and 

lS known as Housp. rlle 2100, S("!ventieth Ger)t~l"c"ll AG$ell'bly" 

APprOVCd~ II 1984 

TERRY l: BRAl~ST"D 

Governor" 

,JOSF;PU 0' Hl::RN 

Chief Clel"k of the House 
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