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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the duties and responsibilities of a peace 

2 officer to a victim of domestic abuse and providing a 

3 penalty. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ~tr,d H.F. ~: ~~ 

1 Section 1. Chapter 236, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

2 the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. 236.12 PREVENTION OF FURTHER ABUSE--
4 NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS--PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF POLICE ORDER. 
5 1. If a peace officer has reason to believe that domestic 

6 abuse has occurred, the officer shall use all reasonable means 

7 to prevent further abuse including but not limited to the 

8 following: 

9 a. If requested, remaining on the scene as long as there 

10 is a danger to an abused person's physical safety without 

11 the presence of a peace officer, including but not limited 

12 to staying in the dwelling unit, or if unable to remain on 

13 the scene, assisting the person in leaving the residence. 

14 b. Assisting an abused person in obtaining medical 

15 treatment necessitated by an assault, including providing 

16 assistance to the abused person in obtaining transportation 

17 to the emergency room of the nearest hospital. 

18 c. Providing an abused person with immediate and adequate 

19 notice of the person's rights. The notice shall consist of 

20 handing the person a copy of the following statement written 

21 in English and Spanish, asking the person to read the card 

22 and whether the person understands the rights: 

23 "You have the right to go to the district court and file 

24 a complaint requesting any of the following applicable orders 
25 for temporary relief: 

26 (1) An order restraining your attacker from abusing you. 

27 (2) An order directing your attacker to leave the household 

28 or to provide you with suitable alternative housing. 

29 (3) An order directing your attacker to stay away from 
30 your residence, school, and place of business. 

31 (4) An order awarding you custody of a minor child. 

32 (5) An order directing your attacker to pay support to 

33 you or any mlnor child in your custody if the attacker has 

34 a legal obligation for that support. 

35 (6) An order directing that you and your attacker receive 
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1 professional counseling. 
2 You have the right to pursue criminal charges and file 
3 a criminal complaint for threats, assaults, or other related 
4 crimes. 
5 You have the right to seek restitution against your attacker 
6 for harm to yourself or your property. 
7 If you are in need of medical treatment, you have the right 
8 to request that the officer present assist you in obtaining 
9 transportation to the nearest hospital or otherwise assist 

10 you. 

11 If you believe that police protection is .needed for your 
12 physical safety, you. have the right to request that the officer 
13 present remain at. the scene until you and your children can 
14 leave or until your safety is otherwise ensured." 
15 The notice shall also contain the telephone number of a 
16 safe shelter, support group, or crisis line operating in the 
17 area. 
18 2. A peace officer may, with or without a warrant, take 

19 any or all of the following courses of action if the officer 
20 has reasonable grounds to believe that there was recent 
21 physical domestic abuse inflicted on a person: 
22 a. The officer may make reasonable inquiry of the person 

23 upon whom the officer believes the harm has been inflicted 
24 and of any witnesses, to ascertain whether there is probable 
25 danger of further physical domestic abuse being inflicted 
26 on the injured person. 
27 b. If the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that 
28 there is a probable danger, the officer may lawfully order 
29 the abusing party to leave the premises for a cooling-off 

30 period of up to twelve hours. 
31 c. If the abusing party refuses to comply with the order 
32 to leave or returns to the premises before the expiration 
33 of time ordered by the peace officer, the officer may place 
34 the abuser under arrest. 
35 The person refusing to comply with the lawful order of 
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1 a peace officer under this subsection commits a violation 
2 of, and is subject to, the provisions of section 719.1. 
:3 3. A peace officer is not civilly or criminally liable 
4 for actions pursuant to this section taken in good faith. 

~ / 

5 EXPLANATION 

6 This bill provides for the protection of a victim of 
7 domestic abuse by setting out the duties and responsibilities 
8 of peace officers. providing for the immediate and adequate 
9 notification of the victim'S rights, allowing a peace officer 

10 to order an abuser to leave the premises, and providing that 
11 the refusal to follow such lawful order is a violation of 
12 section 719.1. 
13 This Act takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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HOUSE rILE 2164 
H-S171 

1 Amend House File 2164 as follows: 
2 . 1. By striking page I, line 23, through page 2, 
3 lIne 4, and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "You have the right to ask. the .court· ·for the 
5 following help on a temporary basis: 
6 (I) Keeping your attacker away from you, your 
7 home and your place of work. 
8 (2) The right to stay at your home without 
9 interference from your attacker. 

10 (3) Getting custody of children and obtaining 
11 support for yourself and your minor children if your 
12 attacker is legally required to provide such support. 
13 (4) Professional counseling. 
14 You have the right to file criminal charges for 
15 threats, assaults, or other related crimes." 
16 2. Page 2, by striking lines 13 through 14 and 
17 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "present 
18 remain at the scene until you and other affected 
19 parties can leave or until safety is otherwise 
20 ensured."" 
21 3. Page 2, by striking lines 15 through 16 and 
22 inserting in lieu thereof the following; "The notice 
23 shall also contain the telephone numbers of any safe 
24 shelters, support groups, or crisis lines operating 
25 in the". 

H-S171 FILED FEB. IS, 1984 
tV~ .pIn <1' .r:;~) 

BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

HOUSE FILE 2164 
H-S230 
1 Amend House File 2164 as follows: 
2 1. Page 3, by inserting after line 4 the following: 
3 "Sec. 2. The department of public safety shall 
4 study and recommend to the ~eneral assembly by January 
5 15, 1985 a proposal to prov~de for the collection 
6 of domestic violence data and statistics, through 
7 the use of the uniform crime report or a similar 
8 reporting system, and for the dissemination of the 
9 data and statistics to the department of human 

10 services. The report of the study and recommendations 
11 shall include a summary of the data and statistical 
12 collection systems instituted by other states or 
13 private agencies within the state, specific proposals 
14 for funding, the requirements sufficient to insure 
15 the confidentiality of data and statistics and other 
16 priorities and requirements of any proposed system." 

'e 
H-5230 FILED FEBRUARY 21, 1984 BY SHOlTLTZ of B1a·::k Hawk 
t'¥..1 -t/2;.. (rt 5 15; 



HOUSE FILE 2164 
1I-5239 

1 Amend House File 2164 as follows: 
2 1. Title page, line 2, by striking the words 
3 "and providing" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
4 following:", providing". 
5 2. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the word 
6 "penalty" the following: "and requiring the department 
7 of public safety to submit a proposal to the general 
8 assembly by January 15, 1985 for the collection of domestic 
9 violence data and statistics to be disseminated to the 

10 department of human services". 

H-5239 FILED FEB. 22, 1984 BY CLARK of Cerro Gordo 
ADOPTED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
~ ( r ' 'J,~/$ , 
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HOUSE FILE ~ I"..j 

BY SHOULTZ, ROSENBERG, CHAPMAN 
and BAXTER 

(Amended and Passed by the House) 

Passed Senate, Date ,:7-.5'f-3'.,. (;f./""...--» 
ZI 

Vote: AyeB ___ f'-.;4~_ Nays ___ _ Vote: Ayes "i.e< Nays_.::2 ___ _ 

APproved __ ~~~I~~~J~~~~)_/~7~&~i~ ______________ ___ 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the duties and responsibilities of a peace 

2 officer to a victim of domestic abuse, providing a 

3 penalty and requiring the department of public safety 

4 to submit a proposal to the general assembly by 

5 January 15, 1985 for the collection of domestic violence 

o data and statistics to be disseminated to the department 

7 of human services, 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOUSE FILE 2164 
S-5533 

1 Amend House File 2164 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, line 11, by striking the word "any". 

5-5533 FILED& ADOPTED 
I>IARCH 26, 1984 (J 1"5'7) 

BY THOMAS MANN JR, 

H-5908 SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOOSE FILE 2164 

1 A",e~d MOuse Pil 2164 
2 reprinted by th .,e as amended, passed and 
3 'p ·s I,OU5e a" follows' 

" age 2, line 11 b .. ' 
H-5908 •• y str1k1ng the word "any" 

FILED MARCH 28 1984 ' 
• RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 

j/~~~ 'I'/Y (1/';"") 
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S.F. H.F. ,2/(,1 

1 Section 1. Chapter 236, Code 1983, is amended by adding 

2 the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. 236.12 PREVENTION OF FURTHER ABUSE--

4 NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS--PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF POLICE ORDER. 

5 1. If a peace officer has reason to believe that domestic 

6 abuse has occurred, the officer shall use all reasonable means 

7 to prevent further abuse including but not limited to the 

8 following: 

9 a. If requested, remaining on the scene as long as there 

10 is a danger to an abused person's physical safety without 

11 the presence of a peace officer, including but not limited 

12 to staying in the dwelling unit, or if unable to remain on 

13 the scene, assisting the person in leaving the residence. 

14 b. Assisting an abused person in obtaining medical 

15 treatment necessitated by an assault, including providing 

16 assistance to the abused person in obtaining transportation 

17 to the emergency room of the nearest hospital. 

18 c. Providing an abused person with immediate and adequate 

19 notice of the person's rights. The notice shall consist of 

20 handing the person a copy of the following statement written 

21 in English and Spanish, asking the person to read the card 

22 and whether the person understands the rights: 

23 "You have the right to ask the court for the following 

24 help on a temporary basis: 

25 (1) Keeping your attacker away from you, your home and 

26 your place of work. 

27 (2) The right to stay at your home without interference 

28 from your attacker. 

29 (3) Getting custody of children and obtaining support 

30 for yourself and your minor children if your attacker is 

31 legally required to provide such support. 

32 (4) Professional counseling. 

33 You have the right to file criminal charges for threats, 

34 assaults, or other related crimes. 

35 You have the right to seek restitution against your attacker 
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1 for harm to yourself or your property. 

2 If you are in need of medical treatment, you have the right 

3 to request that the officer present assist you in obtaining 

4 transportation to the nearest hospital or otherwise assist 

5 you. 

6 If you believe that police protection is needed for your 

7 physical safety, you have the right to request that the officer 

8 present remain at the scene until you and other affected 

9 parties can leave or until safety is otherwise ensured." 

10 The notice shall also contain the telephone numbers of 

11 any safe shelters, support groups, or crisis lines operating 

12 in the area. 

13 2. A peace officer may, with or without a warrant, take 

14 any or all of the following courses of action if the officer 

15 has reasonable grounds to believe that there was recent 

16 physical domestic abuse inflicted on a person: 

17 a. The officer may 

18 upon whom the officer 

make reasonable inquiry of 

believes the harm has been 

the person 

inflicted 

19 and of any witnesses, to ascertain whether there is probable 

20 danger of further physical domestic abuse being inflicted 

21 on the injured person. 

22 b. If the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that 

23 there ~s a probable danger, the officer may lawfully order 

24 the abusing party to leave the premises for a cooling-off 

25 period of up to twelve hours. 

26 c. If the abusing party refuses to comply with the order 

27 to leave or returns to the premises before the expiration 

28 of time ordered by the peace officer, the officer may place 

29 the abuser under arrest. 

30 The person refusing to comply with the lawful order of 

31 a peace officer under this subsection commits a violation 

32 of, and is subject to, the provisions of section 719.1. 

33 3. A peace officer is not civilly or criminally liable 

34 for actions pursuant to this section taken in good faith. 

35 Sec. 2. The department of public safety shall study and 
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1 recommend to the general assembly by January 15, 1985 a 

2 proposal to provide for the collection of domestic violence 

3 data and statistics, through the use of the uniform crime 

4 report or a sirnilary reporting system, and for the 

5 dissemination of the data and statistics to the department 

6 of human services. The report of the study and recommendations 

7 shall include a summary of the data and statistical COllection 

8 systems instituted by other states or private agencies within 

9 the state, specific proposals for funding, the requirements 

10 sufficient to insure the confidentiality of data and statistics 

11 and other priorities and requirements of any proposed system. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-3-

HF 2164/25C 



-

uousr: i'l LI:: 2164 

f\N ACT 

IU:U\l'lNG TO T1li: IJUTI!::::> A..'lTJ RE~;l'(mSlp,ILI'j'II::S OF ,\ n:r.cl:: OFfICEl< 

'W t\ I/lCrHl OF UOM:::;Tlr AI~US£. rROVIIJING t\ PF.N,\L1Y AND RJ::­

<~I; I R I ~G 1m: IlEPAlrff":ENT (IF l'U1H.1 C S,\fl::lI' 10 SU1~>111' t\ l'IW1'OSl\1. 

TO J'tlE Gt-:NEML Assnm:.i' BY .It\lfl~AHY l~). 1985 FOR TIf}>; C01.Lf.C­

TJON m" 1.):)V,t::S':'IC \.'IOl.EI:C1:: nATA AND STATISTIC:'; TO 8£ DIS5!::!-Jl­

NATE!) 'W T:U: DSP/IRTr·:fo:f-fI OF fnJt-lAN SERVICES,. 

i,E : r ::}:ACTED Wi lIU: (;ENEk!·.c. ASSEHI\LY or TtiE Sl'hTF: OF 10W/\ 

S(~c:tlO~) t. Chilp~e.:· /.1('_ Co:ie 1983, i" ,1JQI!ndcd by <Hldinq 

the follo .... inq ne',l :.;e;:!.lon: 

N1:..,·,_SEo;TION. /3(, 12 l'HE\.'EN·~·ION OF FtJR'filr:R ABUSC--

:-nl'l~·ICATi.()ll 0:" FICHTS--l'EN1ILTY F()R '/I0I.ATION Of POLICE :HUJER. 

: 1 '. p~;.ct· 0111(;t".l' hils 1~i1f.0J1 to br:lH've thill," dornest.ic 

atJu:;~ h.1:"; (,e-corn:li, ttJ(., of(j(:el !>h,lll u!,e ,111 le<l~on;.ihle rne;ll1E 

Ie. ?re ..... t.>:11 tUlth~r tlbu~;(' ir.l:l".1oiing but fj()t limitt:d to t.ilt! 

~cl~('''''1f)9 

- • 
Iiouse ~·ile 21~~, P. I 

a If requent.t!d, rern';llnlnq un the scene as long d!> tb~t'c 

IS i1 d':lngcr to .10 .lbuscd: per:>0l1's physic,d sc.,:'cty wIChou!; 

the pn.;scllce of ,1 pt!ac(! officel', incl\l(hng hut not. lllulteu 

to l;tayltHJ In thf~ dwel1illg uniT" OJ" jf uflablt: ~"o rt~malll on 

the scmle, C\3!H!;t.inq t.he p~.'t'!;on In le, .... v~ng thc r("!f.:.d("!:H:e. 

b. A~SlSLl)lg (11) ahu.:wd pet"~~on Hl obl',<.lUllr,g m~dlc,lI 

tre<ltmcnt IH!ce::.sit.at.ed by dn af~!>nult, lncludlng In"o\."idillg 

aSSiSUtnCe to the ahu"ed pel"::.on in Oht.,llllinq t.rilm;lJOl:t'ltloll 

to the emel"gency l"OOm of the neat"est. hospital" 

c l'lovidinq an Clbuted pCl'son \.Iit.h ltfllTleriiat.'~ ilOJ il(lequdte 

lIot.1ce of the Pt~I's.()n'!.i right,:. The notic~~ f.n,111 com,.1:,;t of 

hclnthng th~ pt~rs()n <t copy (If I,he JolloYinq st.;.lt.t~nl\~))t w.l"it.ten 

in LII"lii:.>h aoti SVdlllSb, d,"~hJiLY til<; r)£:~::,or, t,) l'.:;,id U.(; (:<,.l"d 

ilnd whether: t:l)(~ pt~rl>on ond~r:st.an(i:~ the rights. 

'''1'011 h.1V(! the right to .15k Ult:~ court fOl' the: fo~lo\.l.illg 

help on C\ tt~mpor.lry bilSis: 

(1) Kt~Cplng yOUl" at.t.J.c'-:er ,l .... ay fl'(l:ll yt>u, your hcm~! imd 

you)" illace of .... ork. 

(7) The J'ight to stay at yOUl." hom("! wlthoot lntcrt'erellce 

fro~ your attilcker 

(3. Getting cu::;toc.y of r:hlldn)H ar:d Obt.iH1Hng ::;upport 

for yourG£:lf and your lunor chi Idren II JOIU" ,.t.t"","lckel l::; 

i<.'g,:,olly u!qui red t.o pnwide f,ur.:h ,:upro; t 

(4) PI"()fe~~-:;ion,ll c()Un:.,ellng. 

Yo" tlitve t.,he riqht, t.o flle crir"inal ch;tt',W~; JOt" thl(,ilt.~; 

"St->iHllt!:"., 01: oth~~" rc·i;\ted crlmes. 

You have Ult~ Ilght to !H'(~': 1'(:st I tutlon <v!din!.>t ;,-our ,'\t"I"l::b~: 

for hill"m t..o youl"!:".elf or yO""H p,ro~p.t't.y" 

If you ,He lit net!d 0: rnedical tn~~tll1ent, 1'0,1 h,.I\.'~; th(> I'tqht. 

to t'(.:qtH.'(~t that t"hc officer pl'es("!nt ilS!~l~t yolJ. 1n d!tiu:lln<1 

t.~.u)SPOl't.ilt.ion to the neill(!:;t hr)!;.pltcll or ot.heL"IW1SC a,;SI!-'t 

y<HI. 

It ;'0\1 (lei it~V(: that rIO I ic~ pt"O'tt:ct.ioll tS f:eeded ttH YOUI 

phY,;lC,ll t;c)fe-ty, i'oU htllt~ Ule ttght 10 t'equ~::.t that. t.he (,ff"ct:1 

rrcf,~~nt r('f':),l~n ilt t.he :~(""~lLe until you (Iod OUW1' dtlcclc-d 

p<I~t.H~S Ci'T". le<l\."l~ or unti.l !j~)fl'ti" l!; ol,fH't'\.Ilse ~nsul"\'(i. 

:J: 
"TO 

'" -> 
Cl .. 



:I')\I:,~! Fi I!'! 21 (,'I, ,'. :> 

Tb' !1O~.I(f~ aha;l ,\l:~(; con'a,~l tt:~ l.('l('I,hont' l'.\,nh\:r:.' ;)1 

",.ff' ~;I;e~~cI~, :)\lVpOIt qI'Ollp~;, OJ (;l"\~l:; lll!e~ Opt:l<',~.I~l<; In 

~ h<.! :11 <"'" . 

). A pC<'.Ct! :,;ff~(;t:l !'Ildy. WI~!; 01 ~;itrlo!.ll ,I \,'<.lI'r,lr.t., ~ .. 1b: 

.d".} \)r illl of th~ 1011o ... ·lng C').ll$e,~ cf -'i<.:tlon ,f thl' ()ff~C'!l 

(',a:, t't'~\:;OllahIE: glollnd!> to hr:l;,eve t!;"l t.hel"(~ \-1,1$ It.';~t:l\t 

r·:IY~IC'1l :iont::~;t Ie ,.buse inf:.1ct.l~d ')Il ,1 perGOII 

,\ :'he o!l'lc~~r ("My m.iIK,:- 1,t.'.I:-;~ma61~! ,\no.ull·Y 01 t.h(! llel'son 

Up:>!l wh.:m t.he offic~,t be.ll~Vt::-; the o,u:m bil:~ ht!en lnLlcl.(,d 

,\11-1 ;)f .;m, wltllt~~;se~;, to "~("el:tu~n wi:E,t.heJ' t.here i.s probdi:Jlc 

d;',JIIJCI of iUI'UIf!r phi':,u:al r:klllb,t.ic iilllH;e beino.) Inflict.(:d 

on the lnJllt't!d pel"!;oll. 

h. If the OfJlcCl' h,lS !t~<l!;olldblt: grounds to b.::lic\'(.· thilt 

tl".el'l~ is ?. lH"ohahl(~ dall(j(~I', th.:: office.1· ("1.:.01 Ll ... ·fully Ordel 

t he "b\l~'ln9 p,,1'1.y to leavt! the pn:1II1ses [OJ il cool itlfj-:>ff 

IH:t':od 01 up 1.0 t .... eh·e hOllf'!; 

<. : f U:e "bu::'lng pilrty lcfus(~s to cO:llply \-lith the o,·der 

,',C It-i'Vt! (iI' r:et;l!nS t.o the ;.ou:.nlSe$ behH~ thp. expil,lti,f)n 

.)( o.:.ill"e o)'dcrej i:Jy th(~ pedCE: officeL UH~ <Jifice! may pld<.:e 

t:le- <li:.:\;;wr unde! ,n'J'est 

Th<..' person l'(~fu~;ltN to eonp,y witb t.he 1,1.wfui. ol'\1t~r of 

a pl!dCe officeJ.' under thl::' sllhs(,ctior~ CGtnn,its ci viol,ltion 

01, .lnd 1::; !;ObJ(:ct to, the pr:o'/l~l(mS :)f '!;ectloll 119.1 . 

. ~. ,\ \-Ieac" officet i;; HOt. eiv,lIly 01· climindlly lia!:lt~ 

for actJ.om: PIJl"!.\\.Hn~. to thl~; :,(.'ct.ion tilkt~1I in good fait.h. 

~;€'c.? The d(:panr.c-nt .)1' pllt:li,c S'lt't~t.y shall "ldCY ,wc 
)'c(:o;nmt!lId t,o tht~ genf!t'a.l ds:,e~nbl, r.y Jdnu<.,ry 1.5. 19(1~) ,) 

pt'<.'pos,d to p!ovi<ic for ttl'..: c()ll(~(;tion of d(lm~!.,t.1C \o'ioh-mce 

d~ttl i.lnd ~·;t,HIS' 1<:$, through t.hr: u::.e of ",ne Ululi,nfl', cnrn~ 

:')l-'Ol't or ,\ sirrilalY n.'pct'~.lnq ~jr::.tt~rr, 'H.d 1'ot· til(: 

JI:;l:cm~"dt.l()L 0: tLe d"t.a and $tdll:;~.i(,!: t.o tht~ dep,1.r:t.rne)-,t 

"~f .'lIl1'd;1 ser'.'ice:,. ':'t)t~ :·(:!If):·t 01 th., ~.tlldl ,l:la J'ecorrlJf.~:ld.::.tl{)nS 

'>hilll lll::lude il slI:nrnClry 0: t:lt; ddt?! and ::.tat..13tic,.1 collect.101': 

:;y!;t\'II\~; ITI!'itltllt('<! b'/ ~')t.h~l· alale:; (ll· I~l'~v<ltt! M~~nCl~" withIn 

r,fI(: sta7~. specil.!": Pl'Op(...,;~dH fl..)r fllnrhn<j, t.h~ t:equl!(!:nent.,; 

e 

II. ~ I:; ,. I," I ,. I.' ~~ 1 'o" . ·1 

',ul1H'.\·:iI t,(' ~n:, !\. ',to,.: C~)!I!:(k':;I.I,d;fi .~I d,;r" d;I:: ·.,~:l~,f: .• ; 

,·;nd .')tIH:t' Pll():'~· .. l(':~ <:I~d r"qllll'\::'IJ(:t.~~j ~: .1:1)' kt()V-~:':(1 "".I,;t('111 
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