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A BUl. FOR 
1 An Act limiting gas or electric service deposits. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOI-IA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 476.20, subsection 5, Code Supple-

2 ment 1983, is amended to read as follows: 

J S. The commence commission shall establish rules which 

4 shall be uniform with respect to all public utilities fur­

S nishing gas or electricity relating to deposits whlch may 

6 be required by the public utility for the initiation 01- rein-

7 statement of service. The deposit for a ~es~eeHee place WhiCh 

8 has previously received service shall not be greater than 

9 the highest billing of service for one month te for the 

10 ~esieeAee place in the previous twelve-month period. This 

11 subsection does not prohibit a public utility from requiring 

12 payment of a customer's past due account with the utility 

13 prior to reinstatement of service. 

14 EXPLANATION 

15 This bill expands the application of the requirement that 

16 an initial deposit for electrical or gas services not exceed 

l"I the highest month's billing for the previous year. Currently 

J8 this applies only to residences, but under the bill it applies 

19 to all places receiving service. 

20 The bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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Amend House File 2065 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by striking lines 3 through 13 and 

inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
1/5. The commerce commission shall establish rules 

which shall be uniform with respect to all public 
uti I i ties furnishing gas or electricity relating 
to deposits which may be required by the public utility 
for the initiation or reinstatement of service. 

a. The deposit for a ~eeiQeftee residential or 
commercial customer for a place which has prev20usly 
recelved servlce shall notoe greater than the highest 
billing of service for one month ee for the ~esiQeftee 
Pla~e in the previous twelve-month period. 

. The deposit for a residential or a commercial 
customer for a lace whlch has not revlousl recelved 
servlce or or an ln ustrla customer s a e e 
customer's proJected one-month's usage for the Flace 
to be servlced as determlned by the pUbllc utlilty 
accordlng to rules establlsfied by the commerce 
COmmlSSlon. 

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. This subsection does not 
prohlblt a pUbllc utility from requiring ~a¥IDent of 
a customer's past due account with the utlllty prior 
to reinstatement of service." 

BY COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS 
H-5035 FILED JANUARY 26, 1984 AND COMMERCE 
o.~ M ~4 .>(37 4.(1 'IoSJ) 

HOUSE FILE 2065 
11-5137 

1 Amend the Committee on small Business and Commerce 
2 amendment, H-5035, to House File 2065 as follows: 
3 1. Page 1. by inserting after line 24 the 
4 :ollowing: 
5 "The rules shall allow a ~erson other than the 
6 customer to pay the customer s deposlt. upon 
7 termlnation of serVice to such a customer. the de oSlt 
8 D us accumulated lnterest an un al utl lt 
9 blll of the customer, s a e re~mbursed to the 

10 person who made the deposit.I/ 

iI-5137 FILED FEBRUARY 9, 1984 BY CARTER of Henry 
d ~ ~} .. ((I 'fJ.J) 



HOUSE FILE 

BY CHIODO 

(AS Amended and Passed by the House) 

Passed House. Date..<_/.<:-_ f<f[~ 1f-.332 , 
Vote: Ayes XI?" Nays b 

Passed Senate. Date 3-;1-%4J./6'7(,) 

Vote: Ayes -"6 Nays <./ 

Approved ~1;P".g.3, ern 

A BUI, FOR 
1 An Act limiting gas or electric service deposits. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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HOUSE FILE 2065 

1 
2 
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~~end House File 2065 as amended, passed, and re­
printed by the House as follows: 

~5 
6 

1. Page i:--line 9, by striking the word Ii prev­
iously" and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
"prey~o~~iy in the previous twelve months". 

2. Page 1, line 11, by inserting after the word 
. "place" the words "plus any delinquency". 
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3. Page I, Ilne IS, by strl.Kl.ng the word "one-" 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word "ell'le- two-". 

S-5539 FILED BY EDGAR H. HOLDEN 
,>lARCH 27, 1984 
DIVISIONS A, B--LOST (!'.,C, y) 
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s.p. H.F. ~() t...5' 

1 Section 1. Section 476.20, subsection 5, Code Supple-

2 ment 1983, is amended to read as follows: 

3 5. The commerce commission shall establish rules which 

4 shall be uniform with respect to all public utilities 

5 furnishing gas or electricity relating to deposits which may 

6 be required by the public utility for the initiation or 

7 reinstatement of service. 

~'.'~ 8 a. The deposit for a l"es:b~el'lee residential or commercial 

9 customer for a place which has previously received service 

10 shall not be greater than the highest billing of service for 

11 one month ~e for the l"es±eel'lee place in the previous twelve-

12 month period. 

13 b. The deposit for a residential or a commercial customer 

14 for a place which has not previously received service or for 

::";';' 15 an industrial customer shall be the customer's projected one-

16 month's usage for the place to be serviced as determined by 

17 the public utility according to rules established by the 

18 commerce commission. 

19 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. This subsection does not prohibit 

20 a public utility from requiring payment of a customer's past 

21 due account with the utility prior to reinstatement of service. 

22 The rules shall allow a person other than the customer 

23 to pay the customer's deposit. Upon termination of service 

24 to such a customer, the deposit plus accumulated interest 

25 less any unpaid utility bill of the customer, shall be 

26 reimbursed to the person who made the depcsit. 
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!lOUSE FILl:: 206S 

AN ACT 

LIMITING GAS OR ELt:CTRIC St:HVICt: DEPOSITS .. 

Bt-; IT !::N/\CTRf) BY TIff. GENERAL ASSUtEl.Y OF 1'Hl:: STAn: or IOWA: 

;:>ect.ion 1 .. Section 1""6.20, sub!~ection ~. Code Supple-

mcnt !9H:}, l!; .1mcnded t.("~ read as follows: 

S. The com:Tl("!rcc COrntniSSlon shall est-dbl)Rh lules .... Iuch 

shedl (1.1: Ullli'Orr., wlth t,,~pt:(..t t,) all put,lie atil!~ie: .. 

(Ul"t1l3)llr,g g.::ou 0'" c}cctt'lcit.y t"el,ll1oq t.o deposiT,S · ... hieh rn~)y 

be t"f~qult'ed by the publlc utility for. the inltiation or· 

re.llwt. .. t.ement. of se1:vi et~ . 

.:1. Tht! deposit. t'Ot· " "~l!IttleMl.:!e l.·es..I;d~ntial. 01 c()~.erci.!ll 

<':\llJt.().~IE:t· f()l <1 pl,)eg .... hich haG prevlou~ly received l;Cl"Vlr:e 

shed) not bl:'! greater chan Uw lughest billing of s.el·viet! for 

one: mont.h ~~ for the l'e~"d~t\o?@ pl{1.cl:'! in t.hl:'! pl.·evious twelve­

month period. 

~_. _~.'he ck:pos i.!~!: .. a res.~ d~nt i ~.l QL.i~. cOf1\-'TleTC ~ al.~~.torne I 

f.~?l~'~ place ~hi,ch.)la,!>~ ... p~evj~)u<;.!:'::.Je~e.ivcd .. lie~yicc:. °L~~l 

".n. i.nd1f~.~.!...!.~1 cl1st.c!me~ !;h.)l~ ~.!.h~ cU3t.omel·'.~ 1-'l'.oj#':ct . .:::d.~.(.'''' 

mo~.t~.·~.l!~d~_r()l'. th(':.~la.~Lt.:.'? !:>~~e.t:.~iegd <1$ dct.c:.rJn.1nt"!c1.~:i 

the ....P_~~~...!.£ u.f:i1 i t.;t accor~!I~....!£ I:~le:, ~.!;t.ilbl il?h.~~::r t.he 

Cc?D!Il~l·<:e. C()rru:n.l~f':.!...£!.! 

~~i!.~PH D~VIL?Bn. Thi::; sU))::;p.ctlon doc!.> not. ,Horllhl1. 

J. publi:: \l~.il.lty fr:om t·~qllil'lnq: pdymcnt of a CllsWn;er·'s. past. 

due ,\c<.:ount .... ~t.Jt the ut.ll1ty pllOT co ,'elnstC!.ternent 01 "~JVlC~. 

!..::l.t: .I'.1le!: ~hall.... i.\ 110· ... ~'=~ a.on .. otJ~. thaI'!. t.hl; c:u.(~tor~t! 

• .. 
House flle 20&:', 1'. ;> 

.!:.o _2 .. ~.:,-_t_~}~ .c .. u.,E-lOm(:!'s g~:sit.. _.y~!~nnin .• lt_~on of S0.1V1CC 

.!:..2.... .~~£IJ~~_ ,=",:~~!!..e ~~2:~.ll~~acc;.um\~ 1 at.e<:t. 1 !lt~l·e!':t. 

.t~~_ "U.t_l:t _ unpo) i:::t ... \lJJJ..i....!::i_.b~ 1.1 .. 90.he ... £US1 .. ~~~.! r sha ll._be, 

"I,,:eimhu{"scd .. t_o:::.. t.he. F..e!!>on ..... ho _1!I.C\.q.~---.!:!I~~_ ~_epos~.t:: 

IJONA{.D n. AVf..N~ON 

5pedker of the House 

ROI:3ERT T. AUDf.RSON 

President of thp Sr:nate 

I hel'eby c~rt.ify thllt t.hi!. bill oriqinat:ed in the House and 

l3 known as Hou!;c Fllc 2065. :,eventleth Genet'al Assf!rnbly. 

ApPl·oved --tl~ £:;!." 1984 

TI::RR'f I::. SRAI;STP.J) 

Governor 
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Chief Clerk of tht~ Ifou!>e 
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