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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to private fish hatcheries. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 'f5:z... H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 109.64, Code 1981, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 109.64 LICENSE--REGULATIONS. It sfi8±±-ae is unlawful 

4 for any person to operate a private fish hatchery or engage 

5 in the business of propagating fish a8~~ve-~e-~Re-s~a~e-af 

6 lawa in private waters until 8Hea the person has applied for 

7 and has been issued a private fish hatchery license as provided 

8 by state law. 6Hea The license shall be renewed each year. 

9 The term "private fish hatchery" eave~~a§'-~~iva~e-f:tsfi 

10 ftatefief:tes-8fi8±±-:tHe±Hae includes all private ponds, with 

11 or without buildings, used for the purpose of propagating 

12 or holding fish for commercial purposes. 

13 No license shall be issued to operate private fish 

14 hatcheries on privately owned or nonmeandered lakes and streams 

15 or ponds that may become stocked with fish from public waters 

16 by overflow or natural migration. 

17 Holders of private fish hatchery licenses may, in as:ta 

18 the hatchery, possess, propagate, buy, sell, deal in and 

19 transport the fish produced from breeding stock lawfully 

20 acquired, but all fish sold for food purposes must comply 

21 with the state'law regarding size limits. 

22 They may sell fish for stocking purposes within or without 

23 the state, but no fish shall be sold for stocking purposes 

24 within the state that are not native to the state afia-ta-~Re 

25 w8~e~s-wRe~e-staekea unless application IS first made in 

26 writing to the commission by the buyer for a permit therefor 

27 and a permit is granted. 

28 Each operator of a private fish hatchery shall make an 

29 annual report of the number, kinds and sizes of the fish 

30 propagated and to whom sold during the license year on forms 

31 supplied by the commission. Failure to make sHeR the report 

32 8Ra±±-ae is grounds for refusal to renew the license under 

33 which the hatchery operates. 

34 Operators of private fish hatcheries shall secure their 

35 breeding stock from licensed private fish hatcheries in the 
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1 state or from lawful sources outside the state and it 9RB±± 

2 ee is unlawful for 9~eR hatcheries to secure stock in any 

3 other way. 

4 Private fish hatchery operators who hold and feed carp, 

5 buffalo and other fish lawfully taken by commercial fishermen, 

6 may hold, feed and sell B~eft the fish under private fish 

7 hatchery licenses. 

8 EXPLANATION 
9 This bill would allow private hatcheries to raise and sell 

10 nonnative fish species such as brown trout and white amur 

11 currently in great demand. It would also allow these species 

12 to be stocked in private waters upon permit granted to the 

13 buyer by the commission. This bill takes effect July 1 after 

14 enactment. 
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--
AN ACT 

RELATINC 'XO PRIVATE FISH HATCHERIES. 

SENATE FlLE 452 

BS IT ENhCTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 109.&4, Code 19B1, is amended to read 

as follo .... s: 
109. &4 LICENSE--REGUt.ATlONS. It ahaU-ae is unla .... ful 

{or a.ny person to Opel"ate a private fish hatchery or enga.ge 

in the busir:ess of propagating fish Rah·ve-"-'he-at.a,e-e{ 

leva in private waters until B-aeh. t!\e person has applied for 

and has been .i.s5ued a pnvate fish hatchel"Y license as pl:ovided 

by state la..... 6\olftk The license shall be rene""cd each year. 

The term "private fish hatchery" 89vert-",-,rtvat.e-h·ak 

l'I8t.eh.e.~e8-8i\aH-~neh,de ~"~" all private ponds, wiUl 

OJ" \.,'i thout building." used for the purpose of Pl"Opbgatinq 

or holding fish fot" coml1'L6rcial purposes. 

No license shall be ie-sued to operate private fish 

hatcheries on privately owned Ot" nonoeandered lakes and streall'ls 

or ponds that nay become stocked with fish h:om public waters 

by overflow or natural ~igration. 

Holders of private fish hatchery licenses may, in l!!Iatli 

tile hatch~ry, posses&, pr:opa.gate, buy, sell. deal in and 

t.ransport the fish produced frot:'! breeding stock lawfully 

aC~lired, but all fish sold for fcod purpoaes must comply 

· ... ith the state 1"' .... regat"ding si2.e lirnits. 

They ;pay sell fish for stockinq purposes within or without 

t,he state, but. no fish shall be sold for stocking pllt-pOSeS 

wi t.hin the state that arc not native to the state .,,4-t.,-~e 

wftter8-Yke~e-g~eoke~ u~less application is first made i~ 

""riting to t.he COllL.?;.ssion by the buyer for a penn t tl-.erefor 

~l}1. .. ~r...!..Lt.~ grant.ee!. 
Each operatol" of a private fist'. hatchet"y shall Make an 

aru:'.lal report of the nurr.ber, kinds an:! Sizes of the fi.st: 
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propagated and to whom sold d~ring the license year on forms 
supplied by the commission. Failure to make .~eft the report 
.ha~4-he is grounds for refusal to renew the license under 

which the hatchery operates. 
Operators of private fish hatcheries shall secure their 

breeding stock froO'l licensed pdvate fish hatcheries in the 

state or from lawful sources outside the state and it .~a •• 
Be is unlawful for e'tlek hatcheries to secure stock 10 any 

other way. 
Private fish hatchery operators who hold and feed carp, 

buffalo and other fish lawfully taken by commercial fishermen. 
may hold, feed and sell l!l'itoh the fish under pI'ivate fish 

hatchery licenses. 

TERRY E. 8RANSTAO 
President of the Senate 

DELwYN STROMER 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill oriqinated in the Senate iUlc\ 

is kno'WI\ clS Senate File 452, Sixty-ninth Goneral AS6et:'lbly. 

APproved~d 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 

K. MARIF.: THAYER 

Secretary of the Senate 

1982 
(fl 

" ~ 
(]1 
N 


