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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to installation of smoke detectors in multiple­

unit residential buildings and to inspection by fire officials 

and providing a penalty. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GE~ERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 



S.F. 3~ s£ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Chapter 100, Code 1981, is amended by adding 

2 the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. SMOKE DETECTORS. 

4 1. As used in this section: 

5 a. "Multiple-unit residential building" means a residential 

6 building, an apartment house, or a portion of a building or 

7 an apartment house with three or more units, hotel, motel, 

8 dormitory, or rooming house. 
9 b. "Smoke detector" means a device which detects visible 

10 or invisible particles of combustion and which incorporates 
11 control equipment and an alarm-sounding unit operated from 

the unit or obtained at the point 12 a power supply either 
of installation. 13 

14 2. Multiple-unit 

on 

in 

residential buildings, 

or after the effective 

the construction 
date of this Act, 15 of which is begun 

16 shall include the installation of at least one smoke detector 

17 in each sleeping room or in each corridor or area giving 
18 access to sleeping rooms of a unit in a residential building 

19 or an apartment house with three or more units, in each 
20 sleeping room in a hotel or motel, and either in each sleeping 

21 room or in each corridor or area giving access to sleeping 

22 rooms in a dormitory or rooming house. All other multiple-

23 unit residential buildings shall be equipped with at least 

24 one smoke detector in the rooms or areas enumerated in this 

25 subsection by the end of ~ years after the effective date 

26 of this Act. 
27 3. An owner-occupied unit or room is exempt from the 
28 

29 

re~uirements of this section. 
4. The state fire marshal shall initially and may annually 

30 inspect smoke detectors installed as required by subsection 
31 2. Upon inspection, the state fire marshal shall issue a 

32 written notice to the owner or manager of a multiple-unit 

33 residental building informing the owner or manager of 

34 compliance or noncompliance with this section. The state 

35 fire marshal may contract with any political subdivision 

-1-



"-

• 

• 

S.F. 3.;( t./ H.F. 

1 without fee assessed to either the state fire marshal or the 

2 political subdivision, for the performance of the inspection 

3 and notification responsibilities. The inspections authorized 

4 under this section are limited to the placement and operability 

5 of smoke detectors. Any broader inspection authority is not 

6 derived from this section. The state fire marshal shall adopt 

7 administrative rules under chapter 17A as necessary to enforce 

8 this section including rules concerning the placement of smoke 

9 detectors and the use of acceptable smoke detectors or heat 

10 detection devices. The smoke detectors shall display a label 

11 or other identification issued by an approved testing agency 

12 or another label specifically approved by the state fire 

13 marshal. The state fire marshal shall not require other than 

14 single-station smoke detectors. 

15 5. The inspection of a building or notification of 

16 compliance or noncompliance under this section is not the 

17 basis for a legal cause of action against the political 

18 subdivision, state fire marshal, the fire marshal's 

19 subordinates, chiefs of local fire departments, building 

20 inspectors, or other fire, building, or safety officials due 

21 to a failure to discover a latent defect in the course of 

22 the inspection. 

23 6. If a smoke detectQr is found to be inoperable the owner 

24 or manager of the multiple-unit residential building shall 

25 correct the situation within fourteen days after written 

26 notification to the owner or manager by the tenant, guest, 

27 roomer, state fire marshal, fire marshal's subordinates, 

28 chiefs of local fire departments, building inspectors, or 

29 other fire, building, or safety officials. If the owner or 

30 manager fails to correct the situation within the fourteen 

31 days the tenant, guest, or roomer may cause the smoke detector 

32 to be repaired or purchase and install a single-station smoke 

33 detector required under this section and may deduct the repalr 

34 cost or purchase price from the next rental payment or pa~~ents 

35 made by the tenant, guest, or roomer . 
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1 7. A person who violates a provision of this section or 

2 a rule adopted pursuant to this section is guilty of a simple 
3 misdemeanor. Each day of a continuing violation after 
4 conviction is a separate offense and a single charge alleging 

5 continuing violation may be made in lieu of filing charges 
6 for each day of violation. 

7 Sec. 2. The state fire marshal shall notify the owners 

8 of newly constructed buildings on or after the effective date 

9 of this Act and the owners of existing buildings by the end 

10 of three years after the effective date of this Act, by 

11 publication in a newspaper or newspapers of general circulation 
12 in this state, that the owners are required to bring the 
13 buildings into 

14 

compliance with this Act. 

EXPLANATION 
15 This bill requires the new construction of residential 

16 buildings or apartment houses with three or more units, hotels, 

17 motels, dormitories, and rooming houses to immediately include 

18 smoke detectors in all sleeping areas. Within three years 

19 existing and converted residential buildings and apartment 
20 houses with three or more units, hotels, motels, dormitories, 
21 and rooming houses must be equipped with smoke detectors. 
22 Owner-occupied units are exempt from these requirements. 

23 A building owner is required to correct an inoperable smoke 
24 detector within 14 days after receipt of a written notice. 
25 If the owner does not, the tenant, guest, or roomer may repair 

26 or install a single-station smoke detector and deduct the 

27 cost from the rental payments. 
28 The state fire marshal is charged with enforcement of the 

29 law and is required to initially inspect all smoke detectors 
30 and to notify the owners or managers of compliance or 
31 noncompliance with the requirements of the bill. The state 
32 fire marshal may contract without fee, for the performance 
33 of the inspection and notification responsibilities, with 

34 political subdivisions. The inspections are limited to smoke 

35 detectors. The bill prohibits a legal cause of action from 
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1 being based on the failure to discover a latent defect upon 

2 inspection by a state or local fire, building or safety 

3 official. 

4 The state fire marshal is required to adopt administrative 

5 rules for the placement of smoke detectors and the use of 

6 acceptable smoke detectors or heat detection devices, and 

7 to notify building owners by newspaper publication of the 

8 required compliance. The state fire marshal shall not require 

9 other than single-station smoke detectors. If a provision 

10 of the bill conflicts with the state building code the latter 

11 will prevail (section 100.38). 

12 Violation of a provision of the bill or a rule adopted 

13 under the bill is punishable by 30 days imprisonment or a 

14 $100 fine. Each day of a continuing violation after conviction 

15 is considered a separate offense. A single charge may allege 

16 a continuing violation, avoiding the necessity of filing 

17 separate charges for each day of violation. 

18 The bill would become law July 1 follqwing its enactment. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 
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REQUESTED BY SER~TOR HOLDEN 

SENATE FILE 324 
FISCAL NOTE 

In compliance with a written request there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for Senate File 324 pursuant to Joint Rule 16. 

S.F. '324, An Act relating to installation of smoke detectors in multiple-unit resi­
dential buildings and to inspection by fire officials and providing a penalty. 

This bill requires the new construction of residential buildings or apartment houses' 
\'lith three or more units, hotels, motels, dornitories, and rooming houses to fm­
mediately include smoke detectors in all sleeping areas. Within three years existing 
and converted residential buildings and apartment houses with three or more units, 
hotels, motels, dormitories, and rooming houses must be equipped with smoke detectors. 
The state fire marshal is charged with enforcement of the law and is required to 
initially inspect al I smoke detectors and to notify the owners or managers of' 
compliance or noncompliance with the requirements of the bili. 

The fiscal impact of this bill would be a one-time cost of $215,000 to install s'moke 
detectors in state buildings where no smoke detection is currently provided. The 
Fire Marshal's office estimates no increased cost of providing inspection for smoke 
detectors. 

SOURCE; DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

FILED 
l>L;>J{CH 6, 1981 

BY GERRY R~~KIN, DIRECTOR 
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL BUREAU 



SENATE 4 
MARCH 6, 1981 

S-3139 
SENATE FILE 324 

'" 
k~end the amendm~nt S-3117 to Senate File 324 

as follows: 

3 
4 

1. Page I, line 5, by striking the figure "29" 
and inserting in lieu thereof the figure "28". 

S-3139 FILED 
MARCH 5, 1981 , 
(V~~A 316 (1 6 '/1/ 

• 

S-3140 

. . 
BY BILL HUTCHINS 

SENATE FILE 324 

1 Amend senate File 324 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 25, by striking the word "three" 
3 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "two". 
4 2 . Page 3, line 10, by s tr iking the word "three" 
5 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "two". 

S-3140 FILED 
MARCH 5, 1981 , 
,i/d..A> .3/r; (;f' 6 'f ; ; 

$-JB2 

1 Amend Senate File 
2 1. Page I, Ifne • 3 "or in each corridor" • 
4 2. Page I, line 
5 "or in each 

S-3112 FILED 
HARCH 6, 1981 

rr)"J""r idor" . 

RULED OUT OF ORDER (1. "" r ,,) 
" 

BY BILL HUTCHINS 

SE~lATE 7ILE 324 

324 as follows: 
17, by striking the 

21, by striking the 

BY RICHARD COMITO 

1 &~end Senate File 324 as follows: 

words 

words 

2 1. Page 2, line 9, by striking the words 
3 "or heat". 
4 2. Page 2, line 10, by striking the words 
5 "detection devices". 

S-3145 FILED & 
r.t"RCH 6, 1981 

ADO!?TED BY RICEARD COMITO 
(1'-' 91) 

• 
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5-3117 
SENATE FILE 324 

1 Amend Senate File 324 as fo110l-'s: 
2 1. Page 1,. Ii'ne 14, by striking the word "Mul tiple-
3 unit" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "Except 
4 as provided in subsection 4, multiple-unit". 

·-5 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 29 the 
6 fonowing: 
7 "4. This section does not require tbe installation 
8 of smoke detectors in multiple-unit residential 
9 buildings Which, on the effective date of this Act, 

10 are equipped with heat detection devices or a sprinkler 
11 system with alarms approved by the state fire marshal." 
12 3. By renumbering remaining subsections of section 
13 1. 

5-3117 FILED BY EDGAR H. HOLDEN 
MARCH 2, 1981 ., '7 EMIL J HUSAK ti..~(./'.....,., ~~ .. 5/.3'! • 

'~ / '# .)' LUCAS J. DeKOSTER 
___ 0.Lj . .y,_"-5cL ----- sENATE--F-. ILE-3-2-4--- - -...... -

5-3135 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Amend Senate File 324 as follows: 
I. Page 1, line 7, by striking the wor.d "three" 

and inserting iJ.:l lieu thereof the word "two". 
2. Page 1, line 17, by str:i.king the words "room 

or" and inserting in lieu thereof the \-lords "room 
and" . 

3. Page 1, line 19, by striking the word "three" 
and inserting ~n lieu th",reof the word "·two". 

--'="..,..~~~ __ ---,4~._-::p:-=a-'J~ 1, line 20, by striking the word "either". 
5. Page 1, line 21, by s-::riking the wor-ds "room 

or" and inserting in lieu th.ereof the words "room 

~. 7. 
/~ 8 - ,0'::i. {/4AJ 9 

; 
J.O .0 

~ __ ~11 
(',,"~A12 

c 13 ~ 

.:;!~- 14 
~ 15 .f 

,;/~ 16 

and" . 
6. Page 1, line 24, by strilcing the word "or" 

and inserti:1g in lieu thereof the word "and". 
7. Page 2, line 4, by inserting after the word 

"placement" the word ", repair,". 

.' 

• 

• 



SENATE 3 
MARCH 12, 1981 

S-3163 
SENATE FILE 324 

1 Amend Senate File 324 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 4 the following: 
3 "a. "Donni tory" means a residential building or 
4 portion of a building at an educational institution 
5 \,hich houses students in rooms not individually 
6 equipped with cooking facilities." . 
7 2. Page 1, by striking lines 17 through 26 and 
8 inserting in lieu thereof the words "in the following 
9 areas of the designated multiple-unit residential 

10 buildings: 
11 a. In each sleeping room and in each corridor 
12 of a hotel or motel. 
13 b. In each sleeping room and in each corridor 
14 of a dormitory. 
15 c. In each area giving access to the immediate 
16 vicinity of a sleeping room within a unit and in each 
17 corridor of a multiple-unit residential building not 
18 covered ill paragraph a or b. 
19 Except as p~ovided in subsection 4, all multiple-
20 unit residential buildings shall be equipped with 
21 at least one smoke detector in the areas enumerated 
22 in this subsection by the end of three years after 
23 the effective date of this Act." 
24 3. Page 1, by inserting before line 29 the 
25 following: 
26 "This section does not require the installation 
27 of smoke detectors in hotels, ~otels, and dormitories 
28 equipped with an autol"!latic smoke detection system 
29 approved by the state fire marshal." 
30 4. Page 2, line 14, by inserting after the word 
31 "detectors." the words "If smoke detectol:s are not 
32 required under subsection 4 due to the presence of 
33 an automatic smoke detection system, the state fire 
34 r.Jarshal shall not require other than the automatic 
35 smoke detection system." , 
36 5. By relettering the paragraphs in subsection 
37 1 of section 1 of this Act. J 

S-3lG3 1'11.£0 
MARCH 11, 1981 
'-<d-~j 3/;6 (1' 7,,(") 

S-3192 

BY ~ILL UUTCHlNS 
RICHARD COMITO 

SENATE FILE 324 

1 Amend Senate File 324 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 7, by inserting after the word 
3 "house" the words "with three or more stories each 
4 of which contains one or more Sleeping rooms,' and". 

8-3192 FILED & ADOPTED 
MARCH 16, 1981 ----
C~ <iFy (I" gui / 

'/ ' 

BY EDGAR H. HOLDEN 



HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 324 
S-3537 

1 ADend Senate File 324 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 3, line 22, by inserting after the word 
? "roomer." the following: "However a lessee, tenant, 
5 guest or roomer who has a residency of longer than 
6 30 days is required to provide the battery for a 
7 battery operated smoke detector." 
8 2. Page 3, by inserting after line 22 the 
9 following: 

10 " No person may render inoperable a smoke 
11 detector, which is required to be installed by this 
12 section, by tampering." 
13 3. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 

5-3537 FILED 
APRIL 22, 1981 

SENATE FILE 324 
H-3343 

1 Amend Senate File 324 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 3, by inserting after line 22 the 
4 fo llm'ling: 
5 ". No person may render inoperable a smoke 
6 detector, which is required to be installed by this 
7 section.- by tampering." 
a 2. By numbering and 

H- 3343 FII,ED ~lARCH 24, 1981 
oj~ "fl? /zr (1 /~73) 

renumbering as necessary. 

BY CLARK of Lee 
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REQUESTED BY SENATOR 

SENATE CLIP SHEET 

MARCH 16, 1981 

SENATE FILE 324 
FISCAL NOTE 

HUTCHINS 

In compliance with a written request ther.e is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for Senate File 324 pursuant to Joint Rule 16. 

Amendment S-3163 to S.F. 324, An Act relatino to installation of smoke detectors in 
multiple-unit residential buildings and to i~spection by fire officials and pro­
viding a penalty. 

This amendment does not require the installation of smoke detectors in Hotels 
motels, and dormitories equipped ~Iith an automatic smoke detection system ' 
approved by the state fire marshal. 

The fiscal impact of Senate File 324, as amended by S-3163, \~ould be a one-time 
cos t of $125,500 to ins ta 11 smoke detectors ins tate buil di ngs ~Ihere no smoke 
detection is currently provided. 

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

FILED 
13, 1981 

BY GERRY RANKIN, DIRECTOR 
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL BUREAU 

SENATE FILE 324 
FISCAL NOTE 

REQUESTED BY SENATOR HUTCHINS 

In compliance with a written request there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for Senate File 324 pursuant to Joint Rule 16. 

Amendment S-3135, Divisions B, C, 0, and F to S.F. 324, An Act relating to 
installation of smoke detectors in multiple-unit residential buildings and to 
inspection by fire officials and providing a penalty. 

The fiscal impact of 5.F. 324, as amended by 5-3135, would be a one-time cost 
of S146,500 to install smoke detectors in state buildings vlhere no smoke de-
tection is currently provided. 

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

FILED 
MARCH 13, 1981 

• 
BY GERRY ~~KIN, DIRECTOR 

LEGISLATIVE FIS CAL BUREAU 
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A BILL FOR 
.',C' 1 An Act relating to installation of smoke detectors in nul tiple-

2 unit residential buildings and to inspection by fire officials 

3 and providing a penalty. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEl1BLY OF THE STATE OF ImiA: 

5 ::~' /" ;--y, G ,,.,-1 ->~-f/;Y / " /I, 
--.p~~~~ /. w~· 

64)", ~Q..,.~/'~~)~' ~/CI~:' , 
---'+"j'-" ,/ <' -fi'... - i (11' 1 9 3 7') 

7 I~~--, 4- I(~ (~). ti.--e~ 1f'~, ~.£....-J vO/-~ (~170d) 
8 -D /,,~ .£.....,L (! ___ ~ <$ A', • .r-

tf ~ -p,-v L~'T ~ _~ !I 

9 ,!.L« __ ~ LS- (9 _ 8'1 (1/7<f,~'_) Ji~ $- .:< 1- ~ I (-a -,,/.1 7 ) 

10 .3 s _ II Ih - /.2-

11 '" New Language 

12 by the Senate 

13 

14 * = Language Stricken 

15 by the Senate 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

• 
23 

24 

25 

CH-U'" '2/72 
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1 Section 1. Chapter 100, Code 1981, is amended by adding 

2 the following new section: 

.~,; .. ~ . 3 NEW SECTION. SMOKE DETECTORS. 

1. As used in this section: 4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

,·,,',11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

-

a. "Dormitory" means a residential building or portion 

of a building at an educational institution which houses 

students in rooms not individually equipped with cooking 

facilities. 

b. "Multiple-unit restdential building" means a residential 

building, an apartment house, or a portion of a building or 

an apartment house with three or more units, hotel, motel, 

dormitory, or rooming house. 

c. "Smoke detector" means a device which detects visible 

or invisible particles of combustion and which incorporates 

control equipment and an alarm-sounding unit operated from 

a power supply either in the unit or obtained at the point 

of installation. 

.' ~. ~18 2. Except as provided in sUbsection 4, multiple-unit 

residential buildings, the construction of which is begun 

on or after the effective date of this Act, shall include 

the installation of at least one smoke detector in the 

following areas of the designated mUltiple-unit residential 

buildings: 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

-': - 35 

a. In each sleeping room and in each corridor of a hotel· 

or motel. 

b. In each sleeping room and in each corridor of a 

dormitory. 

c. In each area giving access to the immediate vicinity 

of a sleeping room within a unit and in each corridor of a 

mUltiple-unit residential building not covered in paragraph 

a or b. 

Except as provided in subsection 4, all multiple-unit 

residential buildings shall be eguipped with at least one 

smoke detector in the areas enumerated in this SUbsection 

by the end of three years after the effective date of this 

-1-
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7 

8 
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10 

11 

12 
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Act. 

3. An owner-occupied unit or room is exempt from the 

requirements of this section. 

4. This section does not require the installation of smoke 

detectors in multiple-unit residential buildings which, on 

the effective date of this Act, are equipped with heat 

detection devices or a sprinkler system with alarms approved 

by the state fire marshal. 

This section does not require the installation of smoke 

detectors in hotels, motels, and dormitories equipped with 

an automatic smoke detection system approved by the state, 

fire marshal. 

13 5. The state fire marshal shall initially and may annually 

14 inspect smoke detectors installed as required by subsection 

-, -,15 2. Upon inspection, the state fire marshal shall issue a 

* 

16 written notice to the owner or manager of a multiple-unit 

residental building informing the owner or manager of 

compliance or noncompliance with this section. The state 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

fire marshal may contract with any political subdivision 

without fee assessed to either the state fire marshal or the 

political subdivision, for the performance of the inspection 

and notification responsibilities. The inspections authorized 

under this section are limited to the placement, repair, and 

operability of smoke detectors. Any broader inspection 

authority is not derived from this section. The state fire 

marshal shall adopt administrative rules under chapter 17A 

as necess,ary to enforce this section including rules concerning 

the placement of smoke detectors and the use of acceptable 

smoke detectors. The smoke detectors shall display a label 

or other identification issued by an approved testing agency 

or another label specifically approved by the state fire 

marshal. The state fire marshal shall not require other than 

single-station smoke detectors. If smoke detectors are not 

required under subsection 4 due to the presence of an automatic 

smoke detection system, the state fire marshal shall not 

-2-
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

,11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

require other than the automatic smoke detection system. 

6. The inspection of a building or notification of 

compliance or noncompliance under this section is not the 

basis for a legal cause of action against the political 

subdivision, state fire marshal, the fire marshal's 

subordinates, chiefs of local fire departments, building 

inspectors, or other fire, building, or safety officials due 

to a failure to discover a latent defect in the course of 

the inspection. 

7. If a smoke detector is found to be inoperable the owner 

or manager of the multiple-unit residential building shall 

correct the situation I.,.i thin fourteen days after written 

notification to the OI'/ner or manager by the tenant, guest, 

roomer, state fire marshal, fire marshal's subordinates, 

chiefs of local fire departments, building inspectors, or 

other fire, building, or safety officials. If the owner or 

manager fails to correct the situation within the fourteen 

; ~ <~'-,';-

days the tenant, guest, or roomer may cause the smoke detector 

to be repaired or purchase and install a single-station smoke 

detector required under this section and may deduct the repair 

cost or purchase price from the next rental payment or payments 

made by the tenant, guest, or roomer. 
, 

.-'-.., ) 

23 8. A person who violates a provision of this section or 

24 a rule adopted pursuant to this section is guilty of a simple 

25 misdemeanor. Each day of a continuing violation after 

26 conviction is a separate offense and a single charge alleging 

27 continuing violation may be made in lieu of filing charges 

28 for each day of violation. 

29 Sec. 2. The state fire marshal shall notify the owners 

30 of newly constructed buildings on or after the effective date 

of this Act, and the owners of existing buildings by the end 31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

of three years after the effective date of this Act, by 

publication in a newspaper or newspapers of general circulation 

in this state, that the owners are required to bring the 

~uildings into compliance with this Act. 

-3-
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SENATE FILE 324 
H-361S 

1 Amend Senate File 324 as amended. passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate as fa 110~.J's : 
3 1. Page 1, line 35, by striking the words 
<\ "three years" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
5 words "o'ne year". 
6 2. Page 3. line 32, by striking the words 
7 "three ,.Years" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
B words • one year" . 
• 1-3618 FILED APRIL 13, 1981 BY ARNaULD of Scott 
d.-.v <f/;';' /;rt t:? /..17/) 

SEi\ATE FILE 324 
H-3619 

I Amend Senate File 324 as amended. passed 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows: 

and 

3 1. Page 2, by striking lines 2 and 3. 
4 2. By renumbering the subsections as may be 
5 necessary. 
H-.'619 FILED APRIL;13, 1981 
r~ ~ '1' u.A..i....- '1//(, (t. 1;/"70

) 

BY ARNaULD of Scott 

SENATE FILE 324 
l!-3626 

1 
2 
3 
.; 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

Amend Senate File 324, as amended. passed, and 
reprinted by the Senate, as foilows: 

1. Page 2, by inserting after line 12 the 
following: 

"This section does not require the o\'mer of a 
dormitory or mUlti-unit residential building to 
provide batteries for, or install batteries in, 
smoke detectors not locate,: in common areas of a 
building.". 

11-3626 FILED APRIL 13, 1981 
?r'~ '1/" (11 1-"7':) 

BY CONLON of Muscatine 

SENATE FILE 324 
!I- 3635 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

Amend Senate File 324 as amended, passed and reprinted 
by the Senate as follows: 

1. Page 3, line 22, by inserting after the word 
"roomer." the following: "However a lessee, tenant, guest 
or roomer who has a residency of longer than 30 days is 
required to provide the battery for a battery operated 
smoke detector." 

2. Page 3, by striking lines 25 through 28 and inserting 
in lieu thereof the ..,ord "misdemeanoI'." , 

BY SCHROEDER of Pottawattarnie 

.' 
I 

\ 
~ 

! 
I , 
f 
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1 Amend Senate File 324, as &~ended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 11, by striking the word "three" 
4 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "two". 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
IS 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
23 

2. Page 1, line 18, by inserting after the number 
"4," the words "single-family residential dwellings 
and". 

3. 
"the" 
or". 

Page 1, line 22, by inserting after the word 
the words "single-family residential dwellings 

4. Page 1, by inserting after line 31 the 
following: 

"d. In each area giving access to the imlnediate 
vicinity of a sleeping room within a single-family 
residential dwelling." 

5. Page 2, by striking lines 2 and 3. 
6. Page 2, line 15, by inserting after the number 

"2." the following: "A single-fa.'t1ily residential 
dwelling shall be inspected only upon its completion 
as new construction or subsequently upon request of 
the occupant." 

7. Page 3, line 11, by inserting after the word 
"the" the words II s ingle-family residential dwelling 
or". 

8. By renumbering sUbsections to confo~ to this 
amendment. 

9. Amend the title, lines 1 and 2, by striking 
the word "multiple-unit". 

H'3630 FILED APRIL 13, 1981 BY CON~ORS of Polk 
C\.--+ '1/./31 (.1 1~70/ 

1-1-3637 
1 
2 
3 
.; 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

Amend Senate File 324, as a~ended, passed, and 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 

1. By striking page 1, line 4 through page 3, 
line 35, and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

"1. Cities and counties which enact ordina;lces 
requiring the installation of smoke detectors in 
newly constructed buildings may provide that each 
day of a continuing violation after conviction is a 
separate offense and a single charge alleging 
continuing violation may be nade in lieu of filing 
charges for each day of violation. 

2. Inspection of a building or notification of 
compliance or noncompliance under the local ordinance 
is not the basis for a legal cause of 0ction against 
the political subdivision, chiefs of local fire 
departments, building inspectors, or other fire, 
building, or safety officials due to a failure to 
discover a latent defect in the course of the 
inspection." 

Il-J637 FILED AP~IL 13, 1981 
0(' "...J 'f!t. /7/ {1 /J,. 70) 

BY RITSE:,IA of SiOcL{ 
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REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

ON SENATE FILE 324 

To the President of the senate and the Speaker of the House 

of Representatives: 

We, the undersigned members of the first conference 

committee appointed to resolve the differences between the 

Senate and the House of Representatives on Senate File 324, 
a bill for an Act relating to installation of smoke detectors 

in multiple-unit residential buildings and to inspection by 

fire officials and providing a penalty, respectfully make 

the following report: 

1. That the House recedes from its amendment, S-3537, 

to Senate File 324, as amended, passed and reprinted by the 

Senate. 

2. That Senate File 324, as amended, passed and reprinted 

by the Senate, is amended as follo"'ls: 
1. Page 1, line 11, by striking the word "three" and 

inserting in lieu thereof the word "four". 

2. Page 3, line 22, by inserting after the word "roomer." 

the words "However, a lessor or owner may require a lessee, 

tenant, guest, or roomer who has a residency of longer than 

thirty days to provide the battery for a battery operated 

smoke detector." 

3. Page 3, by inserting after line 22 the following: 

" No person may render inoperable a smoke detector, 

-1-



which is required to be installed by this section, by 

tampering." 

4. Page 3, by striking lines 25 through 28 and inserting 

~n lieu thereof the word "misdemeanor." 

5. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 

ON THE PART OF THE SENATE: 

LUCAS J. DEKOSTER, Chairperson 

RICHARD F. DRAKE 

EDGAR H. HOLDEN 

C. VI. BILL HUTCHINS 

J~~S E. WELLS 

-2-

ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE: 

J~~S O. ANDERSON, Chairperson 

BETTY A. HOFF~mNN 

DENN I S L. RENAUD 

LAVERNE W. SCHROEDER 

JOSEPH WELSH 

CCR 324 
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smATE F] 1£ 3201 

AN ACT 

RE(..A'UNG TO INSTALLATION QIo' SMOKE DETECTORS IN MUr.T1PLE-UNl1' 

RES10ENTIAL BUILDINGS AND TO INSPECT10N BY FIRE OFFICIALS 
AND PROVIDING A PENAt.TY, 

BE 1'1' RNACTED BY TIU; GEN~RAL ASSEMBL'.i or TIiE S'l'ATE OF IO'dA: 

Section I" Chapter 100, Code 1981. is amended by adding 
the following new section: 

NE~ SEC~ r ON . S~10K~ DETECl'ORS. 

1. As used in this sect~on: 

a. "Oot"mitor'l" means <l residential building or pOl"tion 

of a building at an educational institution '~hich hOlJses 

students in t"(~oms not individually equipped with cooldnq 
facilities. 

b" "Multlple-unit residential building" means a residential 

building, an apartment house. or a portion of <l building or 

an apartment hOlJse with four 01' rr:ore units. hotel, motel, 
dormi tOl'Y, or l'ooming house. 

c, "Sr:-.oke detector" means a device .... hich detects visible 

or invisible J>lu'ticles of combustion and .... hich incorporates 

contt"ol equipment and an alan-sounding uni t operated troro 

a pOWet" sltpply either in the unit or obtained at the point 
of installation" 

2. Except as provided in subsection 4, multiple-unit 

t"esidential buildinqs, the constt"uction of which is begun 

on or after the effective date of this Act, shall include 

the installa.tlon of at least one smoke detector in t.he 

following at'cas of the desiqnated multiple-unit l'esidential 
buildi.ngs: 

a. In each sleepinq I"OOm and in each cOl'rldor oC a hotel 
or: motel" 

- e 
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b. In each sleeping I"OOm dnd in each corndor of a 
dorro.i t.ot"y. 

c. In each ,ue" gl,ving access to the immediate vic),nity 

of <I sleeping room .... ithin a unit and in ellch corridor of a 
multiple-unit residential building not covered If) paragraph 
a or b. 

Except as provided in subsection 4, all multIple-unit 
resident.ial buildinQs shall be equipped with at. least one 

smoke detector in the areas enumerated in this suhsectlon 

by the end of tht'ce yeat:s aft.er th~l eHective date of this 
Act. 

3. An o .... ner-occupied uni t or room lS exempt h-om the 
l'equU"e:nents of this section. 

1-. This section does not t"equire the installation of smoke 

detectors in multiple-unit residential bUildings which, on 
the effective date ot this Act, are equipped with heat 

detecti.on devices or a sprinklet· system with alarms appt"oved 
by the state fit:e marshal, 

This section does not z"equne 

detectors in hotels, motels, and 
t.he inst.allation of smoke 

donnitories 
an automatic st';"lokc detection system app1"oved 
fire t!larshal. 

equipped wi th 

by the state 

5" The state fire marshal shall initially and may annually 

inspect smoke detectors installed as required by s.ubsection 

2. Upon inspection, the state fi"l.'e mushal shall issue a 

written notice to the o'tl11er or manager of a mul.tiple-uni.t 

resldental building informing the owner or m,~nc\ger of. 

compliancc Ot" noncompliance wit.h this section. The state 

fit"e marshal may contract with any political subdi.vision 

without fee assessed to either the state fire marshal or the 

political SUbdivision, fot' the pet"fOI"manCe of the inspection 

and not.ification responsibilities. The inlipect~ons aut.hot"lzed 

under this section are limi.t.ed to the placement. reptur, and 

operabi 1 i ty of stt:oke detectors" Any broa.dcr: 1I)Sp.~ctlon 

authority is not derived !ro:"l thi!-l section" The s~,"l,te fire 

!I> 
:n 
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narshal g,hall ,'dopt ad:nlnistr:<lt.lve rules under chapter 171'. 

as necessary to ~nforce this section including niles concernlng 

the placement of s~oke detectors and the use of acceptable 

smoke detecto,X's. The sIC.oke detectors shall display a label 

or other identification issued by an approved testing aqency 

or another label specifically appt·oved hy the state fire 

C'larshal. The state fire mushal shall not. requil:e other than 

single-station smoke detectors. If str.oke detcctol·S are not 

required under sUbsection 4 dUI! to the presence of an aut,oroatic 

smoke detection system, the state fire marshal sh,'ll not 

require other than the automatic smoke detection system. 

6. The inspection of a buildinq or notification of 

compliance or noncompliance under this section is not the 

basis for a legal cause of action against the political 

subdivision, state fire marshal. the fil'e marshal's 

subordinates. chiefs of local fire departments. bUilding 

inspectors. or othet' fire, building, or safety officials due 

to a failure to discover a latent defect in the course of 

the inspection. 

7. If a smoke detector is found to be 1noperable the o .... ner 

or manager of the multiple-unit residential building shall 

conect the situation within fourteen days after .... ritten 

notification to the owner or manager by the tenant, guest, 

roomer. state fire marshal, fire marshal's subordinates. 

chiefs of local fire departments, building inspectors, or 

other lire, building. or safety officials. I f the owner or 

manager fails to correct the situation .... ithin the fourteen 

days the tenant, guest. 01' roomer may cause the smoke detector 

t.o be repaired or purchase and install a single-station smoke 

detector requi!:ed \,mde1: this section and fDay deduct the repail 

cost or purchase price from the next rental payment or paj'l'D.ents 

made by the tena.nt, guest. or roomer. However, a leS$Ol' or 
owner 1t'ay requil:e a lessee. tenant, guest. or roomer who has 

a l'esidency of longer than thil't)' days to provide the batt.ery 

for a bat.tery operated smoke detector, 

e e 
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8. No person may rende1· inoperable a SMoke detector, which 

lS requit·ed to be lnstallp.d by this section, by tampering. 

9. A person .... ho violates a. prov1sion of this oection or 

cl rule adopted pursuant to this section u; guilty of a slmple 

misdemeanor. 

Sec. 2. The state fire marshal shall notlfy the o .... ners 

of ne~ly cong,tructed bUllding~ on or after the effectlve date 

of this Act and the owners of existing buildings by the end 

of t.hree years after the effe(:tive date of thlS Act. by 

publication in a newspaper 01: newspapet's of general circulation 

in this state, that the o~ners are req\nred to bt'ing tlle 

buildings into compliance with this Act. 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

DELWYN STROMER 

Speaker of the House 

1 hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

lS known as Senate File 324. Sixty-ninth General Assembly. 

.",o, .. ~. 
ROBERT 1). RA '{ 
(-.QV01'nor 

LINDA HOWARTH MACKAY 

secretary of the Senate 
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