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An Act to authorize a person who is confined in a hospital 

Or nursing care facility to qualify for claiming the 

extraordinary property tax credit or reimbursement on 

the person's homestead, with a January 1 effective date. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

CPB-l~200 2/73 



S.F. H. F. 

1 Section 1. section 425.17, subsection 4, Code 1981, 1S 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 4. "Homestead" means the dwelling owned or rented and 

4 actually used as a home by the claimant during all or part 

5 of the base year, and so much of the land surrounding it 

6 including one or more contiguous lots or tracts of land, as 

7 is reasonably necessary for use of the dwelling as a home, 

8 and may consist of a part of a multidwelling or mUltipurpose 

9 building and a part of the land upon which it is built. It 

10 does not include personal property except that a mobile home 

11 may be a homestead. Any dwelling or a part of a multidwelling 

12 or mUltipurpose building which is exempt from taxation does 

13 not qualify as a homestead under this division. A homestead 

14 must be located in this state. When a person 1S confined 

15 in a nursing home, extended-care facility, or hospital, the 

16 person shall be considered as occupying or living in the 

17 person's homestead if the person is the owner of the homestead 

18 and the person maintains the homestead and does not lease, 

19 rent, or otherwise receive profits from other persons for 

20 the use of the homestead. 

21 Sec. 2. This Act takes effect January 1 following 

22 enactment. 

23 EXPLANATION 
24 The bill provides that a person who is confined to a 

25 hospital or nursing care facility and who continues to own 

26 a homestead will be eligible to claim the additional homestead 

27 tax credit on the homestead if the person does not lease or 

28 rent the homestead or otherwise receive any profits from the 

29 homestead. The provision is similar to the current law 

30 governing the homestead tax credit. The bill takes effect 

31 January 1 following enactment. 
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33 
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April 20, 1982 

SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 861 
H-5875 

" Amend House File 861 as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
~ 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 20 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. • Section 425.17, SUbsection 5, Code 1981, 
6 is amended to read as follows: 
7 5. "Claimant" means a person filing a claim for 
8 credit or reimbursement under this division who has 
9 attained the age of sixty-five years on or before 

10 December 31 of the base year or who is a surviving 
11 spouse having attained the age of fifty-five years 
12 on or before December 31 of the base year, or who 
13 is totally disabled and was totally disabled on or 
14 before December 31 of the base year, and was domiciled 
15 in this state during the entire base year and is 
16 domiciled in this state at the time the claim is filed 
17 or at the time of the person's death in the case of 
18 q claim filed by the executor or administrator of 
19 the claimant's estate. ·Cla1mant" includes a vendee 
20 in possession under a contract for deed and may include 
21 one or more joint tenants or tenants in common. In 
22 the case of a claim for rent constituting property 
23 taxes paid, the claimant shall have rented the property 
24 during any part of the base year. If a homestead 
~is occupied by two or more persons, and more than 
~one person is able to qualify as a claimant, the 
27 persons may determine among them who will be the 
28 claimant. If they are unable to agree, the matter 
29 shall be referred to the director of revenue not later 
30 than October 31 of each year and the director's 
31 decision shall be final. 
32 Sec. • Section 425.18, Code 1981, is amended 
33 to read-a5 follows: 
34 425.18 €bAfM-£S-PERS9NAb RIGHT TO FILE A CLAIM. 
35 The right to file a claim for credit under this 
36 division sha~i-he is personal to the claimant and 
37 5Rdi~ does not surVive the claimant's death, but the 
38 right may be exercised on behalf of a claimant by 
39 h~s-e~-fte~ the claimant's legal guardian, spouse or 
40 attorney. The right to file a claim for reimbursement 
41 under this division may be exercised by the claimant 
42 or on behalf of a claimant by the claimant's legal 
43 guardian, spouse, or attorney, or by the executor 
44 or administrator of the claimant's estate. If a 
45 claimant dies after having flIed a clalm for 
46-reimbursement for rent constituting property taxes 
47 paid, the amount of the reimbursement may be paid 
48 to another member of the household as determined by 
49 the director. If the claimant was the only member 
50 of the household, the reimbursement may be paid to ,. 
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1 the claimant's executor or administrator, but if 
2 neither is appointed and qualified within one year 
4 from the date of the filing of the claim, the 
4 reimbursement shall escheat to the state. If a 
5 claimant dies after having filed a claim for credit 
6 for property taxes due, the amount of credit shall 
7 be paid as if the claimant had not died." 
8 2. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
9 word "claiming" the words "and authorize an executor 

10 or admir:istrator of an estate to fil~ a cla.im :Cnr". 
11 3~ By numbering Rnd ~enurnbering a:-:; :1':'Cp.ssnry""" 

H-5875 FILED APRIL 19, 1982 RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
t1~ ~~~0 4/~1 (1)/(..,.20) 
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• 

• 



SENATE 6 
MARCH 26, 1982 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

• 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
SO 

HoeSE FILE 861 

Amend House File 861 as passed by the House, as 
follows: 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 20 the 
following: 

"Sec. Section 425.17, subsection 5, Code 1981, 
is amended to read as follows: 

5. "Claimant" means a person filing a claim for 
credit or reimbursement under this division who has 
attained the age of sixty-five years on or before 
December 31 of the base year or who is a surviving 
spouse having attained the age of fifty-five years 
on or before December 31 of the base year, or who 
is totally disabled and was totally disabled on or 
before December 31 of the base year, and was domiciled 
in this state during the entire base year and is 
domiciled in this state at the time the claim is filed 
or at the time of the person's death in the case of 
a claim filed by the executor or administrator of 
the claimant's estate. "Claimant" includes a vendee 
in possession under a contract for deed and may include 
one or more joint tenants or tenants in common. In 
the case of a claim for rent constituting property 
taxes paid, the claimant shall have rented the property 
during any part of the base year. If a homestead 
is occupied by two or more persons, and more than 
one person is able to qualify as a claimant, the 
persons may determine among them who will be the 
claimant. If they are unable to agree, the matter 
shall be referred to the director of revenue not later 
than October 31 of each year and the director's 
decision shall be final. 

Sec. section 425.18, Code 1981, is amended 
to read-a5 follows: 

425.18 €bAfM-fS-PBRS9NAh RIGHT TO FILE A CLAIM. 
The right to file a claim for credit under this 
division saa~~-Be is personal to the claimant and 
ssa±± does not survive the claimant's death, but the 
right may be exercised on behalf of a claimant by 
efs-eF-eeF the claimant's legal guardian, spouse or 
attorney. The right to file a claim for reimbursement 
under this division may be exercised by the claimant 
or on behalf of a claimant by the claimant's legal 
guardian, spouse, or attorney, or by the executor 
or administrator of the claimant's estate. If a 
claimant dies after having filed a claim for 
reimbursement for rent constituting property taxes 
paid, the amount of the reimbursement may be paid 
to another member of the household as determined by 
the director. If the claimant was the only member 
of the household, the reimbursement may be paid to 
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1 the claimant's executor or administrator, but if 
2 neither is appointed and qualified within one year 
3 from the date of the filing of the claim, the 
4 reimbursement shall escheat to the state. If a 
5 claimant dies after having filed a claim for credit 
6 for property taxes due, the amount of credit shall 
7 be paid as if the claimant had not died." 
8 2. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
9 word "claiming" the words "and authoriz·e an executor 

10 or administrator of an estate to file a claim for". 
11 3. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 

5-5381 FILED 
M.lI.RCH 25, 1982 
a~:t:-R '/-//1 (1' J,?cr) 

BY CO~ITTEE ON NAYS & MEANS 
ROLF V. CRAFT, CHAIR 

HOUSE FILE 861 
FISCAL NOTE 

REQUESTED BY SENATOR CRAFT 

In compliance with a written request there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for House File 861 as amended by 5-5381 pursuant to Joint 
Rule 16. 

Amendment 5381-5 to H.F. 861 allows the executor or ad~inistrator of a 
clalmant's estate to file a claim on behalf of the claimant for reinburse­
ment for r:nt .constituting property taxes paid. Present law provides that 
such a cla1m lS personal and does not survive the claimant's death. This 
amendment takes effect the same time as does H.F. 861, January 1 following 
enactment. 

The im2act of amendment 5381-5 I.ould be a very minimal increase in state 
expendltures. 

SOURCE: DEPT. OF REVENUE 
RECEIVED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE, APRIL 14, 1982 
FILED: BY GERRY RANKIN, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
APRIL 16, 1982 

FISCAL !\OTE 
House File 861 

Requested by Representative Schnekloth 
. May 6, 1981 

. In compllance wi th ~ wri tten request there is herebv submitted a 
FIscal No~~or H. F. 861 pursuant to Joint Rule 16. ' 

~SB.2~47H provides that an individual who is confined to a ho j. 1 . 
~~~~~~!~/~~/~~~~~~es(~~ ow~/ ~ome:tead will b: eligib:e toS~I~~m ~~/~~~~~ro~:~e 
person does not lease re~te ertY al,d dlsabled "ax credlt) on the homestead if tne 

, • or 0 nen11 se rece 1 ve any profi t from the homes teao. 

;he bill I:ill .result in an increase in the number of persons eligible for the credit. 
I~O estmaLe or the additional state cost is available. 

FILED MAY 7, 1981 BY GERRY D. RANKI\l 
Legislative Fiscal Bureau 
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AN AC'r 

ro AUTHORIZE A PERSON WHO IS CONfiNED IN A HOSPJTAL OR NURS­

ING ~ARl FACILITY TO QUALIFY fOR CI..AIMINC AND AUTI{:)RIZE 

AN EXECtJ'I'()R OR AomNISTPATOR OF AN ESTAtE 1'Q flLE A CLAIM 

rOR Till I:..XTkAORDINARY PROPERTY TAX CREOn OR REJt.ffiURSf,­

lillIT ON nn·: P;';:RSON' 5 HOI"-ESTEhQ, WI Tn ,\ JA.'WARY 1 EfFEC-

T I VI:: DA'!·C;. 

SF-: 11 ENACrFn BY 'l1iE GENlRJ..L ASSEMBLY or THE STATE OF 10'",.-\: 

Sen. ion 1. Sectien 42!i.17, subsection 4, Code 1981. is 

amended 1.0 read as follows: 

4 "HO:llest~cld" means Ule d .... ·cll1n:J o .... ·ned or 1'ented and 

IlctU3J.ly lined as '" hOr."le by t.he claimant dunng <111 01' pa1't 

of the base year. ,u~d so r.",uch of the land su1'rounding it. 

includ.1ll:,i one OJ: more contiguous lots 01' t.rActs of land, as 

:.::; t·ei.lscr,abli' necessat·y for USt~ of the d\o'elling as il home, 

.1:11..1 may ccnslst of a pan. of a rr.ultld',,·e~li.ng 0) nultipurpooe 

buildllhJ and il ileHt of the land upon ... ·hich it is built. It 

doe::, not. illclude personal propct'ty except t.hat a r:·.oblle home 

I:,oy he a ~omes'tt!ad. Any d ..... ellinq 01: a part of " multldwelling 

0:: n:..:~tip\Jt'pose bU1ldiag .... hich i5 excnpt froin tax<!.tion does 

!iot qualify as a hO:lest.cad undel' this div1sion. A homestead 

tt:UGt ce ~ocated in t.his st.ate. ¥.'hen .~_ pers,:?~~ .. l!) cO~l:ti.ne~ 

..!..!!.....<!. !l\asil.~9. h.'~~. ~xte~1~~d-c~.;:~_'!)~<:}J....!.!.'y., __ .2..!:...J!9~pi tel!, the. 

re r.!,~o]~ .. ~I].~~~~on\i i:.<!e red ~r. occupy in..9....2.!. .. P vi n9 i.r:~. the 

pc r l:;(~.n . s I·.o..!::~s. te <1~ .. . ~L....!::E~._E.£!. ~.9.1). i !;.~.t.h~£_p~Tle r C?! .the h0E'.es.t.ecl~ 
and. t:~e~.r'?~·.r,oll :n~lnt;).~~.!!.....!:.l!~ .. home!!..~~ad. 1Ind .~9.~::; n()l.~~~<lseJ_ 

.r::£.1:~ _2.!_g.1:-~!~.~~ise. ~:~.Y.Il...E.!.P.fit.n ftp!L~~heT penons f9.!. 

.t.!:!.~. ~.!.?~ .91........!:!.~c: hou:~s.tead. 
Sec. 2. section 425.1"1. subsection 5, Code: 1981. is anended 

to lead liS fOllows: 

llouse Pile B61. P. 2 

~. ''Claim.lot'' means a person flilng a claim for cl'edit 

or rellt'.bursernt!nt under this dlv15ion ""ho hal:> attained the 

age of sixty-five yAilCS on ot' before Decernbel" :n of the base 

year or who is a Sut"vlving spouse having att.ained the age 

of 1'i fty-five years on or before December 31 of Lhe base yeat:. 

or who is totally di.sa.bled and waG totally disabled on Ot 

before December :ll of the baSE: y~at·. and '.las domiciled i.n 

UHf> staLe during the entiJ"l.:! base year and is dOr.liciled in 

this etate .It. che time the clairr. if; filed £!........!l_~._ the time __ of 

!!'le pcrg2~.·.fl .. dPilt.h ~!! the c:~se of I!. .£~aim_.~ilod_!? .. :L~~ 
2!_-!drninis~.!~~t,?r of 1:l\e claim!n_t's estate. "Claimant" includes 

a vendee in possession \lnder a contl·'l.ct for deed and may 

include one or mOI'e joint tenantg or tenant'3 in common. In 

t.he case of a clai.m fot· l'ent ccnstit.otlng propert.y taxes paid. 

t.he c 1 a imant sha 1 J have ren ted the prope rl.y dUl' i ng any part 

01" the bas(! year. If a hO:TIestead is occupil!d by two Ot· ~)()re 

pel' sons , and mot'e than one pel'son 1S afilc to qualify as a 

claimant, the persons may deterninc among them who will be 
the claimcmt. If t.hey are unable t.o aqree, the rna'tter shall 

be refern!d t.o the directol' of 1'evenoe not later than Octo\:.>el· 

31 of each yellt' and t.ht~ direct.ot··~ decision shall be final. 

Sec. 3. Section 42~.18. Codt~ 1981. is amended to read 

as follows' 

425.18 9hAi~-f&-PER69NAIl Iuq!ff T()J::!~~_A CL~l~· The right 

to file a clai.m !9.!:· crccht: ulidet this divlsion 8RaH-ee 15 

personal to the clainant ,1nd ~h"i. ~~~s not survive the 

clai:-nant'!) :it~<lt.h. but the 1'ight. may be cltercised on t:ehalf 

of a claimant by h.!I-$l:'-Rer. ~e. deH!1l~_~t-'.1i legal guat·di .. I.O, 

spouse 01' i'l.t.torney. Thc r:;.9l:!!..........tp .. file ~1 c:.~ .. ~.~.m for 

!~ i.rnl>l..!.r~~fl':~n t ur:dcr t.t~.~.s ... di vis ;00 n~.:L._~~ .. ~xorc is:e.(!....!!Y.......~h~ 
~.!..I!.i.!!!.ant o~~ .. Pt~. ber.).(~tL_2..L.!.!_~~!..!T'I~l! t by the <:.l.~itnant '.~ .1 egal 

9U<l!d.~~~!. spouse, OT i:l.tt..9.r!"!.!.J::.! . .....2.!.....~.i'._~.~.~.~ec:\ltor .. ..2.!. 
<:,.9.minisJ.ratot"_q,f the claim~\.~lt's est.at ... ~ If a clll.imant dles 

aftnI' having tlled a claim for !'einbuu,ement fot· rent 

consU tuti.n9 pl·opcrt.y taxes paid. the arnount of the 

I 
-n 

00 
OJ 
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reimbursement may be paid to another member of the household 

as determined by the director. If the claimant was the only 

member of the household, the reimbursement may be paid to 

the claimant's executor or administrator, but if neither 18 

appointed and qualified within one year from the date of the 

filing of the cla1m, the reimbursement shall escheat to the 

state. If a claimant dies after hav1ng filed a claim for 

credit for property taxes due, the amount of credit shall 

be paid as if the claimant had not died. 

Sec. 4. This Act takes effect January 1 following 

enactment. 

DELWYN STROMER 

Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill or1g1nated in the House and 

1S known as House File 861, Slxty-ninth General Assembly. 

Approved 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 

ELIZABETH A. ISAACSON 

Chief Clerk of the House 

1982 
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