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1 An 

2 

Act relating to the intestate succession rights of 

adopted persons, their natural parents, and adoptive 

3 parents. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

5 

H-3823 

SE~ATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE: FILE 739 

1 Anend House File 739 as passed by the House 
2 as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 17, by inserting after the 
4 word "adoption" the words "of a person". 
5 2. Page 1, line 20, by inserting after the 
6 word "adoption" the words "of a person". 
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S.F. H.F. 739 

1 section 1. Section 633.223, Code 1981, is amended by 

2 striking the section and inserting in lieu thereof the 

3 following! 

4 633.223 EFFECT OF ADOPTION. 

S 1. Except as provided in subsection 3, a lawful adoption 

6 extinguishes the right of intestate succession of an adopted 

7 person from and through the adopted person's natural parents. 

8 The adopted person inherits from and through the adoptive 

9 parents in the same manner as a natural born child inherits 

10 from and through the child's natural parents. 

11 2. Except as provided ln subsection 3, a lawful adoptlon 

12 extinguishes the right of intestate succession of a natural 

13 parent from and through the parent's natural born child who 

14 is adopted. The adoptive parents inherit from and through 

15 the adopted person in the same manner as natural parents 

16 inherit from and through the parents' natural born child. 

'""·17 3. An adoption by the spouse or surviving spouse of a 

18 natural parent has no effect on the relationship for inheri-

19 tance purposes between the adopted person and that natural 

20 parent or natural parent's heirs. An adoption by the spouse 

21 or surviving spouse of a natural parent after the death of 

22 the other natural parent has no effect on the relationship 

23 for inheritance purposes between the adopted person and the 

24 deceased natural parent's heirs. 

25 4. A person inherits through an adopted person, an adoptive 

26 parent, or a natural parent of an adopted person only if the 

27 adopted person, adoptive parent, or natural parent of an 

28 adopted person would have inherited under subsection 1, 2, 

29 or 3. 

30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill restores language to the probate code similar 

32 to the language which was deleted, effective January 1, 1977, 

33 ln the redrafting of the Code chapters on termination of 

34 parental rights and adoption. The bill provides that the 

35 rights of intestate succession are generally extinguished 
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1 between adopted persons and their natural parents. An 

2 exception would allow intestate succession between a parent 

3 or the parent's heirs and the parent's natural born child 

4 where the parent's spouse or surviving spouse adopted the 

5 child. An additional exception would allow intestate 

6 succession between a person, who is adopted by a natural 

7 parent's spouse or surviving spouse, and the heirs of the 

8 person's other natural parent who is deceased. 

9 The bill would become law July 1 following its enactment. 
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HOUSE: HLB 739 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE INTESTATE SUCCESSION RIGHTS OF AOOPTHD P2R­

SONS, rUEIR NATURAL PARENTS, AND ADOPTIVE PARENTS. 

SF. IT t;NACTED BY THE G£t-lERAL ASSEMBL¥ OF TIlE STATE: OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Soction 633.223, Code 1981, is <lm£uded by 

stnking the section and inserting in lieu thet"eo! the 

follo .... in9: 

&33.223 EFFECT OF ADOPTION. 

1. Bxcept ~6 provided in subsection 3, a lawful adoption 

extingulShes the right. of intestate succession of an adopted 

person from and through the adopted person's natural parents. 

The adopted person inherits from and through the adoptive 

parents in the sa~e mannar as a natural bonl child inherits 
frOM and tht"ouqh the chi Id I S natural parents. 

2. Bxcept as provided in subsection 3, a lawful adoption 

extinguishes t.he right of intestate succession of a natural 

parent from and tbrough the parent's natural born child .... ho 

is adopted. The adoptive pal'ents inherit from and through 

t.he adopted person in t.he satre manner as natural parents 

inheri t from and through tl\e parents' natural born child. 

3. An adoption of a person by the spouse or survlvlnq 

spouse of a natural parent has no effect on tile relationship 

for i nheri tance purposes bet ... ·een the adopted person and tha.t 

natllral parent or natural parent's heirs. An adoption of 

a person by the spouse or surviving spouse of a natural parent 

after the deatil of the other natural pat'ent has no effect 

on t.he relationship for inheritance purposes bet .... een the 

adopted person and t.he deceased nat.ur",l parent's heirs. 

4. A person inherits thI'ough an adopted person. an adoptlve 

pat:ent, or a natur"l parent of an adopted pet'son anI}' it the 

~ • 
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adopt:.ed persoll, adoptive parent. or natural parent of an 

adopted person .... ould have l.nherited under subsection 1, 2, 

or 3. 

DBLWYN STROMER 

speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that thiB bill originilted in the House and 

is known as Houge File 739, Sixty-ninth General Assembly. 

Approved 5Pt~/Y. 

ROBBRT D. RAY 

Governor 

PAT H. HARPER 

Chief CleI'k of the House 
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