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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to rules of the fire marshal. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF Im-lA: 

HOUSE FILE 467 
H-~216 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

Amend amendment H-3203 to House File 467 as follow:-;: 
. d n • '1" 1. Page 1, line 6, by strilang the vlor S ~_~~_ 

and inserting in lieu thcreo~ the wo~ds "an admin~strat~ve" 
2. Page 1, by striking lines 15 and 16 and lnsertlng 

in lieu thereof the words "the finding oursuant to 
chanter 17A. as-±ft-ether-er~M~~ai-ease9 If a final 
Clcministrative penalty rel1\air:5 u:;paid,. t~e ~.istric~ 
court shall grant the fire marshal a C1Vll Judgmen~ to 
enforce its collectj.on." 

H-3216 FILE)) ~ARCH 5, 1981 
ADOPTED « :,s «.) 

.;;'~' / 

BY CO\LO~ of Muscatine 

11-3203 
HOUSE FILE 467 

1 Amend House File 467 a:> follows: 
2 1. Page 1. by striking lines 14 through 19 and 
3 inserti.lg' in lieu thpreof the follo\·:ing: "corporiltion 
4 v+G±a~±fl(j-t",BY-Gf-~ct-=;'l-~I:i:t('e who violZ'ltes a. rule of 
5 the fire marshal shall be tieep.\eEl-§'H"'±~'t-e';-e,--=-s--;",p±e 
6 ll\:i-~;de!liei;MlF subj91;t to il civil penally of not more 
7 tLiln Oi1e thous2nd dollars. Each day of the continuing 
8 violet:!.':;n of t<\;<O:~-HI*esa: rule after eOR"'~e€i,"!-I bei_~ 
9 found in violation. shall be considered 0 seoarate _.-:--;--- '.. . -'--. . ... 

10 b~{fe!>1~e ~?-.Ol.Ct1.:~ (\nd a sJ.ngle charge alJeq1.na 
11 cont.i.nu:~.la viola't Lon". 

-·Z.---pa-ge 1, by striking lines 20 ond 21 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the followi;'g: "viclation. 
P·pr~ed±9 i'.ppeal may be ~ak{:l'~ made froJ"!1 SHei'1-W},iv;ee.=t:eH=iS 
.tll~ findr-!:!Si-as may be made from a conviction in etiReJ; 
~ crimi'-lD.l eases ~." 

12 
13 
l~t 
1:) 
16 

-



S.F. H.F. J-j/' 7 

1 Section 1. Section 100.35, Code 1981, is amended to read 
2 as follows: 
3 100.35 RULES OF MARSHAL. The fire marshal shall adopt, 
4 amend, prom~lgate and enforce rules and standards relating 
5 to exits and exit lights, fire escapes, fire protection, fire 
6 safety and the elimination of fire hazards~ in and for 
7 churches, schools, hotels, theaters, amphitheaters, hospitals, 

8 health care facilities as defined in section 135C.1, boarding 

9 homes or housing, rest homes, dormitories, college buildings, 

10 lodge halls, club rooms, public meeting places, places of 
11 amusement, apartment buildings, and all other buildings or 

12 structures in which persons congregate from time to time, 
13 whether publicly or privately owned. Any person, firm or 
14 corporation violating aB~-8{-s~eft-~~~ee a rule of the fire 
15 marshal Bfta~~-ee-aeemea-~~±~y-8~ commits a s~m~±e serious 
16 
17 

18 
19 

misdemeanor. 
_~ee a rule 
offense and 
may be made 

Each day of the continuing violation of SHeft 

after conviction shall be considered a separate 

a single charge alleging continuing violation 
in lieu of filing charges for each day of 

20 violation. Appeals may be taken from 8~eft convictions as 
21 in other criminal cases. 

22 Sec. 2. 
23 Sec. 3. 
24 ment with 
25 marshal's 
26 after the 
27 

Chapter 103, Code 1981, is repealed. 
This Act takes effect July 1 following its enact­

the increased penalty for violation of the fire 
rules applicable to violations committed or continued 
effective date of this Act. 

EXPLANATION 
28 This bill repeals chapter 103 concerning fire escapes and 
29 exits but provides the fire marshal the authority to adopt 
30 rules on these subjects. The bill also increases the penalty 
31 for violation of the rules from a simple misdemeanor to a 
32 serious misdemeanor and provides for the filing of only one 
33 charge in a continuing violation situation. 
34 The bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
35 
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Vote: Ayes 9.,> Nays I Vote: Ayes 31 Nays <-/ 

Approved ~«,,<- I"! IZ'i I 
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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to rules of the fire marshal. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEHBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. ~n 

1 Section 1. Section 100.35, Code 19B1, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

'3 100.35 RULES OF MARSHAL. The fire marshal ~hall adopt, 

4 amend, promulgate and enforce rules and standards relating 

5 to exits and exit lights, fire escapes, fire protection, fire 

6 safety and the elimination of fire hazardsL in and for 

7 churches, schools, hotels, theaters, amphitheaters, hospitals, 

8 healt!' care facilities as defined in section 135C.l, boarding 

9 homes or housing, rest homes, dorrrd te·ries, college buildings, 

10 lodge halls, club rooms, public meeting places, places of 

11 amusement, apartment buildings, and all other buildings or 

12 structures in ~hich persons congregate from time to time, 

13 whether publicly or privately owned. Any person, firm or 

14 corporation v±6ia~±~~-afty-e£-~~e~-r~ies who violates a rule 

15 of the fire marshal shall be eeemee-~~±i~y-e£-a-e±m~±e 

16 M±Seemeaft6r subject to an administrative penalty of not more 

17 than one thousand dollars. Each day of the continuing 

18 violation of s~eft-~±es a rule after eoftvie~±eft being found 

19 in violation, shall be considered a separate e££eftse violation 

20 and a single charge alleging continuing violation may be made 

21 in lieu of filing charges for each day of violation. A~~ea±s 

22 Appeal may be ~a~eft made from 8~eft-eeftV±e~±eHs the finding 

23 pursuant to chapter l7A. as-±ft-e~~er-er±m±Hai-ea8es-~ 

24 final administretive penalty remains unpaid, the district 

25 court shall grant the fire marshal a civil jUdgment to enforce 

26 its collection. 

27 Sec. 2. 

28 Sec. 3. 

29 ment. with 

30 marshal's 

31 after the 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Chapter 103, Code 19B1, is repealed. 

This Act takes effect July 1 following its enact­

the increased penalty for violation of the fire 

n~les applicable to violations committed or continued 

effective date of this Act. 
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SENATE 2 
APRIL 22, 1981 r 

HOUSE FILE 467 
S-3519 

.~ Amend House File 467 as amended, passed, and 
reprinted by the House, as follows: 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

•
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 

1. Page 1, by inserting before line I, the 
following: 

"section 1. section 100.1, subsection 5, Code 3~1 
1981, is arr:ended to read as follO\.)'s: I 

5. To promulgate fire safety fe§H±atieR9 rules. I2Ay 3/ (6 
The state fire marshal shall have exclusive right r;~!r ,;1) g/ 
to promulgate f~re saf~ty rule~ as they apply t? !Ji~ ? 
e17forcement or lnspec~lon regu~remel1ts by the ~Late l': < ,,J' ,1 
flre marshal, but 8~eR-fe§~±at~eR9 th~ule~ phall '.J~~. (' 
be promulgated only after publlc hearlng. ...n1erever (j/ l\;) 1 
by any statute the fire marshal or the department ~. 
of public safety is authorized or required to '7/1 

promulgate, proclaim, or amend rules and minimum 3 7 ~ 
standards regarding fire hazards or fire safety or J' .~ 
protection in any establisTh~ent, building or structure,y ~~ 
sBeR the rules and standards shall promote and enforce ~ 
fire safety, fire protection and the elimination of 
fire hazards' as the s~~e rules may relate to the use, 
occupancy and construction of s~eR the buildings, 
establishments or structures. The \.,7ord "construction" 
shall include, but is not limited to, electrical 
wiring, plurrlbing, heating, lighting, ventilation, 
construction materials, entrances and exits, and all 
other physical conditions of the building which may 
affect fire hazards, safety or protection. SHe~ The 
rules and minimum standards shall be in substantiar-
complial1ce eXc~Dt as other\vise s-;:)e~ifica)J:'y_PJovid~d 
in this chapter, with the standards of the Natio~al 
Fire Protection Association relating to fire safety 
as published in the national fire codes." 

2. Page 1, by striking lines 15 through 17 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the folloHing: "of the 
fire marshal shall upon conviction or a plea of guilty, 
be @eem~cl guilty of a sfffip~e serious misdemeanor. 
Each day of the continuing". 

3. Page 1, by striking lines 21 through 26 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: Slin lieu 
of filinq charqes for each day of violation. Ap~ea±9 
Appeal may be ~a~eR made from sBe5-eeRVIet~eR9 the 
convlction as in other criminal cases. 

Rules by the fire marshal affecting the cOl1struction­
of new buildinas, addltions to buildinas or 
rehabilitation of existing buildincs and related to­
fire proteccion, shall be substantially in accord 
with the provisions of the n3i...icr,c:llv reccQl1ized 
building and related codes adoDLed. as the state 
buildinq code or with codes adopted bv a local 
subdivision which are in subst2ntial accord ~ith the 
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HOUSE PILE 467 
1./ 

S-3542 
1 Amend" the Committee on State Government" amendment, 
2 5-3519, to House File 467 as amended, passed and 
3 reprinted, by the House as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, line 36, by striking the words "simp'l:e 
5 serious" and inserting in lieu thereof the word "simple h

• 

6 
S-3542 FILED BY RICHARD COMITO 

f~e~l~~8"_,£L/ fI-!n!sJ H~U~~4'~~LE' 467 '. -- , . 

s-3550 
1 Amend the Corrullittee amendment 5-3519 to House File 
2 467 as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 38 through 42 and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "2. Page 1, by striking lines 13 through 26 and 
6 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "whether 
7 publicly or privately owned. ARy-~e=geRT-fi~~-e= 
8 ee=~era~~eR-v~e~a~~R~-aRy-ef-s~efi-r~les-6f-~Re-fi=e 
9 ffiarsp.a±-9Ra~±-ae-aeeffiea-~i±~y-6f-a-9~m~le-ffii96e~eap.ef~ 

10 Violation of a rule adoDted by the fire marshal is 
11 a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine not to exceed 
12 one thousand dollars as determined by the court. 
13 Each day of the continuing violation of s~eh-r~±e8 
14 a rule after conviction 9Ba±±-ee-eeRs~eefe6 of a 
15 violation of the rule is a separate offense.--A~~ea±s 
16 Bay-ee-~aRefi-f=8~-9~ea-eeRvie~~e~s A conviction is 
17 subject to appeal as in other criminal cases. ,"I 

S-3550 FILED & LOS~ BY MICK LURA 
APRIL 2!.' 1981~" 13%7) 
S-3558 

1 Amend the Cowmittee amendment S-3519 to House File 
2 467 as follows; 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 38 through 42 and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "2. Page 1, by striking lines 13 through 26 and 
6 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "whether 
7 publicly or privately owned. ~~y-~e=seHT-f~=ffl-e~ 
8 e8~e=a~i8R-vie±a~~H§-aRy-6~-5He~-=~~es-ef-~Ae-fi=e 
9 mar8fla±-sRa~~-8e-eeeffiea-~~~±~y-ef-a-9fffi~~e-ffi~8eeffieaH8=~ 

10 Violation of a rule adooted by the fire marshal is 
11 a s1rr.ple misdemeanor; provided, however, that upon 
1~; p:.:oof that the fire marshal gave wrll:t:en notice to 
1". the defendant of Lhe violation, and PLoof that the 
1-.- vJ.olatlon constituted a clear and present danGer to 
15 life, and oroof that the defendant failed to elimlnate 
16 the condltion oiving rise to the violaLion withJ.n 
17 thirty days after receiDt of notlce from the ilLe 
18 marshal, .the Denalty shall be that Drovlded by law 
19 for a 5erlO~S misdemeanor. Each day of the continuing 
20 violation of 8~eR-=a±e9 a rule after conviction 9Ra~* 
21 ae-eeHsiee=ea of a violatlon of the rule is a separate 
22 offense. Appea±5-ffiay-5e-~akeR-freffi-8HeR-eeRv~e~i8H9 
23 A conviction is subject to appeal as in other criminal 
24 cases."" 

5-3558 FILED 
APRIL 23, 1981 
6,~fU ·f'/';',/sr (" l'f-l/) 

BY ARTHUR A. SMALL, JR. 
MICK LURA 
LUCAS J. DeKOSTER 

( 
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Page 3 
,\pril 30, 1981 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
i 1 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
i 9 
20 
21 
22 
23 • 26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
311 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
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SE~ATF A.'n::\D~lE~T TO 
HOUSE FILE 467 

A~end Ho~se Pile ~67 as a~ended, passed, and 
reprinted by t:le !iouse, as follows: 

1. ?age 1, by i~serting befo~e line 1, the 
following: 

"Section 1. Section 100.1, subsection 5, Code 
1981, is aC1e..,ded to read as follo\'ls: 

5. To pro~ulgate fire safety ~e~~~at±e~s rules. 
The state fire marshal shall have exclusive right 
to promulgate fire safety rules as they apply to 
cnforce~cnt or inspection requirements by the stata 
fire mars~al, but 9tle~-~e~~±at±efts the rules sholl 
be prcC1ulgated c..,ly after publ~c hearing. Wherever 
by any statute thQ fire ~arsha~ or the depar~ent 
of public safety is authorized or required to 
promulgate, proclaim, or amend rules and m~nimu~ 
standards regarding fire ha~ards or fire safety or 
protection i~ any establishment, building or structure, 
saeh the rules and standards shall promote and enforce 
fire safety, fire protection and the elimination of 
fire hazards as the Sd~e rules may relate to the use, 
occupancy and co..,struction of "tieM the buildings, 
es ta.bl ishrnents or 5 tructures. The word n construction 11 

shall i..,clude, ~ut is not li~ited to, electrical 
wiring, pl.unbing, ~eating, lighting, ventilation, 
co~struction naterials, entrances and exits, and all 
other physical conditions of the building which may 
a;:fect fire :]uzards, safety or protection. Stlei-l The 
rules and minimum standa::ds shall be in substantiar­
co~pliance except as otherwise specificaJ.lv provided 
in this chapter, with the standards 'of the ~ational 
Fi=e ?rotcction Association relating to fire safety 
as published in the ..,ational fire codes." 

2. Page 1, by striking lines 13 through 26 and 
inserting in lieu t~ereof the fOllowing: "whether 
publicly or privately owned. Ahy-persenT-firffi-er 
ee~~e~a~±e~-~ie~a~±ft~-a~y-ef-s~eft-~ti!e5-ef-~he-ii~e 
ffie~sh~i-s~a~~-~e-~eefflecl-~tl~i~y-e£-a-siffip±e-~i9~effieafte~~ 
Violation of a rule adopted by the fire marshal is 
a s,~~ple misdemeanor; provided, hO'Never, that upon 
oroof t~at the fire marshal gave written notice to 
the defendant of the violation, and proof that the 
violation constituted a clear a..,d present danger to 
life, and pr.oof that the defe~dant failed to eliminate 
tile conditio~ giving rise to t~e violat~on withi11 
thirty days after receipt of notice fro~ the fire 
~arshal, t:le penalty ·shall be that provided by law 
for a serious rr;isde..~ear.or. Zach day or the continuing 
violation of ~tle~-~~=es a r~le after conviction 9~a!± 
be-ee~eide~e~ o~ a violation of t~c rule is a separate 
offense. n~~eai5-ffia1-be-~e~e~-f~effi-S~eft-eenv~e~±efts 



" 
Page 4 
April 30, 1981 

',)age T\<Io • 
d-3890 ' 

1 A convicti6~ is subject to appeal as ,in other criminal 
2 cases." 
3 Rules by the fire ~arshal affecting the construction 
4 of new buildings, additions to buildings or 
5 rehabilitation of existing bUildings and related to 
6 fire protection, shall be substantially in accord 
7 \<lith the provisions of the nationally recognized 
8 building and related codes adopted as the state 
9 building code or with codes adopted by a local 

10 subdivision which are in substantial accord with the 
11 codes comprising the state building code." 
12 4. By renumbering to conform to this amendment. 

H-3890 FILED 
APRIL 29, 1981 

RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
;d~ c _,.,-c.."",~/'-----' "/13/;;/ <1 /7'17) 

H-4011 
HOUSE FILE 467 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Amend amendment H-3890 to House File 467 as 
amended, passed, and reprinted by the House, as 
follows: 
. 1: P~ge 1, by striking lines 9 through 11 and 
1nsertl.ng l.n ll.eu thereof the words "building code." 

BY SCHROEDER of Pottawattamie 

• 

• 



-
AN ACT 

RR(.ATING 1'0 RULES OF THE l:'IRE MARSHAr •. 

HOUSE rILE 467 

8E IT F.NAcrro BY THE Cf::lIERAL ASSEKBJ~Y OF THE STATF. OF I O'rlA: 

Section 1. Section 100.1, ~ubscction 5, Code 1981, .lS 

amended to read as follows: 

5. To promulqate lire safety l'e4jwI6lt!:61!.8 .rules. rhe Btate 

fire marshal shall have excluslve righL to pl·onml.qatc fire 

!la fety ru les ,lS t:.l)sy appl y t.o enfol'cement or inspection 

requirements by the Gtate fire marshal, but !I"ek~l'e'1tt"at.eP\8 

the_.!....uJ..~!>. shall be promulgated only after public hearing, 
Wherevet· by <lny .. l.:ltutc the firE: marshal or the departJr.ont 

of public safety is aut.hol·izcd or required to promulgate. 

pl'oclain, or amend l:ules and ninimufU standards regarding fin~ 

hazards or fire safety 01' protect.ion in any establishment, 

building 01' St.l·ucture, Int8~ !:.~ rules and st<mdards shall 

promote and enforce fit'e sa.fety, fil'C Pl'otcction and the 

eliminat.ion of fire hazards as the saMe rules It'<lY relat.e to 

the use, occupancy and construction of 8\Ulft !!.l~ buildings, 

est.ablis~ents Ot· strllctures. The ..... ord "const.t·uctlon" shall 

include. but. is not llmi.ted to. elcctncal \oIir:ing, pluabinq, 

heating. light.ing, vent.ilation, construction matel·i.als, 

entrances ,1od exits, ant! all oUler physic<ll conditions of 

the building which nay affect fir:"f! hazard!;, safet.y or 

protection. 6\teh The niles and minimum st.,lodards shall be 

in substantial cornpl14nce except 1!l!._~~.!!'!L~!(;e flpecificilll.y 

p!"ovidc£"'lp_~_t\t!> chapter. with Ule stand;H'ds of the National 

?i re Protection Association rel,lt.ing to flre safety as 

publish€!d in the nat.ional fire codes. 

Sec. 2. Section 100.35. Code 1981. if! .;l.tr.ended to read 

as follows: 

- -
House File 461. P. 2 

100.35 RULES Or' J1ARSHAl., The fire marshal shall adopt, 

alnend, prol'l'lulqate and enforce rule& and. standal"ds relatinq 

to exits and exit li9h~s, fire escapes. fire protection, tice 
safety and the elimination of fh'e hat.ardsL. in and for 

churches, schools. hotels. theatel"S, amphitheaters, hoapi tals, 

health CAre facilities 8S defined in section 13SC.l, boardinq 

homes or housing. rest homes, dormitories. college buildin~s. 
lodge halls. club rooms, public meeting places, places. of 

amusement, apartment buildinqs, and all other buildings or 
structures in which persons congl'eqa.te frem tiroe to t.itte, 

Yhether publicly or privately owned. AP.y-,e"eeftr-hB-er 

ee~e~.t •• ft-Yie14t~a'-.fty-ei-e~eh-.~le •• ef-~e-f~~e-Ma •• hal 

eh8l1-ae-4ee.e.-!V~1~y-ef-a-8~Mp~e-•• aaekea"ar. Violation 

21-0. rule adop~py the rite marshal is a simple misdemeanor; 

provided. ho· .. ·ever. tJlat upon proof that: the fiee lIIar~hal gave 

writ.ten not.ice to the defendant of the violation, and proof 

that the viol8tio~_constltuted a clear and present danger 

to life, and prooj' that the defendant failed to eliminate 

th.~.f'...£..I'!dition giving rise t9_.~~~violation wit.hin thirty days 

alter receipt of notice fro~ the tir~ marshal. the penalty 

shall be that provided by law [or a serious misdemeanor. 

Each day of t.he continuing violation of .lII.eft-.".ee !-_rule 

after conviction .helt-ae-ee~e.4e.ea of a violation of the 

rule is a separate offense. A,pe.le-.ay-ae-~KeA-f.e.~."eft 

e8Ay*elt&fte ~onviction is s,~ject to a~ as in other 

criminal cases. 

Rule. by the fire MArshal affecting the construction of 

~e~ bUildings. additions to_buildin9s or rehabilitation of 

existing buildings and related to fit'e protection, shall be 

~qb6t-ant!~~~~~_iD~~~t~_~he provisione of the nationally 

rp'co9ni~ed building and r~latod codes adopted as the state 

building code or with codes ~dopted by a local subdivision 

which are in substant.hl accord wi th the codes comprising 

the state building code. 

% 
:-n 

~ 



House File 467. P. 3 

Sec. 3. 

Sec. 4. 

Chapter 103. Code 1981. is repealed. 
This Act takes effect July 1 following its enact-

ment with the increased penalty for violation of the fire 
marshal's rules applicable to violations committed or continued 
after the effective date of this Act. 

DELWYN STROMER 

Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

r hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 
is known as House File 467. Sixty-ninth General Assembly. 

PAT H. HARPER 

Approved 
/ / Chief Clerk of the House 

-_....,~f-!l!-/~,9 __ . 1981 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 


