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city and county zoning regulations. 
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S.F. H.F. 304 

1 Section 1. Section 358A.5, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 
2 1981, is amended to read as follows: 

3 Such regulations shall be made in accordance with a 

4 comprehensive plan aRe which is designed to lessen congestion 

5 in the street or highway; to secure safety from fire, flood, 

6 panic, and other dangers; to protect health and the general 
7 welfare; to provide adequate light and air; to prevent the 
8 overcrowding of land; to avoid undue concentration of 
9 population; to promote the conservation of energy resources, 

10 including petroleum products, fossil fuels, and other natural 

11 resources; to assure reasonable access to solar energy; to 

12 facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, 

13 sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements. 

14 Sec. 2. Section 414.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1981, 

15 is amended to read as follows: 
16 Such regulations shall be made in accordance with a 
17 comprehensive plan aRe which is designed to lessen congestion 

18 in the street; to secure safety from fire, flood, panic, and 

19 other dangers; to promote health and the general welfare; 

20 to provide adequate light and air; to prevent the overcrowding 

21 of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; to promote 

22 the conservation of energy resources, including petroleum 

23 products, fossil fuels, and other natural resources; to assure 

24 reasonable access to solar energy; to facilitate the adequate 
25 provlslon of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks, 

26 and other public requirements. 
,,' 27 EXPLANATION 

28 This bill requires city and county zoning regulations to 

29 be designed to promote energy conservation and to assure 

30 reasonable access to solar energy. It takes effect July 1 

31 following its enactment. 
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HOUSE FILE 304 
1:-3064 

1 Amend House File 304 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 13, by inserting after the word 
3 "requirements." the words "The requlations shall 
4 render unenforceable any covenant, restriction, or . 
5 conC!1.tlon conta1.ned in a deed, contract, security 
5 instrument, or other instrument affecting the transfer, 
7 sale, or 'm:erest in real pronerty \-Ihich effectively 
8 proh1.bits or restricts the installatl0n or use of 
9 a solar energy svstem. This paraqraph does not anply 

10 to provisions \vhich imnose reasonable restrictions 
11 on solar enerqy svstems. Reasonable restrictions 
12 on a solar energy system are those restrictions which 
13 do not siqnlficantly increase the co~t of the system 
14 or significantly decrease its efficiency, or which 
15 allow for an alternative svstem of comparable cost 
16 and efficiency. As used in this oaraaraph, "solar 
17 enerqv svstem" means a solar energy system as defined 
18 in sect1.on 93.22, subsection 3." 
19 2. Page 1, line 26, by ins~rting after the word 
;:0 "requirements." the words "The regulations shall 
71 render unenforceeble any covenant, restrict1.on, or 
22 condition contained in a deed, contrac~, security 
23 insrrUl~ent, or o~her instrument affecting the transfer, 
24 sale, or in~crest in real DrCDertv \-II1ich effectively 
2S prohibits or restricts ~le installat10n or use of 
26 a solar er,erGV system. This DaraqraDh does not aonlv 
27 to provision"? Hhich impose reasonable rest:r~ct:l.ons 
28 on solar enerGY svstems. Reasonable restrictions 
29 on a solar en~rqv svste~ are those restrictions which 
30 do not sicnificantlv increase the cost of the system 
31 or slGn1.flcantJv decrease 1tS eff1.ciencv, or which 
32 ~llow ior an aliernative system of comoarable cost 
33 and efficiency. As used 1n this paraGraph, "solar 
34 enerq:.' systero" means a solar energy system a!J. defined 
3S in section 93.22, subsection 3." 

H-3064 FILED BY BRUNER of Story 
FEBRUARY 11, 1981 / ( HOlvELL of Floyd 
~~~ .A<-~- ~~ ~I/(, •. '('.4.:<'1-) -

(J HOu'SE FILE 304 
'1- ,077 
.. - . OLl. follows: 

1 Amend House F~le 3 -bas trl' king ·the words "aRa 
p 1 11.0'" 4, Y s· d 2 1. age,' . -. . lieu thereof the wor 

3 which is" ana lnsertlng 1.n -
4- II an d 11 • • -b--t-~---:-i-;k-:i-n-~::-;:-th;::-:;e:-;:w:;o::-:r;::d;:r\i\l;;al<s"s;'1..U' rree:<1l1r:u:-----, 11no 11 Y 5 ~A' - ~ u 5 2. Paga-, -, ~th rd"promote" . 

. . . tin~ 1n lieU thereo- e wo - "e G and J.!!ser .- ';1 •• - tr1.Kl.ng the woldS ctn 
7 3. Page 1, .11ne 17, oy 7ieu the~eof the word 
8 which is" and 1.nse:rtlng in .l -

.-.----

9 II "''' d If assure It ana . '?3 by striking the wor 
4 0 ~ g8 1 11. ne - , , " te" 10 .,a , " thereof the wora promo . 

and inserting In ~~eu ~ 11 

BY JO(!\:SO\: of Linn 



HOUSE FILE 304 
H-3060 

1 Amend House File 304 as follows: 
2 1. Page I, by inserting after line 13 the following: 
3 "Sec_ Section 358A.15 is amended by adding 

following new subsection: 4 the 
5 NEW SUBSECTION. To authorize variances from the 

terms of the ordinance where the board finds that the 
variance under consideration will not result in a. 
nuisance or a danger to the health, safety, and welfare 
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of the community, but will result in a better conservation 
of energy resources, including petroleum products, fossil 
fuels, and other natural resources, or in helping assure 
reasonable access to solar energy." 

2. Page I, by inserting after line 26 the following: 
"Sec. Section 414.12 is amended by adding the 

following new subsection: 
NElv SUBSECTION. To authori ze variances from the 

terms of the ordinance \~here the board :inds that the 
variance under consideration will not result in a 
nuisance or a danger to the health, safety, and welfare 
of the community, but will result in a better conservation 
of energy resources, including petrole~" products, fossil 
fuels, and other natural resources, or in helping assure 
reasonable access to solar energy." 

3. By renumbering the sections as necessary to conform 
with this amendment. 

BY CO~LON of Muscatine 

HOUSE FILE 304 

Amend House File 304 as follows: 
2 1. Page I, by inserting after line 26 the 
3 following: 
1 "Sec. . It is the intent of the general assembly 
5 that the amendments made by this Act to chapters 358A 
6 and 414 shall not be construed to require zoning in 
7 a city or county that did not have zoning prior to 
8 the effective date of this Act." 

!i-30n FILED 
FEBRUARY 16, 1981 
c~J ~j -( .J-A...:k" ~j:,. (1 b ;1 '1 ) 

BY TYRRELL of Iowa 
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HOUSE FILE 304 
H-3157 

1 Amend House File 304 as follows: 
2 
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1. By striking everything after the enacting 
clause <l:1d insel.ting in lieu thereof the following: 

"section 1. section 358A. 5, unnumbered paragraph 
1, Code 1981, is D.mended to read as follows: 

Such regulations shall be made in accordance with 
a comprehensive plan and designed to lessen congestion 
in the street or highl-lay; to secure safety from fire, 
flood, pa:1ic, and other dangers; to protect health 
and the general welfare; to provide adequate light 
a:1d air; to prevent the overcrowding of land; to avoid 
u!Jdue concentration of population; to promote the 
cOllseryation of energy resources; toprnnote reasonable 
9r;G0ss __ ~_~~ol<:r enerqy; to facilitate the adequate 
provision o~ transportation, water, sewerage, schools, 
parks and Qthe~ public requirements. However, 
provision2-,of t.his section relatinq to !:he objectives 
of enen).! cJnservatl.on and acce::;;s to so.Lilr enerqy 
shall i.10t be c()n~t.f:J.c<i as vO:Ldi;)q any zoning requlation 
existir..g or. t.he effectj.ve c.e.te of t.his J\cc, or to 
require .zonin~r! a county that qid r.ot have zoning 
Erio.c to the effective da'te (if this P.C"t. 

Sec. 2. section 414.3, ur:nur,\bered paragraph 1, 
Code 1981, is iL'1lendedto Lead as follows: 

such regllietions shall be Giade in accordance with 
a comprehensive plan i':pd designed to lessen congestion 
in the street; to secure safety from fire, flood, 
panic, and other dangers; to promote health and the 
general "leI fare; to provide ade(!uate light and air; 
to prevent ·the overc:cowding of land; to ilvoid undue 
concent:;:ation of population; to pr<'m~t'" the 
consc:rv<'!tien of energy resources; to pn;>1note re_Clsonable 
access to solar enerqz.L to facilitClte the adequate 
provision of tra;.u;por"tation, vlater, se\.lerage, schools, 
parks, and other publ ic requirements. HOv,'ever, 
provisions of this section relating to the objectives 
of enc-.I9LC_()n3erVi1tio~<L~<:;~..:~s to ~iar energy , 
shall not. bu co:,strued aL voi<li~an.,. zonlnq regulatlon 
cxfstinq on the ~ffec'tive Ocytc of this Act, 0.::' to 
require: 7.0lung j.n 2. city that d{J. not have zoning 
prior to the effective date of this Act." 

H- 3157 FILED 
FEBRUARY 24, 1981 
ud,..~' ,:;/'2 (;f, ~ h) 

BY PELTON of Clinton 
JOH~SO~ of Woodbury 
JOHNSO~ of Linn 

HOWELL of Floyd 
A~DERSON of Audubon 
TYRRELL of Iowa 
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BY COmUTTEE ON ENERGY 

(As Amended and Passed by the House) 

Passed House, Date 3-2-([/ (y. 6..:J 9) Passed Senate, Date 4--?3-?/ ".139» 
Vote: Ayes 12 Nays /0 Vote: Ayes if Nays_~2,,-__ 
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S.F. H. F. ,5 () J. 

1 Section 1. Section 358A.5, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

2 1981, is amended to read as follows: 

3 Such regulations shall be made in accordance with a 

4 comprehensive plan and designed to lessen congestion in the 

5 street or highway; to secure safety from fire, flood, panic, 

6 and other dangers; to protect health and the general welfare; 

7 to provide adequate light and air; to prevent the overcrowding 

8 of land; to avoid undue concentration of population; to promote 

9 the conservation of energy resources; to promote reasonable 

10 access to solar energy; to facilitate the adequate 

11 of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks 

12 public requirements. However, provisions of this 

: : 
prov1s10n 

and other 

section 

13 relating to the objectives of energy conservation and access 

14 to solar energy .shall not be construed· as voiding any zoning 

15 regulat~on eXisting on the effective date of this Act, or 

16 to require zoning in a county that did not have zoning prior 

17 to the effective date of this Act. 

18 Sec. 2. Section 414.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1981, 

19 is amended to read as follows: 

20 Such regUlations shall be made in accordance with a 

21 comprehensive plan and designed to lessen congestion in the 

22 street; to secure safety from fire, flood, panic, and other 

23 dangers; to promote health and the general welfare; to provide 

24 adequate light and air; to prevent the overcrowding of land; 

25 to avoid undue concentration of population; to promote the 

26 conservation of energy resources; to promote reasonable access 

27 to solar energy; to facilitate the adequate prOVision of 

28 transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks, and other 

29 public requirements. However, provisions of this section 

30 relating to the objectives of energy conservation and access 

31 to solar energy shall not be construed as voiding any zoning 

32 regUlation existing on the effective date of this Act, or 

33 to require zoning in a city that did not have zoning prior 

34 to the effective date of this Act. 
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HOUSE FILE 304 

AN ACT 
INCLUDING ENERGY CONSERVATION AND SOLAR ACCESS AS OBJRCTlVES 

OF CITY AND COUNTY ZONING RBCUI.A'IIONS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY TIlE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 358A.5, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 
1981. is amended to read as follows: 

Such re9Ulations shall be made in accordance with a 
comprehensive plan and d08igned to lelJ;sen congestion in the 
street or highway; to SeCUl"e safety from Eire, !load, panic, 

and other danqers; to protect health and the general weI fare; 

to provide adequate light and air; to prevent the overcrowding 
of l&nd.; to avoid undue concentJ:ation of population; to promote 

the congervation of ~nerqy resources i_to promote reasonable 
acceaa to solar e~ to facilitate the adequate provision 
of tran9portation, water, 6ewerage, Bchools, parks and other 

public require.-nent.a. However, provi~..!,ons of this section 

relating to t.he objectives of energy conservation and access 

!-<> aolar ener..9I....shall not be construed as voiding any zon1ng 

t'cgulation existing on tl}e effective date of this ACh...£!. 
to require zoning in a county that did not. have zoning prior 

to the effective date of thia Act. 

Sec. 2. Section 414.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1981, 
is amended to read a6 follows: 

Such regulations shall be made in accordance wit.h a 

compt'ehensive plan and desiqned to lessen conqestion 10 the 

street: to secure sat'ety ft'om: fire, flood, panic, and other 

dangers; to promote healt.h and the general welfare: to provide 

adequAt.e light and air; to prevent the ove,rcrowding of land; 

to avoid undue concentrat.iol) of population; to promote the 

£2.!l!>_~rvation of.,~ne .. ~.q..ourc~. to_.promote reasol},l!ble access 

• • 
HOUBe Fila 304, P. 2 

to solar energy; to facilitate tile adequate provision of 

tr&n6porta~ion, water, sewerage. achools, parks, and other 

public requirernent6. However. provisions ~f ~is section 

rel~t.ing ~o the oblectivee ~{ energy conservation and acceas 

t.o .olar energy shall not be construed as voiding any zoning 

regylation existing on the effec~ive date of this Act, or 

to reqUire zoning in a city that did npt have %o[li1\9 prior 
to the effective date of tbi~ Act. 

DELWYN STROMER 

Speaker of the House 

TBRRY B. BRANSTAD 

Pres ident o! the Sena to 

I hereby certify that this bill ol'iqinated in t.he Rouse and 

16 known as House File 304, Sixty-ninth General Assenbly. 
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----------
ROBBRT O. RAY 

Governor 
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