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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the use of municipal sewage sludge as 

2 fertilizer. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F. __ H.F. dli;;..s 

1 section 1. section 455B.78, Code 1981, is amended by add-

2 ing the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 NEW ~~ERED PARAGRAPH. The commission shall adopt rules 

4 that allow the use of wet or dry sludge from publicly-owned 
5 treatment works for land application. An owner of a publicly-
6 owned treatment works which sells wet or dry sludge is not 
7 subject to criminal liability for acts or omissions in 

", 8 connection with a sale, and is not subject to any action to 

9 recover damages for harm to person or property caused by 

10 sludge that is delivered pursuant to a sale. Nothing in this 

11 section shall provide immunity to any person from action by 

12 the department pursuant to section 455B.82. 

13 Sec. 2. The rules promulgated under section 1 of this 
14 Act shall be generally consistent 

department existing on January 1, 

with those rules of the 

1982 regarding the land 15 

16 application of municipal sewage sludge except that they may 

17 provide for different methods of application for wet sludge 
18 and dry sludge. 

19 EXPLANATION 

20 This bill allows the use of municipal sewage sludge as 

21 fertilizer for residential and commercial application within 

22 rules that may be prescribed by the environmental quality 

23 commission. The rules will be generally consistent with those 
24 rules of the department of environmental quality existing 
25 on January 1, 1982 relating to the land application of sewage 

26 sludge. This bill takes effect July 1 following enactment. 
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Amend House File 2425 as £o11O\o/s: 
1. Pace 1, line 5, by inserting after the word 

"application. II the \vords "A sale of wet or dry sludge 
for the purpose of land application shall be • 
accompanied by a written agreement signed by both 
parties which contains a general analysis of the 
contents of the sludge. The heavy metal content of 
the sludge shall not exceed that allowed by rules 
of the department." 

2. Page 1, line 10, by inserting after the word 
IIsale li the words "unless lt is a result of a violation 
of the written agreement or if the heavy metal content 
of the sludge exceeds that allowed by rules of the 
department ll
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HOUSE FILE 2425 
H-5498 

1 Amend House File 2425 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word 
3 "action" the words "by the purchaser" . 

H-5498 FILED 
~lARCH 19, 1982 
tJd..r..p .$/"'$' 9';0 I~) 

H-5570 

BY DE GROOT of Lyon 
BYERLY of Polk 

HOUSE FILE 2425 

1 Amend amenlli~entH-5450to House File 2425, 
2 as follOWS; 
3 1. Page 1, line 9, by striking the word 
4 "department" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
5 word "commission". 
6 2. Page 1, line 14, by striking the word 
7 "department" and inserting in·1ieu thereof the 
8 word "commission". 
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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the use of municipal sewage sludge as 

2 fertilizer. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 455B.78, Code 1981, is amended by add-

2 ing the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The commission shall adopt rules 

4 that allow the use of wet or dry sludge from publicly-owned 

5 treatment works for land application. A sale of wet or dry 

6 sludge for the purpose of land application shall be accompanied 

7 by a written agreement signed by both parties which contains 

8 a general analysis of the contents of the sludge. The heavy 

9 metal content of the sludge shall not exceed that allowed 

10 by rules of the commission. An owner of a publicly-owned 

11 treatment works which sells wet or dry sludge is not subject 

12 to criminal liability for acts or omissions in connection 

13 ,-lith a sale, and is not subject to any action by the purchaser 

14 to recover damages for harm to person or property caused by 

15 sludge that is delivered pursuant to a sale unless it is a 

16 result of a violation of the written agreement or if the heavy 

17 metal content of the sludge exceeds that allowed by rules 

18 of the commission. Nothing in this section shall provide 

19 i~~unity to any person from action by the department pursuant 

20 to section 455B.82. 

21 Sec. 2. The rules promulgated under section 1 of this 

22 Act shall be generally consistent with those rules of the 

23 department existing on January 1, 1982 regarding the land 

24 application of municipal sewage sludge except that they may 

25 provide for different methodS of application for wet sludge 

26 and dry sludge. 
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HOUSE fILE 2425 

AN ACT 

RELATING 1'0 THE USE OF MUNICIPAL SEWAGE: Sr.UDGt:: AS fERTlI.IZER. 

8~ IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE or IOWA: 

Sect.ion 1. Sect.ion 4558.78, Code 1981, lf~ al~ended by add­

ing t.he follo...,ing new unnumbered paragraph: 

UEw UNNUMBRR~~ __ ~_~G~>H. The conrnis&ion shall adopt. rules 

that allow the use o{ .... et 01' dry sludge from publ icly-o""ned 

treatment works for land application. A sale of wet or dry 

sludge for the purpose of land applicoltion shall be acconpanied 

by a ', .. ritt~cn agreerr.ent signed by bot.h parties .... hich contains 

8. general analysis of the contents of the sludqe. The heavy 
metal content of the sludqe shall not. exceed that. allowed 

by rules of the commission. An O\ffler of a publicly-o'..med 

tnHltrnent ... ·orks which sells .... et or dry shldge is not subject 

La CI·ininill llability fOl" acts or omissions in connection 

.... ith a sale. and is not subject. to any action by the purChaSel" 

to recover dat:lages for narm to p~rson or property caused by 

sludge t.hat 1S delivered pu.rsuanL to a sale unless it is d 

result of a violatlon of the .... ritten agreenent. or if the heavy 

metal content of the sludge exceeds that allo .... ed by rules 

of the comniSS1on. Nothing in this section shall provide 

immunity to any person it"om action by the department pursu,mt 

to sect10n 45SB.8/.. 

Sec. 2. 'I'he niles promulgated under section 1 of this 

Act shall be gencrally consistent .... ith those rules of the 

department ~x.isting on January 1. 1982 rcg.uding the land 

application of municlpal se· ... ag~ sludge except that t.hey roilY 

House Fll~ 2425, P. 2 

provide fOI different met.hods of applicatlon for wet sludge 

and dJ:Y sludge. 
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