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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the testimony of a husband or wife as a
witness against the other.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

T

CPB-16200 2/73




__ _nr 43L5

Section 1. Section 622.7, Code 1981, is amended to read
as follows:

622.7 HUSBAND OR WIFE AS WITNESS. Neither the husband
nor wife shall in any case be a witness against the other
regarding events and conversations occurring during their

marriage, except:
1. In a criminal prosecution for a crime committed one

against the other, or
2. In a civil action or proceeding one against the other,

or

3r--fR-a~@ivii-action-by~-ene-againet-a-thrrd-party-for
atzenatrng-the-affections-ef-the-others-or

4 3. In any civil action brought by a judgment creditor
against either the husband or the wife, to set aside a
conveyance of property from one to the other on the ground
of want of consideration or fraud, and to subject the pame
property to the payment of kis the judgment.

EXPLANATION

This bill provides that the privilege of a husband or wife
not to testify against the other is limited to those events
and ccnversaticens which occurred during their marriage. The
bi1ll also deletes the reference to alienation of affection

actions in sectiocn 622.7 since such actions have been abolished

by the Iowa supreme court. The bill is effective July 1
following its enactment.
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of want of consideration or fraud, and to subject the sames
property to the payment of his the judgment.

DELWIN STROMER
Speaker of the House
HOUSE FILE 2365
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