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A BILL FOR 
tAn Act relating to the personal liability of volunteer 

2 fire fighters and rescue service operators who render 

3 emergency assistance. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF Io\~A: 
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S.L H.F. ~344 

1 Section 1. Section 613.17, Code 1981, is amended to read 
2 as follows: 
3 613.17 EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE IN AN ACCIDENT. Any person, 
4 who in good faith renders emergency care or assistance without 
5 compensation at the place of an emergency or accident, shall 
6 not be liable for any civil damages for acts or omissions 
7 unless such acts or omissions constitute recklessness. For 
8 purposes of this section, a volunteer fire fighter, a volunteer 

-9 operator of an ambulance or rescue squad service, a volunteer 
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paramedic, or volunteer emergency medical technician, who 
receives nominal compensation, shall be considered to be 
without compensation. 

EXPLANATION 
This bill provides that volunteers who give emergency help 

at a fire or medical emergency are not liable for civil damages 
unless they act recklessly in giving the help. The bill 
exempts these volunteers from civil liability even when they 
receive nominal compensation for their services. The bill 
takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 
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HOUSE FILE 2344 
5166 

2 
Amend lIouse File 2344 as follows: 

the 

3 \vord 
1. "age 1. line 9. by inserting after 
"operator" the words lIor attendant lf

• 

H-5166 FILED FEBRUARY 17, 1982 
4~ ---Its (1 4.5':') 

BY RENAUD of Polk 

HOUSE FILE 2344 
H-S173 

1 Amend dl71endment H-Sl19 to H(I".I:';e File 2344 as 
2 follows: 
3 1: Page 1, by inserting after line 9 the 
4 fol1o\Vl.c.g: 
5 "3. Page 1. line 9, by inserting after th~ word 
6 " tilt . ~ opera or a .loras "or attendant"." 

H-5173 FILED 
FEBRUARY 17, 1982 
IJI-/d ":</t/i (, LfS".2.) 

BY RENAUD of Polk 
ROSENBERG of Story 
CONLON of Muscatine 



HOUSE FILE 2344 
1I-5119 

1 
2 
3 
.-1 
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Amend House File 234~ as follovls: 
1. Page I, line 5, by striking the ~ords ·at the 

~lace of an emeraency or accIdent,· and inserting ~n 
liell thereof the following: ·~t-the-D!ftCe-of-an 
effle~~eney-er-aee~8en~7~. 

of 

,5 ;,:/;; ~ 

2. Page 1, line 6, by insertins after the \,ord 
·omissions" the foIlo.ring: "occurrinq at the nlace 
an emergency or accident or \~hile the uerson is in 
transit to or froTa the emergency or accident"~ 

'"" I ~,-

~ '" H-5119 FILED 
FEBRUARY 12, 1982 
uct.d./ _~~' '. '" J 

, .:J.I;~ (;t 4. S-.2 ) 

BY ROSENBERG of' Story 
CONLON of Huscatine 
RAPP of Black Hawk 

, II 

HO~SE FILE 234~ 
11-5151 

1 Amend House File 2344 as follows: 
2 1. Page I, line 12, by inserting after the "Iord 
3 ·compensation.·' the folloHing: "Damaqes caused by the 
4 operation of a motor vehicle ~re subject to this section, 
S if the motor vehicle is operated 1n C0r.12liance \-lith 
6 sect ion 321. 231. " 

H-S1s1 FILED BY SPEAR of Lee 
FEBRUARY 16, 1982 
(f/.tt-<..';' ..,..,_J. -r.,..u&J ""j;t(j' +".> ) 

HOUSE FILE 2344 
l!-sls2 

) Amend <lmendment ll-s1l9 to House File 2344 as follo\~s: 
2 1. Pilg8 1, by inserting a.fter line 9 the follO\-,inq: 
3 "__ Page l, lin!! 12, by inserting after the \"ord 
4 "coTa?ensation." the f0110',ing: "Damages caused by the 
5 2P.eratio:1 0:' a motor vehicle are subject to this section, 
6 if the motor vehicle 1S ops'l:ated in corr.?liance with 
7 section 321. 231."" 

H-S152 FILED 
FEBRUARY 16, 1982 
(id..r~l.,1/;;? (11 . .5'1) 

H-S15s 

BY SPEAR of Lee 

HOUSE FILE 2344 

1 
2 
3 
4 

~~end amen~ent H-5l19 to House Tile 2344 as fol10"s: 
1. Page 1, line 9, by inserting after the \'Iord 

"accident", the .;ords "or \~hile the person is at or 
beinq moved to or from an emerqency shelter", 

H-5l5s FILED 
FEBRUAHY 16, 
Ci. d.. . Ie·f ,Vir (I'f r u 

BY SC~ROEDER of Pottawattamie 

1932 
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HOUSE FILE 2344 

Judici&l')' 
Deluhery, Chair 
Sm&ll HOUSE FILE 
R·1T'~Y 

BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY ~'D 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 

(As Amended and Passed by the House 

Pas sed H 0 uS e • 

Vote: Ayes 
Date 'i-(<I-V'",(~) Passed Senate, Date 

9:;: Nays 9 Vote: Ayes '-17 
'1_ 7 -,f,f c;e 
Nays I 

Approved /10,"'0/ / fir 1,9J k--
--:...--

A BILL FOR 
IAn Act relating to the personal liability of volunteer 

2 fire fighters and rescue service operators who render 

3 emergency assistance. 

4BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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7 SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 2344 
8 H-5797 
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1 Amend House File 2344 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 11 through 18 and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "recklessness. 
5 For purposes of this section, if a volunteer fire 
6 fighter, a volunteer operator or attendant of an 
7 ambulance or rescue sguad service, a volunteer 
8 paramedic, or a volunteer emergency medical technician 
9 receives nominal compensation not based upon the value 

10 of the services performed, that person shall be 
11 considered to be receiving no compensation. The 
12 operation of a motor vehicle in compliance with section 
13 321.231 by a volunteer fire fighter, volunteer operator 
14 or attendant of an ambulance or rescue sguad service, 
15 a volunteer paramedic, or volunteer emergency medical 
16 technician shall be considered rendering emergency 
17 care or assistance for purposes of this section." 

H-5797 FILED APRIL 8, 1982 RECEIVED FROM SENATE ( 
4~ ~ <f/lt 0'.1</-';>:) 

CPlH6200 2/73 



S.F . H.F. ~.3 1-1-

. '.,-1 ... ~-~:r 

1 Section 1. Section 613.17. Code 1981. is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 613.17 EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE IN AN ACCIDENT. Any person, 

4 who in good faith renders emergency care or assistance without 

5 compensation a~-~fte-~±aee-ef-aR-eme~~e~ey-er-aee~eeR~7 shall 

6 not be liable for any civil damages for acts or omissions 

7 occurring at the place of an emergency or accident or while 

8 the person is in transit to or from the emergency or accident 

9 or while the person is at or being moved to or from an 

10 emergency shelter unless such acts or omissions constitute 

11 reckl€ssness. For purposes of this section. a volunteer fire 

12 fighter. a volunteer operator or attendant of an ambulance 

13 or rescue squad service. a volunteer paramedic, or volunteer 

14 emergency medical technician, who receives nominal 

15 compensation. shall be considered to be without compensation. 

16 Damages caused by the operation of a motor vehicle are subject 

17 to this section, if the motor vehicle is operated in compliance 

18 with section 321.231. 

19 

20u ___________________ ~~~~~~--------------------
- HOUSE FILE 2344 

2. FISCAL NOTE 
2 

2 

2, 
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REQUESTED BY SENATOR KUDART 

In compliance with a written request there is hereby submitted a 
Fiscal Note for House File 2344 pursuant to Joint Rule 16. 

H. F. 2344, An Act relating to the personal liability of volunteer 
fire fighters and rescue service operators who render emergency 
dssistance. 

No fiscal impact. 

SOURCE; DEPART,>1ENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
RECEIVED BY THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE, MARCH 12, 1982 

FILED: BY GERRY RANKIN, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
APRIL 2, 1982 
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HOUSE:iiLE 2344 8-5165 , 

1 Amend House File 2344 as amended, passed and 
2 repnnted by the House, as follows: .. 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the 

• 4 following: .. 
5 "~e<;:hon 1. Chapter 613, Code 1981, is amended 

• 

6 by aadlng the following new section: 
7 NEW SECTION. EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FOR DISASTER 
8 RELIEF AND CONTROL. A person who has agreed by written 
9 contract to ~articipate in the Iowa program for 

10 dlsaster rellef and control, known as "plan bulldozer" 
~.l.21 shall,no~ be li~le for any civil damages for acts' 

or,OmlSSl.OnS whl.le performlng under the terms of the 
13 wrltt~n contract unless the acts or omissions 
14 constltute recklessness." 
15 2. Renumber as necessary. 
8-5165.FI4ED . BYA. R. BUD KUDART 
MARCH 2, 1982 
¥vLi -"'..-'r ~ ""/'1({J,loF>'J 

U 

HOUSE FILE 2344 
8-5424 

1 Amend House'File 2344 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 11 through 18 and 
4 
5 
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inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
"recklessness. For purposes of this section, if a 
volunteer fire fighter, a volunteer ODerator Or 
a'ttendant of an ambulance or rescue squad service, 
a volunteer oaramedic, or a volunteer emergency medical 
technician receives nominal compensation not based 
upon the value of the services performed, that person 
shall be considered to be receiving no compensation. 
The operation of a motor vehicle in compliance with 
section 321.231 by a volunteer fire fighter, volunteer 
ODerator or attendant of an a~bulance or rescue sauad 
service, a volunteer paramedic, or volunteer emergency 
medical technician shall be considered rendering 
emergency care or assistance for purposes of this 
section. " 

8-5424 FILED : 
l-lARCH 31,. 1982 
tid.~Y.,j <1/7 0P/vli'{) r............ \1 

" BY COl-llHTTEE ON JUDICIARY 
LUC~S J. DeKOSTER, Ca~IR 

, 
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Hou~e Fil~ Z344. p. 2 

Q.~_c_0.E..l:!....!£ez:e4.J'~'l~ing..!'~~~~·~~iiist.ance to!.: 

~..22..~~ of ...!Bl£~p.ctt~ 

DELwYN S'tROMER 

AN ACT Speaker of t.he House 

Rl::f..ATING 'ro TID: PERSQN/\L ~lABILr'l'Y OF VOLUNTEER FrRE flGllr5RS 

A!ID AASCU'H' ~F.RVICE OPERATORS W}{O RKNDf.R £MERGf.NC'{ /.$51:)-

TANC8. 

BE 11' ENACTeD BY THE GENERAL ASSBMBLY Of THE STt\1'E or IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 613.17. Code L9AL is amended to cClI.d 

as follc~f',: 

613.17 R~lERGl::NCY ;"SSISTAHCE IN ~ >.CCll>!::NT. Any person, 

~ho lO good fait.h renders emergency c~re or aS8istanc~ ~jthout. 

compensation at-~fte-p~~ee-6f-aM-eae~!eftey-e~~aeeideh~~ shall 

not be liabJe fOI any c1.!il damages for acts or ornissioliS 

9_cS.':!.u:1.~.fl.!_t:b~"p-.!ace_2.! an _eM~'29'._~~cci.denU!...3l!U.E. 
,~~~erson is in. t.ransit to or from t.h~~e,l:'qe!:!Si:.....£!'_~c~!...~.!!~ 

2...;:., .... hl!.e_!~son is at or beinq m{)· .. e~_~o or t~!L!!D 
~(!1'ge..!:l£t...ohelt~: unless such acts or omissi(ms con",titute 

l.·ecktcssoesB. ~"2u>~o8es ,ot' this_!!..esU2.!!L~~.!.~l.!.~. 

!jE.~_U:9.).!.!~G~_v2L\!!lteer opet'~~~,tend<\nt_~_~~m!>!!~E.~ 

2..r_,£,~~c_OJ.£y~service. a volunteer P')l~~.,-.2.~_2.._v.2l.~~~ 

ert:~.!!c)' l::e.1ica1 technician receives .nominal cOlTl.e~ .. n..§~ti2!! 

~.!:.... based J!£9J.l_!P.~~~L~rvi.ce~ Let fQtT."l~ _1J:l.!~ 

~..E.~~.!.'_~.)ll_~_.ccnBidE:rp.d to be receiving no compen~dti.Qn .. 

!hc _£E..e!cJti9..n....2 . .t:._lI. O'IQta_.L.Y~hi.c~_.£2.!'~l~~ wi tJ!....s_e~tio~ 

HJ._·-.z~.~v..2.lunt~fire.-fi..9.h.~..Y.2..~nt6et·~£.1.·atDr--2:~ 

~ t tend~~.2.L~~ iUnbulllnc~£.~_.!:!:.!cue 8<.VJ2~ Ji:~~_.!Ly()lu.!!tee r 

2..<:!t.c}.!!~dic .. oz' volunteer eMergency m.edicc\..L~eC.!¥lic:LaB._s!:!~U. 

TERRY B. BRANSjAD 

Vresident of t.he Senate 

I hCl'eby cel't.ify t.hat this bill originated in the H.,)uec and 

lS Kno'''n as HOll.se File 2344. sixty-ninth Ceneral Assembly. 

APprove~ ~~_, 

ROBERT O. RAY 
Coverno.r: 

ELIZABETH A. ISAACSON 
Chi~{ Clerk of t~e House 
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