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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the authority of school districts to levy 

a tax for public educational and recreational purposes. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. '1-/3 

1 Section 1. Chapter 300, Code 1981, is repealed and sec-

2 tions 2 

3 Sec. 

through 5 of this Act are inserted in lieu thereof: 

2. NEW SECTION. PUBLIC RECREATION. Boards of 

4 directors of school districts may establish and maintain for 

5 children and adults public recreation places and playgrounds, 

6 and necessary accommodations for the recreation places and 

7 playgrounds, in the public school buildings and grounds of 

8 the district. The board may cooperate under chapter 28E with 

9 a public agency having the custody and management of public 

10 parks or public buildings and grounds, and with a private 

11 agency having custody and management of buildings or grounds 

12 open to the public, located within the school district, and 

13 may provide for the supervision and instruction necessary 

14 to carryon public educational and recreational activities 

15 in the parks, buildings, and grounds located within the 

16 district. 

17 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. TAX LEVY. The board of directors 

18 of a school district may, and upon receipt of a petition 

19 signed by eligible electors equal in number to at least twenty-

20 five percent of the number of voters at the last preceding 

21 school election, shall, direct the county commissioner of 

22 elections to submit to the qualified electors of the school 

23 district the question of whether to levy a tax of not to 

24 exceed thirteen and one-half cents per thousand dollars of 

25 assessed valuation for public educational and recreational 

26 activities authorized under sections 2 through 5 of this Act. 

27 If at the time of filing the petition, it is more than three 

28 months until the next regular school election, the board of 

29 directors shall submit the question at a special election 

30 within sixty days. Otherwise, the question shall be submitted 

31 at the next regular school election. 

32 If a majority of the votes cast upon the proposition is 

33 in favor of the proposition, the board shall certify the 

34 amount required for a fiscal year to the county board of 

35 supervisors by March 15 of the preceding fiscal year. The 
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S . F . H.F. 

1 board of supervisors shall levy the amount certified. The 

2 amount shall be placed in the schoolhouse fund of the district 

3 and shall be used only for the purposes specified in sections 

4 2 through 5 of this Act. 

5 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. DISCONTINUANCE OF LEVY. Once ap-

6 proved at an election, the authority of the board to levy 

7 and collect the tax under section 3 of this Act shall continue 

8 until the voters of the school district by majority vote order 

9 the discontinuance of the levy and collection of the tax. 

10 The tax shall be discontinued in the manner provided for 

11 imposition of the tax in section 3 of this Act. 

12 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. COMMUNITY EDUCATION. The tax levied 

13 under sections 3 and 4 of this Act may also be used for 

14 community education purposes under chapter 276. 

15 EXPLANATION 

16 This bill revises chapter 300 of the Code by updating 

17 language and by removing the requirement that only a school 

18 district in which a city is located can levy the tax for 

19 recreation purposes. The bill takes effect July 1 following 
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HOUSE HLE 143 

11- :I(l96 

1 Amend House File 143 <IS follows: 
2 1. IClge 2, line 8, by inserting after the word 
3 "until" the: \:01:d5 "the bO:lul votes to rescind the 
4 levy nnd colJ.ection of tIle tax or". 
5 2. ~age 2, line 10, by inserting after the word 
6 "disc,)))tinucci" the \-lords "in the manner provided in 
7 this ::;(-:(~ti()n Ol~lf. 

8 3. Page 2, by insertj ng after line 14 the following 
9 section: 

10 "Sec. n. ']'~X levie~ (":}IJP-r.ovcct by the vot::r.s under 
11 cllaptcr 300 prior to the c[[~ctivc date of tllis Act 
12 milY be used for the pllrpo~ss prc\'ided in sections 
13 1 through 5 of this Act il!ld Shelll be continued until 
14 discolltcinued as provided i!l section 4 of this Act." 

11·3096 FILED 
FEBRUARY 17. 1981 
ad.-;b4? J/.;. Cf ,,}<) 

BY COMI-IITTEE OK EDUCATION 
DAGGETT. eha i r 



Passed Rouse, 

Vote: Ayes 

HOUSE FILE I ~ 3. 
BY TYRRELL 

(As Amended and Passed by the House) 

Passed Senate, Date 4-. d3-ff/ r&/'-'co) 

Z" Nays_ ... J",-__ Vote: Ayes § 7 Nays II 

Approved ____ ~?n~Gy~~~~)~/~'~~~L'L/-------------

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the authority of school districts to levy 

a tax for public educational and recreational purposes. 2 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSE~1BLY OF THE STATE OF IO,.lA: 
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S.F. H.F. jJ/,E 

1 Section 1. Chapter 300, Code 1981, is repealed and sec-

2 tions 2 through 5 of this Act are inserted in lieu thereof: 

3 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. PUBLIC RECREATION. Boards of 

4 directors of schooL districts may establish and maintain for 

5 children and adults public recreation places and playgrounds, 

6 and necessary accommodations for the recreation places and 

7 playgrounds, in the public school buildings and grounds of 

8 the district. The board may cooperate under chapter 28E with 

9 a public agency having the custody and management of public 

10 parks or public buildings and grounds, and with a private 

11 agency having custody and management of buildings or grounds 

12 open to the public, located within the schooL district, and 

13 may provide for the supervision and instruction necessary 

14 to carryon public educational and recreational activities 

15 in the parks, buildings, and grounds located within the 

16 district. 

17 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. TAX LEVY. The board of directors 

18 of a school district may, and upon receipt of a petition 

19 signed by eligible electors equal in number to at least twenty-

20 five percent of the number of voters at the last preceding 

21 school election, shall, direct the county commissioner of 

22 elections to submit to the qualified electors of the school 

23 district the question of whether to levy a tax of not to 

24 exceed thirteen and one-half cents per thousand dollars of 

25 assessed valuation for public educational and recreational 

26 activities authorized under sections 2 through 5 of this Act. 

27 If at the time of filing the petition, it is more than three 

28 months until the next regular school election, the board of 

29 directors shall submit the question at a special election 

30 within sixty days. Otherwise, the question shall be submitted 

31 at the next regular school election. 

32 If a majority of the votes cast upon the proposition is 

33 in favor of the proposition, the board shall certify the 

34 amount required for a fiscal year to the county board of 

35 supervisors by March 15 of the preceding fiscal year. The 
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S.F. H.F. J;/~ 

1 board of supervisors shall levy the amount certified. The 

2 amount shall be placed in the schoolhouse fund of the district 

3 and shall be used only for the purposes specified in sections 

4 2 through 5 of this Act. 

S Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. DISCONTINUANCE OF LEVY. Once ap-

6 proved at an election, the authority of the board to levy 

t 7 and collect the tax under section 3 of this Act shall continue 

8 until the board votes to rescind the levy and collection of 

9 the tax or the voters of the school district by majority vote 

10 order the discontinuance of the levy and collection of the 

11 tax. The tax shall be discontinued in the manner provided 

12 in this section or in the manner provided for imposition of 

13 the tax in section 3 of this Act. 

14 Sec. S. NEW SECTION. COMMUNITY EDUCATION. The tax levied 

15 under sections 3 and 4 of this Act may also be used for 

16 community education purposes under chapter 276. 

17 Sec. 6. Tax levies approved by the voters under chapter 

18 300 prior to the effective date of this Act may be used for 

19 the purposes provided in sections 1 through 5 of this Act 

20 and shall be continued until discontinued as provided in 

21 section 4 of this Act. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-2-

HF 143/25C 





e 

HOUSE FILE 14-3 

AN ACT 

REI..A.TINC TO l'B):; AtITnORITY OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO LEVY A TAX 

FOR PUBLIC EI)tJCNtIOtlAL AND RY.CRBATIO~;"L PURPOSES. 

BE IT ENACTeD BY THE G.tNCRAL ASSR.'iBLY Of· 'tHE STATE OF IOWA; 

Section 1. ChaJ)t.er 31)0, Code 1981, is l'epealed and 5CC~ 

tlans 2 th!·ouql! 5 of this Act Al'e inserted in li,eu t.herec.f; 

Sec. 2. NEW .§..EC,!,.ION. PU8I.JC fI.£CRE,\TIQN. Boards of 

dl.l'ectors of school distr~ctg may est.ablish anel maintain fOl 

ell i 1 dren and adu 1 f. s puolic l:ecreat ion places ond pl aygro\Jnds. 

and OeCeIiSII:l:Y (i,ccornlnodations lot· the l'ecre<ltitm places (11)(1 

playgrounds, 'in the public I3chool DlJlld:anqs and 1J1·ound~ ,,{ 

the djstrict_. The board ~i!ly cooperat.e under chaptet· 2Bl:: ... jth 

a public ag~~ncr ha"'inq the custody ."nd man<'90m.;nt of publ ic 

parks or public buildi.ngs dnd ground<-, and with a pdvate 

3<}(":J\Cy haVing custody and manage.ment of b\Hldinqs Ot· gt'c'.mds 

op€ou to the public, located .... ithin tJle school district, and 

may provide for the supervision And inst!uctlon necessary 

to cuny on public edUC4t.ional and recreational acti'J.ities 

In t.hc parks. build:'nqs. <1nd grounds lcca.tE!d ... i.thin t.he 

district. 

• • 
Nous~ Pile 143. P. 2 

$t!c. 3. ~!!?2£CJ..!..QI1. T/..x LEVY, The bo<nd of duectoro. 

of a school distr~ct May. dod upon receipt of .a petition 

(iiqned by eligible electot''fi c<{\olal il\ numbet to at leclst t ... ·enty­

!.ive pen:e>nt of t.he nUTt'Lel' of voters at the last. llreceding 

school e 1 cetion, shall. di J:ect. the county cOfll.mi as lOne!' 0 f 

elections to sub;:'lit to the qualified electors of the school 

district the question of .... h~ther to levy a tax. of not to 
oxcell'!!d thirteen and one-h4) f cents per t'..housand dollars of 

assel;sed valuation fot public cduc.stionlll and n!'(;reatlon.al 

activities allthoL"ized under sections 2 tht'OU9h 5 of this Act. 

1 f at t.he time of filing t.he petition, it is rnore t.han three 

tr_Ol\ths until tl\(: next regula!' school election. the board of 

direct.ors shall sl..\b:nit the question at a st;>ecial election 

\o'i thin glxty days. Othel:viGc, the question shall be subni t.ted 

at t.he next requ}al' school election. 

If n majority of th~ votcr. caGt upon the proposit.1on is 

in favor of the propasit.ion, t.he board shall cettify the 

.vaoont required for a f,isca) yeaI' to the count.y board of 

supetvisors by March IS of the pr:ecedinq fiSC3l ye,u. The. 

board of supervisors shall l~vy the atr.ount eet't.if'ied. Th~ 

amount shall ve placed in the !;,choolhouse funti of the diHtict 

and shall be us~d ollly (or the ptll"poses a.pecifif'd in sections 

1, t.hrough 50 of t.his Act. 

Sec. <\ !!E.W~TIOl{. D1SCQNTINUANCE OF LEVY. Once ap-

pt'oved at "'n electi.on. tlHl' iluthol'ity of the bOAL'd to levy 

and collect the tax ~ndcr sectl0n J of this Act shall continue 

until t.he board votes to rescind the levy and collection of 

the t.ax or the voten of t.he schoel district by majorit.y vote 

order t.he discontinuance of Ule levy and collection of the 

t.ax. The tax shall be discontinued in the manner provided 

)1) this section Ot· in the I'!anner provided fOl· imposition of 

t.h~ tax 11) section 3 of Ulis Act. 

Sec, 5o. NEW SECTION. COMMUNIty gOUCATION. The tax le\'ied 

under sect.ions 3 and 4 of this Act may also be used fOl 

community education purposes under chApter 276. 
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House File 143, P. 3 

Sec. 6. Tax levies approved by the voters under chapter 

300 prior to the effective date of this Act may be used for 

the purposes provided in sections 1 through 5 of this Act 

and shall be continued until discontinued as provided in 

section 4 of this Act. 

DELWYN STROMER 
Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 
President of the senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

IS known as House File 143, Sixty-ninth General Assembly. 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 

PAT H. HARPER 
Chief Clerk of the House 

, 1981 


