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A BILL FOR 
An Act making a technical amendment to section one hundred 

fifty-six point nine (156.9), subsection three (3) of the 

Code, for the purpose of continuing the law as it existed 

prior to amendment in 1978. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 



S.L --XL H.F. 

1 section 1. Section one hundred fifty-six point nine 

2 (156.9), subsection three (3), Code 1979, is amended to read 
3 as follows: 

4 3. If the funeral director generally engages in the 
5 business of selling or issuing burial contracts or burial 

6 certificates in anticipation of the death of a person, or 
7 enters into any contract with another person to furnish funeral 

8 supplies or funeral service to persons who have been solicited 

9 by or who have agreed with that person to purchase the supp1~es 

10 or services. This subsection shall not apply to contracts 

11 with the United states or any department of the federal 

12 government or to any contract made in conjunction with the 

13 sale of any life insurance policy issued by a life insurance 
14 company licensed to transact business in Iowa. 

15 Sec. 2. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 
16 shall take effect from and after its publication in the 

17 Muscatine Journal, a newspaper published in Muscatine, Iowa, 

18 and in The Daily Gate City, a newspaper published in Keokuk, 
19 Iowa. 

20 EXPLANATION 

21 This bill amends a section of the Code which was amended 

22 by chapter 1075 of the Acts of 1978, relating to the licensing 

23 of funeral directors and embalmers. 

24 Section 156.9 of the Code sets forth grounds upon which 
25 a funeral director's license may be revoked or suspended. 

26 Prior to enactment of chapter 1075, the subsection being 
27 amended by this bill was subsection 4 of section 156.9, and 

28 it provided in pertinent part that a license could be revoked 

29 or suspended if the "licensee shall engage generally in the 

30 business of selling or issuing burial contracts or burial 

31 certificates" (emphasis added). 

32 The 1978 Act struck the word "generally", which has been 

33 lnterpreted by counsel for some funeral directors as an 

34 ~ntention by the general assembly to change the nature of 
35 the conduct which is prohibited by the subsection. The 
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1 individual legislative sponsors of the 1978 Act, which was 

2 a bill by the committee on state government, have indicated 

3 that a substantive change was not intended. 

4 This bill reinserts the word "generally" so that the effect 

5 of the prohibition is the same as it was prior to enactment 

6 of chapter 1075. 
7 The bill takes effect upon publication. 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-2-

LSB 540S 68 

Ib/sc/14 



Sr.NI\TE FI LE 88 

AN A<-'T 

MAKING A T£CJ{NICAi. AMENDMENT TO SECTION om; lIDNORED FIFTY­

SIX pOUrf NINt: (1~(,.9). SUBSEC'j'IQN 'iliRER l3) OF THE CODE. 

I-OR THt; PURI'OSE OF CONTINUING TIft: I.AW A!; 1'[ F-XlSTW PRIOR 

TO AMENlJMENT 1 N 19'/8, 

DE IT ENACTKD BY THE:: GJ::NERAt. ASSEMB(.Y 0'" nu:: STA'n: 01' IOWA: 

S~et.ion 1. Section one hundred fi ny-six poUlt nine 

(156.9). r.ubr.ection three cn, Code I9"~. lS amended to read 

at:> [oj 10\016 

J. If the funeral director generilll' engilges in the 

b\u:d'less of selling OJ' issuing burial contracts or butial 

certi(lcat.et> in anticlpatiol\ o{ the de.lth of ;1 p(;rsotl, U.i: 

ent.ers lnt.o any cont.r:act 'oil th another person to fUt'lHSh (uneral 

suppl i.es or funeral servi.c:t: 1.0 pet· sarli; \o(ho h,lve been sol ici. ted 
by or who have agrced .... it.h thdl person t.o [Hlre-hasc t.he supplicti 

at' serV1CCi>. This subscctivn Bhdll not .:tpply to coulz·.lct.s 

"'1 th the !lId ted Stdtes 01- .any depbItll!ent ot' t.he federal 

government OJ' to any contract. tbad~ in conjunctlOI\ W.l th the 

Gale of any life insurance polley issued by a !lfe insurance 

company licensed to tl'ansact bl.lsinesf> in Iowa. 
Sec. 2. This Act, being deemed of i~ediate lmportance. 

shall take effect from and after its publication in the 

Muscatine Journal, a newspapt!I pl.lblished in MtlGCdtl.ne. lolla. 
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and in the Oaily Gate City. a newspaper published in Keokuk, 

lova. 

TERRY E. 8RANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

FLOYD JL MILLEN 

speaker of the House 

1 hcreby certify ~hat this bill originated in the Senate and 

1& known as Senate File 08. Sixty-eighth General Assembly. 

Al>prOVed~ __ ' 

---'-'--'---'--
ROBERT V. RAY 

GQveInol 

FAANK J. STORK 
s~c,etary of the Senate 
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