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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to delete all placement investigation requirements 

2 in stepparent adoptions. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASS&~BLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ..:<8' H.F. 

1 Section 1. section six hundred point eight (600.8), sub-

2 section two (2), paragraph a, Code 1979, is amended to read 
3 as follows: 
4 d. A preplacement investigation and report of the investi-
5 gation shall be completed and the prospective adoption peti-
6 tioner approved for a placement by the person making the in-
7 vestigation prior to any agency or independent placement of 

8 a minor person in the petitioner's home in anticipation of 
9 an ensuing adoption. A report of a preplacement investigation 

10 that has approved a prospective adoption petitioner for a 
11 placement shall not authorize placement of a minor person 
12 with that petitioner after one year from the date of the 

13 report's issuance. However, if the prospective adoption 
14 petitioner is a-8Ee~~a~eHE-e~ a relative within the fourth 
15 degree of consanguinity who has assumed custody of a minor 
16 person to be adopted, a preplacement investigation of this 
17 petitioner and a report of the investigation may be completed 
18 at a time established by the court or may be waived as provided 
19 in subsection 12 of this section. 
20 Sec. 2. 

21 tion seven 
22 7. Any 
23 tion shall 

section six hundred point eight (600.8), subsec­
(7), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

investigation or report required under this sec­
not apply when the person to be adopted is an adult 

24 or when the prospective adoption petitioner or adoption 
25 petitioner is a stepparent of the person to be adopted. 
26 Sec. 3. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), subsec-
27 tion twelve (12), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
28 12. Any investigation and report required under SUbsection 
29 1 of this section may be waived by the court if the adoption 

30 petitioner ±8-a-s£e~~afeH£-ef-eF is related within the fourth 
31 degree of consanguinity to the person to be adopted. 

32 Sec. 4. This Act is effective on January first following 
33 its enactment. 

34 EXPLANATION 
35 This bill eliminates the requirement for a placement 
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investigation 

stepparent of 

January first 

S.F. 2R: H.F. 

when the propsective adoptive parent is cl 

the person to be adopted. The bll1 is effective 

following its enactment. 
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H-5609 
SENATE FILE 28 

1 Amend Senate File 28 as follows; 
2 1. Page 1, by ~nserting before line 1 the following 
3 new sect.ion: 
4 "Section 1. Section six hundred point seven 

~5 (600.7), SUbsection, tv,,'O (2), paragraphs band c, Code 
1979, are amended to read as follows: . 

7 h. If by any e~H~~ ether uer50n ~0-~e-a~ee~e~, 
8 either 1n the presence of tne' court in which the 
9 adoption petition is filed or before a notary public, 

10 e~--if-~y-aRy-ee~eE-perseR7-hefe~e-a-Ae~ary-,~~~ie~« 
11 2. Page 1, line 25, by inserting after the word 
12 "adopted." the words "Hmlever. in t~e c<lse of a 
13 stcpj2arent adoption. the COUl:t. UDon the reouest of 
14 all int~=e5;'ed per-so!"': or on its 0'.-11'1 rr.otion stntir.q 
15 the l·ea:~or.s 1;herefor of record. m:tv ,,:co.,::r an 
16 I~t:Lc;?:tiO:l or rt~nort DUrStlllr.t to t~is section. 11 

17 3. Page 1, by striking llnes 32 ~~d 33. 
IB 4. Arner:d t!1e <;:i tle, by striking lines 1 and 2 
19 and inserting in lieu thereof ';;he words "lI.n Act 
20 relating to preplacement investigation requirements 
21 for adoptio~s and to consent to adoDtions. ': 
22 S. By correcting section numbe:.s and intern<ll 
23 references as made necessary by this amendnlent. 

H-5609 FILED 
"'.ARCH 20, 1980 
<:(.~ f ..... p .'=.,i ~./;. / ~ .' ~~' ; '. 

S-5695 

BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & LAW ENFORCEMENT 
SHHlANEK, Chair 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 28 

1 Amend Senate File 28 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the following 
3 new section: 
4 nSection 1. Section six hundred point seven 
5 (600.7), subsection two (2), paragraphs band c, Code 
6 1979, are amended to read as follows: 
7 b. If by any ad~!~ other person ~e-be-ade~~ed, 
8 either in the presence of the court in which the 
9 adoption petition is filed Or before a notary public. 

10 e~--~£-~y-eRy-e~fte~-~e~seR,-before-a-Re~ary-~~b~ie~" 
11 2. Page 1, line 25, by inserting after the word 
12 "adopted." the words "However, in the case of a 
13 stepparent adoption, the court, upon the request of 
14 an interested person or on its own motion stating 
15 the reasons therefor of record, may order an 
16 investigation or report pursuant to this section." 
17 3. Page 1, by striking lines 32 and 33. 
18 4. Amend the title, by striking lines 1 and 2 
19 and inserting in lieu thereof the wordS "An Act 
20 relating to preplacement investigation requirements 
21 for adoptions and to consent to adoptions." 
22 5. By correcting section numbers and internal 
23 references as made necessary by this amendment. 

S-5695 FILED 
APRIL 10, 1980 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 
( . '. ,r..f!-,-:I /-J'? //../:: a } 

I ~ ,r, " ()_' <!. < ,_ ". /.;;' 1)1.. / , '.: 
-r'~' -. -- - - ,-
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SENATH FILS 28 

AN ACT 

RELA'l'ING 1'0 PREPLACEKEN'r IlNESTIGA'I'ION kEQUIIU;M.EN'TS FOR ADOP­

TIONS AND TO CONSY.NT TO ADOPTIONS. 

BE 1'1' ENACTED BY THB Gf.:NERAL ASSEMBI. 'i or TIlE STA'tH OF I O .... ·A: 

Sect.on 1. Section six hundl't:d point seven (600.7), 

suhsection two (2). paragnl.phs band c. Code 19;9. 'lL e at"Iended 

to read as follo~s: 

b. I ( by any 8th.l\:. othe:!". person te-)jl'!-atl.a,."etl. elther 

1n the pr~sencn of the court in which Ule adoption pet.)t,lon 

it:. filed or befoJ"o ~ notll'[Y public. 

a., - -i f -ey- It fty-et,I'lln -p e l' B6ftT - .. efel'e - fl- n&" tl:t!'y-,nlh 1 t e ... 

Sec. 2. Section SlX hundred pOint. eight: (600.8), sub­

&ection t .... o (2). paragt"aph lI., Code 1.979. is <\11lended t.O I'cad 

as follo .... s: 

Ii. A prepl acenent invet t i 98 ti on and report of '-he i nve!> t i­

qat-ion shall be completed and the pro!;pec:tive adopt.ion pet-i· 

tionet' approved fOJ:' a placel!'ent by the pell·son making t.he in­

vcr.tigation prIor t-o .:lny agency or independent. placement of 

a minot· person in the pet.itioner's hOD\C in anticipation of 

an ensuinq adopLion. A t·epol't of ill pt·eplacenent investigation 

that has approved <t prosp6ctive adoption pet.it.ionet· for il 

placement shall not. authot·ize place~lent of a !'linot' pet·son 

.... lth tllat petiLioner aftcl.' one year from the date of the 

report's iS8uance, Ho-wever, it the prospect.ive adoptlon 

petitioner is a-It • ..e".peRt-ap a rclat.iv\! .... ithin t.he fourt.h 

deQl·ee of consanquini t.y .... ho has iIIs&U!ned custody ot' a minor 

per SOil to CPo adopted, a preplacernent lnvestigbtion of this 

peLitioner and d report of the irlvestiqation may be completed 

at. a tj,D\e established by the court or may be ..... uved as J.>l:ovided 

in subi>ect.ion 12 of this section. 

Sec. 3. scct.lon SlX hundred point eight (600.8), !;ubsec­

tlon geV8n (7), Code 1979, is atr.ended to read a~ fo11o .... s: 

-, Any investiq .. ,tion or report. n:quired under thi~ :~ec· 

tion IOnall not. apply .... hen t.he pe1'90n to be adopted lS all a~11l1 t 

- e 
Senate file 28, P. :7. 

or when the PJ::.9.~i"'~!-.l...~«Ladop.~ton peti t~£!\.~L_9.~ adoptiol} 

E.~_~.i_~~Cl.ry.I!..l.~ is a f't,epparent. of t.E.£...person to b~ .. i's!f'pted, 

}Jo .... ev(':': . .L.. t~._!-he case of a I:>teppan>Jl]t. <:!Idoption. th~ __ ~.oUl·t, 

upon the requo.!!_t:. .. gL~J~ __ in.~c:.;-.c.~ted person or on its o .... F!.~Qtion 

~!.~t.)X~ the reasons therefor o(_~:~cord, may or_~.~·_.!!~ 

)nvesti9,1t.i.~~ .. 9~_'!'£'p.<?1't pursuant to t.~.i.~ ... s.ection. 
Sec. 4. Sp.ction six hundred point e1ght (600. a). subsec· 

tion tw~lve (12). Code 1<J?<J, is arrended to rCcld a1> fo1}m .. -s: 

12, Any inveGtigation anl1 report. l.'cquired under subsection 

of this section may be .... aived by the court it the adoption 

petit.ioner .1I!!I·a-at.e'~fle'el'l"-e£-el' i!) I·elat.ed within the fourth 

deq!:ee of consanguinit.y to t.he person t.O be adopt..ed. 

't~RR'f 1-:. BRANSTAD 

Pl·esidcnt of the Senat.e 

,",' I LL 1 AM JJ, HARBOR 

Speaket of, the House 

I hereby cCl·tify that t.hi9 bill oriqinated in the Senate and 

is ;:no .... n as Senate File 2B, Sixty-eighth Genet·al Assomhly. 

Approved /-U50 -Cft 

ROBERT D. RAy 

Gover:nor 

1.980 

FRANK ,J. STORK 

Secretary of t.he Senate 
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