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An Act to delete all placement investigation requirements

in stepparent adoptions.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section six hundred point eight {(600.8), sub-
section two (2), paragraph a, Code 1979, is amended to read .
as follows:

a. A preplacement investigation and report of the investi-
gation shall be completed and the prospective adoption peti-
tioner approved for a placement by the person making the in-
vestigation prior to any agency or independent placement of
a minor person in the petitioner's home in anticipation of
an ensuing adoption. A report of a preplacement investigation
that has approved a prospective adoption petitioner for a
placement shall not authorize placement of a minor person
with that petitioner after one year from the date of the
report's issuance. However, if the prospective adoption
petitioner is a-stepparent-er a relative within the fourth
degree of consanguinity who has assumed custody of a minor
person to be adopted, a preplacement investigation of this
petitioner and a report of the investigation may be completed
at a time established by the court or may be waived as provided
in subsection 12 of this section. .

Sec. 2. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), subsec-
tion seven (7), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows:

7. Any investigation or report required under this sec-
tion shall not apply when the person to be adopted is an adult
or when the prospective adoption petitioner or adoption

petitioner is a stepparent of the person to be adopted.
Sec. 3. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), subsec-
tion twelve (12), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows:
12. Any investigation and report required under subsection

1 of this section may be waived by the court if the adoption
petitioner :s-a-stepparent-ef-eor¥ 1s related within the fourth
degree of consanguinity to the person to be adopted.
Sec. 4. This Act is effective on January first following
i1ts enactment.
EXPLANATION
This bill eliminates the requirement for a placement
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1 investigation when the propsective adoptive parent is &

2 stepparent of the person to be adopted. The bill i1s effective
3 January first following 1ts enactment.
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SENATE FILE 28

H-5609

1 Amend Senate File 28 as follows:

2 1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the following
3 new section:

4 "Section 1. Section six hundred point seven

5 (600.7), subsection two (2), paragrapns b and c, Code
\%\&239, are amended to read as follows: :
7 b. If by any edelz cther person £a-be-adepted,

8 eithe; 1n the presence of tne court in which the

9 adoption petition is filed or before a notary public.
i0 €z--if-by-any-ethex-person;-befeore-a-notary-pubiie-"
11 2. Page 1, line 25, by inserting after the word

12 "adopted." the words "However, in the case of a

13 stepparent adoption, the court, upon the recuest of
14 an interested person or on 1ts OWh metsion stating
15 the reasons therefor of recerd, wmav oraer an

16 investigation or renort pursuant to £ais section."
17 3. Page 1, by striking lines 32 and 33.

18 4. BAmend the title, by striking lines i and 2
19 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "“Ap Act
20 relating to preplacenent investigation reguirements
21 foxr adoptions and to consent to adonticns. Y

22 5. By correcting section numbers and internal

2 refcrences as made necessary by this amendment.
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HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 28
5-5685

Amend Senate File 28 as follows:

1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the following
new section: '

"Section 1. Section six hundred point seven
(600.7), subsection two (2), paragraphs b and ¢, Code
1979, are amended to read as follows:

b. 1If by any aduit other person te-be-gdepted,
either in the presence of the courxrt in which the
adoption petition is filed or before a notary public.
10 es--i€-by-any-othev-persony-before-a-netary-puptze-"
11 2. Page 1, line 25, by inserting after the word
12 "adopted." the words "However, in the case of a
13 stepparent adoption, the court, upon the regquest of
14 an interested person or on its own motion stating
15 the reasons therefor of record, may order an
16 investigation or report pursuant to this section.”

17 3. Page 1, by striking lines 32 and 33,

18 4., BAmend the title, by striking lines 1 and 2
19 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "An Act

20 relating to preplacement investigation requirements
21 for adoptions and to consent to adoptions.®
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22 5. By correcting section numbers and internal
23 references as made necessary by this amendment.
5-5695 FILED RECEIVED FRCM THE HOUSE
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SENATE FILE Z8

AN ACT
RELATING TO PREPLACEMENT I[MVESTIGATION REQUIREMENTS FOR ADOP-
TLONS AND TO CONSENT TO ADOFTIONS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATH OF I[OWA:

Section 1. Section six hundred point seven {600.7),
subgectioh two (2), paragraphs b and <. Code 1579, are amended
to read as follows:

b. If by any aduit other person te-he-adepted, either

the prasence of the court in which the adoption petition

filed or before a notary public.

gv~=if-By-any-sthar-persony-before~-a-norary-pubiies

Sec. 2. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), sub-
section two (2). paragraph a, Code 1979, is amended to read
as follows:

a. A preplacement investigation and report of the investi-
gation shall be completed and the prospective adoption peti-
tioner approved for a placerent by the poerson making the in-
vegtigation prior to any agency or independent placement of
a minor person in the petitioner's heme in anticipation of
an ensuing adoption. A report of a preplacenent invastigation
that has approved a prospective adoption petitioner for a
placement shall not authorize placenent of a minor person
with that petitioner after one year from the date of the
report's issuance. However, if the prospective adoption
petitioner is e-mwepparent-ar a relative within the fourth
degree of consanguinity who has assumed custody of a minor
person to ke adopted, a preplacement 1nvestigation of this
petiricner and a report of the investigation may be completed
at a time established by the court or may be waived as provided
in subsection 12 of this section,

Sec. 3. Section six hundred point eight {(600.8), subsec~
tion geven (7)., Code 1979, is arended to read as follows:

7.  Any investigation or report required under this sec-
tion ghall not apply when the person to be adopted 13 an adult

Senate Filc 28, P. 2

adoption

adopted.

However, in the case of a steppavent adoption, the court,

upon the request of an intcrested person or on itse own motion
stating the reasons therefor of record, may order an
investigation or report pursuant to this section.

sec. 4. Section six hundred point eight (600.8), subsec-
tion twelve (12), Code 1979, 1s amended to read as follows:

12. Any investigation and report required under subsection
of this section may be waived by the court if the adoption
petitionar ie-a-stepparempt-esf-or is related within the fourth

degree Of consanguinity to the person to he adopted.

TERRY E. BRANSTAD
President of the Scnate

WILLIAM B. HARBOR
Speaker of the House

1 hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and
is known as Senate File 28, Sixty-eighth General Assembly.

J. STORK

FRANK
- ;5?0 Secretary of the Senate
Approved _[ . , 1980

ROBERT D, RAY

Governor




