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A BILL FOR

An Act to legalize certain plats of city or town lots
recorded before January 1, 1970.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section five hundred ninety-twce point three
{5¢2.3}, CTode 1¢79, is amended to read as fcllows:

532.3 CITY AND TOWN PLATS. 1In all cases where, prior
tec January 1, %950 1970, any perscny-pers8ensy-or-cerpsrations
heve has ilaid out any parcel of land into town cr city lots

and the plat er-piate-thereef-have of the lots has been

recorded ané the same plat appears to be insufficient because
of failure to show certificates of the county 3udge clerk

of the district court, county treasurer, or ccunty recorder,

or the affidavit and bond, if any, and the certificate of

approval of the local governing body or because sa:d the

certificates are defective, or because of a failure to fully
comply with all of the provisions of chapter 409 of the Codes
38508 of 1966 as amended to December, 31, 1969, or corresponding
statutes of earlier Codes, or because said the plat failed

to show signatures or acknowledgment of proprietors as provided
by law, or because saxd the acknowledgment was defective,

and, subseguent to sueh the platting, lots ox subdivisions
thereef of the lots have been sold and conveyed, all such

sazd plats which have not been vacated ard-have-been-of-recerd

for-a-perzod-ef-twenty-years-orx-mexe, are hereby legalized
and-made-eof-futi-foree~and-effeet as of the date of the-making
thereef the recording of the plat, the same as though all

certificates have been attached and all the other necessary
steps taken as provided by law, and the record thereef of

the plat shall be conclusive evidence that the person;-perserss
£32rm;-or-ecerperation-were—-the-proprietors was the proprietor

of suek the tract of land and the ewners-thereef owner of

the tract at the time of sa:d the platting, and that sazd

the tract of land was free and clear of all encumbrances
unless an affidavit to the contrary was filed at the time

of recording sueh the plat. After-Januwary~2;-3954;-ne-aetien
shali-be-brought-te-estabiinh -enfeoree--0r-recover-any-righés
txtter-2nterests-tien,-or-condirtion-eninting-at-the-time-of
the-plateing,-adverse-te-er-against-a~clear;-abselute--and
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aRguat:fied-title-2n-fee-simple-in-the~owner-er-ewnera- After
dannary-1,-3968 July 1, 1981, no action shall be brought on
any cause arising betweer-Jaruary-1--1530;-and-Decembex-3%+

1949--rnetusrve after December 31, 1949, and before January

1, 1970, to establish, enforce, or recover any right, title,
interest, lien, or condition existing at the time of the
platting between-the-dates-aferepaxd after December 31, 1949,

and before January 1, 1970, and adverse to e¥-agaimnst a clears

abseiuteyr and ungqualified title in fee simple in the owner

er-ewners unless on or before July 1, 1981, there is filed

in the office of county recorder of the county where the real

estate involved is located a written statement, acknowledged

by the claimant, definitely describing the real estate

involved, stating the nature and extent of the right or

interest claimed, and stating the facts upon which the claim

is based.
Sec. 2. This Act becomes effective January first following
its enactment.

EXPLANATION

This bill legalizes plats of city or town lots recorded
from January 1, 1950 through December 31, 1969, sold and not
vacated, which may be insufficient because of:

1. Failure to show certificates of the county clerk of
the district court, county treasurer, or county recorder,
or the affidavit and bond, if any. and the certificate of
approval of the local governing body.

2. Defective certificates.

3. Failure to comply with the provisions of chapter 409
of the 1966 Code as amended to December 31, 1969 or of
corresponding sections of prior Codes.

4. Failure to attach signatures and acknowledgments of
proprietors.

5. Defective acknowledgments.

The bill also provides that after July 1, 1981, an action

cannot be brought to establish, enforce, or recover a right,
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title, interest, lien or condition existing at the time of

a platting which occurred after December 31, 1949 and before
January 1, 1970 unless on or before July 1, 1981, a claim

is filed with the county recorder of the county where the

real estate inveolved is located.
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SENATE FILE 2275

AN ACT
TO LEGALIZE CERTAIN PLATS OF CITY OR TOWH LOTS RECORDED
BEFORE JANUARY 1, 1970.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF I1CWA:

Section 1. Section five hundred ninety-two point three
{592.3), Coda 1979, is anended to read as follows:

$92.3 CITY AND TOWN PLATS. In all cases where, prior
vo January 1, 956 1970, any pPorSonr-petesany-uoX-derporaktiony
Rave has laid out any parcel of land into town or city lots

and the plat er-piats-wherssf-have of the lots has been

recorded and the mame plat appears to be insufficient because
of failure to show certificates of the county judge clerk
of the district court, county treasurer, or county recorder,

or _the affidavit and bond, if any, and the certificate af
approval of the logal governing body or because said the
certificates are defective, or because of 2 failure to fully
conmply with all of the provisions of chapter 409 of the Coder
959 of 1966 as_amended to December, 31, 1969, or corresponding

statutes of earlier Codes, or because said the plat tailed
to show signatures or acknowledgment of prcoprietors as provided
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by law, or becausec eatd the acknowledgment was defective,

and, lots or subdivisions
thervuf of the lots have heen sold and conveyed, all such

sasd plats which have not Leen vacated amd-have-peaen-of-reeord
for-a-period-vfi-ewenty-yearp-sr-more, are hershby legalized
and-made-of-fuki-forme-and-eifeot as of the date of the-making
theresf the_recording of the plat, the same as though all
certificates have been attached and all the other nocessary
steps taken as provided by law, and the record etheresf of

the plat shall be conclusive evidence that the personr-pe¥sendr

fFmy-nr-asrparatson-wars-the-pEsprieters wag the proprietor
of sdeh the tract of land and the ewners-thereef owner of

the tract of land was free and cleayr of all encumbrances
unless an affidavit to the contrary was filed at the time

of recording suweh the plat. After-danuary-ir-3964y-no-aation
shati-Pe-pProught-te-entablivhr-unfaroer-osr-recover-aRy-righty
trtier-sREENFRBEy~RieNy-OFr-QgORdEtION-aniobing-nk-Lhe-trmea-of
tha-pratsingr-adverse-to-or-againpe-a-etearr--absoluter-and
uRgualsfiad-tatie-in-fon-vinple-in-the~ovner-sr-evwnersy After
Janwary-1r-3968 July 1, 1981, nc action shall be brought on
any cause arising betweem-January-i--1930r-and-bBevember-3ir
3949y -inedunive after December 31, 1949, and before January

1, 1970, to establish, enforce, or reccover any right, title,
interest, lien, or condition exiating at the time of the
platting bakween-the-datea-~afsrcoatd after Cecerber 31, 1949,
and before January 1, 1970, and adverse to sr-agains® a clearr
abseivbery and ungqualified title in fee simple in the owner
er-owners unless on or before July 1, 1981, there is filed

in _the office of ¢ounty recorder of the county where the real
estate involved is located a written statement, acknowledged
by the claimant, definitely describing the real estate
involved, stating the nature and extent of the right or
interest claimed, and stating the facts upon which the clain
is hased.
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Sec. 2. This Act becomes effective January first following .
1ts enactment.

TERRY E. BRANSTAD
President of the Senate

WILLIAM H. HARBOR
Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and
is known as Senate File 2275, Sixty-eighth General Assembly.

FRANK J. STORK
Secretary of the Senate

Approved ?fzg?c? , 1980

ROBERT D. RAY

Governor




