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A BILL FOR 
Act to legalize certain plats of city or town lots 

recorded before January 1, 1970. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

CPC-16'~1 12:72 



E.F. 

1 s<:ction 1. Section five hundred ninety-two point 

2 (592.3), ~ode 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

three 

3 592.3 CI~ AND TOWN PLATS. In all cases where, prlor 

4 to J~nuary 1, ±95Q 1970, ~ny person/-~ereeRs,-e~-ee~S~at~eRe 

J liave has laid out any parcel of land into town or city lots 

5 and the plat e~-~±a~s-~fiefee£-Raye of the lots has been 

7 recorded and the same plat appeers to be insufficient because 

8 of failure to show certificates of the county ~Ha~e clerk 

9 of the district court, county treasurer, or county recorder, 

10 or the affidav1t and bond, if any, and the certificate of 

11 approval of the local governing body or because ea~a the 

12 certificates are defective, or because of a failure to fully 

13 comply with all of the provisions of chapter 409 of the Code, 

14 ~95e of 1966 as amended to December, 31, 1969, or corresponding 

15 statutes of earlier Codes, or because ea~a the plat failed 

16 to show signatures or acknowledgment of proprietors as provided 

17 by law, or because ea~a the acknowledgment was defective, 

18 and, subsequent to sNeR the platting, lots or subdivisions 

19 ~Re~eef of the lots have been sold and conveyed, all such 

20 sa~a plats which have not been vacated aHa-fiave-BeeH-ef-~eeeFa 

21 £ef-a-peF~ea-e£-~weR~y-yea~s-eF-ffleFe, are ftefeey legalized 

22 afia-maae-e£-fN±±-feFee-aRa-ef{ee~ as of the date of ~fte-mak~R~ 

23 ~ftefeef the recording of the plat, the same as though all 

24 certificates have been attached and all the other necessary 

25 steps taken as provided by law, and the record efieFeef of 

26 the plat shall be conclusive evidence that the person,-~eFseRB7 

27 f~Fffi,-eF-ee~eFa~~eH-wefe-~8e-~Fep~~e~eFB was the proprietor 

28 of Btleft the tract of land and the eWReFS-€ftefee£ owner of 

29 the tract at the time of ee~a the platting, and that Ba~a 

30 the tract of land was free and clear of all encumbrances 

31 unless an affidavit to the contrary was filed at the time 

32 of recording stieR the plat. Af~eF-JaHtlaFy-i,-i954,-He-ae~~eR 

33 sRa±±-Be-BFetl~R~-~e-es~aB±~Bft,-eRfeFee7-ef-feeeveF-aHY-F~~ft~, 

34 ~~t±e,-~RteFeBt,-±~eR,-eF-eeHa~t~eH-eH~s~~R~-a~-~e-~~me-ef 

35 ~e-p±ae~~R~7-aavefBe-te-eF-e~e~Hs~-a-e±eef,-aBee±tI~e,-aRa 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 ~H~a~~£~ea-~~~~e-~R-£ee-B~M~~e-~ft-~fte-BWReF-eF-ewReFB~ After 

2 JaRHBFY-%7-±968 July 1, 1981, no action shall be brought on 

3 any cause arising Be~weeR-JaRHaFY-%7-±93Q,-aRa-BeeeMSeF-~±, 

4 ±949,-~Re~HB~ve after December 31, 1949, and before January 

5 1, 1970, to establish, enforce, or recover any right, title, 

6 interest, lien, or condition existing at the time of the 

7 platting Be~weeR-~Re-aa~eB-afeFeBa~a after December 31, 1949, 

8 and before January 1, 1970, and adverse to eF-a~a~RB~ a clear, 

9 aBBe±H~eT and unqualified title in fee simple in the owner 

10 Bf-BWReFB unless on or before July 1, 1981, there is filed 

11 in the office of county recorder of the county where the real 

12 estate involved is located a written statement, acknowledged 

13 by the claimant, definitely describing the real estate 

14 involved, stating the nature and extent of the right or 

15 interest claimed, and stating the facts upon which the claim 

16 is based. 

17 Sec. 2. This Act becomes effective January first following 

18 its enactment. 

19 EXPLANATION 

20 This bill 

21 from January 

legalizes plats of city or town lots recorded 

1, 1950 through December 31, 1969, sold and not 

22 vacated, which 

23 1. Failure 

may be insufficient because 

to show certificates of the 

of: 

county clerk of 

24 the district court, county treasurer, or county recorder, 

25 or the affidavit and bond, if any, and the certificate of 

26 approval of the local governing body. 

27 2. Defective certificates. 

28 3. Failure to comply with the provisions of chapter 409 

29 of the 1966 Code as amended to December 31, 1969 or of 

30 corresponding sections of prior Codes. 

31 4. Failure to attach signatures and acknowledgments of 

32 proprietors. 

33 5. Defective acknowledgments. 

34 The bill also provides that after July 1, 1981, an action 

35 cannot be brought to establish, enforce, or recover a right, 
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5 . i" . H.F. 

1 title, interest, lien or condition existing at the time of 

2 a platting which occurred after December 31, 1949 and before 

3 January 1, 1970 unless on or before July 1, 1981, a claim 

4 is filed with the county recorder of the county where the 

5 real estate involved is located. 
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SENATE FI L.E 22'15 

AN ACr 

TO LEGAL] ZE CERTA 1 N PI..h'l'S or CITY OR TO""1. LOTS RECOHDEf> 

BEFORE JANUARY 1, 1970. 

BE IT trnACTEO BY 11iE GEt.."ERAL ASSBMBI.Y or TIfE STATE OF IO· .... A: 

Section 1. Section five hundred uinety-t.wo point thl'ec 

(592.3). Codt, 1<J'!9, is anended to l"p-ad lUi follows: 

592.3 CITY MID TOWN PI..ATS. In all cases where, 1'1"1or 

~o January 1, 1959 1970, any pcrsonT~pe~e&ft~T-8~-6e~pera .. ~eK9 

)ulVe hilS laid out any parc~l of land into town or Clty lots 

nnd the plat e,,-ptlll~.-_)\8~eef-Rave 9L_lJ~~ lotc h,15 been 

recorded and t.he IHa".1! £!.!!:. appcani to bp insufficient because 

of (allure t.o show cC1.'tiflC&t.ea of t.he county ;l:Id,e ::;lerk 

~~.!Ls!istrict court. county treasurer, at" county recorder. 

~~.H.idayit:. and bond, i,e iU~( and the ceE~_~Qt;:ate of 

approval 0~._.~~,~ .. ,1,<?:r:.~.Lg.Q\'ernin9 bo~y Ol' beCbUg~ IUlt" ~e 

cectifi.cates are defect.ive, or because of ~ failure to fully 

conp 1 y 'tIi th all of the p r~v i 6 iona of (""help ter -109 01· the Codc? 

HISe ?..LJ.~_f.,~......2:!!IAnded ~? .l2..ecember, 3) . ..01 1969, 01· corresponding 

statut.es of earlier Codes, or· because eetll ~£: plat failed 

to shoY (;iqnatures or acknowledqment. o! prcprlE!tors as p1·ovided 

- -
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by 1 a .... , 01" lIe<::busr: aa,i,Ei th~ acknowledgment. was defect.ive, 

and, !J.ub!Jequent. t.o ""tIeh .~~~ platting, lots or subdivisions 

t.hef'tHff '.?f __ t:.~~ ... ~.?..t;._~ have been sold and conveyed. all such 

Ba~d plats which have not ~e~n vacated e"«-heye-.eeft-aE-~a8a.a 

far-4-pel'i,ed-ef-.. we,,\;y-yaef"~-er-.tn'e. are )!.ere8y legal ized 

ftMfi-l'II.ati.e-ei-ftttl-iell'f!e-al'l"-efieeit: as of the date of ~e-llaki:ftfJ 

tku·eaf !-!"tg_~~£Q.!:.~of th~ __ l?lat. the satl'le as though all 
certificates have been attached .. nd all the other necessary 

lloteps t.aken as provided by 1<1\.1. and t)le record Ulef'ee{ of 

!-J.!.I!....2.!..!.!. shall be conclusive evidence that tile pel·SOl"l?-pe ... e".,. 
hrl'l\T-8"-f!el"Juu·e~*,e"-\ofet·e-\1\e-pl;epf".ete1'9 was _!.!!.e propt ietol· 

of fUtl!!ft t.he tt·act of land and the ."'"el'e-Mu!f'eef 9.!'..!~r of 

.tile tract. aL \.he tiC"le of uitl .t;.}~~ platt.ing. and that aat .• 

.~.I_1.~ t.ract of land was free and clf!iu· of all encumbrances 

unless an affidavit:. to the contl·II.l"Y was filed at the time 

of recording alteh ~he pl'lt. At:tel'-Cla."\tf\rY-.T-~9&·h-t\e-lle~.e" 

eh8tt-8p.-brelt!ht-~e-e~\ftBl~eh?-~hfe.eaY-.Il'-reeeyef"-IlMY-1'.,ktT 

ti:\teT-~R'ewe.~,.-l~e~T-ef"-ee"di:t.eft-e.ia~i,h~-ftt-tfte-ti:~e-ef 

tfte-,let~i:I'l!T-aayerea-be-er-a~8i"&~-8-elea.?-a88el"tlteT-a". 

\tRII"8l. f t ~ el-t~tle- i,,--t· ae -8 t*ple - .1'1- tke -e\ffle I'-."-8"""e •• ,.. After 

clahttary-l,.-i9&8 July 1, 19B1. no ,lct.ion shall be brought on 

any ClltlS(! lH"i s ing Betweel'l-da'nu,,~y-b· -193er-IIt".-8eeeJilber-3t? 

!949T-iMe!V&i:ve ~~~er.Dece~er 31, 1949. and bef~re January 

1, 1970. to est.ablish. enforce. or rccover any l·ight, title. 

interest. lien. Ot· condition existing at the tiTt.e of the 

plat.ting bet.weeM-t.fte-«atea-a£e.e8ai~ after Cecet!".b.~!~_194~ 

.md befol·e JanuarY~.~, and adverse t.o et'-lItfj8tft8i1!. a clear,. 

estlslltw? and unqualified title in fee sim.plA in the owner 

ef'~e"'l\eJ'e unles_'L.p..!! .. .£E.. ~e:~'p_r;,~_ .July l! 19B~t .. there is filed 

~,n tile office of county recol·der of the co"m~ where the r~al 

~!=1'-~(!. _lE!::?1 v(!d _i,.~,_.!.2~ateq .. _~t:.it_!:~n statement, ackno .... lcdqed 

by the clainant, definit~lY desct·ibinq the real estate 

~}?-Y~!'yS9.t ... ~!-~~ing the nature and eXL~!!!-_....Q!....!!'~_ right or 

int:..crest claimed. and s.~,:tt.in9 the facts upon _~_~~.9.h_ the ,claie 

is based. 
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Sec. 2. This Act becomes effective January first following 

its enactment. 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

WILLIAM H. HARBOR 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 2275, Sixty-eighth General Assembly. 

Approved 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 

fRANK J. STORK 

Secretary of the Senate 
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