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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to equalization and assessment procedures by 

providing for the valuation of agricultural land on the 

basis of its productivity and net earning capacity, pro­

viding for the valuation of agricultural and residential 

property at a percentage of its actual value for tax 

purposes, providing for the biennial assessment and 

equalization of property, providing that equalized 

values be included in the assessment for the current 

assessment year commencing in 1979, adjusting the 

dates related to assessment and equalization completion, 

delivery of abstracts of assessments, notification of 

taxpayers of adjusted values, the filing of protests 

and the sessions of local boards of review and 

providing for an interim study of the property tax 

structure. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

CP9-16200 2/73 

• 

• 



S.F. H.F. 1S7 

1 Section 1. section twenty-four point forty-eight (24.48), 
2 Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
3 24.48 APPEAL TO STATE BOARD FOR SUSPENSION OF LIMITATIONS. 
4 If the property tax valuations effective ~aRHafy-i,-i9~8, 
5 Sf January 1, 1979 and January first of any subsequent year, 
6 are reduced or there is an unusually low growth rate in the 
7 property tax base of a political subdivision, the political 
8 subdivision may appeal to the state appeal board to request 
9 suspension of the statutory property tax levy limitations 

10 to continue to fund the present services provided. A political 
11 subdivision may also appeal to the state appeal board where 
12 the property tax base of the political subdivision has been 
13 reduced or there is an unusually low growth rate for any of 
14 the following reasons: 
15 1. Any unusual increase in population as determined by 
16 the preceding certified federal census. 
17 2. Natural disasters or other emergencies. 
18 3. Unusual problems relating to major new functions 
19 required by state law. 
20 4. Unusual staffing problems. 
21 5. Unusual need for additional funds to permit continuance 
22 of a program which provides substantial benefit to its 
23 residents. 

24 6. Unusual need for a new program which will provide 
25 substantial benefit to residents, if the political subdivision 
26 establishes the need and the amount of the necessary increased 
27 cost. 
28 The state appeal board may approve or modify the request 
29 of the political subdivision for suspension of the statutory 
30 property tax levy limitations. 
31 Upon decision of the state appeal board, the state 
32 comptroller shall make the necessary changes in the total 
33 budget of the political subdivision and certify the total 
34 budget to the governing body of the political subdivision 
35 and the appropriate county auditors. 
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, For purposes of this section only, "political subdivision" 
2 means a city, county, school district, or any other special 
3 purpose district which certifies its budget to the county 
4 auditor and derives funds from a property tax levied against 
5 taxable property situated within the political subdivision. 
6 For the purpose of this section, the city finance cownittee 
7 Fnall be the state appeal board when the political subdivision 
, 1S a city. 

9 Sec. 2. Section four hundred twenty-eight point four 
10 (428.4), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1979, is amended 
11 to read as follows: 
12 Property shall be assessed for taxation each year. Per-
13 sonal property shall be listed and assessed each year in the 
14 name of the owner of the personal property on the first day 
15 of January and the assessment made shall be the value of the 
16 personal property as of January ~ first of the year of the 
17 assessment. Real estate shall be listed and assessed in *9;8 
18 1981 and every two years thereafter. The assessment of real 
19 estate shall be the value of the real estate as of January 
20 * first of the year of the assessment. The year i9~8 1981 
21 and each eVeR-R~MBerea odd-numbered year thereafter shall 
22 be a reassessment year. In any year, after the year in which 
23 an assessment has been made of all the real estate in any 
24 assessing jurisdiction, it shall be the duty of the assessor 
25 to value and assess or revalue and reassess, as the case may 
26 require, any real estate that the assessor finds was 
27 incorrectly valued or assessed, or was not listed, valued 
28 and assessed, in the real estate assessment year immediately 
29 preceding, also any real estate the assessor finds has changed 
30 in value subsequent to January i first of the preceding real 

·31 estate assessment year. The assessor shall determine the 
32 actual value and compute the taxable value thereof as of 
33 January ± first of the year of the revaluation and 
34 reassessment. The assessment shall be completed as specified 
35 in section 441.28, but no reduction or increase in actual 
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1 value sh,ll be made for prior years. 
2 a change ;n the valuation of the real 

If an assessor makes 
estate as provided for 

herein, the provision& of sections 441.23, 441.37, 441.38 

~ and 441.39 shall apply. 
5 Sec. 3. section four hundred forty-one point twenty-one 
6 (441.21). subsection one (1), unnumbered paragraphs t~IO (2), 

7 six (6) and eight (8), Code 1979, are amended to read as 
8 follows: 

The actual value of all property subject to assessment 
lO and taxation shall be the fair and reasonable market value 
11 of such property except as otherwise provided in L~is section. 
12 "Market value" is defined as the fair and reasonable exchange 
13 in the year in which the property is listed and valued between 
14 a willing buyer and a willing seller, neither being under 
15 any compulsion to buy or sell and each being familiar with 
16 all the facts relating to the particular property. Sale 
~7 prices of the property or comparab~e property in normal 
18 transactions reflecting market value, and the probable 
19 availability or unavailability of persons interested in 
20 purchasing the property, shall be taken into consideration 
21 in arriving at its market value. In arriving at market value, 
22 sale prices of property in abnormal transactions not reflecting 
23 market value shall not be taken into account, or shall be 
24 adjusted to eliminate the effect of factors which distort 
2S market value, including but not limited to sales to i~~ediate 
26 family of the seller, foreclosure or other forced sales, 
27 contract sales, discounted purchase transactions or purch~se 
28 of adjoining land or other land to be operated as a unit. 
29 Ne~w~~e~aRa~R~-~e-~~ev~e~eRs-e{-~~s-seet~eR7-~R-assess~F.~ 

30 aRa-aeteFffi~R~R~-£Re-ae~aa~-¥a~ae-e{-a~~~€H~£a~a~-~~e~e££y 

31 ae-e{-JaRHa~y-i7-±9~B7-aRa-JaRHa£Y-±7-±9~97-~e The act~al 
32 value of agricultural property shall be determined on L~e 
33 basis of productivity and net earning capacity of the property 
.:4 determined on the basis of its use for agricultural purposes 
.5 capitalized at a rate of seven percent and applied ~r.iformly 
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1 among counties and among classes of property. 
2 Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the 

3 actual value of any property shall not exceed its fair and 

4 reasonable market value, except agricultural property which 

5 shall be valued exclusively as provided in unnumbered paragraph 
6 six (6) of this subsection. Fe~-a~F~eM~tM~al-~Fe~eFtY7-tRe 

7 a88essea-valae-a8-aeteFm~Hea-aHaeF-tH~s-8eet~eR-8ftall-Ret 

8 e*eeea-the-aetMal-valae-8f-8MeR-~F8~eFty-aRa-the-as8es8ea 

9 valae-8f-Fe8~eeRt~al-~~8~eFty-a8-aeteF~~Rea-~RaeF-tft~8-8eet~eR 
10 eftall-R8t-eKeeea-tfte-fa~F-aRa-Fea8eRaBle-maFket-valae-8i-saeR 
11 flF8f1eFty.,. 

12 Sec. 4. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-one 
13 (441.21), SUbsection one (1), Code 1979, is amended by striking 
14 paragraphs a and b and unnumbered paragraph five (5). 

15 Sec. 5. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-one 
16 (441.21), subsections five (5), eight (8), and twelve (12), 
17 Code 1979, are amended to read as follows: 
18 5. For valuations established as of January 1, 1979, the 

19 percentage of act~al value at which agricultural and 

20 residential property shall be assessed shall be the quotient 
21 of the dividend and divisor as defined in this section. The 

22 dividend for each class of property shall be the dividend 
23 as determined for each class of property for valuations 
24 established as of January 1, 1978, adjusted by the product 
25 obtained by multiplying the percentage determined for that 
26 year by the amount of any additions or deletions to actual 
27 value, excluding those resulting from the revaluation of 

28 existing properties, as reported by the assessors on the 
29 abstracts of assessment for 1978, plus six percent of the 
30 amount so determined. However, if the difference between 

31 the dividend so determined for either class of property and 
32 the dividend for that class of property for valuations 
33 established as of January 1, 1978, adjusted by the product 
34 obtained by mUltiplying the percentage determined for that 
35 year by the amount of any additions or deletions to actual 
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1 value, excluding those resulting from the revaluation of 
2 existing properties, as reported by the assessors on the 
3 abstracts of assessment for 1978, is less than six percent, 
4 the 1979 dividend for the other class of property shall be 
5 the dividend as determined for that class of property for 
6 valuations established as of January 1, 1978, adjusted by 
7 the product obtained by multiplying the percentage determined 
8 for that year by the amount of any additions or deletions 
9 to actual value, excluding those resulting from the revaluation 

10 of existing properties, as reported by the assessors on the 
11 abstracts of assessment for 1978, plus a percentage of the 
12 amount so determined which is equal to the percentage by which 
13 the dividend as determined for the other class of property 
14 for valuations established as of January 1, 1978, adjusted 
15 by the product obtained by mUltiplying the percentage 
16 determined for that year by the amount of any additions or 
17 deletions to actual value, excluding those resulting from 
18 the revaluation of existing properties, as reported by the ~ 

19 assessors on the abstracts of assessment for 1978, is increased ~ 
20 in arriving at the 1979 dividend for the other class of 
21 property. The divisor for each class of property shall be 
22 the total actual value of all such property in the state in 
23 the preceding year, as reported by the assessors on the 
24 abstracts of assessment submitted for 1978, plus the amount 
25 of value added to said total actual value by the revaluation 
26 of existing properties in 1979 as equalized by the director 
27 of revenue pursuant to section four hundred forty-one point 
28 forty-nine (441.49) of the Code. The director shall utilize 
29 information reported on abstracts of assessment submitted 
30 pursuant to section 441.45 in determining such percentage. 
31 For valuations established as of January 1, 1980, and each 
32 year thereafter, the percentage of actual value as egualized 
33 by the director of revenue as provided in section four hundred 
34 forty-one point forty-nine (441.49) of the Code at which 
35 agricultural and residential property shall be assessed shall 
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1 be calculated in accordance with the methods provided herein 
2 adjusted to include the applicable and current values as 
3 equalized by the director of revenue, except that any 
4 references to six percent in this subsection shall be four 
5 percent. 
6 8. For valuations established as of January 1, 1979, 
7 against which taxes will be levied for the fiscal year 
8 beginning in the 1979 calendar year by any special charter 
9 city that levies and collects its own taxes, the percentage 

10 of actual value at which agricultural and residential property 
11 shall be assessed shall be the quotient of the dividend and 
12 divisor as defined in this section. The dividend for each 
13 class of property shall be the valuation for each class of 
14 property for valuations established as of January 1, 1978, 
15 and upon which any special charter city levied its taxes in 
16 1978, adjusted by the product obtained by mUltiplying the 
17 percentage determined for that year by the amount of any 
18 additions or deletions to actual value, excluding those 
19 resulting from the revaluation of existing properties, as 
20 reported by the assessor on the abstract of assessment for 
21 1978, plus six percent of the amount so determined. The 
22 divisor for each class of property shall be the total actual 
23 value of all such property in the city in the preceding year, 
24 as reported by the assessor on the abstract of assessment 
25 submitted for 1978, plus the amount of value added to said 
26 total actual value by the revaluation of existing properties 
27 in 1979. However, if the estimated statewide growth in 
28 assessed valuation is less than six percent for either class 
29 of property for 1979, the director shall estimate the 
30 percentages by which the statewide valuation of residential 
31 and agricultural property will increase in 1979. The lower 
32 percentage shall be used in lieu of six percent for both 
33 classes of property in calculating the percentages at which 
34 agricultural and residential property shall be assessed. 
35 The percentage at which agricultural and residential property 
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1 shall be assessed will be certified by the director on or 
2 before May 31, 1979 to the appropriate city official in special 
3 charter cities that levy and collect their own taxes. The 
4 percentage so certified shall be applicable only to those 
5 valuations against which the special charter city levies its 
6 own tax. For valuations established as of January 1, 1980, 
7 and each year thereafter for any special charter city that 
8 levies and collects its own taxes, the percentage of actual 
9 value as equalized by the director of revenue as provided 

10 in section four hundred forty-one point forty-nine (441.49) 
11 of the Code at which agricultural and residential property 
12 shall be assessed shall be calculated in accordance with the 
13 methods provided herein adjusted to include the applicable 
14 and current values as equalized by the director of revenue, 
15 except that any references to six percent in this SUbsection 
16 shall be four percent. The assessor shall provide valuation 
17 information to the director of revenue sufficient for the 
18 computation of the assessment percentage by May fifteenth 
19 of each year on forms prescribed by the director of revenue. 
20 12. Not later than NeveffiBeF-~,-~9~S,-aRa November 1, 1979, 
21 and November first of each subsequent year, the director shall 
22 certify to the county auditor of each county the percentages 
23 of actual value at which residential and agricultural property 
24 in each assessing jurisdiction in the county shall be assessed 
25 for taxation. The county auditor shall proceed to determine 
26 the assessed values of agricultural and residential property 
27 by applying such percentages to the current actual value of 
28 such property, as reported to the county auditor by the 
29 assessor, and the assessed values so determined shall be the 
30 taxable values of such properties upon which the levy shall 
31 be made. 
32 Sec. 6. Section four 
33 (441.21), sUbsection six 
34 as follows: 

hundred forty-one point twenty-one 
(6), Code 1979, is amended to read 

35 6. Beginning with valuations established as of January 
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1 1, 1978, the assessors shall report the aggregate taxable 
2 values and the number of dwellings located on agricultural 
3 land and the aggregate taxable value of all other structures 
4 on agricultural land. Beginning with valuations established 
5 as of January 1, i9BG 1981, such agricultural structures and 
6 agricultural dwellings located on agricultural land shall 
7 be valued at their market value as defined in this section 
8 and agricultural structures and agricultural dwellings shall 
9 each constitute a separate class of property. 

10 Sec. 7. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-three 
11 (441.23), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
12 441.23 NOTICE OF VALUATION. If there has been an increase 
13 or decrease in the valuation of the property, or upon the 

written request of the person assessed, the assessor Shall, 14 

15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

at the time of making the assessment, inform the person 
assessed, in writing, of the valuation put upon the taxpayer's 
property, and notify the person, if he or she feels aggrieved, 
to appear before the board of review and show why the 
assessment should be changed. fR-eaa-R~e£ea-yea~eT-£Re 

The owners of real property shall be notified not later than 
April ~s fifteenth of any adjustment of the real property 
assessment. ;R-eveR-R~~e~ea-yea~e7-~e-Re~~ee-e{-aR-~Re£eaBe 

e~-aee£eaee-~R-~Re-va~~a~~eR-e{-~ke-~£e~e~~y-eRa±~-Be-~£ev~aea 

~e-~e-ewRe£s-ef-£ea±-~£e~e£~Y-ReE-±a~e£-~RaR-J~Re-3G-as 

~£ev~aea-~R-see~~eR-44i~49~ 

Sec. 8. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-six 
(441.26), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

441.26 ASSESSMENT ROLLS AND BOOKS. The director of revenue 
shall each year prescribe the form of assessment roll to be 
used by all assessors in assessing real and personal property, 
including moneys and credits, in this state, also the form 
of pages of the assessor's assessment book. Such assessment 
rolls shall be in such form as will permit entering thereon, 
separately, the names of all persons, partnerships, corpora­
tions, or associations assessed; shall contain a form of oath 
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1 or affirmation to be administered to each person assessed, 
2 and shall also contain a notice in substantially the following 
3 form: 
4 "If you are not satisfied that the foregoing assessment 
5 is correct, you may file a protest against such assessment 

6 with the board of review on or after April ~e sixteenth, to 
7 and including May 5 fifth, of the year of the assessment, 
8 such protest to be confined to the grounds specified in section 
9 441. 37 . Dated ......... . day 0 f .......... , 19 ..... , ......... . 

10 County/City Assessor." 
11 ~Re-aa~ee-e~ee~f~ea-~H-~e-Re~~ee-eeR~-~e-~e-ewRe~-ef 

12 ~~e~ef~Y-~R-eVeR-HtimBefea-yeaEe-eftall-eeR~a~R-~Re-aa~ee-fe~ 
13 f~~iR~-ef-~~eEeeEB-a6-~Eev±aea-±R-eeeE~eR-44l~49~ 
14 The notice in 1981 and each odd-numbered year thereafter 
15 shall contain a statement that the assessments are subject 
16 to equalization pursuant to an order issued by the director 
17 of revenue, that the county auditor shall give notice on or 
18 before October fifteenth by publication in an official 
19 newspaper of general circulation to any class of property 
20 affected by the equalization order, and that the board of 
21 review shall be in session from October fifteenth to November 
22 fifteenth to hear protests of affected property owners or 
23 taxpayers whose valuations have been adjusted by the 
24 equalization order. 
25 Such assessment rolls shall be used in listing the property 
26 and showing the values affixed to such property of all persons, 
27 partnerships, corporations, or associations assessed, which 
28 rolls shall be made in duplicate. Said duplicate roll shall 
29 be signed by the assessor, detached from the original and 
30 delivered to the person assessed if there has been an increase 
31 or decrease in the valuation of the property, or upon the 
32 written request of the person assessed. It shall be lawful 
33 to combine the affidavit or form of oath or affirmation with 
34 reference to real and personal property, and the affidavit 
35 or form of oath or affirmation as to moneys and credits, into 
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lone affidavit or form of oath or affirmation, and only the 
2 one such affidavit or form of oath or affirmation shall be 
3 sufficient on the assessment roll. The pages of the assessor's 
4 assessment book shall contain columns ruled and headed for 
5 the information required by this chapter and that which the 
6 director of revenue may deem essential in the equalization 
7 work of the director. The assessor shall return all assessment 
8 rolls and any schedules therewith to the county auditor, along 
9 with the completed assessment book, as provided in this 

11 

12 

13 

10 chapter, and the county auditor shall carefully keep and 
preserve all such rolls, schedules and book for a period of 
five years from the time of filing of the same in fi~8 the 
county auditor's office. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

Beginning with valuations for January 1, 1977 and each 
succeeding year, for each parcel of property entered in the 
assessment book, the assessor shall list the classification 
of the property. 

Sec. 9. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-eight 
(441.28), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

441.28 ASSESSMENT ROLLS--CHANGE--NOTICE TO TAXPAYER. 
The assessment shall be completed not later than April 15 

~R-eaa-R~e~ea-yeaFB-aRa-Re~-la~eF-~aR-May-15-~R-eveR­

R~mBeFea-yea~e fifteenth each year. If the assessor makes 
any change in an assessment after it has been entered on the 
assessor's rolls, fie the assessor shall note on said roll, 
together with the original assessment, the new assessment 
and the reason for the change, together with ft~B the assessor's 
signature and the date of the change. Provided, however, 
in the event the assessor increases any assessment fie the 
assessor shall give notice in writing thereof to the taxpayer 
by mail prior to the meeting of the board of review. No 
changes shall be made on the assessment rolls after April 
16-~H-Baa-R~eFea-yeaFB-aRa-a£~eF-May-16-iR-eveH-R~efed 

yesEs fifteenth except by order of the board of review or 
35 by decree of court. 
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1 Sec. 10. Section four hundred forty-one point thirty 
2 (441.30), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
3 441.30 COMPLETION OF ASSESSMENT--OATH. The assessment 
4 shall be completed by ~Re-{i~s£-aay-e{-May-ift-eaa-RHmBe~ee 
5 yea~s-e~-JHRe-~-ift-eveft-ft~e~ee-yea~e7 April fifteenth and 
6 the assessor shall attach to the assessment rolls his or her 
7 oath in the following form: 
8 "I, (A .......... B .......... ), assessor of city/county 
9 of .......... state of Iowa, do solemnly swear (or affirm) 

10 that the taxable values of all property, money, and credits, 
11 of which a statement has been made and verified by the oath 
12 of the person required to list the same, is herein set forth 
13 in such statement; that in every case, where I have been 
14 required to ascertain the amount or value of any property, 
15 I have diligently, and by the best means in my power, 
16 endeavored to ascertain the true amount and value, and as 
17 I verily believe the taxable values thereof are set forth 
18 in the annexed return; in no case have I knowingly omitted 
19 to demand of any person, of whom I was required to do so, 
20 a statement of the items of RiB the person's property which 
21 fie the person was required by law to list, nor to administer 
22 the oath to fiim the person, unless fie the person refused to 
23 take it, nor in any way connive at any violation or evasion 
24 of any of the requirements of the law in relation to the 
25 assessment of property for taxation. 
26 
27 

28 

29 of 
30 

Assessor 
Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) this .......... day 

A.D ........... , before me. 

31 Notary Public/Clerk of Court" 
32 Sec. 11. Section four hundred forty-one point thirty-three 
33 (441.33), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
34 441.33 SESSIONS OF BOARD OF REVIEW. The board of review 
35 shall be in session from May % first to May 3~-ift thirty-first 
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1 each eaa-ft~M8efea year and for such additional period as may 
2 be required under section 441.37 and shall hold as many 
3 meetings as are necessary to discharge its duties. On June 
4 1 first in afty-eaa-ft~M8eFea-ye8f those years in which a session 
5 has not been extended as required under section 441.37, said 
6 board shall return all books, records and papers to the 
7 assessor except undisposed of protests and records pertaining 
8 thereto. If it has not completed its work prior to June 1 

9 first, in those years in which the session has not been 
10 extended under section 441.37 the director of revenue may 
11 authorize the board of review to continue in session for 
12 such period as is necessary to complete its work, but in no 
13 event shall the director of revenue approve a continuance 
14 extending beyond July is fifteenth. On June 1 first or on 
15 the final day of any extended session required under section 
16 441.37 or authorized by the director of revenue as herein 
17 provided the board of review shall be adjourned until May 
18 1 first of the following year. It shall adopt its own rules 
19 of procedure, elect its own chairman from its membership, 
20 and keep minutes of its meetings. The board shall appoint 
21 a clerk who may be a member of such board or any other 
22 qualified person, except the assessor or any member of fi~e 
23 the assessor's staff. It may be reconvened by the director 
24 of revenue. All undisposed protests in its hands on July 
25 is fifteenth shall be automatically overruled and returned 
26 to the assessor together with its other records. 
27 lH-eVeR-ft~M8eFea-yeafsT-~fie-Beafa-e£-Eev~ew-sfia±±-ee-~ft 

28 eeee~eH-at-~fie-~~mee-ae9~~Ra~ea-~H-se€~~eft-441~49~ 
29 Within fifteen days following the adjournment of any regular 
30 or special session, the board of review shall submit to the 
31 director of revenue, on forms prescribed by the director, 
32 a report of any actions taken during that session. 
33 Sec. 12. Section four hundred forty-one point thirty-seven 
34 (441.37), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1979, is amended 
35 to read as follows: 
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1 Any property owner or aggrieved taxpayer who is dissatisfied 
2 with his or her assessment may file a protest against such 
3 assessment with the board of review on or after April ~e 
4 sixteenth, to and including May & fifth, of the year of the 
5 assessment. In any county which has been declared to be a 
6 disaster area by proper federal authorities after March ~ 

7 first and prior to May 2G twentieth of said year of assessment, 
8 the board of review shall be authorized to remain in session 
9 until June fifteenth and the time for filing a protest shall 

10 be extended to and include the period from May 2& twenty-fifth 
11 to June & fifth of such year. Said protest shall be in writing 
12 and signed by the one protesting or by his or her duly 
13 authorized agent. ~fie-aa~es-9~ee~fiea-~R-~fi~9-gee~~eR-8fia~~ 

14 a~~~y-eft~Y-~H-efta-HHMBefea-yeafe~--~fie-~~me-fef-fi~~ft~-ef 
15 ~fe~ee~8-~R-eVeR-RHMBeFea-yeaFe-eRa~~-Be-ae-pfev~aea-~R-eee~ieR 
16 44~~49~--~aH~ayef The taxpayer may have an oral hearing thereon 
17 if request therefor in writing is made at the time of filing 
18 the protest. Said protest must be confined to one or more 
19 of the following grounds: 
20 Sec. 13. Section four hundred forty-one point forty-five 
21 (441.45), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
22 441.45 ABSTRACT TO STATE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE. The 
23 county assessor of each county and each city assessor shall, 
24 on or before July ~-~R-eaa-RHMBeFea-yeafe-afta-eR-ef-Befefe 
25 Sep~emBef-~§-~R-eVeH-RHmBeFea-yeafe first of each year, make 
26 out and transmit to the department of revenue an abstract 
27 of the real and personal property in his or her county or 
28 city, as the case may be, and file a copy thereof with the 
29 county auditor, in which fie the assessor shall set forth: 
30 1. The number of acres of land and the aggregate taxable 
31 values of the same, exclusive of city lots, returned by the 
32 assessors, as corrected by the board of review. 
33 2. The aggregate taxable values of real estate by class 
34 in each school district, township and city in the county, 
35 returned as corrected by the board of review. 
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1 3. The aggregate taxable values of personal property. 
2 4. Other facts as may be required by the director of 
3 revenue. 
4 In any case where a board of review continues in session 
5 beyond June ±7-iR-aRy-e88-H~m8e~e8-yea~7-e~-BeyeH8-AH~HS~ 
6 ±§-~H-eVeR-RHm8e~ea-yeafs first, under provisions of sections 
7 441.33 and 441.37 the abstract of the real and personal prop­
S erty shall be made out and transmitted to the department of 
9 revenue within fifteen days after the date of final adjournment 

10 by said board. 
11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Sec. 14. Section four hundred forty-one point forty-eight 
(441.48), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

441.48 NOTICE OF ADJUSTMENT. Before the director of 
revenue shall adjust the valuation of any class of property 
any such percentage, the director shall serve ten days' notice 
by mail, on the assessef county auditor of the county whose 
valuation is proposed to be adjusted and the director shall 
hold an adjourned meeting after such ten days' notice, at 
which time SHeft the county or assessing jurisdiction may 
appear by its city councilor board of supervisors, city or 
county attorney, and other assessing jurisdiction, city or 
county officials, and make written or oral protest against 
such proposed adjustment, which protest shall consist simply 
of a statement of the error, or errors, complained of with 
such facts as may lead to their correction, and at such 
adjourned meeting final action may be taken in reference 
thereto. 

Sec. 15. Section four hundred forty-one point forty-nine 
(441.49), Code 1979, is amended by striking the section and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

441.49 ADJUSTMENT BY AUDITOR. The director shall keep 
a record of the review and adjustment proceedings and finish 
the proceedings on or before October first unless for good 
cause the proceedings cannot be completed by that date. The 
director shall notify each county auditor by mail of the final 
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1 action taken at the proceedings and specify any adjustments 
2 in the valuations of any class of property to be made effective 
3 for the jurisdiction. 
4 However, an assessing jurisdiction may request the director 
5 to permit the use of an alternative method of applying the 
6 equalization order to the property values in the assessing 
7 jurisdiction, provided that the final valuation shall be 
8 equivalent to the director's equalization order. The assessing 
9 jurisdiction shall notify the county auditor of the request 

10 for the use of an alternative method of applying the 
11 equalization order and the director's disposition of the 
12 request. The request to use an alternative method of applying 

13 the equalization order, including procedures for notifying 
14 affected property owners and appealing valuation adjustments, 
15 shall be made within ten days from the date the county auditor 
16 receives the equalization order and the valuation adjustments, 
17 and appeal procedures shall be completed by November thirtieth 
18 of the year of the equalization order. Compliance with the 
19 provisions of section four hundred forty-one point twenty- ~ 
20 one (441.21) of the Code is sufficient grounds for the direc-
21 tor to permit the use of an alternative method of applying 
22 the equalization order. 

23 On or before october fifteenth the county auditor shall 
- 24 notify by publication in official newspapers of general cir-

25 culation any class or classes or property affected by an 
26 equalization order. Failure to publish the equalization order 
27 has no effect upon the validity of the orders. 
28 The county auditor shall add to or deduct from the valua-
29 tion of each class of property in the county the required 
30 percentage, rejecting all fractions of fifty cents or less 
31 ln the result, and counting all fractions over fifty cents 
32 as one dollar. The required percentage adjustments shall 
33 not be applied to the property referred to in section four 
34 hundred twenty-seven A point one (427A.l), subsection six 
35 (6), of the Code. For any special charter city that levies 
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1 and collects its own tax based on current year assessed values, 
2 the equalization percentage shall be appli~d to the following 
3 year's values, and shall be considered the equalized values 
4 for that year for purposes of this chapter. 

5 The local board of review shall reconvene ln special session 

6 from October fifteenth to November fifteenth for the purpose 

7 of hearing the protests of affected property owners or 

8 taxpayers within the jurisdiction of the board whose valua-

9 tion of property if adjusted pursuant to the equalization 

10 order issued by the director of revenue will result in a 
11 greater value than permitted under section four hundred forty-
12 one point twenty-one (441.21) of the Code, and if the prop-

13 erty owner is able to show to the satisfaction of the local 

14 board of review that an inequity would result if the provi-

15 sions of the order are applied to his or her property. The 

16 board of review shall accept protests only during the first 

17 ten days following the date the local board of review 

18 reconvenes. The board of review shall limit its review to 

19 only the timely filed protests. The board of review may 

20 adjust all or a part of the percentage increase ordered by 

21 the director of revenue by adjusting the actual value of the 

22 property under protest to one hundred percent of actual value. 

23 Any adjustment so determined by the board of review shall 

24 not exceed the percentage increase provided for in the 

25 director's equalization order. The determination of the board 

26 of review on filed protests is final, subject to review by 

27 the director of revenue for the purpose of determining whether 

28 the board's actions substantially altered the equalization 

29 order. In making the review, the director has all the powers 
30 provided in chapter four hundred twenty-one (421) of the Code, 

31 and in exercising the powers the director is not subject to 
32 chapter seventeen A (17A) of the Code. Not later than ten 

33 days following the adjournment of the board, the board of 

34 review shall submit to the director of revenue, on forms 

35 prescribed by the director, a report of all actions taken 
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1 by the board of reVIew during this session. ~ 

2 Not later than ten days after the date the final equali- ,.., 
3 zation order is issued, the city or county officials of the 
4 affected county or assessing jurisdiction may appeal the final 
5 equalization order to the state board of tax reVIew. The 
6 appeal shall not delay the implementation of the equalization 
7 orders. 
8 Tentative and final equalization orders issued by the 
9 director of revenue are not rules as defined in section seven-

10 teen A point two (17A.2), subsection seven (7) of the Code. 
11 Sec. 16. The legislative council is directed to create 
12 a ten-member study committee composed of five members each 
13 from the standing committees on ways and means of the senate 
14 and house of representatives representing both political 
15 parties, which committee shall conduct during the 1979 legis-
16 lative interim a comprehensive study of the present property 
17 tax structure. The study shall include, but not be limited 
18 to, the following: 
19 1. How different types and classes of property should 
20 be valued for property tax assessment purposes. 
21 2. The impact of property taxes upon multi-family and 
22 mUlti-purpose residential property, determining the amount 
23 of such property in this state. 
24 3. The impact of the current property tax system on com-
25 mercial property. 
26 Expenses of the study committee, including the cost for 
27 employing persons or business firms to assist the committee 
28 in its study shall be paid from funds available under section 
29 two point twelve (2.12) of the Code. 
30 The study committee shall transmit copies of its final 
31 report to the governor and the members of the sixty-eighth 
32 General Assembly, 1980 Session, not later than January 30, 
33 1980. The final report shall include findings of fact and 
34 its recommendations. 
35 EXPLANATION 
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1 The bill provides for the assessment of property in odd-
2 numbered years beginning in 1981. The bill provides for the 
3 valuation of agricultural land on the basis of its productivity 
4 with a seven percent capitalization rate. Residential property 
5 and agricultural property shall continue to have an assessed 
6 value which is a percentage of its market value or actual 
7 value. The increase allowed under the present law in 1979 
8 is six percent. The allowable increase in 1980 and future 
9 years is four percent. Because the bill provides for 

10 assessment of property in odd-numbered years, the valuation 
11 of agricultural buildings and structures at market value will 
12 begin in 1981. Equalization order will be retroactive under 
13 the bill. The bill also directs that an interim study be 
14 made of the property tax structure. 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 

21 
22 
23 
24 

25 

26 
27 
28 
29 

30 
31 

32 
33 

34 

35 
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MAY 8, 1979 
PAGE FOUR 

Fl-4285 
HOUSE FILE 757 

1 Amend House File 757 as folloHs: 
2 1. Page 8, by inserting after line 9 the following 
3 new section: 
4 "Sec. • Section four hundred forty-one point 
5 tv/enty-one--{4 l11.21), Code 1979, is amendeu by adding 
6 the folloy/ing nel-.' subsections: 
7 NEI1 SUBSECTION. Beginning with the January 1, 
8 1980 assessment, assessors shall identify and report 
9 to the department of revenue on the annu",l abstr",c·t 

10 of assessment, the number and value of commercial 
11 residential properties consisting of three or more 
12 separate living quarters for human habitation \vhich 
13 are used prinarily as permanent commercial residential 
14 dwellings. The properties shall not include properties 
15 intended to be used as t~~por",ry commercial residential 
16 dwellings including but not limited to hotels and 
17 motels, nor shall it include properties having 
18 commercial residential facilities \·,hich arc incidental 
19 to a primary purpose vlhich is not to provide pernanent 
20 comrnercial residential dlvellings. The assessor shall 
21 also report separately the number and value of those 
22 properties which are not commercial residential as 
23 defined herein but consist in part of rental liv-
24 ing quarters for permanent human habitation. The 
25 value reported shall include only the value of the 
26 portions of the properties used as permanent rental 
27 living quarters. 
28 NEH SUBSEC'1"ION. Cormnencing January 1, 1981, 
29 coa~ercial residential properties as defined in this 
30 section shall become a separate class of property 
31 and shall be suhject to the provisions of chapters 
32 four hundred hlenty-one (421l, four hundred twenty-
33 eight (428), and four hundred forty-one (441) of the 
34 Code. 
35 UEI'l SUBSECTION. For valuations established as 
36 of January 1, 1981, commercial residential property 
37 shall be assessed at a percentage of actual value. 
38 The percentage shall be determined by the director. 
39 of revenue for the state in accordance with the 
40 provisions of this section. For valuations established 
41 as of January 1, 1981, the percentage shall be the 
42 quotient of the dividend and divisor as defined in 
43 this section. The dividend shall be the total 
44 equalized value of such property in the state in 1980, 
45 adjusted for additions or deletions to s",id value, 
46 excluding those resulting fron the revaluation of 
47 existing properties as equalized by the director of 
48 revenue on or before October first ",s provided by 
49 section four hundred forty-one point forty-nine 
50 (441.49) of the code, as reported by the assessors 



MAY 8, 1979 
PAGE FIVE 

Page Two 
H-4285 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
1 1 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

on the abstracts of assessment submitted in 1981, 
plus four percent of the 1980 equalized value of such 
property or the amount of value added by the 
revaluation of existing properties as equulized by 
the director of revenue on or before October first, 
as provided hy section four hundrcd forty-one point 
forty-nine (441.49) of the Code, in 1981 whichever 
is less. The divisor shall be the total value of 
such property in the stute as reported by the assessors 
on the abstracts of assessment submitted in 1980, 
plus the amount of value added in 1981 by the 
revaluation of existing properties as equalized by 
the director of revenue on or before October first 
as provided by section four hundred forty-one point 
forty-nine (441.49) of the Code. HO\vever, if the 
differences beh;een the dividend determined for 
commercial residential properties and the dividends 
calculated for agricultural or residential properties 
is less than four percent according to the methods 
prescribed in subsection five (5) of this section, 
the dividends for agricultural and residential 
properties shall be adjusted in accordilnce with the 
methods prescribed in subsection five (5) of this 
section. I~wever, if the difference between the 
dividends determined for agricultural or residential 
properties and the dividend calculated for co['lmercial 
residential properties is less than four percent 
according to the methods prescribed in subsection 
five (5) of this section, the dividend for cOlllIT.erciaJ. 
residential properties shall be adjusted in accordance 
with the methods prescribed in subsection five (5) 
of this section. For valuations established as of 
January 1, 1982, and each year thereafter, the 
percentage of actual value as equalized by tile director 
of revenue on or before October first as provided 
by section four hundred forty-one point forty-nine 
(4111.49) of the Code, at which commercial residential 
property shall be assessed shall be calculated in 
accordance with the methods provided herein adjusted 
to include the applicable and current values as 
equalized by the director of revenue. 

NEVI SUTlSEC7IOH. For valuations established as 
of January 1, 1981, against which taxes will be levied 
by any special charter city, commercial residential 
property shall be assessed at a percentage of actual 
value. The percentage shall be determined by the 
director of revenue and shall be the quotient of the 
dividend and divisor as defined in this section. 
The dividend shall be the total value of such property 
in the special charter city established as of January 

• 

• 

• 
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Page Three 

11-4285 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
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'~25 

26 
27 
28 
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31 
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35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

1, 1980, adjusted for additions or deletions to said 
value, excluding those resulting fron the revaluation 
of existing properties as equalized by the director 
of revenue as reported by the assessors on the 
abstracts of assessment su~itted in 1981, plus four 
percent of the 1980 equalized value of such property 
or the amount of value added by the revaluation of 
existing properties as equalized 0y the director of 
revenue in 1981 whiChever is less. The divisor shall 
be the total value of such property in the special 
charter city as reported by the assessors on the 
abstracts of assessment submitted in 1980, plus the 
amount of value added in 1981 by the revaluation of 
existing properties as equalized by the director of 
revenue. The percentage at which commercial 
residential property shall be assessed will be 
certified by the director of revenue on or before 
~lay 31, 1981, to the appropriate city official for 
special charter cities that levy and collect their 
o"m taxes. For valuations established as of January 
1, 1982, and each year thereafter for any special 
charter city that levies and collects its ovm ta.'ws, 
the percentage of actual value as equalized by the 
director of revenue at which co~~ercial residential 
property shall be assessed shall be calculated and 
certified in accordance with the methods provided 
herein adjusted to include the applicable and current 
values as equalized by the director of revenue. 

NEI'; SUI3SECTIQl;. l,ot later than t:ovember first 
of each year or May thirty-first of each year for 
special charter cities, the assessor shall certify 
to the county auditor those properties not classified 
as conunercial residential which consist in part of 
rental living quarters for human habitation. The 
assessors certification shall include the value of 
that portion of the property that is used for permanent 
rental human habitation. Such certified value for 
each property shall be subject to the assessment 
percentage determined for the class of commercial 
residential property pursuant to the provisions of 
this Act." 

2. Renumber sections and correct internal 
references as are necessary in accordance with this 
amendment. 

H-4285 FILED, LOST Cl' ~.:;,.,g) 
MAY 7, 1979 

BY BRANDT of Black Hawk 
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HOUSE FILE 757 
l!-4283 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
1 1 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

l~end House File 757 as follows: 
1. Page 15, line 24, by strik.ing the words "notify 

by publication" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
, .. ords "cause to be published". 

2. Page 15, line 25, by striking the vlOras "any 
class or classes or property affected by an" and 
inserting in lieu thereof the '<lords "the final". 

3. Page 15, lines 32 through 35, by striking the 
\>lords "The required percentage adjustments shall not 
be applied to the property referred to in section 
four hundred twenty-seven A point one (1~271\.1), 
subsection six (6), of the Code." 

4. Page 16, lines 12 through 15, by striking the 
worus .. , and if the property o"mer is able to show 
to the satisfaction of the local board of revieY7 that 
an inequity vlould result if the prov.l.sl.ons of the 
order are applied to his or her property". 

H-4283 FILED, ADOPTED (, ,:;07'1) 
HAY 7, 1979 

BY WEST of Marshall 
NORLAND of Worth 

HOUSE FILE 757 
H-4284 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

Amend House File 757 as follows: 
1. Page 12, by inserting after line 32 the 

following: 
"Sec. Section four hundred forty-one point 

thirty-five (441.35), Code 1979, is amended by 
adding the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. To equalize assessments where 
an adjcstment in the valuations for each class of 
property has been ordered by the director of revenue 
in the final equalization order so that the valua­
tions for each class of property shall not exceed by 
more than five percent the adjustment in the valua­
tions for each class of property as ordered by the 
director of revenue in the final equalization order." 

H-4284 FILED, ~HTHDRAWN ('1.109",1 
MAY 7, 1979 

BY SPEAR of Lee 
GETTINGS of Wapello 

HOUSE FILE 757 
H-4286 

1 Amend House File 757 as follows: 
2 ,1. Page 2, line 17, by inserting ~fter the 
3 word" assessmen t" the following: " , however, if the 
4 assessed Value of' th'e personal property of an m-mer 
5 for the l?rior Y7ar was less than eighty percent of __ 
6 the credl. t rov.l.ded in' cha ter fouI:' hundred t\vent -
7 seven A 427A of the Code, and theI:'e have been no 
8 additions, the lis'tfrom the prior yeaI:' may be used:-" 

H-4286 FILED, LOST(?/ ;:o~'J) 
MAY 7, 1979 

ANDERSON of Jasper 

-• 
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HOUSE FILE 757 
H-4292 

1 Amend House File 757 as follows: 
2 1. page 8, lines 3 and 4, by striking the words 
3 "and the aggregate taxable value of all other 
4 structures on agricultural land" and inserting in 
5 lieu thereof the \'lords "al'\fl.-H1e-a9'~f'!~e9"ate-eaY.ab;te 
6 va;!:t1e-ef-a~.:l:-e~t\e~-s~l'1:le~1:ll:'es-el'l-agl''i:e1:l:r.eHl'al-:iaftd''. 
7 2. Page 8, line 5, by striking the words 
8 "agricultural structures and" and inserting in lieu 
9 thereof the words n a!1l'±et1±hlfa'l:-Sei"l:1et:l:Il"es-al'!d" • 

10 3. page 8, line 8, by striking the words 
11 "agricultural structures and" and inserting in lieu 
12 thereof the \070rds n agl'ie1:l3:-t!1:Il:'a±-sul:1ee1:l.l'es-afte.". 
13 4. page 8, line 9, by striking the word "each" 
14 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "eaen". 

BY ANDERSON of Jasper 

H-4292 FILED, LOST (J .5(1v-) 
MAY 7, 1979 

DAVITT of Warren 
NORLAND of Worth 
COCHRAN of Nebster 
GETTINGS of Wapello 

H-4289 

1 
2 
3 

HOUSE FILE 757 

Amend House File 757 as follows: 
1. Page 7, by striking lines 32 through 35. 
2. Page 8, by striking lines 1 through 9. 

H-4289 FILED, LOST (1 .:?v'N./ 

/>"iAY 7, 1979 

BY NOODS of Polk 



MAY 8, 1979 
PAGE THREE 

HOUSE FILE 757 
li-4287 

1 Amend House File 757 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, by striking lines 9 througll 35. 
3 2. Page 3, loy st.riking lines 1 through ii. 
4 3. Page 5, lines 26, 27, and 28, by striking the 
5 \olords" as equalized by the director of revenue pursuant 
6 to section four hundred forty-one pOint forty-nine 
7 (441.49) of the Codc". 
S 4. Page 7, by striking lines 32 through 35. 
9 5. Page 8, by striking lines 1 through 9. 

10 6. Page 9, line 14, by striking the words and 
11 figure "1981 and each odcl-nUr.lbered" and inserting 
12 in lieu thereof the ~rords and figure "1980 and each 
13 even-nunbered". 
14 7. Page 14, by inserting after line 10 the 
15 following new section: 
16 "Sec. Section four hundred forty-one point 
17 forty-seven C441.47}, Code 1979, is amended to read 
18 as follO\ols: 
19 illl 1 .lI 7 ADJUSTED VALUATIOl:S. The director of 
20 revenue on or about August 15, 49~~ 1980 and every 
21 two years thereafter shall order the equalization 
22 of the levels of asseSSMent of each class of property 
23 in the several assessing jurisdictions by adding to 
24 or deducting from the valuation of each class of 
25 property such percentage in each case as may be 
26 necessary to bring the same to its taxable value as 
27 fixed in this chapter and chapters 427 to 4l13, 
28 inclusive. The director shall adjust to actual value 
29 the valuation of any class of property as set out 
30 in the abstract of assessment ~;hen the valuation is 
31 at least five percent ahove or below actual value 
32 as determined by the director. For purposes of such 
33 value adjustments and cefore such equalization the 
34 director. shall adopt, in the manner prescribed by 
35 chapter 17A, such rules as may be necessary to 
36 determine the level of assessnent for each class of 
37 property in each county. The rules shall cover: (1) 
38 The proposed use of the assessment-sales ratio study 
39 set out in section 421.17, subsection 6; (2) the 
40 proposed use of any state-\vide income capitalization 
41 studies; (3) the proposed use of other methods that 
42 would assist the director in arriving at the accurate 
43 level of assessment of each class of property in each 
44 assessing jurisdiction." 
45 3. Henurnber sections and correct internal 
46 references as are necessary in accordance with this 
47 amendment. 

H-4287 
MAY 7, 

FILED, LOST(r ;(~73) 
1979 

BY NORLAND of Worth 
BRANDT of Black Hawk 
ANDERSON of Jasper 
HOWELL of Floyd 
JESSE of Polk 
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11AY 8, 1979 
PAGE EIGHT 

HOUSE FILE 757 
'1-4293 
~ 1 . Amend House File 757 as follows: 

2 1. Page B, by inserting after line 25 the following 
3 new section: 
4 "Sec. S. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-
5 four (441.~4), Code 1979, is amended by adding the 
6 following new unnumbered paragraph: 
7 NEl>l UNNUIJIBERED PARAGRAPH. However, all or part of 
8 the penalty imposed under this section may be waived 
9 by the board of review upon application to the board 

10 by the assessor or the property owner. The vlai ver 
11 or reduction in the penalty shall be allowed only on 
12 the valuation of real property against which the 
13 penalty has been imposed. 
14 2. Page 17, by inserting after line 34 the following 
15 new section: 
16 wSec • When the board of review meets in special 
17 session from October 15, 1979 to November 15, 1979 to hear 
18 protests on property valuation ... ,hich have been adjusted 
19 in 1979 by the equalization order, the board shall also 
20 review any application for waiver of reduction allowed 
21 to be filed with the board under section eight (B) of 
22 this ACt." 
23 3. Renumber sections and correct internal references 
24 as are necessary in accordance with this amendment. 

"'-4293 FILED, ADOPTED (7fJ .~'o,) BY VAN I'lAANAN of Mahaska 
" MAY 7, 1979 

HOUSE FILE 757 
H-4294 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Amend House File 757 as follows: 
1. Page 6, line 1, by inserting after the 

w,?rd "he:ein" the ~ollow~ng: "including the limita­
t~on of ~ncreases ~n agr~cultural and residential 
assessed values to the ercenta e increase of the 
other c ass 0 troperty ~ t e ot er c ass increases 
less than the a towable limit" 

H-4294 FILED, ADOPTED (it if) 1.0'/) ., BY NORLAND of worth 
WEST of Marshall MAY 7, 1979 

HOUSE FILE 757 
H-4291 

1 Amend House File 757 as follows: 
2 1. ~age 2, line 31, by inserting after the word 
3 and per~od :'year." the following: "Ho\</ever, a 
4 percentage ~ncrease on a class of property shall not 

.• " 56 ~~d~~a~n~~s: ~~~~ ~~\ s~iiC~ to an egualuatwn _ r y epartment of revenue." 

H-4291 FILED, ADOPTED (/. '<0·1'"1) BY AVENSON of Fayette 
MAY 7, 1979 
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By COMHITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

(As Amended and Passed by the House) 
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A BILL FOR -/3 - ~ "--

An Acr rAlating to equ~lization and assessment procedures by 

providing for the valuation of agricultur&l land on the 

basis of its productivity and net earning capacity. pro­

viding for the valuation of agricultural and residential 

prop~rty at A percentage of its actual value for tax 

purposes, providing for the biennial assessment and 

equalizati~~ of property. p~oviding that equalized 

values be included in the assessm~nt for the current 

assecsment year commencing in 1979, adjusting the 

dates related to assessment and equalization completion, 

delivary of 3bstracts of assessments, notification of 

taxpayers of adjusted val~es. the fili.ng of protests 

and ~he sessions of local boa;:ds of review and 

prov iding for an inter i .. J study of the property tax 

st.r-uct.ure. 

BE IT S:\ACTED BY T;IE GENFR,\L ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IO;,A: 

____ House Amendments 
• Stricken Language 
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1 Section 1. Section twenty-four point forty-eight (24.48), 

2 Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

3 24.48 APPEAL TO STATE BOARD FOR SUSPENSION OF LIMITATIONS. 

4 If the property tax valuations effective Jefttlary-~,-~91B, 

5 6r January 1, 1979 and January first of any subsequent year, 

6 are reduced or there is an unusually low growth rate in the 

7 property tax base of a political subdivision, the political 

8 subdivision may appeal to the state appeal board to request 

9 suspension of the statutory property tax levy limitations 

10 to continue to fund the present services provided. A political 

11 subdivision may also appeal to the state appeal board where 

12 the property tax base of the political subdivision has been 

13 reduced or there is an unusually low growth rate for any of 

14 the following reasons: 

15 1. Any unusual increase in population as determined by 

16 the preceding certified federal census. 

17 2. Natural disasters Or other emergencies. 

18 3. Unusual problems relating to major new functions 

19 required by state law. 

20 4. Unusual staffing problems. 

21 5. Unusual need for additional funds to permi t continuance 

22 of a program which provides substantial benefit to its 

23 residents. 

24 6. Unusual need for a new program which will provide 

25 substantial benefit to residents, if the political subdivision 

26 establishes the need and the amount of the necessary increased 

27 cost. 

28 The state appeal board may approve or modify the request 

29 of the political subdivision for suspension of the statutory 

30 property tax levy limitations. 

31 Upon decision of the state appeal board, the state 

32 comptroller shall make the necessary changes in the total 

33 budget of the political subdivision and certify the total 

34 budget to the governing body of the political subdivision 

35 and the appropriate county auditors. 
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1 For purposes of this section only, "political subdivision" 

2 means a city, county, school district, or any other special 

3 purpcse district which certifies its budget to the county 

4 auditor and derives funds from a property tax levied against 

5 taxable property situated within the political subdivision. 

6 For the purpcse of this 

be the state appeal 7 shall 

8 is a city. 

section, the city finance committee 

board when the political subdivision 

9 Sec. 2. Section four hundred twenty-eight point four 

10 (428.4) , unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1979, is amended 

11 to read as follows: 

12 Property shall be 

13 sonal property shall 

14 name of the owner of 

assessed for taxation each year. Per­

be listed and assessed each year in the 

the personal property on the first day 

15 of January and the assessment made shall be the value of the 

16 personal property as of January ± first of the year of the 

17 assessment. Real estate shall be listed and assessed in ±9~8 

18 1981 and every two years thereafter. The assessment of real 

19 estate shall be the value of the real estate as of January 

20 1: first of the year of the assessment. The year ±9~8 1981 

21 and each eve~-~~m5e~ea Odd-numbered year thereafter shall 

22 be a reassessment year. In any year, after the year in which 

23 an assessment has been made of all the real estate in any 

24 assessing jurisdiction, it shall be the duty of the assessor 

25 to value and assess or revalue and reassess, as the case may 

26 require, any real estate that the assessor finds was 

27 incorrectly valued or assessed, or was not listed, valued 

28 and assessed, in the real estate assessment year immediately 

29 preceding, also any real estate the assessor finds has changed 

30 in value subsequent to January ± first of the preceding real 

31 estate assessment year. However, a percentage increase on 

32 a class of property shall not be made in a year not subject 

33 to an equalization order unless ordered by the department 

34 of revenue. The assessor shall determine the actual value 

35 and compute the taxable value thereof as of January ± first 
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I of the year of the revaluation and reassessment. The 

2 assessment shall be completed as specified in section 441.28, 

3 but no reduction Or increase in actual value shall be made 

4 for prior years. If an assessor makes a change in the 

5 valc1acion of the real estate as provided for herein, the 

6 p~0~isions of sections 441.23, 441.37, 441.38 and 441.39 shall 

7 apply. 

9 

Sec. 3. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-one 

:441.21), subsect5.on (lDe (1), unnumbered paragraphs two (2), 

10 six (:) and eight (8), Code 1979, iHe amended to read as 

11 follows: 

12 ~h9 actual value of all property subject to assessment 

13 and tax~tion shall be the fair and reasonable market value 

14 of such ?roperty except is otherwise provided in this section. 

15 "i'larke-e value" is defined as t:le fair and reasonable exchange 

16 in the year in which the property is listed and valued between 

17 a willing buyer and a willing seller, neither being under 

18 any compulsion to buy or sell and each being familiar with 

19 all the facts relating to the particular property. Sale 

20 prices of the property or comparable property in normal 

21 transac-eions reflecting market value, and the probable 

22 availability or unavailability of persons interested in 

23 purchasing -ehe property, shall be taken into consideration 

21 in arriving at its market value. In arriving at market value, 

25 sal2 prices of property in abnormal transactions not reflecting 

26 market value shall not be taken '.nto account, or shall be 

27 adjusted to eliminate the effect of factors which distort 

28 market value, including but not limited to sales to irr~ediate 

29 f~.,.~ly of the seller, foreclosure or other forced sales, 

JO contract sales, discounted purchase transactions or purchase 

31 o! adjoining land or other land to be operated as a unit. 

32 :16~wi~~s~aficlift9-~~e-previsie"s-ef-~his-see~ie"7-i"-assessi"~ 

33 Q~5-detC~ffi~"i~~-~he-ae~~a~-va~~e-ef-a~~ie~~~~~a%-p~epe~~y 

34 as-ei-da~"dl!y-1:7-±9:;<8.,.-aHd-ifa"~arY-%7-l9:;<97-~Re The actual 

35 ·,.'.:tlue of agricultural property shall be determined on the 
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1 basis of productivity and net earning capacity of the property 

2 determined on the basis of its use for agricultural purposes 

3 capitalized at a rate of seven percent and applied uniformly 

4 among counties and among classes of property. 

5 Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the 

6 actual value of any property shall not exceed its fair and 

7 reasonable market value, except agricultural property which 

8 shall be valued exclusively as provided in unnumbered paragraph 

9 six (6) of this subsection. Fer-a9riettl~ttral-~re~er~Y7-~Ae 

10 asses~ed-¥altte-as-de~ermi"ed-tt"der-~ftis-see~ie"-sftall-Re~ 

11 exeeed-~fte-ae~~a%-va%tte-e£-stteft-pre~er~y-aRd-efte-assessed 

12 va%tte-e£-resideR~ial-preper~y-as-de~ermiRed-ttRder-~Ais-see~ieR 

13 sftall-"e~-exeeed-~fle-fair-aRd-reaseHable-marke~-va±tte-e£-stteft 

14 pfepef~Y7" 

15 Sec. 4. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-one 

16 (441.21), subsection one (I), Code 1979, is amended by striking 

17 paragraphs a and b and unnumbered paragraph five (5). 

18 Sec. 5. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-one 

19 (441.21), subsections five (5), eight (8), and twelve (12), 

20 Code 1979, are amended to read as follows: 

21 5. For valuations established as of January I, 1979, the 

22 percentage of actual value at which agricultural and 

23 residential property shall be assessed shall be the quotient 

24 of the dividend and divisor as defined in this section. The 

25 dividend for each class of property shall be the dividend 

26 as determined for each class of property for valuations 

27 established as of January I, 1978, adjusted by the product 

28 obtained by multiplying the percentage determined for that 

29 year by the amount of any additions or deletions to actual 

30 value, excluding those resulting from the revaluation of 

31 existing properties, as reported by the assessors on the 

32 abstracts of assessment for 1978, plus six percent of the 

33 amount so determined. However, if the difference between 

34 the dividend so determined for either class of property and 

35 the dividend for that class of property for valuations 
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1 established as of January 1, 1978, adjusted by the product 

2 obtained by multiplying the percentage determined for that 

3 year by the amount of any additions or deletions to actual 

4 value, excluding those resulting from the revaluation of 

5 existing properties, as reported by the assessors on the 

6 abstracts of assessment for 1978, is less than six percent, 

7 the 1979 dividend for the other class of property shall be 

8 the dividend as determined for that class of property for 

9 valuations established as of January 1, 1978, adjusted by 

10 the product obtained by multiplying the percentage determined 

11 for that year by the amount of any additions or deletions 

12 to actual value, excluding those resulting from the revaluation 

13 of existing properties, as reported by the assessors on the 

14 abstracts of assessment for 1978, plus a percentage of the 

15 amount so determined which is equal to the percentage by which 

16 the dividend as determined for the other class of property 

17 for valuations established as of January 1, 1978, adjusted 

18 by the product obtained by multiplying the percentage 

19 determined for that year by the amount of any additions or 

20 deletions to actual value, excluding those resulting from 

21 the revaluation of existing properties, as reported by the 

22 assessors on the abstracts of assessment for 1978, is increased 

23 in arriving at the 1979 dividend for the other class of 

24 property. The divisor for each class of property shall be 

25 the total actual value of all such property in the state ~n 

26 the preceding year, as reported by the assessors on the 

27 abstracts of assessment submitted for 1978, plus the amount 

28 of value added to said total actual value by the revaluation 

29 of existing properties in 1979 as equalized by the director 

30 of revenue pursuant to section four hundred forty-one point 

31 forty-nine (441.49) of the Code. The director shall utilize 

32 information reported on abstracts of assessment submitted 

33 pursuant to section 441.45 in determining such percentage. 

34 For valuations established as of January 1, 1980, and each 

35 year thereafter, the percentage of actual value as equalized 
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1 by the director of revenue as provided in section four hundred 

2 forty-one point forty-nine (441.49) of the Code at which 

3 agricultural and residential property shall be assessed shall 

4 be calculated in accordance with the methods provided herein 

5 including the limitation of increases in agricultural and 

6 residential assessed values to the percentage increase of 

7 the other class of property if the other class increases less 

8 than the allowable limit adjusted to include the applicable 

9 and current values as equalized by the director of revenue, 

10 except that any references to six percent in this subsection 

11 shall be four percent. 

12 8. For valuations established as of January 1, 1979, 

13 against which taxes will be levied for the fiscal year 

14 beginning in the 1979 calendar year by any special charter 

15 city that levies and collects its own taxes, the percentage 

16 of actual value at which agricultural and residential property 

17 shall be assessed shall be the quotient of the dividend and 

18 divisor as defined in this section. The dividend for each 

19 class of property shall be the valuation for each class of 

20 property for valuations established as of January 1, 1978, 

21 and upon which any special charter city levied its taxes in 

22 1978, adjusted by the product obtained by multiplying the 

23 percentage determined for that year by the amount of any 

24 additions or deletions to actual value, excluding those 

25 resulting from the revaluation of existing properties, as 

26 reported by the assessor on the abstract of assessment ror 

27 1978, plus six percent of the amount so determined. The 

28 divisor for each class of property shall be the total actual 

29 value of all such property in the city in the preceding year, 

30 as reported by the assessor on the abstract of assessment 

31 submitted for 1978, plus the amount of value added to said 

32 total actual value by the revaluation of existing properties 

33 in 1979. However, if the estimated statewide growth in 

34 assessed valuation is less than six percent for either class 

35 of property for 1979, the director shall estimate the 
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1 percentages by which the statewide valuation of residential 

2 and agricultural property will increase in 1979. The lower 

3 percentage shall be used in lieu of six percent for both 

4 classes of property in calculating the percentages at which 

5 agricultural and residential property shall be assessed. 

6 The percentage at which agricultural and residential property 

7 shall be assessed will be certified by the director on or 

8 before May 31, 1979 to the appropriate city official in special 

9 charter cities that levy and collect their own taxes. The 

10 percentage so certified shall be applicable only to those 

11 valuations against which the special charter city levies its 

12 own tax. For valuations established as of January 1, 1980, 

13 and each year thereafter for any special charter city that 

14 levies and collects its own taxes, the percentage of actual 

15 value as equalized by the director of revenue as provided 

16 in section four hundred forty-one point forty-nine (441.49) 

17 of the Code at which agricultural and residential property 

18 shall be assessed shall be calculated in accordance with the 

19 methods provided herein adjusted to include the applicable 

20 and current values as equalized by the director of revenue, 

21 except that any references to six percent in this subsection 

22 shall be four percent. The assessor shall provide valuation 

23 information to the director of revenue sufficient for the 

24 computation of the assessment percentage by May fifteenth 

25 of each year on forms prescribed by the director of revenue. 

26 12. Not later than Nevember-l7-i9~87-aft~ November 1, 1979, 

27 and November first of each subsequent year, the director shall 

28 certify to the county auditor of each county the percentages 

29 of actual value at which residential and agricultural property 

30 in each assessing jurisdiction in the county shall be assessed 

31 for taxation. The county auditor shall proceed to determine 

32 the assessed values of agricultural and residential property 

33 by applying such percentages to the current actual value of 

34 such property, as reported to the county auditor by the 

35 assessor, and the assessed values so determined shall be the 
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1 taxable values of such properties upon which the levy shall 

2 be made. 

3 Sec. 6. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-one 

4 (441.21), subsection six (6), Code 1979, is amended to read 

5 as follows: 

6 6. Beginning with valuations established as of January 

7 1, 1978, the assessors shall report the aggregate taxable 

8 values and the number of dwellings located on agricultural 

9 land and the aggregate taxable value of all other structures 

10 on agricultural land. Beginning with valuations established 

11 as of January 1, ±98e 1981, such agricultural structures and 

12 agricultural dwellings located on agricultural land shall 

13 be valued at their market value as defined in this section 

14 and agricultural structures and agricultural dwellings shall 

15 each constitute a separate class of property. 

16 Sec. 7. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-three 

17 (441.23), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

18 441.23 NOTICE OF VALUATION. If there has been an increase 

19 or decrease in the valuation of the property, or upon the 

20 written request of the person assessed, the assessor shall, 

21 at the time of making the assessment, inform the person 

22 assessed, in writing, of the valuation put upon the taxpayer's 

23 property, and notify the person, if he or she feels aggrieved, 

24 to appear before the board of review and show why the 

25 assessment should be changed. Ifi-eee-fi~mee~ee-yea~~7-~he 

26 The owners of real property shall be notified not later than 

27 April ±5 fifteenth of any adjustment of the real property 

28 assessment. Ifi-eVefi-fitlmbe~ed-yea~s7-~fie-fiee~ee-er-afi-±fte~ea~e 

29 e~-dee~ea~e-~ft-~fie-va±tlae±efi-e~-efie-~~e~e~~y-9fia±±-ee-~~ev±ded 

30 ~e-~fie-eWftefS-e£-fea±-~fe~ef~y-fte~-±a~e~-efiafi-Jtlfte-3e-a~ 

31 ~fev±ded-±ft-see~~efi-++±~49~ 

32 Sec. 8. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-four 

33 (441.24), Code 1979, is amended by adding the following new 

34 unnumbered paragraph: 

3S NE" UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. However, all or part of the 
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1 penalty imposed under this section may be waived by the board 

2 of review upon application to the board by the assessor or 

3 the property owner. The waiver or reduction in the penalty 

4 shall be allowed only on the valuation of real property against 

5 which the penalty has been imposed. 

6 Sec. 9. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-six 

7 (441.26), Code 1979, 1S amended to read as follows: 

8 441.26 ASSESSMENT ROLLS AND BOOKS. The director of revenue 

9 shall each year prescribe the form of assessment roll to be 

10 used by all assessors in assessing real and personal property, 

11 including moneys and credits, in this state, also the form 

12 of pages of the assessor's assessment book. Such assessment 

13 rolls shall be in such form as will permit entering thereon, 

14 separately, the names of all persons, partnerships, corpora­

lS tions, or associations assessed; shall contain a form of oath 

16 or affirmation to be administered to each person assessed, 

17 and shall also contain a notice in substantially the following 

18 form: 

19 "If you are not satisfied that the foregoing assessment 

20 is correct, you may file a protest against such assessment 

21 with the board of review on or after April ±6 sixteenth, to 

22 and including May 5 fifth, of the year of the assessment, 

23 such protest to be confined to the grounds specified in section 

24 441.37. Dated •......... day of .......... , 19 ..... , 

25 County/City Assessor." 

26 ~Re-aaees-s~ee~f~ee-*ft-ehe-ftee±ee-sefte-ee-ehe-ewfte~-ef 

27 ~~e~epey-ift-eveft-fttlmbepee-yeaps-SRa%%-eeftea±ft-ehe-eaees-fe~ 

28 fi%ift~-ef-~peeeses-as-~pevieee-~n-seee±en-44%~49~ 

29 The notice in 1981 and each odd-numbered year thereafter 

30 shall contain a statement that the assessments are subject 

31 to equalization pursuant to an order issued by the director 

32 of revenue, that the county auditor shall give notice on or 

33 before October fifteenth by publication in an official 

34 newspaper of general circulation to any class of property 

35 affected by the equalization order, and that the board of 
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review shall be in session from October fifteenth to November 

fifteenth to hear protests of affected property owners or 

taxpayers whose valuations have been adjusted by the 

equalization order. 

Such assessment rolls shall be used in listing the property 

and showing the values affixed to such property of all persons, 

partnerships, corporations, or associations assessed, which 

8 rolls shall be made in duplicate. Said duplicate roll shall 

9 be signed by the assessor, detached from the original and 

10 delivered to the person assessed if there has been an increase 

11 or decrease in the valuation of the property, or upon the 

12 written request of the person assessed. It shall be lawful 

13 to combine the affidavit or form of oath or affirmation with 

14 reference to real and personal property, and the affidavit 

15 or form of oath or affirmation as to moneys and credits, into 

16 one affidavit or form of oath or affirmation, and only the 

17 one such affidavit or form of oath or affirmation shall be 

18 sufficient on the assessment roll. The pages of the assessor's 

19 assessment book shall contain columns ruled and headed for 

20 the information required by this chapter and that which the 

21 director of 

22 work of the 

revenue may deem essential in the equalization 

director. The assessor shall return all assessment 

23 rolls and any schedules therewith to the county auditor, along 

24 with the completed assessment book, as provided in this 

25 chapter, and the county auditor shall carefully keep and 

26 preserve all such rolls, schedules and book for a periOd of 

27 five years from the time of filing of the same in fiis the 

28 county auditor's office. 

29 Beginning with valuations for January 1, 1977 and each 

30 succeeding year, for each parcel of property entered in the 

31 assessment book, the assessor shall list the classification 

32 of the property. 

33 Sec. 10. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-eight 

34 (441.28), 

35 441.28 

Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

ASSESSMENT ROLLS--CHANGE--NOTICE TO TAXPAYER. 
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1 The assessment shall be completed not later than April i5 

2 ~~-eaa-fltlmbe~ea-yea~~-afle-fle~-~a~e~-~~a~-May-~5-ift-eve~-

3 fl~~e~ee-yea~s fifteenth each year. If the assessor makes 

4 any change in an assessment after it has been entered on the 

5 assessor's rolls, ~e the assessor shall note on said roll, 

6 together with the original assessment, the new assessment 

7 and the reason for the change, together with R±~ the assessor's 

8 signature and the date of the change. Provided, however, 

9 in the event the assessor increases any assessment fie the 

10 assessor shall give notice in writing thereof to the taxpayer 

11 by mail prior to the meeting of the board of review. No 

12 changes shall be made on the assessment rolls after April 

13 ±5-ift-eae-ft~be~ecl-yea~~-afto-af~e~-May-i5-±ft-evefl-fttlmBe?eo 

14 yea~s fifteenth except by order of the board of review or 

15 by decree of court. 

16 Sec. I!. Section four hundred forty-one point thirty 

17 (441. 30) , Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

18 441.30 COMPLETION OF ASSESSMENT--OATH. The assessment 

19 shall be completed by ~He-£i~9~-eay-e£-May-±ft-eaO-fltlmbe?ea 

20 yea~9-e~-atlfte-:-±ft-eveft-fttlmbe~ee-year9T April fifteenth and 

21 the assessor shall attach to the assessment rolls his or her 

22 oath in the following form: 

23 "I, (A •......... B .......... ), assessor of city/county 

24 of •.....•... state of Iowa, do solemnly swear (or affirm) 

25 that the taxable values of all property, money, and credits, 

26 of which a statement has been made and verified by the oath 

27 of the person required to list the same, is herein set forth 

28 in such statement; that in every case, where I have been 

29 required to ascertain the amount or value of any property, 

30 I have diligently, and by the best means in my power, 

31 endeavored to ascertain the true amount and value, and as 

32 I verily believe the taxable values thereof are set forth 

33 in the annexed return; in no case have I knowingly omitted 

34 to demand of any person, of whom 1 was required to do so, 

35 a statement of the items of R±~ the person's property which 
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1 fie the person was required by law to list, nor to administer 

2 the oath to fi~m the person, unless he the person refused to 

3 take it, nor in any way connive at any violation or evasion 

4 of any of the requirements of the law in relation to the 

5 assessment of property for taxation. 

6 ......................................................... 
7 Assessor 

8 Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) this •......... day 

9 0 f .......... A. D ........... , be fore me. 

10 

11 Notary Public/Clerk of Court" 

12 Sec. 12. Section four hundred forty-one point thirty-three 

13 (441.33), Code 1979, is amended to read as fOllows: 

14 441.33 SESSIONS OF BOARD OF REVIEW. The board of reVlew 

15 shall be in session from May iI: first to May 3i1:-±ft thirty-first 

16 each eaa-ft~6e~ea year and for such additional period as may 

17 be required under section 441.37 and shall hold as many 

18 meetings as are necessary to discharge its duties. On June 

19 iI: first in afty-eaa-ft~M6e~ea-yea~ those years in which a session 

20 has not been extended as required under section 441.37, said 

21 board shall return all books, records and papers to the 

22 assessor except undisposed of protests and records pertaining 

23 thereto. If it has not completed its work prior to June ± 

24 first, in those years in which the session has not been 

25 extended under section 441.37 the director of revenue may 

26 authorize the board of review to continue in session for such 

27 period as is necessary to complete its work, but in no event 

28 shall the director of revenue approve a continuance extending 

29 beyond July 3:5 fifteenth. On June iI: first or on the final 

30 day of any extended session required under section 441.37 

31 or authorized by the director of revenue as herein provided 

32 the board of review shall be adjourned until May 3: first of 

33 the following year. It shall adopt its own rules of procedure, 

34 elect its own chairman from its membership, and keep minutes 

35 of its meetings. The board shall appoint a clerk who may 
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1 be a member of such board or any other qualified person, 

2 except the assessor or any member of "~5 the assessor's staff. 

3 It may be reconvened by the director of revenue. All 

4 undisposed protests in its hands on July 15 fifteenth shall 

5 be automatically overruled and returned to the assessor 

6 together with its other records. 

7 rn-even-n~fflbered-yearS7-e"e-&6ard-ef-re¥±eW-5"a%l-be-±" 

8 ge99~e~-ae-e"e-e±ffle5-ee9i9~aeed-~ft-geeeie~-44l~49~ 

9 Within fifteen days following the adjournment of any regular 

10 or special session, the board of review shall submit to the 

11 director of revenue, on forms prescribed by the director, 

12 a report of any actions taken during that session. 

13 Sec. 13. Section four hundred forty-one point thirty-seven 

14 (441.37), unnumbered paragraph one (I), Code 1979, is amended 

15 to read as follows: 

16 Any property owner or aggrieved taxpayer who is dissatisfied 

17 with his or her assessment may file a protest against such 

18 assessment with the board of review on or after April %6 

19 sixteenth, to and including May 5 fifth, of the year of the 

20 assessment. In any county which has been declared to be a 

21 disaster area by proper federal authorities after March 1 

22 first and prior to May ~e twentieth of said year of assessment, 

23 the board of review shall be authorized to remain in session 

24 until June fifteenth and the time for filing a protest shall 

25 be extended to and include the period from May ~5 twenty-fifth 

26 to June 5 fifth of such year. Said protest shall be in writing 

27 and signed by the one protesting or by his or her duly 

28 authorized agent. ~Re-daee9-S~eeif±ee-i"-eR~S-Seeeie"-SRa±± 

29 a~~ly-e"%y-in-edd-"~fflberee-year9~--~Re-eiffle-fer-f±lin9-ef 

30 ~~eeeses-in-e¥en-~Mfflee~ee-yearS-9"a%l-ee-as-~re¥ided-i~-seeeien 

31 441749~--~a~~ayer The taxpayer may have an oral hearing thereon 

32 if request therefor in writing is made at the time of filing 

33 the protest. Said protest must be confined to one or more 

34 of the following grounds: 

35 Sec. 14. Section four hundred forty-one point forty-five 
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1 (441.45), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

2 441.45 ABSTRACT TO STATE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE. The 

3 county assessor of each county and each city assessor shall, 

4 on or before July %-~~-edd-~~~ee~ed-yea~9-a~d-e~-e~-ee£e~e 

5 Se~tembe~-%5-~~-eve~-~~mbered-yea~s first of each year, make 

6 out and transmit to the department of revenue an abstract 

7 of the real and personal property in his or her county or 

8 city, as the case may be, and file a copy thereof with the 

9 county auditor, in which he the assessor shall set forth: 

10 1. The number of acres of land and the aggregate taxable 

11 values of the same, exclusive of city lots, returned by the 

12 assessors, as corrected by the board of review. 

13 2. The aggregate taxable values of real estate by class 

14 in each school district, township and city in the county, 

15 returned as corrected by the board of review. 

16 3. The aggregate taxable values of personal property. 

17 4. Other facts as may be required by the director of 

18 revenue. 

19 In any case where a board of review continues in session 

20 beyond June ~7-i~-afty-ede-ftambered-year7-er-beye~e-A~~tl9~ 

21 ~5-±~-eveft-ft~mbered-years first, under provisions of sections 

22 441.33 and 441.37 the abstract of the real and personal prop-

23 erty shall be made out and transmitted to the department of 

24 revenue within fifteen days after the date of final adjournment 

25 by said board. 

26 Sec. 15. Section four hundred forty-one point forty-eight 

27 (441.48), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

28 441.48 NOTICE OF ADJUSTMENT. Before the director of 

29 revenue shall adjust the valuation of any class of property 

30 any such percentage, the director shall serve ten days' notice 

31 by mail, on the assesser county auditor of the county whose 

32 valuation is proposed to be adjusted and the director shall 

33 hold an adjourned meeting after such ten days' notice, at 

34 which time s~eh the county or assessing jurisdiction may 

35 appear by its city councilor board of supervisors, city Or 
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1 county attorney, and other assessing jurisdiction, city or 

2 county officials, and make written or oral protest against 

3 such proposed adjustment, which protest shall consist simply 

4 of a statement of the error, or errors, complained of with 

5 such facts as may lead to their correction, and at such 

6 adjourned meeting final action may be taken in reference 

7 thereto. 

8 Sec. 16. 

9 (441.49), 

Section four hundred forty-one point forty-nine 

Code 1979, is amended by striking the section and 

10 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

11 441.49 ADJUSTMENT BY AUDITOR. The director shall keep 

12 a record of the review and adjustment proceedings and finish 

13 the proceedings on or before October first unless for good 

14 cause the proceedings cannot be completed by that date. The 

15 director shall notify each county auditor by mail of the final 

16 action taken at the proceedings and specify any adjustments 

17 in the valuations of any class of property to be made effective 

18 for the jurisdiction. 

19 HOwever, an assessing jurisdiction may request the director 

20 to permit the use of an alternative method of applying the 

21 equalization order to the property values in the assessing 

22 jurisdiction, provided that the final valuation shall be 

23 equivalent to the director's equalization order. The assessing 

24 jurisdiction shall notify the county auditor of the request 

25 for the use of an alternative method of applying the 

26 equalization order and the director's disposition of the 

27 request. The request to use an alternative method of applying 

28 the equalization order, including procedures for notifying 

29 affected property owners and appealing valuation adjustments, 

30 shall be made within ten days from the date the county auditor 

31 receives the equalization order and the valuation adjustments, 

32 and appeal procedures shall be completed by November thirtieth 

33 of the year of the equalization order. Compliance with the 

34 provisions of section four hundred forty-one point twenty-

35 one (441.21) of the Code is sufficient grounds for the direc-
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1 tor to permit the use of an alternative method of applying 

2 the equalization order. 

3 On or before October fifteenth the county auditor shall 

4 cause to be published in official newspapers of general cir-

5 culation the final equalization order. Failure to publish 

6 the equalization order has no effect upon the validity of 

7 the orders. 

8 The county auditor shall add to or deduct from the valua-

9 tion of each class of property in the county the required 

10 percentage, rejecting all fractions of fifty cents or less 

11 in the result, and counting all fractions over fifty cents 

.12 as one dOllar. For any special charter city that levies and 

13 collects its own tax based on current year assessed values, 

14 the equalization percentage shall be applied to the following 

15 year's values, and shall be considered the equalized values 

16 for that year for purposes of this chapter. 

17 The local board of review shall reconvene in special session 

18 from October fifteenth to November fifteenth for the purpose 

19 of hearing the protests of affected property owners or 

20 taxpayers within the jurisdiction of the board whose valua-

21 tion of property if adjusted pursuant to the equalization 

22 order issued by the director of revenue will result in a 

23 greater value than permitted under section four hundred forty-

¥24 one point twenty-one (441.21) of the Code. The board of 

25 review shall accept protests only during the first ten days 

26 following the date the local board of review reconvenes. 

27 The board of review shall limit its review to only the timely 

28 filed protests. The board of review may adjust all or a part 

29 of the percentage increase ordered by the director of revenue 

30 by adjusting the actual value of the property under protest 

31 to one hundred percent of actual value. Any adjustment so 

32 determined by the board of review shall not exceed the 

33 percentage increase provided for in the director's equalization 

34 order. The determination of the board of review on filed 

35 protests is final. subject to review by the director of revenue 
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1 for the purpose of determining whether the board's actions 

2 substantially altered the equalization order. In making the 

3 review, the director has all the powers provided in chapter 

4 four hundred twenty-one (421) of the Code, and in exercising 

5 the powers the director is not subject to chapter seventeen 

6 A (17A) of the Code. Not later than ten days following the 

7 adjournment of the board, the board of review shall submit 

8 to the director of revenue, on forms prescribed by the 

9 director, a report of all actions taken by the board of review 

10 during this session. 

11 Not later than ten days after the date the final equali-

12 zation order is issued, the city or county officials of the 

13 affected county or assessing jurisdiction may appeal the final 

14 equalization order to the state board of tax review. The 

15 appeal shall not delay the implementation of the equalization 

16 orders. 

17 Tentative and final equalization orders issued by the 

18 director of revenue are not rules as defined in section seven-

19 teen A point two (17A.2), subsection seven (7) of the Code. 

20 Sec. 17. The legislative council is directed to create 

21 a ten-member study committee composed of five members each 

22 from the standing committees on ways and means of the senate 

23 and house of representatives representing both political 

24 parties, which committee shall conduct during the 1979 legis-

25 lative interim a comprehensive study of the present property 

26 tax structure. The study shall include, but not be limited 

27 to, the following: 

28 1. How different types and classes of property should 

29 be valued for property tax assessment purposes. 

30 2. The impact of property taxes upon multi-family and 

31 multi-purpose residential property, determining the amount 

32 of such property in this state. 

33 3. The impact of the current property tax system on com-

34 mercial property. 

35 Expenses of the study committee, including the cost for 
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employing persons or business firms to assist the committee 

in its study shall be paid from funds available under section 

two point twelve (2.12) of the Code. 

The study committee shall transmit copies of its final 

report to the governor and the members of the Sixty-eighth 

General Assembly, 1980 Session, not later than January 30, 

1980. The final report shall include findings of fact and 

its recommendations. 

9 Sec. 18. When the board of review meets in special session 

10 from October 15, 1979 to November 15, 1979 to hear protests 

11 on property valuation which have been adjusted in 1979 by 

12 
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20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

the equalization order, the board shall also review any 

application for waiver of reduction allowed be be filed with 

the board under section eight (8) of this Act. 
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SENATE 13 
:'lAY 10, 1979 

$-3766 

HOUSE FILE 757 

1 Amend House File 757, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows; 
3 1. Page 2, by inserting after line 8 the following 
4 new sections: 
5 "Sec. Section four hundred twenty-five point 
6 two (425.2}7 Code 1979, is amended by striking the 
7 section and inserting in lieu thereof the following; 
8 425.2 QUALIFYING FOR CREDIT. A person who wishes 
9 to qualify for the credit allowed under this chapter, 

10 shall obtain the appropriate forms for filing for 
11 the credit from the assessor. The person claiming 
12 the credit shall file a verified statement and 
13 designation of homestead with the assessor for the 
14 year for which the person is first claiming the credit. 
15 The claim shall be filed not later than July first 
16 of the year for which the person is claiming the 
17 credit. 
18 Upon the filing of the claim, the claim shall be 
19 allowed to that person for successive years without 
20 further filing as long as the property is used as 
21 a homestead. The person filing the claim need not 
22 file additional claims on that homestead. vfuen the 
23 property is sold or transferred, a person who wishes 
24 to qualify shall refile for credit. A person who 
25 ceases to use a property for a homestead shall notify 
26 the assessor not later than June thirtieth of the 
27 year in which the use is changed. 
28 In case the OHner of the homestead is in active 
29 service in the military, naval, or air forces or nurse 
30 corps of this state or of the United States, the 
31 statement and designation may be delivered or filed 
32 by any member of the owner's family. The commissioner 
33 of social services or the commissioner's designee 
34 shall make application for the benefits of this chapter 
35 as the agent for and on behalf of persons receiving 
36 assistance under chapter two hundred forty-nine (249) 
37 of the Code. 
38 Sec. . Section four hundred twenty-five point 
39 three (425.3), Code 1979, is amended by striking the 
40 section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
41 425.3 VERIFICATION OF CLAIMS FOR HOMESTEAD CREDIT. 
42 The assessor shall retain a permanent file of current 
43 homestead claims filed in the assessor's office. 
44 The assessor shall file a notice of transfer of 
45 property for which a claim is filed when notice is 
46 received from the office of the county recorder. 
47 The county recorder shall give notice to the 
48 assessor of each transfer of title filed in the 
49 recorder's office. The notice shall describe the 
50 property transferred, the name of the person 
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1 transferring the title to the property, and the name 
2 of the person to whom title to the property has been 
3 transferred. 
4 Not later than July second of each year, the 
5 assessor shall remit the statements and designation 
6 of homesteads to the county auditor with the assessor's 
7 recommendation for allowance or disallowance. If 
8 the assessor recor.~ends disallowance of a claim, the 
9 assessor shall submit the reasons for the 

10 recor.~endation, in writing, to the county auditor. 
11 The county auditor shall forward the claims to 
12 the board of supervisors. The board shall eXw~ine 
13 all claims filed and delivered and shall allow or 
14 disallow th~ claims. If the board disallows a claim, 
15 it shall send written notice, by certified mail, to 
16 the claimant at the claimant's last known address. 
17 The notice shall state the reasons for disallowing 
18 the claim for the credit. 
19 Sec. Section four hundred twenty-five point 
20 six (425~, Code 1979, is amended to read as follows! 
21 425.6 WAIVER BY NEGLECT. If aRY a person fails 
22 to ffiake file a claim for the credits provided for 
23 under this chapter as herein required, fie the person 
24 shall be deemed to have waived the homestead credit 
25 for tHe ~ year preceding the year in which fie the 
26 person failed to make claim." 
27 2. Page 17, by inserting after line 19 the 
28 following new sections! 
29 "Sec. NEW SECTION. DEFINITION. As used 
30 in this Act, "committee" means the county finance 
31 committee. 
32 Sec. NEW SECTION. COUNTY FINANCE COMl'lIT-
33 TEE. 
34 1. There is created a county finance committee 
35 consisting of nine members. The members of the 
36 committee shall be: 
37 a. The auditor of state or a designee of the 
38 auditor of state. 
39 b. The state comptroller or a designee of the 
40 state comptroller. 
41 c. Five elected county officials who are regularly 
42 involved in budget preparation. One county official 
43 shall be from a county with a population of less than 
44 eleven thousand five hundred, one from a county with 
45 a popUlation of more than eleven thousand five hundred 
46 but not more than sixteen thousand, one from a coun"t.y 
47 with a popUlation of more than sixteen thousand but 
48 not more than twenty-two thousand five hundred, one 
49 from a county with a popUlation of more than twenty-
50 two thousand five hundred but not more than eighty 
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S-3766 - PAGE 3 
1 thousand and one from a county with a population of 
2 more than eighty thousand. The governor shall select 
3 and appoint the county officials, subject to the 
4 approval of two-thirds of the me~bers of the senate. 
5 d. A certified public accountant experienced in 
6 governmental accounting selected and appointed by 
7 the governor I-Tith the approval of two-thirds of the 
8 members of the senate. 
9 e. An operations research analyst experienced 

10 in cost effectiveness analysis of county services 
11 appointed by, and to serve at the pleasure of, the 
12 legislative council. 
13 2. The members of the committee appointed by the 
14 governor are appointed for four-year terms except 
15 that of the initial appointments, two county official 
16 members shall be appointed to two-year terms. vfuen 
17 a county official member no longer holds the office 
18 which qualified him or her for appointment, he or 
19 she shall no longer be a member of the committee. 
20 Any person appointed to fill a vacancy shall be 
21 appointed to serve the unexpired term. Any member 
22 is eligible for reappointment, but a member shall 
23 not be appointed to serve more than two four-year 
24 terms. 
25 Sec. NEW SECTION. OFFICE--STAFF--COHPENSA-
26 TION. 
27 1. The committee is located for administrative 
28 purposes within the office of state comptroller. 
29 The state comptroller shall provide office space, 
30 staff assistance, and necessary supplies and equipment 
31 for the committee. The state comptroller shall budget 
32 funds to pay the compensation and expenses of the 
33 comIni ttee. 
34 2. Each member is entitled to reimbursement for 
35 actual and necessary expenses incurred in the 
36 performance of committee duties. Each member, except 
37 officers and employees of the state and full-time 
38 elected county officials, is entitled to receive a 
39 per diem of forty dollars for each day spent in the 
40 performance of committee duties. 
41 3. The committee shall select its own officers 
42 except that the state comptroller or a designee of 
43 the state comptroller shall serve as chairperson. 
44 Sec. NEW SECTION. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE 
45 CONNrTTE~ The committee shall: 
46 1. Design budget forms for all county funds. 
47 2. Estabish guidelines for program budgeting and 
48 accounting and the preparation of five-year capital 
49 improvement plans. It shall, where practicable, use 
50 recommendations of the national council on governmental 
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1 accounting. 
2 3. Review and comment on county budgets to county 
3 officials and provide assistance to enable counties 
4 to improve upon and use sound financial procedures. 
5 4. Conduct studies of county revenues and expendi-
6 tures. 
7 5. Advise and make recommendations annually to 
8 the governor and the general assembly concerning 
9 county budgets and finance. 

10 6. Promulgate its rules in compliance with chapter 
11 seventeen A (17A) of the Code. 
12 Sec. NE\'1 SECTION. ADDITIONAL DD""rIES. In 
13 addition to the powers and duties specified in the 
14 preceding section of this Act, the committee shall 
15 prepare legislation for submission to the general 
16 assembly in January, 1981, which would have as its 
17 principal purpose the consolidation of current county 
18 funds into not more than seven functional funds. 
19 The committee shall also make recommendations for 
20 appropriate budget or levy limitations for the proposed 
,21 consolidated funds." 
22 3. Renumber sections and correct internal 
23 references as are necessary in accordance \-li th this 
24 amendment. 

8-3766 FILED 
~lAY 9, .1979_, ,. • 

.1-1 1'I;.:.Q:~0..,uF.v 67/;/:. :1' /:;:..5" ) 

BY COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS 
ROLF V. CRAFT, CHAIRPERSON 

f;. ~<6jf--Z,j d"~'-,"~"'-: J <;{, HOUSE FILE 757---
S-i771---- '::'~~:t/ ,~7/:-( ;'~J'> 

1 I,menc1 House File 757, as ar.lendeu, passed, 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 

and 

3 1. Page 2, line 31, by striking the worus 
4 a percentage increase on". 
5 2. Page 2, by striking lines 32 and 33. 
(; 3. Page 2, line 3 i l, by striking the ,vords 
7 revenue.". 

"of 

S-3771 FILED & LQ~T ( -1 /L-''';) 
MAY 10, 1979 

BY NORMAK G. RODGERS 

HOUSE FILE 757 
S-3772 

1 Amencl House Filc 757, as .'mended, passed, and 
reprinted by the Housc, as follows: 2 

3 
£; 

6 
7 
8 

1. Page 6, lines 9, 10, and 11, by striking the 
'<lords ", e!(cept that any references to six percent 
in this subsection sharI he four percent". 

2. Page 1, Ines 20, 21, and 22, by striking the 
words ", except that any references to six percc:1t 
in titis sullsect~on shall be four percent'~ 

/ 
S-3772 FILED & LOST <"'I' /( S~,) BY NORMAN G. RODGERS 

EARL M. WILLITS 
JOE BROWN 

MAY 10, 1979 

-". -' 

~ ;:;::::::.' 
' ........ ~ ". 
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HOUSE FILE 757 

Amend House File 757, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by inserting after line 8 the following 
4 new sections: 
5 "Sec. section four hundred twenty-five point 
6 two (Q25.'2T; Code 1979, is amended by striking. the 
7 section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
8 425.2 QUALIFYING FOR CREDIT. A person who \vlshes 
9 to qualify for the credit allowed under this chapter, 

10 shall obtain the appropriate forms for filing for 
l' the credit from the assessor. The person clai.r.Jing 
12 the credit shall file a verified statement and 
13 designation of homestead with the assessor for the 
14 year for which the person is first claiming the credit. 
15 The claim shall be filed not later than July first 
16 of the year for which the person is claiming the 
17 credit. 
18 The claim shall have on its face a notice to the 
19 claimant that if the claimant ceases to use property 
20 as a homestead, the claimant is no longer eligible 
21 to receive the credit on the designated homestead 
22 and the department shall have the authority to file 
23 an action in law to recover any amo.unt paid to the 
2~ .. county on the designated homestead for any years in 
2\., which the claimant was not eligible to receive the 
26 credit. 
27 Upon the filing of the claim, the claim shall be 
28 allowed to that person for successive years without 
29 further filing as long as the property is used as 
30 a ho~estead. The person filing the claim need not 
31 file additional claims on that homestead. When the 
32 property is sold or transferred, a person who wishes 
33 to qualify shall refile for credit. A person who 
34 ceases to use a property for a homestead shall notify 
35 the assessor not .il.ater than June thirtieth of the 
36 year in whicb the use is changed. 
37 In case the owner of the homestead is in active 
38 service in the military, naval, or air forces or nurse 
39 corps of this state or of the united States, the 
40 statement and designation may be delivered or filed 
41 by any member of the m-;ner's family. The commissioner 
42 of social services or the commissioner's designee 
43 shall mal:e application for the benefits of this chapter 
44 as the agent for and on behalf of persons receiving 
45 assistance under chapter two hundred forty-nine (249) 
46 of the Code. 
47 Sec. • section four hundred twenty-five point 
48 three (425.3), Code 1979, is amended by striking the 
~ section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
;-. 425. 3 VERIFICATIOI~ OF CLl\HlS FOR HmU:STEAD CREDIT. 
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1 The assessor shall retain a permanent file of current 
2 homestead claims filed in the assessor's office. 
3 The assessor shall file a notice of transfer of 
4 property for which a claL~ is filed when notice is 
5 received from the office of the county recorder. 
6 The county recorder shall give notice to the 
7 assessor of each transfer of title filed in the 
8 recorder's office. The notice shall describe the 
9 property transferred, the name of the person 

10 transferring the title to the property, and the name 
11 of the person to wh= title to the property has been 
12 transferred. 
13 Not later than July second of each year, the 
14 assessor shall remit the statements and designation 
15 of hOl:testeads to the county auditor with the assessor's 
16 recomI:lenda tion for allowance or disallovlance. If 
17 the assessor recoffiQends disallowance of a claim; the 
18 assessor shall submit the reasons for the 
19 recor:unenda tion, in vlri ting, to the county auditor. 
20 The county auditor shall fOrlvard the clairos to 
21 the board of supervisors. The board shall examine 
22 all clai~s filed and delivered and shall allow or 
23 disallow the claims. If the board ,disallows a claim, 
24 it shall send written notice, by certified ~ail, to 
25 the claimant at the claL~ant's last known address. 
26 The notice shall state the reasons for disallmving 
27 the claim for the credit. 
28 Sec. Section four hundred twenty-five point 
29 six (425-:6), Code 1979, is ame.!1ded to read as follows: 
30 1125.6 I-.AIVER BY NEGLECT. If a~y a person fails 
31 to Jildff.e file a claim for the credits provided for 
32 under ,this ch~pter as herein required, he the person 
33 shall be deeMed to have waived the homestead credit 
34 for ~he any year precEoc1ing the year in which he the 
35 person failed to make claim. 
36 Sec. Section four hundred t\·:enty-seven point 
37 six (427~, Code 1979, is fu~ended to read as follows: 
38 1127.6 ALLOiiA!·;CE--CONTINUING EFFECTIVL"ESS. Said 
39 claim for exemption, if filed on or before July + 
40 first of any year anc1 allO\~ed by the board of 
41 supervisors, shall be effective to secure an exe~ption 
42 etd,-'l' for the year in ,·!hich such exe.rnption is filed 
43 and for successive years without further filing as 
44 long as the property is mined by the claimant. 
45 Provided, notwithstanding the filing of ·the claim 
46 on or before July + first of any year, the claimant 
47 or the claimant's unremal.ried surviving spouse shall 
48 be the legal or equitable owner of the property upon 
49 which ex~nption is claimed, on the first day of July 
50 of the year in which said exemption is cla~~ec1 and 
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1 for each succeeding year. 
2 Any person whose claim is denied under the 
3 provisions of this chapter may appeal from the action 
q of the board of supervisors in the district court 
5 of the county in which said claimed military service 
6 tax exemption is situated by giving vlritten notice 
7 of such appeal to the county auditor of said county 
8 within tv7enty days from the date of mailing of notice 
9 of such action by the voard of supervisors. 

10 Upon adoption of a resolution by the county board 
11 of supervisors, any person may request, in writing, -
12 from the appropriate assessor forms for the filing 
13 for a military service tax exemption. The person 
14 may complete the form, which shall include a statement 
15 claiming the military service tax exemption and 
16 designating the property upon which the tax exe~ption 
17 is claimed, and mailed or return it to the aporopriate 
18 assessor. The signature of the clamant on t-he -claim 
19 shall be considered the claimant's acknowledgment 
20 that all statements and facts entered on _the form 
21 are correct to the best of the claimant ~ knowledge." 

S-3806 F~LED 
A.IO, 1979 

S-3801 

& ADOPTED (~ - - " BY LOII'ELL L. JUNKINS 
JOHN SCOTT 
EDGAR HOLDEN 

HOUSE FILE 757 

1 r,mend the COffirJittee on lvays and I1eans amendment, 
2 S-37~6, to House File 757, as amended, passed, and 
3 repr~nted by the House, as follo"7s: 
4 1. Page 1, line 21, by inserting after the word 
5 "hoI:lestea<1" the \vords "of the claimant". 
6 2. Page 1, line 22, by inserting after the word 
7 "homestead" the words and figure ", exce;.:>t that a 
8 person ~·;ho shall file a claim for the credit allowed 
9 under section four hundred h,'enty-five pOint fifteen 

--+0 (425.15) of the Code" shall continue to file 
11 annually". 
12 3. Page 1, line 24, by striking the words "]\. 
13 person v;ho". 
14 4. Page 1, by striking lines 25, 26, and 27. 
15 S. Page 2, by striking lines 19 through 26. 

3-3801 FILED & WITHDRAWN(i/G:,_'1) BY ROLF V. CRAFT 
!9l.lAY 10, 1979 



S-3781 HOUSE FILE 757 

1 l\Jnend the Cor:-rr.1itt,ee on \'lays and r·~eans ar.tcnd..~ent, 
2 S-376G, to House File 757, as amended, passed, and 
3 reprint.ed by the House, as follm.;s: 
4 1. Page 4, by inserting after line 21 the follovling 
5 new sC!ction: 
6 "Sec. • tIEl, SEC'i'IOll. The county finance 
7 cODrnitteeestahlisheu by this Act is abolished on 
8 July 1, 1981." 
9 2. Renumher sections and correct internal 

10 references as ure necessary in accordance with this 
11 amenjment. 

S-~~781 FILED & ADOPTED {f /(. -~ 7) : :BY ROLF V. 
MAY 10, 1979 

S-3786 
HOUSE FILE 757 

CRAFT 

1 A~end House File 757, as amended, passed, and, 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 17, by inserting after line 3 1\ the 
4 following new subsection: 
5 " . The feasibility of enacting a utility cost 
6 credit for persons eligible for reL~bursement for 
7 property taxes paid or rent constituting property 
8 taxes paid or other similar ub.lity cost <lssist<lnce 
9 progri'-lilS for the elderly and totally disabled." 

S-37S6 F'ILED 
~IAY 10, 1979 
RULED OUT OF ORDER (1' /,.5-;) 

BY JOHN R. SCOTT 

.. :. i-.., 
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Amend House File 757, as amended, passed, and 
reprinted by the House, as follows: 

1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the following 
new sections: 

"Section 1. section twenty-four point thirty-five 
(24.35), sUbsection one (l), Code 1979, is amended 
to read as follows: 

1. "Base year" means the preceding fiscal year.L. 
except that for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 
1980. the base year shall be the property tax budget 
for the "scal year beqlnning July 1, 1979 lncreased 
by seven percent over the property tax bUdget for 
the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1978 .. 

Sec. 2. section twenty-four point thirty-six 
(24.36), unnumbered paragraph one (l), Code 1979, 
is amended to read as follows: 

The maximum amount in dollars which may be levied 
by a ci ty ~li th a population of more than sever. hundred 
fifty over the amount in dollars levied for the base 
year shall be limited to an aggregate increase of . 
R~Be-~e~eeR~-£er-~p.e-f~sea±-year-ae~iRR~R~-J~±y-±~ 
±9;G-aRa seven percent for the fiscal yea~5-ae~iRRiR~ 
~~±Y-±T-±9++-aR~-JH±Y-±T-±9+8 year beginning July 
1, 1980. and each succeeding fiscal year, for the 
following designated property tax levies, except as 
otherwise provided in this division: 

Sec. 3. section twenty-four point thirty-seven 
(24.37), unnumbered paragraph one (I), Code 1979, 
is amended to read as follows: 

The maximum amount in dollars which may be levied 
by a county over the amount in dollars levied for 
the base year shall be limited to an aggregate increase 
of RiRe-~e£eeR~-fer-~Re-f~sea±-year-ae~~RR~R~-~~±Y 
;T-±9~G-aRa seven percent for the fiscal yeaFR 
ae~±p.R~R~-d~±Y-:T-:g~~-aRa-J~±Y-±T-±9~8 year beqinning 
July 1. 1980, and each succeeding fiscal year, for 
the following designated property tax levies, except 
as otherwise provided in this division: 

Sec. 4. section twenty-four point thirty-eight 
(24.38), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

24.38 AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION LEVY LIHITATION. 
The maximum amount in dollars which may be levied 
for the county agricultural extension education program 
authorized pursuant to section l76A.lO over the amount 
in dollars levied for the base year shall be limited 
to an increase of R~Re-~ereep.£-fe~-£Ae-f~sea±-year 
ae~±flfl~R~-J~±y-:,-±g~GT~aRe seven percent for the 
fiscal years-ae9ip.R~R~-J~±Y-±T-±9?~T-aRa-J~±Y-±T-±9~8 
year beGinning Julv 1. 1980. and each succeedil29: 
fiscal year, except as otherwise provided in this 
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1 division. 
2 Sec. 5. Section twenty-four point thirty-nine 
3 (24.39), subsections two (2), three (3), and four 
4 (4), Code 1979, are amended to read as follows: 
5 2. The state comptroller shall review the certified 
6 total budget of each political subdivision and 
7 calculate the dollar amount and percentage increase 
8 of the property tax budget for the fiscal yeaEs 
9 he~~RR~R§-J~iy-i.-:9~6.-J~iy-i.-i9~~.-aHa-J~ly-i. 

10 i9~S July 1, 1980, and each succeeding fiscal year, 
11 over the property tax budget for the base year. 
12 3. If the property tax budget of a political 
13 subdivision for the fiscal year beginning J~±y-i7 
14 :9~6,-J~iy-i,-i9~~,-e~-J~±y-i7-i978 July 1, 1980, 
15 or any succeeding fiscal year, exceedS the property 
16 tax budget of such political subdivision for the base 
17 year by more than nine percent, the state comptroller 
18 shall reduce the certified total budget to provide 
19 a property tax budget increase of nine percent and 
20 return the certified total budget to the governing 
21 body with notification that, following a public hearing 
22 as provided in section 24.41 of this division, the 
23 total budget shall be recertified with a property 
24 tax budget increase not exceeding nine percent or 
2S that, without a public hearing, the certified total 
26 budget shall be submitted to the state appeal board 
27 for approval as provided in section 24.40 of this 
28 division if the increase of more than nine percent 
29 is needed. 
30 4. If the property tax budget of a political 
31 subdivision for the fiscal year beginning JHly-l, 
32 ±97?,-eE-J~±y-i.-19~S July 1, 1980, or any succeeding 
33 fiscal year, exceeds the property tax budget of such 
34 polltical subdivision for the base year by more than 
3S seven percent but not more than nine percent, the 
36 state comptroller shall reduce the certified total 
37 budget to provide a property tax budget increase of 
38 seven percent and return the certified total budget 
39 to the governing body with notification that a public 
40 hearing must be held as provided in section 24.41 
41 of this division. 
42 Sec. 6. Section twenty-four point forty (24.40), 
43 subsecttion one (1), Code 1979, is amended to read 
44 as follows: 
45 1. Upon receipt of the notification from the state 
46 comptroller as provided in section 24.39, subsection 
47 3 of this division, the governing body of such 
48 political subdivision shall petition the state appeal 
49 board to approve the total budget of the political 
50 subdivision not later than seven days following receipt 

• 

• 

• 



SENATE 22 
MAY II, 1979 

S-3800 - PAGE 3 
1 of notification if the increase of more than nine 
~ percent is needed. However, if the governing body, 
",upon receipt of such notification, finds that an 

4 increase in the property tax budget above nine percent 
5 is not justified, the governing body shall publish 
6 notice of and conduct a public hearing for the purpose 
7 of approving a total budget which includes a property 
8 tax budget increase of nine percent or less. The 
9 public hearing shall be carried out according to the 

10 provisions of section 24.41 of this division eHee~~ 
11 ~Ra~,-~er-~Re-~e~ai-B~a~et-£ef-tfie-£ieea±-yeaf 
12 ee~~RR~R~-J~±y-~,-;9+~,-~~e-~HB*~e-ReaF~R~-9Rai±-Be 
13 he±a-w~tB~R-~weR~y-eaY9-aftef-tRe-feeeipt-et 
14 Re~~£ieat~eR. 
15 Sec. 7. Section twenty-four point forty-one 
16 (24.41), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
17 24.41 ADDITIONAL PUBLIC HEARING--FISCAL YEAR 1978-
18 79. Upon receipt of the notification from the state 
19 comptroller that the property tax budget of the 
20 certified total budget of a political subdivision 
21 for the fiscal year beginning J~±y-±,-~9+a July 1, 
22 1980, or any succeeding fiscal year, exceeds seven 
23 percent but not more than n~ne percent of the property 
24 tax budget of such political subdivision for the base 
2S year, the governing body of such political subdivision 
26 shall publish notice of and conduct a' second public 
27 hearing not later than April ~5 fifteenth. The date, 
~ time and location of the public hearing and either 
'~ a revised budget estimate summary and a statement 
30 of what changes have been made or a statement that 
31 the originally proposed budget has not been revised, 
32 together with the state comptroller's budget limit 
33 calculation table shall be published in a newspaper 
34 having general circulation throughout the political 
35 subdivision not less than four davs before the date 
36 of hearing. Thereafter, the totai budget shall be 
37 recertified, with or without changes that may be made 
38 after the hearing, to the county auditor and the state 
39 comptroller not later than April i5 fifteenth. If 
40 the proper~y tax budget for the fiscal year beginning 
41 J~±y-%,-%9+B July 1, 19BO, or any succeeding fiscal 
42 year, exceeds the property tax budget of the base 
43 year by more than nine percent, such budget shall 
44 be subject to the approval of the state appeal board 
45 as provided in section 24.40. 
46 Sec. 8. Section twenty-four point forty-four 
47 (24.44), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
48 24.44 PROPERTY T&~ CARRYOVER. If a political 
49 subdivision adopts a total 0udget for the fiscal year 
50 beginning July 1, 1976, which does not include an 
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1 increase in the amount of property tax levy for the 

-2 property tax budget computed in dollars which exceeds 
3 or is equal to nine percent, the political subdivision 
4 may levy property taxes for ~~e succeeding fiscal 
5 year in excess of a seven percent increase and be 
6 exempt from the provisions of sections 24.40 and 24.41 
7 of this division. Also, if a political subdivision 
8 adopts a total budget for the fiscal year beginning 
9 July 1, 1977, which does not include an increase in 

10 the amount of property tax levy for the property tax 
11 budget computed in dollars which exceeds or is equal 
12 to seven percent, the political subdivision may levy 
13 property taxes for the succeeding fiscal year in 
14 excess of a seven percent increase and be exempt from 
15 the provisions of sections 24.40 and 24.41 of this 
16 division. However, the exemption from the provisions 
17 of sections 24.40 and 24.41 of this division shall 
18 be applicable only if the additional property tax 
19 levy for L~e property tax budget does not raise in 
20 dollars an amount which exceeds the seven percent 
21 increase for the fiscal year beginning J~lY-±7-±9++ 
22 a=-J~~Y-±7-±9+8 Julv 1, 1980, or any succeed ina fiscal 
23 year and the difference betIVeen the a:nOl!nt in dollars 
24 which the political subdivision levied during the 
25 base year and the amount in dollars IVhich the political 
26 subdivision could have levied during the base year 
27 under this division." 
28 2. Renumber sections and correct internal 
29 references as are necessary in accordance with this 
30 amendment. 

S-3800 FlLl;D 
MAY 10, 1979 RULED 

BY NORMAN G. RODGERS 
OUT OF ORDER {f /(,. ~8) 

HOUSE FILE 757 
S-3796 

1 Amend House File 757, as amended, passed, and re-

2 printed by the House, as follows: ., 
1. Page 18, lines 6 and 7, by str1k1ng th7 wo~d 

d figures "January 30 1980" and insert1ng 1n l1eu 3 
4 
5 

an .' " b 1 1979" thereof the word and f1gures Decem er, • 

S-3796 FILED & ADOPTED 
MAY 10, 1979 

S-3779 

BY NORMAN G. RODGERS 
EDGAR H. HOLDEN 

HOUSE FILE 757 

1 Amend House File 757, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by inserting after line 8 the following 
4 new section: 
5 "Sec. • Section four hundred twenty-seven point 
6 one (427.~ Code 1979, is amended by adding the 
7 follO\-ling nO\01 subsection: . 
S NEI'l SUnSEC7ION. cmmERCIAL PROPERTY. Effect1Ve 
9 January 1, 1980 and in each succeeding year, the first 

10 four thousand five hundred dollars of assessed value 
11 of real property assessed as car:crnercial property." 
12 2. Renlli~ber sections and correct intern~l . 
13 references as are necessary in accordance w1th th1S 
1 II amenCLrJe!1.t. 

S-3779 FILED,RULED OUT OF ORDER 

BY NORMAN G. RODGERS 
C. W. HUTCHINS 
BERL E. PRIEBE 

• 
, _.-::.:.. •. 

• 

• 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
1 1 
12 
13 
14 
lS 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
3S 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
l~ 1 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

Awend Mouse File 757 as amended, passed and 
reprinted oy tne House as follows: 

1. Page 2, by inserting after line 8 the following 
new sectio:1s: 

"Sec. Section four nunared t'wenty-five point 
two (425-:2), Code 1979, is amended by striking tile 
section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

425.2 QUALIFYI~G FOR CREDIT. A person who wishes 
to qualify for lhe credit allowed under this chapter, 
shall obtain the appropriate forms for filing for 
the credit from the assessor. The person claiming 
the credit shall file a verified statement and 
designation of homestead with the assessor for the 
year for \-Ihich the person is first claiming the credit. 
The claim shall be filed not later than July first 
of the year for ~.;n iC:l the person is claiming the 
credit. 

The claim shall have on its .face a notice to tJle 
claimant that if the claimant ceases to uSe property 
as a homestead, the claimant is no longer eligible 
to receive the credit on the designated homestead 
and tne department snaIl have the authority to file 
an action in law to recover any amount paid to the 
county on the designated homestead for any years in 
·...,hich the claimant ·,;as not eligible to receive the 
credi t. 

Upon the filing of tl,e claim, the claim shall be 
allovlcd to that person for successive years without 
further filing as long as the property is used as 
a homestead. The person filing the claim need not 
file addi tional claims on lila t homes tead. Wnen the 
property is sold or transferred, a person ",ho ..,ishes 
to qualify shall refile for cred\t. A person who 
ceases to use a property.for a homestead shall notify 
the assessor not later ~~an June thirtieth of the 
year in whicn the use is changed. 

In case the o,-;ner of the homestead is in active 
service in the military, naval, or air forces or nurse 
corps of this state or of the United States, the 
statement and designation may be delivered or filed 
by any member of the mmer' s family. The com)11iss ioner 
of social ser'l ices or the commissioner' s designee 
shall ,"ake application for the benefits of this chapter 
as the agent for and on behalf of persons receivi:1g 
assistance under cDupter two hundred forty-nine (249) 
of the Code. 

Sec. . Section four hundred twenty-five point 
three (425.3), Code 1979, is amended by striking the 
section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

425.3 VERIFICATION OF CLAII-IS FOR HO:>IESTEAD CREDI·r. 

.. : ...... 
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Tne assessor silall retain a permanent file of current 
2 nomestead claims filed in tne assessor's office. 
3 TIle assessor shall file a notice of transfer of 
4 property for which a claim is filed when notice is 
5 received from ble office of the county recorder. 
6 The county recorder shall give notice to the 
7 assessor of each transfer of title filed in the 
8 recorder's office. T,le notice shall describe the 
9 property transferred, the name of the person 

10 transferring the title to the property, and the name 
11 of the person to whom title to tile property has been 
12 transferred. 
13 Not la ter than July second of eaen yea r, the 
14 assessor shall remit the statements and designation 
15 of homesteads to the county auditor with the assessor's 
16 recommendation for allo;;ance or disallowance. If 
17 the assessor recommends disallowance of a claim, the 
18 assessor shall submit the reasons for the 
19 recommendation, in writing, to the county auditor. 
20 The county auditor shall forward the claims to 
21 the board of supervisors. Tne board shall examine 
22 all claims filed and delivered and shall allow or 
23 disallow tne claims. If the board disallows a claim, 
24 it shall send written notice, by certified mail, to 
25 the claimant at the claimant's last known addreSS. 
26 The notice shall state L~e reasons for disallowing 
27 the claim for the credit. 
28 Sec. Section four hundred twenty-five point 
29 six (425.6), Code 1<)79, is amended to read as follo-.vs: 
30 1125.6 \vAIVLR BY t<"EGLECT. If al'11' a person fails 
31 to make file a claim for the credits~provided for 
32 under this chapter as herein required, he the person 
33 shall be deemed to have waived the homestead credit 
34 for ~he ~ year preceding the year in which he the 
35 person failed to make claim. 
36 Sec. Section four hundred twenty-seven pOint 
37 six (427.6), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
38 427.6 l\LLOV1ANCE--CONTINUING EFFECTIVENESS. Said 
39 claim for exemption, if filed on or before July ~ 
40 first of any year and allowed by the board of 
41 supervisors, shall be effective to secure an exemption 
42 en±y for the year in which such ~xemption is filed 
43 and for successive years.without further filing as 
44 long as the proper ty is owned by the c la iman t. 
45 Provided, notwithstai1uing the filing of the claim 
q6 On or before July 4 first of any year, the claimant 
47 or tne claimant's u~re~arried surviving spouse shall 
48 be the legal or equitable ovmer of the property upon 
49 which exemption is claimed, on the first day of July 
SO of the year in \vhich said exemption is claimed and 

• 

• 

• 
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1 for each succeeding year. . 
2 Any person whose claim is denied under the 
3 provisions of this chapter may appeal from the action 
4 of the board of supervisors in the district court 
5 of the county in which said claimed military service 
6 tax exemption is situated by giving written notice 
7 of such appeal to tne county auditor of said county 
8 within twenty days from the date of mailing of notice 
9 of such action by the board of supervisors. 

10 Upon adoption of a resolution by the county board 
11 of supervisors, any person may request, in writing, 
12 from the appropriate assessor forms for the filing 
13 for a military service tax exemption. The person 
14 may complete the form, which shall include a statement 
15 claiming the military service tax exemption and' 
16 designating the property upon which the tax exemption 
17 is claimed, and mailed or return it to the appropriate 
18 assessor. Tne signature of the claimant on the claim 
19 shall be considered the claimant's acknowledgment 
20 that all statements and facts entered on the form 
21 are correct to the best of the claimant's knowledge." 
22 2. Page 17, by inserting after line 19 the 
23 following new sections: 
24 "Sec. NEH SEC'I'IOH. DEFINITION. As used 
25 in this Act, "committee" means the county finance 
26 committee. 
27 Sec. ~EW SECTION. COUNTY FINANCE COMMIT-

28 TEE. 
29 1. There is created a county finance committee 
30 consisting of nine members. Tne members of the 
31 cOIT@ittee shall be: 
32 a. The auditor of state or a designee of the 
33 auditor of state. 
34 b. The state comptroller or a designee of the 
35 state comptroller. 
36 c. Five elected county officials who are regularly 
37 involved in budget preparation. One county official 
38 shall be from a county with a population of less than 
39 eleven thousand five hundred, one from p. county with 
40 a population of more than eleven thousand five hundred 
41 but not more than sixteen thousand, one from a county 
42 with a population of more than sixteen thousand but 
43 not more than blenty-two thousand five hundred, one 
44 from a county with a population of more than twenty-
45 two thousand five hundred but not more than eighty 
46 thousand and one from a county with a population of 
47 more than eighty thousand. Ti1.e governor shall select 
48 and appoint the county officials, sUDject to the 
49 approval of two-thirds of the Illembers of tne senate. 
50 d. A certified public accountant experienced in 
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1 governmental accounting selected and appointed by 
2 the governor witi the approval of two-thirds of the 
3 members of the senate. 
4 e. An operations researcil analyst experienced 
5 in cost effectiveness analysis of county services 
6 appointed by, and to serve at the pleasure of, the 
7 legislative council. 
8 2. The me~ers of the committee appo~nted by the 
9 governor are appointed for four-year terms except 

10 that of the initial appoinL~ents, two county official 
11 members shall be appointed to two-year terms. W,1en 
12 a county official member no longer holds the office 
13 which qualified him or iler for appointment, he or 
14 she shall no longer be a member of the committee. 
15 Any person appointed to fill a vacancy shall be 
16 appointed to serve ~~e unexpired term. Any member 
17 is eligible for reappointment, but a member shall 
18 not be appointed to serve more than two four-year 
19 terms. 
20 Sec. NEI, SECTIQ;-I. OFFICE--STAFF--COMPENSA-
21 TION. 
22 1. The committee is located for administrative 
23 purposes within the office of state comptroller. 
24 The state comptroller shall provide office space, 
25 staff assistance, and necessary SUpplies and equipment 
26 for the committee. Tile state comptroller shall budget 
27 funds to pay the compensation and expenses of tile 
28 committee. 
29 2. Each memOer is entitled to reimbursement for 
30 actual and necessary expenses incurred in the 
31 performance of committee duties. Each memOer, except 
32 officers and employees of b1e state and full-time 
33 elected county officials, is entitled to receive a 
34 per diem of forty dollars for each day spent in the 
35 performance of committee duties. 
36 3. The com!:littee shall select its own officers 
37 except that the state comptroller or a designee of 
38 the state comptroller shall serve as chairperson. 
39 Sec. NEl-l SECTION. POl1ERS AND DUTIES OF THE 
40 CO~'lITTEE. The committee shall: 
41 1. Design budget forms for all county funds. 
42 2. Estabish guidelines for progra~ budgeting and 
43 accounting and the preparation of five-year capital 
44 improvement plans. It shall, where practicable, use 
45 recommendations of thc national council on governmental 
46 accounting. 
47 3. Review and comnent on county budgets to county 
48 officials and provide assistance to enable counties 
49 to improve upon and use sound financial procedures. 
SO 4. Conduct studies of county revenues and expend i-

• 

• 

• 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
1 2 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

of, 

tures. 
5. Advise and mai<e recommendations annually to 

the governor and the general assembly concerning 
county budgets and finance. 

6. ProInulgate its rules in compliance with chapter 
seventeen A (17A) of the Code. 

Sec. NEW SEC'I'IO!~. ADDITIONAL DUTIES. In 
addition to the powers and duties specified in the 
preceding section of this Act, the committee shall 
prepare legislation for submission to the general 
assembly in January, 1~81, which would have as its 
principal purpose the consolidation of current county 
funds into not more than seven functional funds. 
The co~~ittee shall also make recommendations for 
appropriate budget or levy limitations for the proposed 
consolidated funds. 

Sec. 1,E\'l Sl:;CTION. The county finance 
committee-established by this Act is abolished on 
Ju ly 1, 1981.". 

3. Page 18, lines 6 and 7, by striking the word 
and figures "January 30, 1980" and inserting in lieu 
thereof the word and figures "December 1, 1979". 

4. Renumber sections and correct internal 
references as are necessary in accordance \vi th th is 
amendment. 

H-4409 FILED 
HAY 10, 1979 

RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
1'/~~ _,_c...<--,"-.~~~ ,.5~/ ()' : .?~s-) 

.~..-', ... .: .:..,~<i/'_' 

HOUSE FILE 757 
H-44l0 

1 Amend Senate amendment H-4409 to House 
2 757 as follows: 
3 1. 

4 2. 
S 3. 

H-44l0 FILED 
MAY 10, 1979 

Page 1, 
Page 2, 
Page 3, 

by striking lines 3 through 
by striking lines 1 through 
by striking lines 1 through 

BY WEST of Marshall 

File 

50. 
50. 
21. 



HOUSE A~lENDME:'-IT TO SENATE AMENDMENT 

S-3817 
TO HOUSE FILE 757 

1 Amend Senate amendment H-4409 to House File 757 
2 as follows: 
3 l. Page 1, by striking lines 3 through 50. 
4 2. Page 2, by striking lines 1 through 50. 
S 3. Page 3, by striking lines 1 through 2l. 
S-3817 FILED RECEIVED FROM TIlE HOUSE 
~IAY 11, 1979 

'/ .. " • ..-vd",,- ~ '(_",-"-(/..0'./1..-:......) 
,~-I· /..,.. . / 7// , . "/ 
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AN ACT 

RELATING TO EQUALIZATION AND ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES BY PROVID­

ING FOR THE VALUATION OF AGRICULTURAL LAND ON THE BASIS OF 

ITS PRODUCTIVITY AND NET EARNING CAPACITY, PROVIDING FOR 

THE VALUATION OF AGRICULTURAL AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY AT A 

PERCENTAGE OF ITS ACTUAL VALUE FOR TAX PURPOSES, PROVIDING 

FOR THE BIENNIAL ASSESSMENT AND EQUALIZATION OF PROPERTY, 

PROVIDING THAT EQUALIZED VALUES BE INCLUDED IN THE ASSESS­

MENT FOR THE CURRENT ASSESSMENT YEAR COMMENCING IN 1979, 

ADJUSTING THE DATES RELATED TO ASSESSMENT AND EQUALIZATION 

COMPLETION, DELIVERY OF ABSTRACTS OF ASSESSMENTS, NOTIFICA­

TION OF TAXPAYERS OF ADJUSTED VALUES, THE FILING OF PRO­

TESTS AND THE SESSIONS OF LOCAL BOARDS OF REVIEW AND PRO­

VIDING FOR AN INTERIM STUDY OF THE PROPERTY TAX STRUCTURE. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section twenty-four point forty-eight (24.48), 

Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

24.48 APPEAL TO STATE BOARD FOR SUSPENSION OF LIMITATIONS. 

If the property tax valuations effective JaRHa~Y-~7-~9+B7 

8F January 1, 1979 and January first of any sUbseguent year, 

are reduced or there is an unusually low growth rate in the 

property tax base of a political subdivlsion, the political 

subdivision may appeal to the state appeal board to request 

suspension of the statutory property tax levy limitations 

to continue to fund the present services provided. A political 

subdivision may also appeal to the state appeal board where 

the property tax base of the political subdivision has been 

reduced or there is an unusually low growth rate for any of 

the following reasons: 

1. Any unusual increase in population as determined by 

the preceding certified federal census. 

House File 757, P. 2 

2. Natural dlsasters or other emergencies. 

3_ Unusual problems relatlng to major new functions 

requlred cy state law. 

4. Unusual staffing problems. 

5. Unusual need for additional funds to permit continuance 

of a program which provldes SUbstantial benefit to its 

residents. 

6. Unusual need for a new program which will provide 

substantial benefit to residents, if the political subdivision 

establishes the need and the amount of the necessary increased 

cost. 

The state appeal board may approve or modify the request 

of the political subdivision for suspensivn of the statutory 

property tax levy limitations. 

Upon decision of the state appeal board, the state 

comptroller shall make the necessary changes in the total 

budget of the political subdivision and certify the total 

budget to the governing body of the political subdivision 

and the appropriate county auditors. 

For purposes of this section only, "political subdivision" 

means a city, county, school district, or any other special 

purpose district which certifies its budget to the county 

auditor and derives funds from a property tax levied against 

taxable property situated within the political subdivision. 

For the purpose of this section, the city finance committee 

shall be the state appeal board when the political subdivision 

is a city. 

Sec. 2. section four hundred twenty-eight point four 

(428.4), unnumbered paragrnph one (1), Code 1979, is amended 

to read as follows: 

Property shall be assessed for taxation each year. Per­

sonal property shall be listed and assessed each year in the 

name of the owner of the personal property on the first day 

of January and the assessment made shall be the value of the 

personal pl"Operty as of J anuary ~ first of the year of the 

assessment. Real estate shall be listed and assessed in ~9+8 

1981 and every two years thereafte~. The assessment of real 

,.. 
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estate shall be the value of the real estate as cd Jal""u'~' 

~ first of the year of the assessment. The year ~9+B 19~! 

and each eveR-fHil!ll;ef'ea odd-numbered year thereafter shall 

be a reassessment year. In any year, after the year in WhICh 

an assessment has been made of all the real estate in any 

assessing jurisdiction, it shall be the duty of the assessor 

to value and assess or revalue and reassess, as the case may 

require, any real estate that the assessor finds was 

incorrectly valued or assessed, or was not listed, valued 

and assessed, in the real estate assessment year immediately 

preceding, also any real estate the assessor finds has changed 

in value subsequent to January ~ first of the preceding real 

estate assessment year. However, a percentage increase on 

a class of property shall not be made in a year not subject 

to an egualization order unless ordered by the department 

of revenue. The assessor shall determlne the actual value 

and compute the taxable value thereof as of January i first 

of the year of the revaluation and reassessment. The 

assessment shall be completed as specified in section 441.28, 

but no reduction or increase in actual value shall be made 

for prior years. If an assessor makes a change in the 

valuation of the real estate as provided for herein, the 

provisions of sections 441.23, 441.37, 441.38 and 441.39 shall 

apply. 

Sec. 3. section four hundred forty-one point twenty-one 

(441.21), subsection one (1), unnumbered paragraphs two (2), 

six (6) and eight (8), Code 1979, are amended to read as 

follows: 

The actual value of all property subject to assessment 

and taxation shall be the fair and reasonable market value 

of such property except as otherwise provided in this section. 

"Market value" is defined as the fair and reasonable exchange 

in the year in which the property is listed and valued between 

a willing buyer and a willing seller, neither being under 

any compulsion to buy or sell and each being familiar with 

all the facts relating to the particular property. Sale 

prices of the property or comparable property in normal 
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~rafis6ctJons ~eflectlng market value, and the probable 

~va_~abl_~~" or una~allabllity of persons interested in 

purchaSIng the property, shall be taken into consideration 

In arrivlng at its market value. In arriving at market value, 

sale prices of property in abnormal transactions not reflecting 

market value shall not be taken into account, or shall be 

adJusted to eliminate the effect of factors which distort 

market value, including but not limited to sales to immediate 

family of the seller, foreclosure or other forced sales, 

contract sales, discounted purchase transactions or purchase 

of adjoining land or other land to be operated as a unit. 

N8~w~~Re~aRa±R~-tRe-~f'8V~8~eRe-ef-~R~S-8eet~eR,-~R-as8eee~R~ 

aRa-ae~ef'M~R~R~-tRe-ae~Ha±-va±He-ef-a~f'~eH±~Hf'a±-~f'e~ef'~Y 

as-ef-JaRHaEy-±,-i9+B,-aRa-JaRHaf'y-~,-~9+9,-~Re The actual 

value of agricultural property shall be determined on the 

basis of productivity and net earning capacity of the property 

determined on the basis of its use for agricultural purposes 

capitalized at a rate of seven percent and applied uniformly 

among counties and among classes of property. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the 

actual value of any property shall not exceed its fair and 

reasonable market value, except agricultural property which 

shall be valued exclusively as provided in unnumbered paragraph 

six (6) of this subsection. FeE-a~E~eH±~Hf'a±-~f'e~ef'~y,-~Re 

a8ees8ea-va±~e-as-ae~ef'M~Rea-HReeE-~R~8-8ee~~8R-BRa±±-Re~ 

eHeeea-~Re-aetHa±-va±He-ef-BHeR-~E8~ef'~y-aRa-tRe-a8BeBBea 

va±He-ef-EeB~eeRt~a±-~E8~ef'~y-aB-aetef'M~Rea-HRaeE-~R~B-Bee~~eR 

BRa±±-Re~-eHeeee-~Re-fa~f'-aRa-f'eaBeRaB±e-MaEke~-va±He-ef-BHeR 

~f'e~ef'~Y~ 

Sec. 4. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-one 

(441.21), subsection one (1), Code 1979, is amended by striking 

paragraphs a and b and unnumbered paragraph five (5). 

Sec. 5. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-one 

(441.21), subsections five (5), eight (8), and twelve (12), 

Code 1979, are amended to read as follows: 

5. For valuations established as of January 1, 1979, the 

percentage of actual value at WhICh agricultural and 

.~ 
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residential property shall be assessed shall be the quotleGt 

of the dividend and drvisor as defrned In thlS sectIon. The 

dividend for each class of property shall be the divIdend 

as determined for each class of property for valuations 

established as of January I, 1978, adjusted by the product 

obtained by multiplying the percentage determrned for that 

year by the amount of any additions or deletions to actual 

value, excluding those resulting from the revaluatlon of 

existing properties, as reported by the assessors on the 

abstracts of assessment for 1978, plus six percent of the 

amount so determined. However, if the difference between 

the dividend so determined for either class of property and 

the dividend for that class of property for valuations 

established as of January 1, 1978, adjusted by the product 

obtained by multiplying the percentage determined for that 

year by the amount of any additions or deletions to actual 

value, excluding those resulting from the revaluation of 

existing properties, as reported by the assessors on the 

abstracts of assessment for 1978, is less than six percent, 

the 1979 dividend for the other class of property shall be 

the dividend as determined for that class of property for 

valuations established as of January 1, 1978, adjusted by 

the product obtained by multiplying the percentage determined 

for that year by the amount of any additions or deletions 

to actual value, excluding those resulting from the revaluation 

of existing properties, as reported by the assessors on the 

abstracts of assessment for 1978, plus a percentage of the 

amount so determined which is equal to the percentage by which 

the dividend as determined for the other class of property 

for valuations established as of January 1, 1978, adjusted 

by the product obtained by multiplying the percentage 

determined for that year by the amount of any additions or 

deletions to actual value, excluding those resulting from 

the revaluation of existing properties, as reported by the 

assessors on the abstracts of assessment for 1978, is increased 

in arriving at the 1979 dividend for the other class of 

property. The divisor for each class of property shall be 
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the tota: actual value of all such property in the state in 

the pl-ecedrng year. as reported by the assessors on the 

abstracts of assessment submitted for 1978, plus the amount 

of value added to sald total actual value by the revaluation 

of existing propertles in 1979 as equalized by the director 

of revenue pursuant to section four hundred forty-one point 

forty-nIne (441.49) of the Code. The director shall utilize 

information reported on abstracts of assessment submitted 

pursuant to section 441.45 in determining such percentage. 

For valuations established as of January 1, 1980, and each 

year thereafter, the percentage of actual value as equalized 

by the director of revenue as provided in section four hundred 

forty-one point forty-nine (441.49) of the Code at which 

agricultural and residential property shall be assessed shall 

be calculated in accordance with the methods provided herein 

including the limitation of increases in agricultural and 

reSIdential assessed values to the percentage increase of 

the other class of property if the other class increases less 

than the allowable limit adjusted to include the applicable 

and current values as equalized by the director of revenue, 

except that any references to six percent in this subsection 

shall be four percent. 

8. For valuations established as of January I, 1979, 

against which taxes will be levied for the fiscal year 

beginning in the 1979 calendar year by any special charter 

city that levies and collects its own taxes, the percentage 

of actual value at which agricultural and residential property 

shall be assessed shall be the quotient of the dividend and 

divisor as defined in this section. The dividend for each 

class of property shall be the valuation for each class of 

property for valuations established as of January I, 1978, 

and upon which any special charter city levied its taxes in 

1978, adjusted by the product obtained by multlplying the 

percentage determined for that year by the amount of any 

addltlons or deletions to actual value, excluding those 

resultIng from the revaluation of existing properties, as ;:t 
reported by the assessor on the abstract of assessment for ~ 

~ 

't. 
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1978, plus six percent of the amount se determlned. Tile 

divisor for each class of property shall be the total actual 

value of all such property in the city in the preceding year, 

as reported by the assessor on the abstract of assessment 

submitted for 1978, plus the amount of value added to said 

total actual value by the revaluation of existing properties 

in 1979. However, if the estimated statewide growth in 

assessed valuation is less than six percent for either class 

of property for 1979, the director shall estimate the 

percentages by which the statewide valuation of residential 

and agricultural property will increase in 1979. The lower 

percentage shall be used in lieu of six percent for both 

classes of property in calculating the percentages at which 

agricultural and residential property shall be assessed. 

The percentage at which agricultural and residential property 

shall be assessed will be certified by the director on or 

before May 31, 1979 to the appropriate city official in special 

charter cities that levy and collect their own taxes. The 

percentage so certified shall be applicable only to those 

valuations against which the special charter city levies its 

own tax. For valuations established as of January 1, 1980, 

and each year thereafter for any special charter city that 

levies and collects its own taxes, the percentage of actual 

value as equalized by the director of revenue as provided 

in section four hundred forty-one point forty-nine (441.49) 

of the Code at which agricultural and residential property 

shall be assessed shall be calculated in accordance with the 

methods provided herein adjusted to include the applicable 

and current values as egualized by the director of revenue, 

except that any references to six percent in this subsection 

shall be four percent. The assessor shall provide valuation 

information to the director of revenue sufficient for the 

computation of the assessment percentage by May fifteenth 

of each year on forms prescribed by the director of revenue. 

12. Not later than NeVemBeF-i7-i9~87-aHa November 1, 1979, 

and November first of each sUbseguent year, the director shall 

certify to the county auditor of each county the percentages 
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of actual ~d!~e at whlch resldentlal and agricultural property 

In each assesslng Jurlsdlctlon in the county shall be assessed 

fGI' taxatIon. The county auditor shall proceed to determine 

Lhe assessed values of agricultural and residential property 

by applying such percentages to the current actual value of 

such property, as reported to the county auditor by the 

assessor, and the assessed values so determined shall be the 

taxable values of such properties upon which the levy shall 

be made. 

Sec. 6. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-one 

(441.21), subsection six (6), Code 1979, is amended to read 

as follows: 

6. Beginning with valuations established as of January 

1, 1978, the assessors shall report the aggregate taxable 

values and the number of dwellings located on agricultural 

land and the aggregate taxable value of all other structures 

on agricultural land. Beginning with valuations established 

as of January 1, i989 1981, such agricultural structures and 

agricultural dwellings located on agricultural land shall 

be valued at their market value as defined in this section 

and agricultural structures and agricultural dwellings shall 

each constitute a separate class of property. 

Sec. 7. section four hundred forty-one point twenty-three 

(441.23), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

441.23 NOTICE OF VALUATION. If there has been an increase 

or decrease in the valuation of the property, or upon the 

written request of the person assessed, the assessor shall, 

at the time of making the assessment, inform the person 

assessed, in writing, of the valuation put upon the taxpayer's 

property, and notify the person, if he or she feels aggrieved, 

to appear before the board of review and show why the 

assessment should be changed. fH-eaa-HHmBeFea-yeaFs7-~Re 

The owners of real property shall be notified not later than 

April is flfteenth of any adjustment of the real property 

assessment. fH-eVeH-HHmBeFea-yeaFs7-~Re-He~'i,ee-ef-aH-'i,HeFease 

eF-aeeFease-'i,H-~Re-va±Ha~'i,eH-ef-~Re-~Fe~eF~y-sRa±±-ae-~Fev'i,aea 

~e-~Re-ewHeFs-ef-Fea±-~Fe~eF~y-He~-±a~eF-~RaH-JHHe-~9-as 

~Fev~aea-~H-see~~eH-44i~49~ 

","'til. 
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Sec. 8. Section four hundred forty-one pOInt twenly-fnur 

(441.24), Code 1979, 1S amended by addIng the followIng new 

unnumbered paragraph: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAP~. However, al~ or part of the 

penalty imposed under this section may be waived by the board 

of review upon application to the board by the assessor or 

the property owner. The waiver or reductIon in the penalty 

shall be allowed only on the valuation of real property against 

which the penalty has been imposed. 

Sec. 9. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-six 

(441.26), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

441.26 ASSESSMENT ROLLS AND BOOKS. The director of revenue 

shall each year prescribe the form of assessment roll to be 

used by all assessors in assessing real and personal property. 

including moneys and credits, in thIS state, also the form 

of pages of the assessor's assessment book. Such assessment 

rolls shall be in such form as will permit entering thereon, 

separately, the names of all persons, partnerships, corpora­

tions, or associations assessed; shall contain a form of oath 

or affirmation to be administered to each person assessed, 

and shall also contain a notice in substantially the following 

form: 

"If you are not satisfied that the foregoing assessment 

is correct, you may file a protest against such assessment 

with the board of review on or after April ±e sixteenth, to 

and including May 5 fifth, of the year of the assessment, 

such protest to be confined to the grounds specified in section 

441.37. Dated ......... day of .......... , 19 .....•.......... 

County/City Assessor." 

~Re-aa~es-s~ee~f~ea-~R-~Re-Rs~~ee-seR~-~e-~Re-swRef-ef 

~fe~ef~Y-~R-eveR-RMffiBefea-yeafs-sRa±±-eeR~a~R-~Re-aa~es-fSf 

f~±~R~-ef-~fs~es~s-as-~fsv~aea-~R-see~~eR-44±~49~ 

The notice in 1981 and each odd-numbered year thereafter 

shall contain a statement that the assessments are subject 

to equalization pursuant to an order issued by the director 

of revenue, that the county auditor shall give notIce on or 

before October fifteenth by publication in an offic1al 
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~~.§..e~~_~._~.L_..3.~rltl~~L ClrCi~~!~}Olj.~ allY class cf property 

?Jfec'_ed by t:le eguallzaUor, order, and that the board of 

1 e\l~eW shal~. be In seBSIOI' from October fifteenth to November 

fIfteenth to hear protests of affected property owners or 

taxpayers whose Val]lat1ons have been adjusted by the 

egualIzat10n order. 

Such assessment rolls shall be used in listing the property 

and show1ng the values affixed to such property of all persons, 

partnerships, corporations, or associations assessed, which 

rolls shall be made in duplicate. Said duplicate roll shall 

be signed by the assessor, detached from the original and 

delivered to the person assessed if there has been an increase 

or decrease in the valuation of the property, or upon the 

written request of the person assessed. It shall be lawful 

to combine the affidavit or form of oath or affirmation with 

reference to real and personal property, and the affidavit 

or form of oath or affirmation as to moneys and credits, into 

one affidavit or form of oath or affirmation, and only the 

one such affidavit or form of oath or affirmation shall be 

sufficient on the assessment roll. The pages of the assessor's 

assessment book shall contain columns ruled and headed for 

the information required by this chapter and that which the 

director of revenue may deem essential in the equalization 

work of the director. The assessor shall return all assessment 

rolls and any schedules therewith to the county auditor, along 

with the completed assessment book, as provided in this 

chapter, and the county auditor shall carefully keep and 

preserve all such rolls, schedules and book for a period of 

five years from the time of filing of the same in R~8 the 

county auditor's office. 

Beginning with valuations for January I, 1977 and each 

succeeding year, for each parcel of property entered in the 

assessment book, the assessor shall list the classification 

of the property. 

Sec. 10. Section four hundred forty-one point twenty-eight 

(441. 28), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: :x: 
:-n 

~ 
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441.28 ASSESSMENT ROLLS--CHANGE--NOTICE TO TAXPAYF. 

The assessment shall be completed not later than Aprll ~S 

±R-eaa-RHmBefea-yeafs-aRa-Ret-±atef-tfiaR-May-±S-~R-eveR­

RHmBefea-yeafs fifteenth each year. If the assessor makes 

any change in an assessment after it has been entered on the 

assessor's rolls, fie the assessor shall note on said roll, 

together with the original assessment, the new assessment 

and the reason for the change, together with fi~e the assessor's 

signature and the date of the change. Provided, however, 

in the event the assessor increases any assessment fie the 

assessor shall give notice in writing thereof to the taxpayer 

by mail prior to the meeting of the board of review. No 

changes shall be made on the assessment rolls after April 

;S-~R-eaa-RHmBefea-yeafs-aRa-a~tef-May-;S-~R-eVeR-RMmBefea 

yeafB fifteenth except by order of the board of review or 

by decree of court. 

Sec. 11. Section four hundred forty-one point thirty 

(441.30), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

441.30 COMPLETION OF ASSESSMENT--OATH. The assessment 

shall be completed by tfie-~~fBt-aay-e~-MaY-~R-eaa-RMmBefea 

yeafB-ef-JHRe-;-~R-eVeR-RMmBefea-yeafs, April fifteenth and 

the assessor shall attach to the assessment rolls his or her 

oath in the following form: 

"I, (A .......... B .......... ), assessor of city/county 

of .......... state of Iowa, do solemnly swear (or affirm) 

that the taxable values of all property, money, and credits, 

of which a statement has been made and verified by the oath 

of the person required to list the same, is herein set forth 

in such statement; that in every case, where I have been 

required to ascertain the amount or value of any property, 

I have diligently, and by the best means in my power, 

endeavored to ascertain the true amount and value, and as 

I verily believe the taxable values thereof are set forth 

in the annexed return; in no case have I knowingly omitted 

to demand of any person, of whom I was required to do so, 

a statement of the items of fi~B the person's property which 

fie the person was required by law to list, nor to administer 
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the oath to flUI the person, unless fie the person refused to 

take It. nor In any Hay connlve at any violation or evasion 

of any of the requirements of the law in relation to the 

assessment of property for taxation. 

Assessor 

Subscribed and sworn to (01' affirmed) this .......... day 

of A.D ........... , before me. 

Notary Public/Clerk of Court" 

Sec. 12. Section four hundred forty-one point thirty-three 

(441.33), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

441.33 SESSIONS OF BOARD OF REVIEW. The board of review 

shall be in session from May ; first to May a;-~R thirty-first 

each eaa-RHmBefea year and for such additional period as may 

be required under section 441.37 and shall hold as many 

meetings as are necessary to discharge its duties. On June 

; first in aRy-eaa-RHmBefea-yeaf those years in which a session 

has not been extended as required under section 441.37, said 

board shall return all books, records and papers to the 

assessor except undisposed of protests and records pertaining 

thereto. If it has not completed its work prior to June; 

first, in those years in which the session has not been 

extended under section 441.37 the director of revenue may 

authorize the board of review to continue in session for such 

period as is necessary to complete its work, but in no event 

shall the director of revenue approve a continuance extending 

beyond July ;S fifteenth. On June ; first or on the final 

day of any extended session required under section 441.37 

or authorized by the director of revenue as herein provided 

the board of review shall be adjourned until May; first of 

the following year. It shall adopt its own rules of procedure, 

elect its own chairman from its membership, and keep minutes 

of its meetings. The board shall appoint a clerk who may 

be a member of such board or any other qualified person, 

except the assessor or any member of fI~B the assessor's staff. 

It may be reconvened by the director of revenue. All 

'1':'1, 
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undisposed protests in its hands on July '!,& fift.eenth shaU 

be automatically overruled and returned to the assessor 

together with its other records. 

~R-eveR-R~ffiBeEea-yeaEs7-~fie-aeaEa-e£-Eev~ew-sfia±±-ae-~R 

sess~eR-a~-~fie-~~ffies-aes~~Ra~ea-~R-see~~eR-44'!,~49~ 

Within fifteen days following the adjournment of any regular 

or special session, the board of review shall submit to the 

director of revenue, on forms prescribed by the director, 

a report of any actions taken during that session. 

Sec. 13. Section four hundred forty-one point thirty-seven 

(441.37), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1979, is amended 

to read as follows: 

Any property owner or aggrieved taxpayer who is dissatisfied 

with his or her assessment may file a protest against such 

assessment with the board of review on or after April ±e 

sixteenth, to and including May & fifth, of the year of the 

assessment. In any county which has been declared to be a 

disaster area by proper federal authorities after March ~ 

first and prior to May ~Q twentieth of said year of assessment, 

the board of review shall be authorized to remain in session 

until June fifteenth and the time for filing a protest shall 

be extended to and include the period from May ~& twenty-fifth 

to June 5 fifth of such year. Said protest shall be in writing 

and signed by the one protesting or by his or her duly 

authorized agent. ~fie-aa~es-s~ee~£~ea-~R-~fi~s-see~~eR-sfia±± 

a~~~y-eR±Y-~R-eaa-R~ffiBeEea-yeaEs~--~fie-~~ffie-£eE-£~±~R~-e£ 

~Ee~es~s-~R-eveR-R~ffiBeEea-yeaEs-sfia±±-ae-as-~Eev~aea-~R-see~~eR 

44±~49T--~aH~ayeE The taxpayer may have an oral hearing thereon 

if request therefor in writing is made at the time of filing 

the protest. Said protest must be confined to one or more 

of the following grounds: 

Sec. 14. section four hundred forty-one point forty-five 

(441.45), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

441.45 ABSTRACT TO STATE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE. The 

county assessor of each county and each city assessor shall, 

on or before July ~-~R-eaa-R~ffiBeEea-yeaEs-aRa-eR-eE-ae£eEe 

Se~~effiBeE-~5-~R-eveR-R~ffiBeEea-yeaEs first of each year, make 
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Gut and transml.t to the department of revenue an abstract 

of the real and personal property in his or her county or 

Clty, as the case may be, and file a copy thereof with the 

county aUditor, in which fie the assessor shall set forth: 

1. The number of acres of land and the aggregate taxable 

values of the same, exclusive of city lots, returned by the 

assessors, as corrected by the board of review. 

2. The aggregate taxable values of real estate by class 

in each school district, township and city in the county, 

returned as corrected by the board of review. 

3. The aggregate taxable values of personal property. 

4. Other facts as may be required by the director of 

revenue. 

In any case where a board of review continues in session 

beyond June ~7-~R-aRy-eaa-RH~eEea-yeaE7-eE-aeyeRa-AH~Hs~ 

~5-~R-eveR-RHffiBeEea-yeaEs first, under provisions of sections 

441.33 and 441.37 the abstract of the real and personal prop­

erty shall be made out and transmitted to the department of 

revenue within fifteen days after the date of final adjournment 

by said board. 

Sec. 15. section four hundred forty-one point forty-eight 

(441.48), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

441.48 NOTICE OF ADJUSTMENT. Before the director of 

revenue shall adjust the valuation of any class of property 

any such percentage, the director shall serve ten days' notice 

by mail, on the assesseE county auditor of the county whose 

valuation is proposed to be adjusted and the director shall 

hold an adjourned meeting after such ten days' notice, at 

which time sHefi the county or assessing jurisdiction may 

appear by its city councilor board of supervisors, city or 

county attorney, and other assessing jurisdiction, city or 

county officials, and make written or oral protest against 

such proposed adjustment, which protest shall consist simply 

of a statement of the error, or errors, complained of with 

such facts as may lead to thelr correction, and at such 

adjourned meeting final action may be taken in reference 

thereto. 
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Sec. 16. Section four hundred forty-one point forty-nine 

(441.49), Code 1979, is amended by striking the section and 

inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

441.49 ADJUSTMENT BY AUDITOR. The director shall keep 

a record of the review and adjustment proceedings and finish 

the proceedings on or before October first unless for good 

cause the proceedings cannot be completed by that date. The 

director shall notify each county auditor by mail of the final 

action taken at the proceedings and specify any adjustments 

in the valuations of any class of property to be made effective 

for the jurisdiction. 

However, an assessing jurisdiction may request the director 

to permit the use of an alternative method of applying the 

equalization order to the property values in the assessing 

jurisdiction, provided that the final valuation shall be 

equivalent to the director's equalization order. The assessing 

jurisdiction shall notify the county auditor of the request 

for the use of an alternative method of applying the 

equalization order and the director's disposition of the 

request. The request to use an alternative method of applying 

the equalization order, including procedures for notifying 

affected property owners and appealing valuation adjustments, 

shall be made within ten days from the date the county auditor 

receives the equalization order and the valuation adjustments, 

and appeal procedures shall be completed by November thirtieth 

of the year of the equalization order. Compliance with the 

provisions of section four hundred forty-one point twenty-

one (441.21) of the Code is sufficient grounds for the direc­

tor to permit the use of an alternative method of applying 

the equalization order. 

On or before October fifteenth the county auditor shall 

cause to be published in official newspapers of general cir­

culation the final equalization order. Failure to publish 

the equalization order has no effect upon the validity of 

the orders. 

The county auditor shall add to or deduct from the valua­

tion of each class of property in the county the required 

House File 757, P. 16 

percentage, reJecting all fractions of fifty cents or less 

in the result, and counting all fractions over fifty cents 

as one dollar. For any special charter city that levies and 

collects its own tax based on current year assessed values, 

the equalization percentage shall be applied to the following 

year's values, and shall be considered the equalized values 

for that year for purposes of this chapter. 

The local board of review shall reconvene in special session 

from October fifteenth to November fifteenth for the purpose 

of hearing the protests of affected property owners or 

taxpayers within the jurisdiction of the board whose valua­

tion of property if adjusted pursuant to the equalization 

order issued by the director of revenue will result in a 

greater value than permitted under section four hundred forty­

one point twenty-one (441.21) of the Code. The board of 

review shall accept protests only during the first ten days 

following the date the local board of review reconvenes. 

The board of review shall limit its review to only the timely 

filed protests. The board of review may adjust all or a part 

of the percentage increase ordered by the director of revenue 

by adjusting the actual value of the property under protest 

to one hundred percent of actual value. Any adjustment so 

determined by the board of review shall not exceed the 

percentage increase provided for in the director's equalization 

order. The determination of the board of review on filed 

protests is final, subject to review by the director of revenue 

for the purpose of determining whether the board's actions 

substantially altered the equalization order. In making the 

review, the director has all the powers provided in chapter 

four hundred twenty-one (421) of the Code, and in exercising 

the powers the director is not subject to chapter seventeen 

A (17A) of the Code. Not later than ten days following the 

adjournment of the board, the board of review shall submit 

to the director of revenue, on forms prescribed by the 

director, a report of all actions taken by the board of review 

during this seSSlon. 
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Not later than ten days after the date the fina~ e-=!ualJ­

zation order is issued, the city or county officl.al.s C;[ l.he 

affected county or assessing jurisdiction may appeal the final 

equalization order to the state board of tax reVl.ew. The 

appeal shall not delay the implementation of the equall.zation 

orders. 

Tentative and final equalization orders issued by the 

director of revenue are not rules as defined in sect.lon seven­

teen A point two (17A.2), subsection seven (7) of the Code. 

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. DEFINITION. As used in this Act, 

"committee" means the county finance committee. 

Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. COUNTY FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

1. There is created a county finance committee consisting 

of nine members. The members of the committee shall be: 

a. The auditor of state or a designee of the auditor of 

state. 

b. The state comptroller or a designee of the state 

comptroller. 

c. Five elected county officials who are regularly involved 

in budget preparation. One county official shall be from 

a county with a population of less than eleven thousand five 

hundred, one from a county with a population of more than 

eleven thousand five hundred but not more than sixteen 

thousand, one from a county with a population of more than 

sixteen thousand but not more than twenty-two thousand five 

hundred, one from a county with a population of more than 

twenty-two thousand five hundred but not more than eighty 

thousand and one from a county with a population of more than 

eighty thousand. The governor shall select and appoint the 

county officials, subject to the approval of two-thirds of 

the members of the senate. 

d. A certified public accountant experienced in 

governmental accounting selected and appointed by the governor 

with the approval of two-thirds of the members of the senate. 

e. An operations research analyst experienced in cost 

effectiveness analysis of county services appol.nted by, and 

to serve at the pleasure of, the legislative council. 
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Tl'le member>, of the comml ttee apPo.lnted by the governor 

'Cte apPolnted tel four-year terms except that of the lnitial 

dfOpolntments. ~wo county offlcial members shall be appointed 

to two-year terms. When a county official member no longer 

holds the offlce which qualified him or her for appointment, 

he or she shall no longer be a member of the committee. Any 

person appolnted to fill a vacancy shall be appointed to serve 

the unexpired term. Any member is eligible for reappointment, 

but a member shall not be appointed to serve more than two 

four-year terms. 

Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. OFFICE--STAFF--COMPENSATION. 

1. The committee is located for administrative purposes 

within the office of state comptroller. The state comptroller 

shall provide office space, staff assistance, and necessary 

supplies and equipment for the committee. The state 

comptroller shall budget funds to pay the compensation and 

expenses of the committee. 

2. Each member is entitled to reimbursement for actual 

and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of committee 

duties. Each member, except officers and employees of the 

state and full-time elected county officials, is entitled 

to receive a per diem of forty dollars for each day spent 

in the performance of committee duties. 

3. The committee shall select its own officers except 

that the state comptroller or a designee of the state 

comptroller shall serve as chairperson. 

Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEE. 

The committee shall: 

1. Design budget forms for all county funds. 

2. Establish guidelines for program budgeting and 

accounting and the preparation of five-year capital improvement 

plans. It shall, where practicable, use recommendations of 

the national council on governmental accounting. 

3. ReVlew and comment on county budgets to county officials 

and provlde assistance to enable counties to improve upon 

and use sound flnancial procedures. 
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4. Conduct studies of county revenues ilnd expendl tuYe,' . 

5. Advise and make recommendations annually to the governor 

and the general assembly concerning county budgets and finance. 

6. Promulgate its rules in compliance with chapter 

seventeen A (17A) of the Code. 

Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. ADDITIONAL DUTIES. In addition 

to the powers and duties specified in the preceding section 

of this Act, the committee shall prepare legislation for 

submission to the general assembly in January, 1981, which 

would have as its principal purpose the consolidation of 

current county funds into not more than seven functional 

funds. The committee shall also make recommendations for 

appropriate budget or levy limitations for the proposed 

consolidated funds. 

Sec. 22. NEW SECTION. The county finance committee 

established by this Act is abolished on July 1, 1981. 

Sec. 23. The legislative council is directed to create 

a ten-member study committee composed of five members each 

from the standing committees on ways and means of the senate 

and house of representatives representing both political 

parties, which committee shall conduct during the 1979 legis­

lative interim a comprehensive study of the present property 

tax structure. The study shall include, but not be limited 

to, the following: 

1. How different types and classes of property should 

be valued for property tax assessment purposes. 

2. The impact of property taxes upon multifamily and 

multipurpose residential property, determining the amount 

of such property in this state. 

3. The impact of the current property tax system on com­

mercial property. 

Expenses of the study committee, including the cost for 

employing persons or business firms to assist the committee 

in its study shall be paid from funds available under section 

two point twelve (2.12) of the Code. 

The study committee shall transmit copies of its final 

report to the governor and the members of the Sixty-eighth 
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General Assembly, :S80 SeSSion, not later than December 1, 

1979. The flnal report shall include findings of fact and 

lts recommendatJ.o:1s. 

Sec. 24. When the board of review meets in special session 

from October 15, 1979 to November 15, 1979 to hear protests 

on property valuation which have been adjusted in 1979 by 

the equalization order, the board shall also review any 

application for waiver of reduction allowed to be filed with 

the board under section eight (8) of this Act. 
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