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(Formerly Study Bill 189) 

Passed House, Date .;?~ <-::>7. /9(~, //;-<.7)Passed Senate, Da te _______ _ 
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Vote: Ayes c Vote: Ayes Nays, ____ _ '-----
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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the compensation of township trustees 

2 and township clerks. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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HOUSE FILE 647 
!i- ,299 
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P~end House File 647 as follows: 
1. Page 1, line 7, by inserting after the word 

"supervisors." the v;or(ls "Hm"ever, the county board 
of supervisors may establish a minimum daily pay rate 
for the t~me spe~t by a township trustee attending 
a scheduled meet~ng of township trustees." 

H-3299 FILED 
MARCH 2, 1979 

4. .!,,1J<-<i .J In (71 lin) BY SPEAR of Lee 

e 25 

CPB-16200 2/73 
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S. F. H. r'. 

1 s~ction 1. Section three hundred fifty-nine point forty-

2 SlX (359.46), Code 1979, is amended by striking the section 

3 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

4 359.46 COMPENSATION OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES. 

5 1. A township trustee while engaged in official business 

6 shall be compensated at an hourly rate established by the 

"', 7 county board of supervisors. The compensation shall be paid 

8 from the general fund of the county except: 

9 a. When the trustee is assessing damages done by 

10 trespassing animals, payment of the compensation shall be 

11 made in the same manner as other costs in such cases. 

12 b. When the trustee 1S acting as a fence viewer or 1n 

13 a case where provision is made for payment from a source other 

14 than the general fund of the county. 

15 2. In cases where their fees or compensation are not paid 

16 from the general fund of the county, the trustees shall be 

17 paid by the party requiring their services. The trustees 

18 shall attach to the report of their proceedings a statement 

19 specifying their services, directing who shall pay the fees 

20 or compensation, and specifying the amount to be paid by each 

21 party. A party who makes advance payment for the services 

22 of the trustees may take legal action to recover the amount 

23 of the payment from the party who is directed to pay by the 

24 trustees unless the party entitled to recovery under this 

25 subsection is paid within ten days after a demand for 

26 reimbursement is made. 

27 Sec. 2. section three hundred fifty-nine point forty-

28 seven (359.47), Code 1979, is amended by striking the section 

29 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

30 359,47 COMPENSATION OF TOWNSHIP CLERK. A township clerk 

31 while engaged in official business shall be compensated at 

32 an hourly rate equal to the hourly pay rate of a township 

33 trustee of the same township. 

34 EXPLANATION 

35 This bill changes the method of determining the compensation 
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I of township trustees from eight dollars per eight-hour day 

2 to an hourly rate established by the county board of 

3 supervisors. The compensation of the trustee is paid from 

4 the general fund of the county except when they are engaged 

5 in fence viewing, assessing damages for trespassing animals 

6 or in other cases where the compensation is to be paid from 

7 sources other than the general fund of the county. The bill 

8 also provides that township clerks shall be compensated at 

9 the same rate as township trustees. The bill will become 

10 effective July first following enactment. 

FISCAL NOTE 

HOUSE FILE 647 

Requested by Representative Danker 
February 22, 1979 

In compliance with a written r"'quest, there is hereby submitted 
a Fiscal Note for House File 647, pursuant to Joint Rule 16. 

lSB l3l0H. An Act relating to the compensation of township trustees 
and township clerks. 

This bill changes the method of determining the compensation of 
to\~nship trustees from eight dollars per eight-hour day to an 
hourly rate established by the county board of supervisors. The 
compensation of the trustee is paid from the general fund of the 
county except when they are engaged in fence vi ewing, assess i ng 
damages for trespassing animals or in other cases where the 
compensation is to be paid from sources other than the general 
fund of the county. The bill also provides that township clerks 
shall be compensated at the same rate as township trustees. 

Not knowing the hourly rate that the variOUS boards of supervisors 
would establish. it is not possible to put a fiscal estimate on 
this proposal. However, there are 1,647 townships in the state 

FILE 

of Iowa. Out of this, approximately 600 are active, with most having 
three township trustees and one clerk. 

MARCH 9, 1979 
GERRY D. RANKIN 
Legislative Fiscal Bureau 
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FISCAL NOTE 
HOUSE FILE 647 

To Amendment H-3533 
Requested by Representative Connolly 
March 23, 1979 

In compliance with a written request, there is hereby submitted a • 
Fiscal Note for H.F. 647, Amendment H-3533 pursuant to Joint Rule 16. 

~endment H-3533 to House File 647 

This amendment sets the minimum salary for township trustees and 
township clerks at $2.90 per hour. 

There are 1,647 tovmships in the state of Iowa. Out of this, 
approximately 600 are active, with most having three township 
trustees and one clerk. The total amount paid to township trJstees 
and clerks in the year 1976-77 was $101,475. Dividing this by 
the 2,400 active trustees and clerks indicates that each was being 
paid approximately $42 annually in 1976-77. 

The trustees and clerks meet an average of five times per year. 
Assuming each meeting lasts two hours, the 2,400 active trustees 
and clerks have been receiving approximately $4 per hour. 

This amendment would probably have no effect on presents costs. 

Source: State Auditor's Office 
League of Iowa Municipalities 

FILED BY GERRY D. RANKIN 
Legislative Fiscal Bureau MARCH 27, 1979 

HOUSE FILE 647 
H- 35 33 

1 Amend House File 647 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 7, by adding the following 
3 new sentence after the word "supervisors.": "The 
4 hourly rate of compensation shall not be less than 
5 t~'o dollars and ninety cents." 

I-l- 35 33 FILED /~, ,'07 (,n /' <' ~.) BY CONNOLLY of Dubuque 
MARCH 23, 1979 

H-1"53 
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HOUSE FILE 647 

Amend amendment H-3533, to page 1 of House File 
647, as follows: 

1. Page 1, by striking line 5 and inserting in 
lieu thereof the following: "the hourly rate 
established for pay grade eight (8), step one (1), 
of the state merit system pay plan." 

I-l- 3553 FILED 07:"--1- ,-{~, 7 ! if /0'_") 
MARCH 26, 1979 

BY SPEAR of Lee 
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House File 647 

HOUSE FILE 
Cou~ty Gon':-nmcnt 
C, Mil;cr. Chai:-pe:no!'l 
~Y3trom By COMMITTEE ON COUNTY GOVE&~ME~T 

(As Amended and Passed by the House) 
K'Jdlll"t 

rassed House, Date jJ~ ~<~ Passed Senate, Date 4- /7~ 7'-1 (.-::P J.?ZI) 

Nays a Vote: Ayes _____ Nays, __ ,",,",,__ Vote: Ayes 47 

Approved· ____ 71~£~,~q~{~.~:f~·~/-9~7~r~-----------
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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the compensation of township trustees 

and township clerks. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOviA: 

e.~ ~~ 4,,,,; ~ s/t 
XJ • .e? . <;;:7 ~. to ~.;!/ ...... 1l~'d(.1P~o") 1t: ~:;±:",::<d,::;?£;:e'::T.!>;;;Z:Yr~ _( 8~' /~~ .. ~; i-4.tC (un:» 

House Amendments 



S.F. H.F. "1/7 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred fifty-nine point forty-

2 six (359.46), Code 1979, is amended by striking the section 

3 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

4 359.46 COMPENSATION OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES. 

5 1. A township trustee while engaged in official business 

6 shall be compensated at an hourly rate established by the 

7 county board of supervisors. However, the county board of 

8 supervisors may establish a minimum daily pay rate for the 

9 time spent by a township trustee attending a scheduled meeting 

10 of township trustees. The compensation shall be paid from 

11 the general fund of the county except: 

12 a. When the trustee is assessing damages done by 

13 trespassing animals, payment of the compensation shall be 

14 made in the same manner as other costs in such cases. 

IS b. When the trustee is acting as a fence viewer or in 

16 a case where provision is made for payment from a source other 

17 than the general fund of the county. 

18 2. In cases where their fees or compensation are not paid 

19 from the general fund of the county, the trustees shall be 

20 paid by the party requiring their services. The trustees 

21 shall attach to the report of their proceedings a statement 

22 specifying their services, directing who shall pay the fees 

23 or compensation, and specifying the amount to be paid by each 

24 party. A party who makes advance payment for the services 

2S of the trustees may take legal action to recover the amount 

26 of the payment from the party who is directed to pay by the 

27 trustees unless the party entitled to recovery under this 

28 subsection is paid within ten days after a demand for 

29 reimbursement is made. 

30 Sec. 2. Section three hundred fifty-nine point forty-

31 seven (359.47), Code 1979, is amended by striking the section 

32 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

33 359.47 COMPENSATION OF TOWNSHIP CLERK. A township clerk 

34 while engaged in official business shall be compensated at 

35 an hourly rate equal to the hourly pay rate of a township 
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S.F. H.F. (,'12 

1 trustee of the same township. 

2 

HOUSE FILE 647 

S-3370 

1 !~-',:E::ncJ House l'iJe 647 as 2;-,lcr,c~-'c1, P':~~:~'~>c1 (:rd 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follo~s: 
3 1. Page 1, line 6, by inserting after the word 

3S"~ [4 "rate" the words "of not less than thrC?e dol12rs per 
l5 J-Jour as". . 
6 2. Page 1, line 7, by inserting after the word 
7 "Hov.'ever," the words "in lieu of an hourly rate of 
8 cor.lpensation,". 
9 3. Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word 

1 0 "supervisors" the words ", upon recoHlT"enda tion of 
11 the county compensa ti on board,". 
1 2 L! • Page 1, Ii ne 8, by s tr iking the word "minimum". 
13 5. Page 1, line 10, by inserting after the word ;:, 4 " 

trustees." the follO\ving: "The county board of 
~ 15 

supervisors may reduce the reconmended daily pay rate 
16 but the board shall not increase the recommendation.'" 
17 6. Page 1, line 35, by inserting after the words 
18 "an hourly" the words "or daily pay". 
19 7. Page 1, line 35, by inserting after the words 
20 "the hourly" the words "or daily pay". 

S-3370 FILED j~ ~ ~ BY CHARLES P. MILLER 
APRIL 3, 1979 ~ .?.Fo6 4/17(/,,(31) JAMES E. BRILES 

,1 ------

HOUSE FILE 647 
S-3506 

1 Amend the amendment, S-3370, to House File 647, 
as amended, passed and reprinted by the House, as 
follows: 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
1 1 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

1. Page 1, lines 4 and 5, by striking the words 
"three dollars per hour" and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words "the hourly rate established for pay grade 
eight, step one of the state merit system pay plan". 

2. Page 1, by striking line 12. 
3. Page 1, line 14, by inserting after the word 

"The" the fol1rn';1.no: "ninimurn daily pay rate shall 
not be less than the minimmn hourly rate multiplied 
by eight. The". 

4. Page 1, line 15, by inserting after the word 
"recommended" the word "minimmn". 

5. By renumbering sections to conform "'ii th this 
fullendmen t . 

S-3506 FILED & ADOPTED~. /"'~/) BY CHARLES P. MILLER 
APRIL 17, 1979 LOWELL L. JUNKINS 
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SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 647 

H-3992 
1 ~rnend douse File 647 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 6, by inserting after the woru 
4 "rate" the words "of not less than the hourly rate 
5 established for pay grade eight, step one of tne state 
6 merit system pay plan as". 
7 2. Page 1, line 7, by inserting after tne word 
8 "However," the wares "in lieu of an hour ly rate of 
9 compensation,". 

10 '-..---·3. - Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word 
11 "supervisors" the words ", upon recorrunendation of 
12 the county compensation board,". 

,13 4. Page 1, line 10, by inserting after the wora 
:14 "trustees." the following: "Tne minimum daily pay 

15 rate shall not be less than the minimum hourly pay 
16 rate multiplied by eight. Tne county board of 
17 supervisors may reduce the recorrunended minimum daily 
18 pay rate, but tl1e board sha 11 not increase the 
19 recornrnenda tion. " 
20 5. Page 1, line 35, by inserting after the words 

.21 "an hourly" the words "or daily pay". 
22 6. Page 1, line 35, by inserting after the words 

-23 "the hourly" the words "or daily pay" . 

. ~ H-3992 FILED RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
APRIL 19, 1979 N~ .A~ .;:;G- ~~'<.v~ ¥-I3Q (p. 1'1/6/ 

~ <J~ ~ o-Ia (rj.IO'>') 

-j 
Lid Ii ai,.J sa Ht 11.111 u.>IL .. JJI ~. 



HOUSE FILE 647 
H-4095 

1 Amend the senate amendment, H-3992, to HOllse File 
2 647 as amended, passed and reprinted by the !louse 
3 as follo .. ,s: 
4 1. Page 1, by striking lines 3 through 19 and 
5 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
6 " Page 1, by striking lines 7 through 10 and 
7 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "county 
8 board of supervisors which shall not be less than 
9 the hourly rate established for pay grade eight, step 

10 one of the state merit system pay plan. However, 
11 in lieu of an hourly rate of compensation the county 
12 board of supervisors may establish a minimum pay rate 
13 for each meeting of township trusteeS. The minimum 
14 per meeting rate shall not be less than one hour's 
15 pay at the hourly rate. The compensation shall be 
16 paid from"." 
17 2. Page 1, line 21, by striking the words "or 
18 daily pay" and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
19 "rate or per meeting". 
20 3. Page 1, line 23, by striking the ~,ords "or 
21 daily pay" and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
22 "or per meeting". 

H-4095 FILED 
APRIL 24, 1979 

H-4042 

BY SPEAR of Lee 

HOUSE FILE 647 

1 Amend the Senate amendment, H-3992, to House 
2 File 647 as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 10 through 19. 

H-4042 FILED 
APRIL 20, 1979 

H-404l 

BY SPEAR of Lee 

HOUSE FILE 647 

1 Amend the Senate amendment, H-3992, to House 
2 File 647 as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 23, by st.riking the word 
4 "pay" . 

H-4041 FILED :-j-/;r;~..u..A~ "/30 (,'i/t ! BY SPEAR of Lee 
APRIL 20, 1979 



of 

HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

TUESDAY, MAY 8, 1979 

REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
ON HOUSE FILE 647 

'J',)tJl(' i?residellt of th8 S(:natc and the Speak(~r of tb.e House 

Vl(;~ I the u~!.cl;Tsi9ned mernbers of the conference committee 
c~pp()inr.ed to consid2J~ the diff(::rences betueen the Senate and 
the Hous~ of Repre~:;eI:tati ves on House File 647, a bill for 
an Ac·t J~el(;1."ting to the compensation of tm,"nship t.rustees C1nd 
tm",flr-:;hip clerl:s I respectfully ma.ke the folJ.m,;ing report: 

1. Thtlt the Scnc..t.e recede from its amendment H-3992 to 
L?,·-US'-' r'~ 1 ... · ;\~ 7 '"'s "'·f'c.l~rinrl ..... ~r.·;:::·::.d :..nd L·~"c:-.-l~; n-l-r..rl bv t1l'" 1·"·"'5"" J..J..v .. ,;. . ":~_\..'''': v""i" 0. c·.!..; .... _ :.~t.:. ... V., .tJ ...... :>t.......... c:....... .....-J:l-~.:. l .... "-"- .1. 1 '"'" .tvl.(. ~. 

2. That HOTIse File 647 "~~re,j ~l~a~ reprl'n~Qc3 I:' n. -..J t..) \. \..i. l _ .... ".- '-_ 1 

. bv thl B0~SC be amcnd8d as follows: J 

1. Page I, by striking line 35 and inserting 111 lieu 
th~!.rC~0f the \wrds II the sar.1(~ ra·te as the pay rate of a 
t.m"Y1Ship 1/ • 

P3ga 2, by inserting after line 1, the following: 
II Se8. A county supervisor \·iho before l~ilY l, 1979 r 

c)C(~ef'te(~ ;;:D r..p?oirrtn.snt to any appointive board, commission 
"Oi' CClF.li tt.ee of thi.::: state 017 a political su.bdiviBion of this 

state :i!ay Gont:l.nu2 to hold the officE; of county supervisor 
boaxd, connnission or cotlil1ittee until 

tl-:'8 ez;,i):ot·i.r;n of his or ber t:-:.:rm as county supe:rvlsor or 

July I, 108·1 f 'vhichev€:r occurs first." 
3 . k:!21:d the title r by stri%ing lines 1 and 2 and inserting 

in lieu thereof the follouing: Him Act relating to service 

and CGmpCllsation for service in county and to';lLlr.;hip govern­
m'=!nt." 

ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE: 
ARLYN E. DANKER, Chairperson 
RAY LAGESCHULTE 

ON THE PART OF THE SENATE: 
JOHN N. NYSTROM, Chairperson 
JAMES E. BRILES 

CLIFFORD BRANS TAD 
DONALD H. BINNEBOESE 
ARLO HULLINGER 

JACK W. HESTER ) 
-d ~ S-/9 ('{I . .:f~o?> y!:::;: .-.~ c~C> (7' I~ 3~) 



HOUSE FILE 647 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO SERVICE AND COMPENSATION FOR SERVICE IN COUNTY 

AND TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. section three hundred fifty-nine point forty­

six (359.46), Code 1979, is amended by striking the section 

and inserting in lieu thereof the followlng: 

359.46 COMPENSATION OF TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES. 

1. A township trustee while engaged in official business 

shall be compensated at an hourly rate established by the 

county board of supervlsors. However, the county board of 

supervisors may establish a minimum daily pay rate for the 

time spent by a township trustee attending a scheduled meeting 

of township trustees. The compensation shall be paid from 

the general fund of the county except: 

a. When the trustee is assessing damages done by 

trespassing animals, payment of the compensation shall be 

made in the same manner as other costs in such cases. 

b. When the trustee is acting as a fence viewer or in 

a case where provision is made for payment from a source other 

than the general fund of the county. 

2. In cases where their fees or compensation are not paid 

from the general fund of the county, the trustees shall be 

paid by the party requiring their services. The trustees 

shall attach to the report of their proceedings a statement 

specifying their services, directing who shall pay the fees 

or compensation, and specifying the amount to be paid by each 

party. A party who makes advance payment for the services 

of the trustees may take legal action to recover the amount 

of the payment from the party who is directed to pay by the 

trustees unless the party entitled to recovery under this 

subsection is paid within ten days after a demand for 

reimbursement is made. 

~"',i;.-

House File 647, P. 2 

Sec. 2. section three hundred fifty-nine point forty­

seven (359.47), Code 1979, is amended by striking the section 

and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

359.47 COMPENSATION OF TOWNSHIP CLERK. A township clerk 

while engaged in official business shall be compensated at 

the same rate as the pay rate of a township trustee of the 

same township. 

Sec. 3. A county supervisor who before May 1, 1979, 

accepted an appointment to any appointive board, commission 

or committee of this state or a political subdivision of this 

state may continue to hold the office of county supervisor 

and membership on the board, commission or committee until 

the expiration of his or her term as county supervisor or 

July 1, 1981, whichever occurs first. 

FLOYD H. MILLEN 

Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 647, Sixty-eighth General Assembly. 

Approved d;/~ /, 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 

DAVID L. WRAY 

Chief Clerk of the House 

1979 
% 
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