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1 An Ac~ to provide that foster children and foster parents stand 

2 in the same relationship as children and their natural par-

3 ents for certain purposes. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY ~HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Section 1. section ninety-two point seventeen (92.17), 

sUbsection four (4), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

4. A child from working in any occupation or business 

operated by R~e the child's parents. For the purposes of 

this subsection, "child" and "parents" include a foster child 

and the child's foster parents who are licensed under chapter 

two hundred thirty-seven (237) of the Code. 
Sec. 2. section two hundred thirty-four point forty-one 

(234.41), Code 1979, is amended by striking the section. 
.10 Sec. 3. Chapter two hundred thirty-seven (237), Code 1979, 

11 is amended by adding the following new section: 
12 NEW SECTION. Foster parents licensed by the state director 
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stand in the same relationship to their minor foster children, 

for purposes of tort actions by or on behalf of the foster 

child against the foster parents, as do natural parents to 

their minor children who reside at home. This section does 
not apply to a foster parent whose malicious, willful and 
wanton conduct causes injury or damage to a foster child or 
exposes the foster child to a danger caused by violation of 

a statute or the rules of the department. 
EXPLANATION 

This bill provides that foster children and foster parents 

stand in the same relationship as do children and their natural 

parents for purposes of tort actions by the child and for 
the purposes of the familial exception to the child labor 

26 law. The bill strikes a similar provision from chapter 234 
27 of the Code to avoid duplication. The new section also refers 

28 to violation ofa statute, which the stricken section does 

29 not do. 
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8-3396 

1 Amend House File 470 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, lines 6 and 7, by striking the words 
3 "under chapter two hundred thirty-seven (237) of the 
4 Code" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "by 
5 ~department of social services". 
6 2. Page 1, by striking llnes 10 through 20 and 
7 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

.8 "Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. TORT ACTIONS. A foster 
9 parent licensed by the department of social services 

10 stands in the same relationship to his or her minor 
11 foster child, for purposes of tort actions by or on 
12 behalf of the foster child against the foster parent, 
13 as a natural parent to his or her minor child who 
14 resides at home. This section does not apply to a 
15 foster parent whose malicious, willful and wanton 
16 conduct causes injury or damage to a foster child 
.17 or exposes the foster child to a danger caused by 
18 violation of a statute or the rules of the department 
19 of social services." 

8-3396 FILED ().~ 416 (..f' ///4) BY JULIA GENTLEMAN 
APRIL 5, 1979 
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Amend House File 47U ilS follows: 
1 • Page 1 lines u and 7 ' . "under" , Dy S Lr J.k lng L1e words 

-~l'il __ ~lla~)t~F b~o JlUm1 rE:,d til ir ty- seven (237) of ' 
~0..9:~ anu lllsertlng in lieu t .. f '--"---'-.,--- t,1e t, 'd ner eo ble,vordS "DY 
ne, epartment of social services". -

. 2. ,Pag~ 1, .~y striking lines 10 blrougn 20 and 
lns~r~~ng In l~~u~t~ereof tne follo~ing: 

. Sec .. 3. 11r:..!J ::>LC'l'IOJ.J. TORT AC'l'I01~S. A foster 
parent llcenseu Ly ti1e uepartment of . 1 s-'- c1 ., J. • • SOCla services 

Lan s ll1 Ll1e saine re.la tlonsn' i p .Lo 11lS f t' . - L or ller minor 
,os er chl~d, for purposes of tort actions by or on 
Denalf of L~Le foster chil.] against tile foster 
~s c: natura.l parent to ilis or iler minor cllild parent, 
rCSlC]es at 110me T" wno ~ '. nlS section does not a 1 t 
Loster parent whose malicious willful d
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conduct . . ' an wanton 
causes lnJury or clamage to a foster cnild 

o~ exp~ses the foster cnild to a danger caused b 
vlolatlon of a staLute tl 1 Y 

f
. L or 1e ru os of tne department 

o socIal services." . 
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HOUSE FILE 470 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT FOSTER CHILDREN AND FOSTER PARENTS 
STAND IN THE SAME RELATIONSHIP AS CHILDREN AND THEIR 
NATURAL PARENTS FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. section ninety-two point seventeen (92.17), 
sUbsection four (4), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

4. A child from working in any occupation or business 
operated by kie the child's parents. For the purposes of 
this subsection, "child" and "parents" include a foster child 
and the child's foster parents who are licensed by the 
department of social services. 

Sec. 2. section two hundred thirty-four point forty-one 
(234.41), Code 1979, is amended by striking the section. 

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. TORT ACTIONS. A foster parent 
licensed by the department of social services stands in the 
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same relationship to his or her minor foster child, for 
purposes of tort actions by or on behalf of the foster child 
against the foster parent, as a natural parent to his or her 
minor child who resides at home. This section does not apply 
to a foster parent whose malicious, willful and wanton conduct 
causes injury or damage to a foster child or exposes the 
foster child to a danger caused by violation of a statute 
or the rules of the department of social services. 

FLOYD H. MILLEN 
Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 
is known as House File 470, Sixty-eighth General Assembly. 

Approved Z27ap i 

ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

DAVID L. WRAY 
Chief Clerk of the House 

, 1979 

:t: 
:-n 
~ 


