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Act relating ~o countersignatures on insurance policies. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE S'l'ATE OF IOVlA: 
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S.F. H.P. 

1 Section 1. Sections five hundred fifteen point fifty-

2 two (515.52) through five hundred fifteen point sixty-one 

3 (515.61), Code 1379, are repealed. 

4 Sec. 2 . This Act is €ffective .J,muary first following 

5 its enactment. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 This bill :::-emoves the countersignature requirements mandated 

8 by sections 515.52 through 515.61, Code 1979. Under present 

9 law insurance cu~tracts covering risks on property or business 

10 activit.ies and interests locat.ed or tr.ansacted in the state 

] 1 must be uri tten '~hrough or by and countersigned by a licensed 

12 agent Hho is a resident of Iowa and paid on a comrnission 

13 basis. The requirement of a countersignature from the resident 

14 agent is a concept which has been removed from the laws of 

15 most states incJuding most states bordering Iowa. 
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H-5319 

SENATE ~~ENPMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 454 

1 Amend Ilouse File 454 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by stri~ing lines 1 through 3 and 
3 inserting in lieu thereof tIle followino: 
4 ·Section 1. Section five hundred fifteen point 
5 fifty-two (515.52), Code ;979, is amended by adding 
6 the following new un!~ur.lbered paragraph: 
7 !ml~ UN'Jt;'-l!3ERI:D PAR,~.GR."'Pf-i. NotHi.thstanding this 
8 section and sections fivG! ilundred fifteen point fifty-
9 three (515.53) through ~ive '1undred fifteen point 

10 sixty-one (515.61) of the Code, if the law of another 
11 state docs not require the countersignature of a 
12 licensed agent who resides in that state for insurance 
13 contracts and endorse"'ents written, issued or placed 
14 in that state by a licensed agent who resides in this 
15 state, the countersignature of a licensed agent who 
16 resides in this state is not required for insurance 
17 contracts and endorsements written, issued, or placed 
18 in this state by a licensed agent who resides in that 
19 other state." 

'!-5319 FILED 
~EBRUARY 27, 1980 
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HOUSE FILE 454 
S-5116 
1 Amend House File 454 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 1 through 3 and 
3 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "section 1. Section five hundred fifteen point 
5 fifty-two (515.52), Code 1979, is amended by adding 
6 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 
7 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Notwithstanding this 
8 section and sections five hundred fifteen point fifty-
9 three (515.53) through five hundred fifteen point 

10 sixty-one (515.61) of the Code, if the law of another 
11 state does not require the countersignature of a 
12 licensed agent who re~ides in that state for insurance 
13 contracts and endorsements written, issued or placed 
14 in that state by a licensed agent who resides in this 
15 state, the countersignature of a licensed agent who 
16 resides in this state is not required for insurance 
17 contracts and endorsements written, issued, or placed 
18 in this state by a licensed agent who resides in that 
19 other state." 

S-5116 FILED t1~~f BY CO~~ITTEE ON COMMERCE 
FEBRUARY 13, 1980 ~~;~W) EDGAR H. HOLDEN, CHAIRPERSON 

HOUSE FILE 454 

S-5030 

1 Amend House File 454 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 1 through 3 and 
3 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "section 1. section five hundred fifteen point 
5 fifty-t\~O (515.52), Code 1979, is amended by adding 
6 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 
7 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Notwithstanding this 
8 section and sections five huhdred fifteen point fifty-
9 three (515.53) through five hundred fifteen point 

10 sixty-one (515.61) of the Code, if the law of another 
11 state does not require the countersignature of a 
12 licensed agent who resides in that state for insurance 
13 contracts and endorsements written, issued or placed 
14 in that state by a licensed agent who resides in this 
15 state, the countersignature of a licensed agent who 
16 resides in this state is not required for insurance 
17 contracts and endorsements written, issued, or placed 
18 in this state by a licensed agent who resides in ·that 
19 other state." 

S-5030 FILED BY LUCAS J. DE KOSTER 
JANUARY 31, 1980 
V ... wof .""..A- "f' ~.J . .y.:;.s (, S,-Y) 
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AN ACT 
RELATING TO COUNTERSIGNATURES ON INSURANCE:: POLlC[ES. 

Sf, IT ENACTRD BY IHE GENERAL ASSRMBLY OF THE STATE or lOW,.,' 

Section 1. Section fiv~ hundred fifteen point. fifty-two 

(!l1!).~;1), Code 19"/9, is ~vnendcd by addtng t.he follo .... ing ne .... 

unnurnbrH:ed paz'agulph' 

NEW UNN1JMft~_I3_F;!! ... r_~~!,:9J0.~.~~. Not.wiUlbtdtldinq this section 

and s~ctionG five hundn?d fifteen point. fift.y-three (515.S3) 

t.hrougll five hundred flfteen point sixt.y-on~ (515.61) of t.he 

Code, i ( t.hc la .... ot u.noUler state doeg not require t.h" 

counterBignatlJrc of ,1 llcensed agt!nt who ref,i,dec. i,n t.hat nt.at.e 

for insurance contr<lcts and endorscnellts .... t·itLen, igsut!d Ot" 

placed ,il~ t.hC\L state by a licensed agent who resides in this 

state. the countersignature of d li.cense:) agent .... ho resides 

in thin st.ate is not l'cquired fat' insurancp. contracts itnd 

endor"er.:ents ""ritten, isr.ued, O!' placed in Lhi.& 5t.ate by a 

licensed "gent .... ho resides 1n that. ot,hf!l' statf!. 
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Sec 2. ThlS Act. .is ,~t'feGtive J<\nuiuy hrst following 

1 ts en<.lCL'1lcnt. 

--------------
WILLIAM H. HARBOR 

Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President. of t.he Senate 

I hereby certify t.hal this bill ol"iqinatcd in the BO\lsp. and 

i~ known as House File 4~;", Sixty-eiqht.h Gonel'al AS5eJTlbly. 

DAVID r.. \IIo'RAY 

_'~ Chi.ef Clp.r): of the House 

"ppt-oved 7,l ~'k6 ;2/ '""0 

ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 
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