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A BILL FOR 
Act relating to housing in cities, by requiring cities to 

establish a housing code or be sUbject to the uniform 

housing code, establishing an interim committee to 

study housing codes and related areas, repealing the 

state housing law and authorizing penalties. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

CPB·16200 2173 



S.F. 

1 section 1. Chapter three hundred sixty-four (364), Code 

2 1979, is amended by adding the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. CITY HOUSING CODES. 

4 1. A city with a population of fifteen thousand or more 

5 may adopt by ordinance one of the following housing codes 

6 before January 1, 1981: 

7 a. The uniform housing code promulgated by the 

8 international conference of building officials. 

9 b. The housing code promulgated by the American public 

10 health association. 

11 c. The housing code promulgated by the building officials 

12 and code administrators. 

13 d. The standard housing code promulgated by the southern 

14 building code congress international. 

15 e. Minimum property standards promulgated by the United 

16 States department of housing and urban development. 

17 A city which has adopted a housing code listed in this 

18 section before January 1, 1981, is no longer subject to chapter 

19 four hundred thirteen (413) of the Code. 

20 2. Every city with a population of fifteen thousand or 

21 more which has not adopted another housing code under this 

22 section by January 1, 1981, is subject to and shall be con-

23 sidered to have adopted the uniform housing code promulgated 

24 by the international conference of building officials, as 

25 amended to January 1, 1980. A city which reaches a population 

26 of fifteen thousand, as determined after the effective date 

27 of this Act, has six months after such determination to comply 

28 with this section. 

29 3. A city which adopts or is subject to a housing code 

30 under this section shall adopt enforcement procedures, which 

31 may include but are not limited to the following: 

32 a. A program for regular inspections and certification 

33 of inspected housing. 

34 b. A schedule of civil penalties or criminal fines for 

35 violations. 
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1 c. Authority for the issuance of orders requiring viola-

2 tions to be corrected within a reasonable time. 

3 d. Authority for the issuance of citations pursuant to 

4 sections eight hundred five point one (805.1) through eight 

5 hundred five point five (805.5) of the Code upon a failure 

6 to 

7 

satisfactorily remedy a violation. 

e. Authority, if other methods have failed, for an offi-

8 cer to contract to have work done as necessary to remedy a 

9 violation, the cost of which shall be assessed to the viola-

10 tor and constitute a lien on the property until paid. 

11 f. An escrow system for the deposit of rent which will 

12 be applied to the costs of correcting violations. 

13 g. A receivorship system to provide for correcting viola-

14 tions. 

15 h. Mediation of disputes based upon alleged violations. 

16 i. Injunctive procedures. 

17 The enforcement procedures shall be designed to 

18 housing conditions rather than to displace persons 

19 homes. 

improve 

from their 

20 4. A city which is subject to the uniform housing code 

21 or which adopts another housing code under this section may 

22 provide reasonable variances for existing structures which 

23 cannot practicably meet the standards in the code but are 

24 not unsafe for habitation. 

25 5. Cities may establish reasonable fees for inspection 

26 and enforcement procedures. 

27 6. Cities with populations of less than fifteen thousand 

28 may comply with this section. 

29 7. A city may adopt housing code provisions which are 

30 more stringent than those in the housing code it adopts or 

31 to which it 1S subject under this section. 

32 Sec. 2. 

33 1. The legislative council shall establish a joint sub-

34 committee 

35 cities to 

of the senate and house standing committees on 

study subjects related to city and state housing 
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1 codes during the 1980 interim. 

2 2. The joint subcommittee shall be composed of five mem-

3 bers from each house, no more than three from each house to 

4 be from the same party. 

5 3. The subcommittee's study shall include, but need not 

6 be limited to the following subjects: 

7 a. Possible reorganization of state government to provide 

8 for administration of housing codes, building codes including 

9 rehabilitation codes, and fire prevention codes under one 

10 state agency. 

11 b. Whether there is a need for a state housing code and 

12 state housing code administration. 

13 c. Whether there is a need for the state to mandate 

14 specific housing code enforcement procedures by cities. 

15 d. Whether cities with a population of less than fifteen 

16 thousand should be required to adopt housing codes. 

17 e. Consideration of the need for statutory guidelines 

18 regarding nuisance abatement procedures by cities as applied 

19 to housing which constitutes a nuisance, including procedures 

20 for the demolition of condemned buildings. 

21 f. The most desirable state role in the areas of housing, 

22 building, rehabilitation and fire prevention codes, balancing 

23 the state's concerns against the concept of home rule for 

24 cities. 

25 4. The subcommittee shall present its conclusions and 

26 recommendations, in the form of a final report with necessary 

27 bill drafts, to the legislative council upon its request and 

28 to the general assembly which convenes in January, 1981. 

29 Sec. 3. Chapter four hundred thirteen (413), Code 1979, 

30 is repealed effective January 1, 1981. 

31 EXPLANATION 
32 The bill repeals the housing law ~n chapter 413 of the 

33 Code, effective January 1, 1981, and requires all cities with 

34 15,000 or more population to adopt one of several nationally 

35 recognized housing codes or become subject to the uniform 
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1 housing code promulgated by the international conference of 

2 building officials on that date. It also mandates an interim 

3 joint subcommittee to study housing codes and related subjects 

The 4 and the state's 

5 bill would take 

role in promulgation 

effect July first. 

and enforcement. 
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FISCAL NOTE 
House File 25.36 

Requested by Representative Krewson 
March 13, 1980 

In compliance with a written request there is hereby submit 
a Fiscal Note for House File 2536 pursuant to Joint Rule 16. 

House File 2536, An Act relating to housing in cities, by requiring 
cities to establish a housing code or be subject to the uniform 
housing code, establis11in'J ar. interim committee to study housing 
codes and related areas, repealing the state housing law and 
authorizing penalties. 

This bill repeals the housing law in Chapter 413 of the Code 
effective January I, 1981, and requires all cities with 15,000 
or more population to ado?t one of several nationally recognized 
housing codes or beco~e subjec~ to the uniform housinq code 
promulgated by the international conference of buildin'l officials 
on that date. It also mandates an interim joint subcommittee to 
study hOUSing codes and related subjects and the state's role in 
promulgation and enforcenent. 

There are oresently 23 cities with a population over 15,000. It 
is safe to say that the najorlty of these cities have a housin~ 
code at the oresent. House File 2536 calls for the cities to 
establish re~sonable fees fer insDection and enforcement procedures. 
Therefore, if pro~erly adninistered, the fee schedule should offset 
the expenses. 

House File 2535 requires a~ interi~ study co~~ittee of five Ho~se 
me:r:bers and five Senate ~er.~bers. Estimated expense would be: 

10 members X $9G per da:! 
Source: Office for Planning and 
FILED MARCH 20, 1980 
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per member • 5900 per day 
Progran1."lling 

BY GERRY D. RANKIN 
Legislative Fiscal 

LSB 4357H 68 

jb/rh/8.1 

Bureau 



• 
HOUSE FILE 2536 

H-5583 

1 
2 

Amenc House File 2536 as follows: 
1. Page 2, by striking lines 13 and 14. 

H-5583 FILED 
BARCH 19, 1980 
/i;!..'-fZ/.. J-;'~ (fIOts ) 

H-5590 

BY LORENZEN of Scott 

HOUSE FILE 2536 

1 Amend J-louse Pile 2536 as fo110·.-Is:" 
2 1. Page 1, line 4, by striking the \Vord "fifteen" 
3 <lnd inserting in lieu thereof the \vord "tHenty- fi ve". 
4 2. Page 1, line 20, by striking the word ".fifteen" 
5 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "tHenty-five". 
6 3. Page 1, line 26, by striking the word "fifteen" 
7 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "twenty-five". 
8 l~. Page 2, line 27, by striking the Hord "fifteen" 
9 ilnd insertiDg in lieu thereof the word "t\.Jenty- fi ve". 

10 5. Pag;;, 3, line 15, by striking the Ivord "fifteen" 
11 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "tviE~nty-five". 

H-5590 FILED 
~lARCH 19, 1980 
t:;::(,..."..{..- J/..,?t. I J /0 t ~ J 

BY TYRRELL of Iowa 

• H-5600 
HOUSE FILE 2536 

• 

1 Amend HOUse Pile 2536 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 15, by str iking the wor.ds "Minimum 
3 pr.operty" and inserting in lieu thereof the \~ords 
4 "Housing qt:ali ty" • 

5 2. Page I, line 16, by inserting after the 'dord 
6 "ilevelop:nent" the words "for use in assisted housing 
7 proS)): ales" • 

H-5600 FILED BY KREWSON of Polk 
t-lARCH 19, 1980 
ar./-"f~..-.-1 J/:.:Jt l f /6 c: // ) 

HOUSE FILE 2536 
H-5617 

1 
2 
3 
<1 
:, 
6 
7 
8 

Amend House File 2536 as fallows: 
1. Page 2, by inserting after line 31 the 

follm·ring: 
"8. No rent shall be recoverable by the owner 

or lessee of any dwell.ing \.;hich does not comply \<Ii th 
the housing coce adopted by the city unt.il ~uch time 
as the cvlelling does comply with the housin~l code' 
adopted by the city." 

H- 5 617 F ILBD BY R.i\PP of Black Hawk 
/1,lIRCll 20, 1980 
l'10TIO~i TO SUSPEND rmI,ES, LOST (7 Ie <c.) 



HOUSE FILE 2536 
H-5618 

1 Amend amendment H-5583 to House File 2536 as follovls, 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 2 the following: 
3 "2. Page 1, line 31, by striking the word "may" and 
-1 inserting in lieu thereof the ~lord "shall"." 

H-5618 FILED 
HARCH 20, 1980 
LOST ([f I,)"S) 

BY BRANDT of Black Hawk 

• 

• 

• 
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HOUSE FILE 

By COMMITTEE ON CITIES 

(As Amended and Passed by the House) 

-Ik-Passed House, Date .fIg-Ire <, ':</J.o) Passed Senate, Date <f//(./g-6 ((15",,-'-) 

Va t e: Aye s,_"";;:,b,,,..2=-_ N a YS_-,,"' ... 3,,-_ Vote: Ayes __ 4~·~~~. ___ Nays'_~;/~ __ _ 

A BILL FOR 
IAn Act relating to housing in cities, by requiring cities to 

2 establish a housing code or be subject to the uniform 

3 

4 

5 

6 BE 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

housing code, 

study housing 

state housing 

IT ENACTED BY 

establishing an interim cowmittee to 

codes and related areas, repealing the 

law and authorizing penalties. 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

House Amendments ________ __ 

Language Stricken ... 

CPS-16200 2/73 



S.F .. __ _ 

1 Section 1. Chapter three hundred sixty-four (364), Code 

2 1979, is amended by adding the following new section: 

-'c c 3 NEW SECTION. CITY HOUSING CODES. 

4 1. A city with a population of fifteen thousand or more 

5 may adopt by ordinance one of the following housing codes 

,.' 6 before January 1,1981: 

~ 7 a. The uniform housing code promulgated by the 

8 international conference of building officials. 

9 b. The housing code promulgated b~ the American public 

10 health association. 

11 c. The housing code promulgated by the building officials 

12 and code administrators. 

13 d. The standard housing code promulgated by the southern 

14 building code congress international. 

15 e. Housing quality standards promulgated by the United 

16 States department of housing and urban development for use 

17 in assisted housing programs. 

18 A city which has adopted a housing code listed in this 

19 section before January I, 1981, is no longer subject to chapter 

20 four hundred thirteen (413) of the COde. 

21 2. Every city with a population of fifteen thousand or 

22 more which has not adopted another housing code under this 

23 section by January 1, 1981, is subject to and shall be con-

24 sidered to have adopted the uniform housing code promulgated 

25 by the international conference of building officials, as 

26 amended to January I, 1980. A city which reaches a population 

27 of fifteen thousand, as determined after the effective date 

28 of this Act, has six months after such determination to comply 

29 with this section. 

31 under 

A city which adopts or is subject to a housing code 

this section shall adopt enforcement procedures, which 

S~/_',32 may include but are not limited to the following: 

33 a. A program for regular inspections and certification 

34 of inspected housing. 

35 b. A schedule of civil penalties or criminal fines for 

-1-
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1 violations. 

2 c. Authority for the issuance of orders requiring viola-

3 tions to be corrected within a reasonable time. 

4 d. Authority for the issuance of citations pursuant to 

5 sections eight hundred five point one (805.1) through eight 

6 hundred five point five (805.5) of the Code upon a failure 

7 to satisfactorily remedy a violation. 

8 e. Authority, if other methods have failed, for an offi-

9 cer to contract to have work done as necessary to remedy a 

10 violation, the cost of which shall be assessed to the viola-

11 tor and constitute a lien on the property until paid. 

12 f. An escrow system for the deposit of rent which will 

13 be applied to the costs of correcting violations. 

f14 g. Mediation of disputes based upon alleged violations. 

15 h. Injunctive procedures. 

16 The enforcement procedures shall be designed to improve 

17 housing conditions rather than to displace persons from their 

18 homes. 

19 4. A city which is subject to the uniform housing code 

20 Or which adopts another housing code under this section may 

21 provide reasonable variances for existing structures which 

22 cannot practicably meet the standards in the code but are 

23 not unsafe for habitation. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

5. Cities may establish reasonable fees for inspection 

and enforcement procedures. 

6. Cities with populations of less than fifteen thousand 

may comply with this section. 

,~ , "28 7. A city may adopt housing code provisions which are 

more stringent than those in the housing code it adopts or 

to which it is subject under this section. 
, 7,·., 

29 

30 

31 Sec. 2. 

32 1. The legislative council shall establish a joint sub-

33 committee of the senate and house standing committees on 

34 cities to study subjects related to city and state housing 

35 codes during the 1980 interim. 

-2-
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1 2. The joint subcommittee shall be composed of five mem-

2 bers from each house, no more than three from each house to 

3 be from the same party. 

4 3. The subcommittee's study shall include, but need not 

5 be limited to the following subjects: 

6 a. Possible reorganization of state government to provide 

7 for administration of housing codes, building codes including 

8 rehabilitation codes, and fire prevention codes under one 

9 state agency. 

10 b. Whether there is a need for a state housing code and 

11 state 

12 c. 

housing 

Whether 

code administration. 

there is a need for the state to mandate 

13 specific housing code enforcement procedures by cities. 

14 d. Whether cities with a population of less than fifteen 

15 thousand should be required to adopt housing codes. 

16 e. Consideration of the need for statutory guidelines 

17 regarding nuisance abatement procedures by cities as applied 

18 to housing which constitutes a nuisance, including procedures 

19 for the demolition of condemned buildings. 

20 f. The most desirable state role in the areas of housing, 

21 building, rehabilitation and fire prevention codes, balancing 

22 the state's concerns against the concept of home rule for 

23 cities. 

24 4. The subcommittee shall present its conclusions and 

25 recommendations, in the form of a final report with necessary 

26 bill drafts, to the legislative council upon its request and 

27 to the general assembly which convenes in January, 1981. 

28 Sec. 3. Chapter four hundred thirteen (413), Code 1979, 

29 is repealed effective January 1, 1981. 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-3-
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SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 2536 

H-6118 

1 A~e~d P.o~se File 2536, as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 5, by inserting after t~\e word 
ij "ordi:1ance" t:Je words lithe latest version of··.· 
5 2. Pase 1, ~y striking lines 11 and 12 a~d in-
6 serting in lie~ thereof the following: 
7 "c. The b~sic housing code promulgated by the 
B building officials conferencc of America." 
9 J. Page 1, line 31, by inserting after t~e word 

10 "which" the words I'shall include a progra~ for reg~lar 
11 rental ins,x:ctions, relltal inspections u;:>on receipt 
12 of complaints, and certification of inspected rental 
13 ho~sing, and". 
14 U. Page 1, by striking lines 33 and 34, paragraph 
i 5 a. 
16 5. By relettering the re~.aining parag!"ap!ls of 
17 subsection 3. 

6. Page 2, by inserting after line 18, the 
following new lottered paragraph: 

Iii. Authority by ordi~ancc to provide tilat no 
21 rent shall be recoverable ~y the ow~cr or lessee of 

any dwelling w~ich (1oes not co~pli witll the housi~g 
code adopted by the city ~n~il suc~ time as t:1C 

2~ (:\,/cJ linq does co:;;?ly wit;) the housin~1 code adopted 
by the city .... 

18 
1 9 
2Cl 

22 
23 

2S 
26 7. Page 2, li~e 29, by i~serting be~o~c t~e wo~d 
27 lhousi;1g" ~h€ ".,ore lI:-1'Jdel

H
• 

23 8. ?aqe 2, line 32, by qtriking tile word "s~all" 
21 and inserting in lieu thereof t~e word ··~ay". 

H-6l18 FILED APRIL 16, 1980 RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
f/L~ . . -< ............ ~-vt.........\ ~/ /"'<;' ( ~ . ...... 

H-6252 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
1 1 

H-6252 
£~ 

HOUSE FILE 2536 

Amend H-6118 th S 
2536, as fOllow~. e enate amendment to House File 

. 1. Page 1, b~ striking'" 
~nserting in lieu th _ + .dnes 13 through 20 and 
and authority by 0 d':'ICO, the follol-ling: "housing 

2. p r 1~ance to provide th t II ' 

" age 1, by str1king I" 2 .a no. 
11eu thereof the fOllowin . ~~; 5 and lnserting in 

4. Page 1, by strikin"gg'l" by the city, and". 
a. 1nes 33 and 34 , paragraph 

5. By relettering th 
subsection 3." e remaining paragraphs of 

1980 By RAPP of Black Hawk 
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SENATE 6 
APRIL 15, 1980 

HOUSE FILE 2536 
5-5729 
1 Amend Senate amendment, 5-5720, to House File 2536, 
2 as amended, passed and reprinted by the House, as 
3 follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by striking lines 4 and 5 and inserting 
5 in lieu thereof the following: _ 
6 "8. A city of any size which has not adopted a 
7 housing code relating to the installation and 
8 maintenance of smoke detectors is subject to and shall 
9 be considered to have adopted the following provisions 

10 relating to smoke detectors: 
11 a. For the purpose of the issuance of a policy 
12 of fire insurance, construction of apartment buildings 
13 with more than four units, hotels, motels and rooming 
14 houses begun after December 31, 1980 shall includ~ 
15 the installation of at least one smoke detector per 
16 apartment, per hotel or motel unit and per rooming 
17 house bedroom. All smoke detectors shall display 
18 either an underwriters laboratory or a factory mutual 
19 label. All a~artment buildings with more than four 
20 units, hotels, motels and rooming houses, existing 
21 on January 1, 1981, shall comply with the installation 
22 requirements of this paragraph by January 1, 198~. 
23 b. After December 31, 1980 an insur·ance company 
24 shall not issue an initial policy of fire insurance 
25 for an apartment building with more than four units, 
26 a hotel, motel, or rooming house, the construction 
27 of which is begun after December 31, 1980, unless 
28 the insurance company, upon inspection, determines 
29 that the requirements of paragraph a of this subsection 
30 ~re met. After December 31, 1983 an insurance company 
31 sllall not issue a renewal policy of fire insurance 
32 for any apartment building with more th~n four units, 
33 o:c' any hotel, n:ot.:=l, or rooming house, that was 
34 const::ucted before January 1, 1981, unless the 
35 insurai:ce company, upon inspecticn, Cietel-mines that 
36 the requirements of paragraph a of this subsection 
37 are met. If the installation require~ents are met 
38 and <'n insurance co;n;:oany provides insurance coverage 
39 for an apartment building, the insured shall only 
40 be requiled to inspect all smoke detectors as in place 
41 and oper·'.ble wh",n tenants vacate a unit of occupancy. 
42 If an apartment tenant or rooming house roomer finds 
43 that a smoke detecto~ is inoperable the insured or 
44 the insured'a dRsignee shall correct the situation 
45 within fourteen days after written notification by 
'46 t.he tenant or roome.:." to the_ l.io.sured or the insured's 
47 des ignee. " 
5-5729 FILED BY RIQlARD o::Mrro 



5-5749 

1 Amend Senate amendment, S-5720, to House File 2536, 
2 as amended, passed and reprinted by the House, as 
3 follo,."s: 
4 1. Page 1, by striking lines 4 and 5 and inserting 
5 in lieu thereof the =ollowinq: 
6 .. 8. l\ city of any size which does not have ·a 
7 housing code provisi~n relating to the installation 
8 and m3intenance of smoke detectors is sllbject to and 
9 shall be considered to have adopted the tollowing 

10 provision relating to smoke detectors: 
11 B. Before a fin<!ncial institution makes or renews 
12 a loan Gccured by a mortgage on real estate the 
13 ?roceed~ of which wcre to be used for the purpose 
14 of acquiring or improving real property in the form 
15 of an a~artment building with more than [our units, 
16 a hotel or motel, the mortgagor shall certify to the 
17 financial institution that at least one smoke detector 
18 per apartment, hotel or motel unit is or vlill be 
19 installed and operable. All smoke detectors shall 
20 display either an underwriters laboratory or a factory 
21 mutual label. 
22 b. Th~ owner of such real property or the owner's 
23 designee shall inspect all smoke detectors as in place 
24 and ope.::able .. ;hen a tenant V<lcc:tes a unit of occupancy. 
25 If a tenant finds that a smoke detector is inoperable 
26 the OViner or the owner's designee sha 11 correct the 
27 situation within fourteen days after written 
28 notific<\tion by the tenant to the owner or the owner's 
29 designee." 

S-5749 FILED BY RICHARD COMITO 
APRIL 16, 1980 • 
RULED .. OUT, OF Oi<nF.'R .(.f ./i-,.. ~;.:, / 

S-5750 HOUSE FILl;: 2~j§ 

1 A::H=nd liouse 1-'1 J e 253(i as ar.lended. passpd and 
2 rC'j)rintPd by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 2. b,' inserting aftpr linp 3() the 
4 i'ulle·.'.ini;· 
5 "8. l\o rent shall be r0(:()v<o-rabl e by the OIl'I1Pr' 

6 0: 1 c':;sce of any dwellj ng which doC's not comp] y wi th 
7 t:lC· );.~USJ)]g code adc,pt0d by rhf' <:-.it" untiJ Silch f ime 

8 a,,; the owe] J j ng does COP.lply wi th the hou.',j ng (:ode 
9 " d () i' t PO by the cit Y . " . 

S-S750 F'IL!:D 
JIPRIL 16, 1980 

.. RULED_OUT .. OF ORDER 

S-5753 

BY TQ1.! SLl'.'!'E:X 

HOUSE FILE 2536 

1 ADend I!ouse File 2536 as amended, passed and re-
2 printed by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by inser.ting after line 18, ~he following 
4 ne~ lettered paragraph: 
5 . "i. Authority by onlinance to provide that no rent 
6 sl.all be recoverable by the owner or lessee of any 
7 dwelling which does not comply with the housing code 
8 adopted by the city until such time as the dwelling 
9 does comply with the housing code adopted by the city .•.. 

S~S753 FILED BY GARY L. BAUGHER 
APRIL 16, 1980 DICK RAMSEY 
ADOPTED :',!) ,.5"'",,:: 

• 

• 

• 
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HOUSE FILE 2536 
$-5720 

1 Amend House File 2536 as amended, passed and re-. 
printed by the House as follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 

1. Page 2, by inserting after line 30, the following: 
"8. A city of any size shall adopt a housing code 

relating to smoke detector systems in rental housing." 



5-5636 
1 

HOUSE FILE 2536 

2 
Amend House File 2536, as amended, passed and 

reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 31, by inserting after the word 
4 "which" the words "shall include a program for regular 
5 rental inspections, rental inspections upon receipt 
6 of complaints, and certification of inspected rental 

housing, and". 7 
8 2. Page 1, by striking lines 33 and 34, paragraph 
9 a. 

10 3. By relettering the remaining paragraphs of 
subSection 3. 11 

12 4. Page 2, line 29, by inserting before the word 
13 "hOUsing" the word "model". 

S-5636 FILED 
APRIL 2, 1980 , 
tr r:L-F:t:..~" ~ //1· (~, 11.o'~;J 

. ~ ~ 

BY COMMITTEE ON CITIES 
DAVID READINGER, CHAIRPERSON 

HOUSE FILE 2536 S-5672 
1 Amend House File 2536 as amended, passed and re­

printed by the House as follows: 2 
3 
4 

1. Page 2, line 32, by striking the word .shall" 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word "may" .. 

S-5672 FILED 
.1,PRIL 8, 1980 
u.d~<~ ,t/I (. (-j> /<f9~) 

• J . 

S-5709 

By RAY TAYLOR 
CALVIN O. HULTMAN 

HOUSE FILE 2536 

1 Amend House File 2536, as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House, as fOllows: 
3 1. page 1, line 5, by inserting after the ~lord 
4 "ordinance" the words "the lot.est version of". 
5 2. Page 1, by striking lines 11 Dnd 12 and in-
6 serting in lieu thereof the following: 
7 "c. Tbe basic hou::;ing code promulgated by tbe 
8 building officials conference of Alnerica." 

5-5709 FILED BY DAVID M. READINGER 
APRIL 10, 1980 
a4~A <///:, Cf' "i'l.<'/ , 

HeuSE FILE 2536 
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1 

Amend the Committee on Cities amendment S-5636 to 
House File 2536 as amended, passed and reprinted by 2 

3 
4 
5 

the House as fallows: _ 

1. Page 1, lines 6 and 7, by striking the words 
"and certification of inspected rental housing,". 

5-5719 FILED 
APRIL 11, 1980 , 

' ! / ifill' </' I ! t ,,..{I-',I 
, I ~<.. I ' " \. : 

BY MTr!UR A. 5<'1;;LL, JR. 
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AN ACT 

RK:.A-r:NG ~ro HOUSING IN CITIES, BY Rl':QttlRINC CITIES TO ESTAB­

LISH i\ HOUS-ING <:O:)E OR nr: SUBJECT TO THE lINH"OR.'1 HOUSING 

CO!.>~, ESTABLISHING AN nn'ERIM CO:-!M1'I'I'KF: TO STUDY }lOUSING 

(",,{)DES AND REl.l'lTED AREAS, REPEALING THE STATE HOUSING LAW 

AND Al1THOR1ZI~::; l:'ENALTtl-:S. 

BE IT ENACTED BY 'rfIE m::'"ERAL }o.sser-mLY or '!HE STATE or IOWA: 

S~ctlon 1. Chaptet' t.hree hur.dred sixty-four (364). Code 

19°J9. if! a.mended by addlng the following nE: .... t>ect.ion: 

NE~SBCt]OlL CITY HOUSING CODES. 

1. ;.. city with a populati.on of fifteen thousand or Ir:ore 

nay adopt by ordinance the latesl version of one of tlle 

followinq hou61nq code~ before January 1, 1981: 

a. The \ln~fOr'i housinq code pl"omulqated by the 

international confer~nce of building officials. 

b. The housing code promulqated by the American public 

haaltll association. 

c. The bauic houGinq code prorr.ulgated by t.he building 

officials conference of lunerica. 

d. 'rhe standard housing code pro:":lulgated by the southern 

building code congress internat.ional. 

e. Bousinq qual~ty st.andards pro:nulgated by the United 

St<ltes depal'went of housing and urban developmttnt for use 

1n d&Sisted hous.ing progr&rl~. 

A City ."hich h,lS adopted a hou~inq code listed in this 

section before Janu<H'y 1. 1981, is no longer subject to chaptet" 

folJ.~: hUndred thirteetl (11). of the Codlt!. 

2. Every (;it.y wi.tl: a populatior. of fifteen thousand Ot" 

more \"~llch loaf> not ~dopted a.noUler housing code under this 

sectlon by Janua:'y :, I<)Bl. is !1\!l'!)ect to and shall be con-

51det'ed ":0 have <l:!opt.~d t~\e unl fo!"m housing code promulqat.e.d 

by t.he llltet'ndtlon4~ =on:e.l·cn:-:e of building off.iciaI5, a!l 

e 
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cll";'lended to Janllary t, 19'80. A city which reaches a population 

of fifteen thousand, <lS detet"mined after the effect.ive daLe 

of t.hu:. Act,. has six ~ont.hs after such dct~rmination Lo comply 

with this section. 

3. A cit.y whl(;h .ldopts or: is Gl1bject to <1 housing code 

undor thi.!i se<.:tion shall adopt enfOl'cement procedures, which 

!lhall i.nclude a progl·am for t'eCJul~"\r t'ent.i\l inspections, rental 

inspections upon recelpt of co:nplaints. and c(Htification 

of in:.opected rent~l housing, and may include but lu'e not 

limited t.o t.h(; t'0110win9: 

11.. A schedule of civil p'.::lw.lties or criminal fines for 

violations. 

b. A\.thol'ity fot' t.he iSliouance of ol'ders t'equit"inq viola­

tions to be cot'l·ected within a reasonable time. 

c. AuUlOrity 1'01" tile issuance o[ citations pursuant to 

sections eight hundred flve point one (805.1) thl·ough eiqht 

hundred five point five (805" 5) of tIle Code upon a felilure 

to satisfact.orily l'emedy a violation. 

d. Authority. if other met.hodu ha.ve failed. for an offi­

cer to cont.ract to havo work done as nccefl5ary to remedy a 

violation, the cost. of which shall be asc.essed to Ule viola­

tor and const.itute ~ lien on the property until paid. 

e. An escro .... systntn for the deposi t of rent which wi 11 

be applied to the costs of correcting violations. 

f. Mt!diat.ion of disputes based upon alleged violations. 

g. Injunct.ive pt'ocedures. 

The ant'ol·cerncnt pt"ocedures shall be deSigned to lmprove 

housing conditionu l'athet" t.han t.o displace persons frol"O their 

homes. 

h. AuUwt'ity by ol·dinance to provide that no nmt shall 

be recoverable by the owner or lessee of any dwelling which 

dOE:1i not comply with the houning code adopted by t.he Clty 

until floch t.ll1le as tht: dwelling does comply .... ith the housinq 

code adopt.ed by t.he ci ty. 

4. /\ city which is subject to the unit'ol'ln housing code 

OJ: which adopt!; elnoth~t' nOUSll1(} code under Uns section may 

% :n 
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p::~v~de reasonable v~H'iance" for Cxist.l,ng st.ntctures which 

cannot. pracLicably meet the 6tanciards i,n the code but. are 

not unsafe for halntat.ion. 

~). Citi.es Clay est.ablish reatJonllble fees fOl' inspection 

Zlnd enfol·ce.ment procedures. 

6. Ci.ties wit.h populat.ionf, of IC6s than fift.een thousand 

nay conply wit.h t.hi~ section. 

7. A ci,t.y may adopt hOusinq code provision!.\ which are 

more stringent t.ll11n those ill the model hou!'anq code it. ,ldopt.s 

or: to which it is .. ubject. under this section. 

Sec. 2. 

1. The legislative council IMy establiRh a ,joint sub­

colTltllittee of t.he sen.lte dnd house standinq cOJn.r:lit.tees on 

cit.ies to study subject.s related to city and state hour.ing 

codes during t.hc 19aO interir. ... 

2. The jOlnt. subco~ittee shall be composE:d of five mem­

bers fl.'o:n ea.ch house, flO more than three from each house to 

be fro:n tho 611rae part.y. 

3. The subcorr.mit.tee'!J study shall include, but need not 

he limited to the following subjectG: 

iI. POGsible reorqanit.dtion of state govel'OClent to providE: 

for: administ.ration 01 housing codeG, building codes includinq 

rchwilit.Jlt.ion codes, and fire prevention codes under one 

Bt.ate agency. 

b. Whetller t.here is a need fot a state housing code and 

state housing code acirnini.stratlon. 

c. Whether there is a need for the 6tate to mandate 

speci fie housing code enforcement procedures by ci ties. 

d. W'hetllel" cities wlth a population of less t.han fifteen 

thotl!;dnd should be required to adopt hOllsing codes. 

e. Consideration of the nced for sta.tutory quidelinoB 

reg.'lrdi,ng nui6ance a.batement procedures b~' cities as applied 

t.o hOIlGi.nCJ ""hich conr.tltutes a nui.!;ance, lncluding procedures 

for thc demolition of condemned buildin9s. 

f. The most desirable state rolE: i,n Lho at'eAS of housing, 

building, rehabilitation and fire prevcntlon codes, balancing 

• 
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the ::.tat.c's concerns aqainst the concept. of ho:ne rule lor 

CltlOf;. 

4. The suhcorr ... 'TIittee shall present. its conclusions and 

recomnlendations, 1n t.ho forra of a flnal report. wit.l\ necessary 

bill draft.s, to the lE:gislativA council upon its 2,"cquest. and 

to the qeneral asse:nbly which convenes in January, 19B1. 

Sec. 3. Chapter four hundred thirt.een (41]), Code 1979, 

11i repealed effective January 1, 19B1. 

-----------
WILLIAM H. HARBOR 

Speaker of Lhe House 

TERRY E. BRANS7AD 

President. of the Senate 

I hereby certify that. t.his bill ori9inated in the Hour.e and 

is kno·.."f) as HOllse File 2536, sixty-eighth General Assemblj'. 

Approved -~L?d 
-------
ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

BRUCE GRAHAM 

Assistant Chief Clerk of the House 
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