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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to add to chapter two hundred thirty-seven A (237A) 

2 of the Code, relating to child day care facilities, a 

3 defini tion of the term "preschool" and to establish 

4 special criteria for certain rules of the department 

5 of social services which govern child care facilities 

6 that are preschool. 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F . .).5..3.3 

1 Section 1. Section two hundred thirty-seven A point one 

2 (237A.l), Code 1979, is amended by adding the following new 

3 subsection: 

4 NEW SUBSECTION. "Preschool" means a child day care facility 

5 which provides to children ages three through five, for periods 

6 of time not exceeding three hours per day, programs designed 

7 to help the children to develop intellectual skills, social 

8 skills and motor skills, and to extend their interest and 

9 understanding of the world about them. 

10 Sec. 2. Section two hundred thirty-seven A point twelve 

11 (237A.12), subsection one (1), Code 1979, is amended to read 

12 as follows: 

13 1. The number and qualifications of personnel necessary 

14 to assure the health, safety, and welfare of children in the 

15 facilities. Rules for facilities which are preschools shall 

16 be drawn so that any staff-to-children ratios which relate 

17 to the age of the children enrolled shall be based on the 

18 age of the majority of the children served by a particular 

19 class rather than on the age of the youngest child served, 

20 so long as the facility enrolls no children who are less than 

21 three years of age. 

22 EXPLANATION 

23 Preschool facilities in Iowa which are licensed and 

24 regulated under the child day care facility law have 

25 encountered difficulty with some rules adopted by the 

26 department of social services under that law. Preschools 

27 primarily serve four and five-year-olds, although on occaSlon 

28 they may enroll a three-year-old. Under the present rules, 

29 the enrolling of a single three-year-old may cause a change 

30 in the applicable staff-to-child ratio that significantly 

31 affects the operation of the preschool. 

32 Therefore, this bill defines a facility which is to be 

33 considered a preschool and requires that any staff-to-child 

34 rules governing such a facility be based on the age of the 

35 majority of the Children served rather than the age of the 
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1 youngest child, so long as no child under three years old 
2 is enrolled. The bill would become law July first following 
3 enactment. 
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HOUSE FILE 2533 
H-5633 

1 Amend House File 2533 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 21 the 
3 fol.lowing: 
4 ·Sec. 3. Chapter two hundred thirty-seven A (237A), 
5 Code 1979, is amended by adding the following new 
6 section: 
7 NEW SECTION. EXEMPTION. A nonprofit organization 
8 which operates a child care center Or a famil.y day 
9 eare home and which does not receive funds appropriated 

10 to the department and allocated under this chapter 
11 is not subject to the licensing requirements of this 
12 chapter, but may voluntarily apply to the department 
13 for licensing or registration under this Chapter.· 

SHALLEY of Polk 

HOUSE FILE 2533 
5-5544 
1 Amend House File 2533 as passed by the House as 

follows: 2 
3 
4 
5 

1. Page 1, lines 19, 20 and 21, by striking the 
words ", so long as the facility enrallF no children 
who are less than three years af aqe" .. 

5-5544 FILED BY COMMITTEE ON HUHAN RESOURCES 
JULIA B. GENTLEMAN, CHAIRPERSON HARCH 27, 1980 

U"c--L,~6~.d V/f (f /~:1 t) 9" 
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SENATE AHENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 2533 

H-5968 

1 Amend House Fil 2533 follows: e as passed by the House as 2 
3 
4 
5 

. 1 •• page 1, lines 19, 20 and 21, by striking the 
words ,so long as the facility enrolls no children 
who are less than three years of age". 

11-5968 FILED APRIL 10, 1980 ~CEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
i-~"~ .... <- --<~-0-<:,v-A./~ ..... ..J: "'/,;;::.- (j> / .. :.:./- .... 
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HOUS!-: FIl.l! 2~33 

AN ACT 

TO ADD 'ro CHAPTER n .. o HUNDRED 7HIRTY-SEVfo:N A p:nA) OF TIrE 

cem;, RELATING TO CHILD DAY CARE FACILITIES. A m:YINIl'WN 

Of' TIiE TERM "PPJ::SCflOOL" AND TO ESTABLI SH SPEC J AI. CH.LTKkI A 

FOR CERTAIN RULJ::S OF THE OEl'ARTMENT OF SOCI"L Sf.:IWICES 

WHICH COVKIW' <... ... IIU) ChRf-; FACILll"lES 'rllA'! ARE PRESCHOOL. 

81:: 11 ENAC11::t> HY 11fl:: GRNERAt. AS$I-(r-mLY OF THE STATE 01'" IOWA: 

Sect-ion 1. Sectlon tl.lO hundred thl rty-se\'~n A point one 

(237A.l), Code 1<}79, is amended by adding t.h~ 1'ollo .... lng nc ... · 

aub&ect.l0n: 

NEW SUBSI5.-;.Tl.O~. "Pl"(~Rchool" means a child d.1Y care facillty 

which provides to children agen tht:ee through flve, [Ol.' pel'iodb 

of limp. not e)(.ceedirl'} Ull'ee hout's pet" day, programs de!;igned 

to help the children to dovclop int.ellectual skills. soc.:ial 

skills and motor skills, and to ext~nd their int~l'est and 

unden:;tanding of the .... orld about t.hem. 

Sec. 2. 5ectl,on t .... o hundred t.hirtY~Geven A paint t .... elve 

(2371\.12), subsecti.on one (IL Code 19'/9, is dtnended to rp.ad 

as follo .... s: 

1. The number and qualific.:l!.tions of )H~n,onnel neC~G!J,HY 

to ttS!;'\lt'e the healt.h, safety, and .... elfare of children in the 

facilities Rul~~ .. ,~'!.!.., fact laies which are pI·e,~chooh nh,!l ~ 

~_dr(l:_~ e.o,_.that. any st.aff-to-children rat.ios .... hic_h .. ;-~!...'!t.e 

- -
Hou~e file 25J3. P. 2 

to th_~ .. ,<!.9.LC!t. the child)"!::n.cnrollp;.~, .. ~!l~~~_,l?~;;ed on.JJ~o:: 

'lg~..t.h9, ma jO~·l.t.Y. of th~ c.h .. ~ldrcn l:.et:v~~_.~....:L..1!.....E~r .. t.:ic.u.!...a_~· 

£.~~.~s, nl\'.het:. t..t.lan on,.t~~, .. ~qC of _~!~."you.ngesL child uerv.~..5L. 

WILLIAM H HARBOR 

Speakc1 of the Bouse 

TERRY E. BRANSTAI) 

Pt·~sldent of the Senate 

I heroby ccrt.lfy thilt till!. blll ()riginat~d in the House ,md 

is k.nown d$ UOUS(\! Pile 2!l33. Sl,xty-eighth General A:..:!>enbly. 

Approved 22Zy(l 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Govct'nor 

BRUCE GRAHAM 

Assistant Chief Clerk of the House 
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