
• 

• 

MAR 7 1980 

PIaoB 01 Cal endar 

HOUSE FILE -'~/' 

By COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

(Formerly House File 2191) 

Passed House, Date.5_/;T_ ;,:-" (,., '1-7<7) Passed Senate, Date _______ _ 

Vote: Ayes __ ....... :1'..:.7 __ Na YS-_-,=,3~_ Vote: Ayes ________ _ Nays ____ _ 
Approved ________________________ __ 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the determination of the parent and child 

relationship and the obligations of parents to their 
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S.F. __ H.F • .2511. 

1 Section]. section six hundred seventy-five point twenty-

2 five (675.25), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

3 675.25 FORM OF JUDGMENT. The judgment shall be for annual 

4 amounts, equal or varying, having regard to the obligation 

5 of .the father under section 675.1, as the court directs, until 

6 the child reaches the age of S~H~eft eighteen years or the 

1 a~ directed in the court decree. The payments may be required 

a-to be made 

9 Sec. 2. 

at such periods or intervals as the court directs. 

Chapter six hundred seventy-five (675), Code 1979, 

10 is amended by adding sections three (3) through five (5) of 

11 this Act. 

12 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. CUSTODY AND VISITATION. 

13 of a child born out of wedlock and not legitimized 

The mother 

or adopted 

14 has sole custody of the child unless the court orders 

15 otherwise. If a judgment of paternity is entered, the father 

16 may petition for rights of visitation or custody in an equity 

17 proceeding separate from any action to establish paternity. 

18 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. BLOOD TESTS. In any proceeding 

19 to establish paternity in law or in equity the court may on 

20 its own motion, and upon request of a party shall, require 

21 the child, mother, and alleged father to submit to blood 

22 tests. If a blood test is required, the court shall direct 

23 that inherited characteristics, including but not limited 

24 to blood types, be determined by appropriate testing 

25 procedures, and shall appoint an expert qualified as an 

26 examiner of genetic markers to analyze and interpret the 

27 results and to report to the court. Blood test results which 

28 show a statistical probabililty of paternity are admissible 

29 and shall be weighed along with other evidence of the alleged 

30 father's paternity. If the results of blood tests or the 

31 expert's analysis of inherited characteristics is disputed, 

32 the court, upon reasonable request of a party, shall order 

33 that an additional test be made by the same laboratory or 

34 an independent laboratory at the expense of the party 

35 requesting additional testing. Constructive evidence of the 
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1 chain of custody of the blood specimens is sufficient and 
2 any challenge to the testing procedures or the results of 

3 blood analysis shall be made before trial or the expert's 
4 report shall be admissible without objection. All costs shall 

5 be paid by the parties in proportions and at times determined 

6 by the court . 
. 7 Sec. 5. This Act takes effect January first following 

8 its enactment. 
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EXPLANATION 
This bill raises from sixteen to eighteen the age to which 

persons adjudged fathers of a child pursuant to a paternity 
action must pay support to the child. It also provides that 

the mother of a child born out of wedlock and not legitimized 
or adopted has sole custody of the child unless the court 
orders otherwise, however if a judgment of paternity is 

entered, the father may petition for visitation rights. The 

bill provides that the court in a paternity action may on 
its own motion, or upon the request of a party shall, require 
the child, mother and alleged father to submit to blood tests. 
Blood test results showing a statistical probability of 
paternity are admissible as evidence in the case. 
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FISCAL NOTE 
House File 2516 

Requested by Representative Shimanek 
February 15, 1980 

In co~pliance with a written request there is hereby submitted 
a Fiscal Note for H. F. 2516 pursuant to Joint Rule 16. 

H.F. 2516, An Act relating to the determination of the parent ana 
child relationship and the obligations of parents to their children. 

This bill raises from 16 to 18 the age to which persons adjudged 
rattlers of a child pursuant to a paternity action !T'ust pay support 
to a child. iUso, the bill provides that the court in a paternity 
actlon 1I;3y, or upor. the request of a party shall, require the child, 
mother and alleged father to submit to blood tests. Blood test 
results showing il statistical probability of paternity are adrr,issible 
as cvider:ce in the case. 

Th.e bill ~Iould effect child support I"ecovery payments in t'-IO ,,'ays, 
(1) by extending the obligatlon from age 16 to 18;(2) by requirlng the 
child, mother and alleged father to submit to blood tests which would 
be admissible as evidence. 

The fiscal effect I-IOU 1 d be as fo 11 Oh'5: 
FY 181 FY '82 FY '83 FY '84 FY '85 --- .,---- --- ---

Federa I S 125,000 311,000 311 ,000 52,000 52,000 
State 130,000 326,000 326,000 54,000 54,000 
COL!nty 45,000 .l)}AOO ll}.!.,OOO .J~_,~')OO _1.9,000 

Toti.l! S 300.0GO - .,./--- 750,0~O 750,0'J_O 12::,000 l?S,OCO 
--=-=---.:....:.=..:. :;-=-:-;:----=-= 

It should be noted that the Act takes effect January 1 foilOhlng its 
enac tment. 

Source: Department of Social Services 

FILED MARCH 18, 1980 BY GERRY D. R~~KIN 

Legislative Fiscal Bureau 
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_;~-5509 
1 Amend House File 2516 as follows: 

HOUSE FILE 2516 
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1. Page 2, by striking lines 7 and 8 and inserting 
in lieu thereof the following: 

"Sec. 5. Section two hundred fifty-two B point 
five (252B.5), Code 1979, is amended by adding the 
following new subsection: 

NS'·} SUBSECTION. Assistance to set off against 
a debtor's income tax refund any debt assigned to 
the depart~ent of social services which has accrued 
·through 'hri tten contract, subrogation, or court 
judgmerlt. and which is in the form of a liquidated 
sum due and owing for the care, support or maintenance 
of a child. The aepartment of social services shall 
promulg~te rules pursuant to chapter seventeen A (17A) 
of the Code necessary to assist the department of 
revenue in the implementation of the child-support 
setoff as established under section t\.;o (2) of this 
Act. 

Sec. 6. Section four hundred twenty-one point 
sevent.een (421.17), Code 1979, is amended by adding 
the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. To establish and maintain a 
proc"cdure to set off against a debtor's income tax 
refund any debt assigned to the department of social 
services which has accrued through written contract, 
subrogation, or court judgmeut and 'hhich is in the 
form of a I iqu.:i.dated sum due and owing for the care, 
support or maintenance of a child. The procedure 
shall meet the folloHing conditions: 

a. Before setoff all outstanding tax liabilities 
collectible by the department of rf~venue shall be 
sa·tisfied exce'.:lt that no portion of a refund shall 
be credited against any tux liabilities which are 
not yet due. 

b. Before setoff the child support recovery unit 
established pursuant to section tHO hU:ldred fifty-
two B point two (252B.2) of the Code shall obtain 
and forward to the department of revenue the full 
name and social security number of the debt.or. The 
department of revenue shall cooperate in the exchange 
of relevi.lnt: informlltion \.;i th the chi Id support recovery 
unit as provided in section tHO hundred fifty-two 
B point nine (252B.9) of the Code. 

- c. The child support recovery unit shall, at least 
annuallv, submit to the department of revenue for 
setoff the "bove-mentioned debts, which are at least 
fifty dollars, on a date or dates to be specified 
by the department of social services by rule. 

d. Upon submission of a claim the department of 
revenue shall notify the child support recovery unit 
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)-5509 
?age Two 

1 whether the debtor is entitled to ~ refund of at least 
2 fifty dollars and if so entitled shall notify the 
3 unit of the amo~nt of the refund and of the debtor's 
~ address on the income tax return. 
S e. Upon notice of entitlement to a refund the 
o child suppo~t recovery unit shall send writ~en 
7 nc~iiication to the debtor, and a copy of the notice 
8 to t.he <iepCl~tme!1t of revenue, of the uni t' s asserticn 
9 of r~~):·ts to all or a po::.-tion of the debtcr 1 s refurld 

.... 'oJ a::G. ~_h'2 cnti tlernent to recover the debt -'chrot.i.gh t:.hc 
l~ S2tO~~ p~aced~!re, the b~sis of the assGrtion, the 

.... 2 o::.:;?orl.:.u~\i -:y to request thCl.t <l joint inCOiTlC J("~~x refl~nd 
_._ b2 divided betwes~ spouses, the debtor's opportunity 
.~.L..: 'co g:: V€! wri t.L~!'; ~10::ice of int.e:!L. t.:) COl"::L::s-t 'the claim~ 
~.S C:-,l~:d tl~e ':act :.~~':: failure to cor:tes'c the clGi:!1 by 
2.5 '.-!::-i-::ten app~.ici:~"tior.. for a !lear.i!~g 'Hill result in a 
:.. 7 waive=- of tj,e oppor'cuni ty to COYltest tr.e clilim, causing 
18 fin~l setoff by defa~lt. The child support recove~y 
19 unit. "hall upor: application grant a. hearing pUrS;la:lt: 
20 to chapter seventeen A (17A) of the Code. Any appeal 
2::" tci.k(~n fro~ thE:: decision of a hea:rir..g officer il!1d any 
22 subsequent appeals shall be taken pursuant to chapter 
23 seventeen A (17A) of the Code. 
24 f. Upon the "timely request of a debtor or a 
25 debtor'" spouse to the child support recovery unit 
26 and 1.1pOn receipt of the full name and social security 
27 nurnl>cr of the debtor's spouse, the uni t shall noti fy 
28 the depa!:tmcr!t 0:£ revenue of the request to divide 
29 a joint. incGme t.ax refu:1d. The department of reve:1ue 
3C shall upon z"cccipt of the notice divide a joint i~come 
:n tax refund be::"·Te:en the debtor and the debtor's spouse 
32 i:1 propol·tion t.o each spouse's net income as de·cermined 
33 under section four hundred twenty-two point seven 
34 (422.7) of th~ Code. 
35 g. The department of revenue shall, after notice 
36 has bec!l sent ::'0 the debtor by the child support 
37 recovery unit. set off the above mentioned debt against 
38 the debtor's income tilX refund if both the debt and 
39 the refund ar.e at least fifty collars. The department 
40 Shilll refund any balance of thp. income tax refund 
41 to tte debtor. The department of revenue shall 
42 periodically transfer the amount set off to the child 
43 support recovery unit. If the debtor gives written 
44 notice of intent to contest the claim the department 
45 of social services slwll hold the refund until final 
46 disposition of the contested claim pursuant to chapter 
47 seventeen A (17A) of the Code or by court judgment. 
48 The child support recovery unit shall notify the 
49 debtor in writing upon completion of setoff. 
50 h. Notwithstanding section four hundred twenty-
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1 two point sixteen (422.16), sUbsection nine (9) of 
2 the Code, the payment of interest is not required 
3 if the department of revenue or the department of 
4 social services holds an individual or a joint refund 
5 for the purpose of setoff under this section beyond 
6 the allowed period of time. 
7 Sec. 7. sections one (I) through four (4) of this 
a Act take effect January first following their 
9 enactment. Sections five (5) and six (6) of this 

'-0 Act take effect July first followinq their enactment." 

:0-5509 FILED 
~'lARCH 13, 1980 

I I ~ -,' 'f - , 
7//~~ .,.;../:~. 11 '{/'1 / 

'1-5510 

BY TYRRELL of Iowa 

HOUSE FILE 2516 

• i Amend House File 2516 as follows: 
2 
3 

1. Page 2, by inserting after line 6 the following: 
"Sec. Section two hundred thirty-nine point 

" t\W (239."2); Code 1979, is amended by adding the 
" following ne\" subsection: 

~ ass~~~a~~!S~~T~~~~te~n~~~e~Ot~i~C~!~~~~e~os~a~;egnant 
3 woman by reason of her unborn child, or to any other 
9 person on behalf of an unborn child. This subsection 

~O shall not affect a grant of assistance made on behalf 
,. of a needy child or children to a \-;oman \-'ho is the 
12 mother of or who has custody of those children, but 
'3 the grant shall not be increased by reason of the ; I. pregnancy of that woman at any time before the child 
15 is born." 

2. Title, line 3, by inserting after the \Vord 
'7 "children" the words ", and prohibiting aid to 
is dependent children payments by reason of or on behalf 
19 of an unborn child". 

:1-5510 FILED 
~1ARCH 13, 1980 
~, ~. 
,/~.(....GJ/ .,r . ..« ~ <,?-(/'~w,~ .. 

vi 

• 

BY TYRRELL of Iowa 
. ,DANKER of Pottawattamie 

..,. 7"') 



H-5496 
HOUSE FILE 2516 

1 Amend House File 2516 as follmls: 
2 1. By striking Page 1, line 35 through Page 2, 
3 line 4 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "requesting additional testing. Verified documen-
5 tation of the chain of custody of the blood 
6 specimens is competent evidence to establish the 
7 chain of custody. A verified expert's report shall 
S be admitted at trial unless a challenge to the 
9 testing procedures or the results of blood 

10 analysis has been made before trial. All costs-
11 shall". 

H-5496 FILED 
MARCH 12, 1980 _ 
dcL-tJd 3/,.< (7 7'/:') , -

BY CONLON of MUscatine 
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BE 

HOUSE fILE 

By CO~l}1ITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
AND LA!;' ENF'ORCE~lENT 

(AS Amended and Passed by the HOUSE 

Voce: Ayes. __ ..i.i_I __ Nay s_-c, .. ',/_ 

hct relating to the determiniltion of the parent and c}u.ld 

rl)Jationsi,ip and thE! obligations of pClrents to their 

chj.leren. 

I'L ENACTED BY T!-:E CENF.RAL !\";SEt.\CLY OF THE STA'l'E OF rOVIA: 

House Amendments 



S.F. H.F. :lSJI_ 

'-:.' '-1 Section 1. Section six hundred seventy-five point twenty-

2 five (675.25), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

). -~-.-. 

3 675.25 FORM OF JUDGMENT. The judgment shall be for annual 

4 amounts, equal or varying, having regard to the obligation 

5 of the father under section 675.1, as the court directs, until 

6 the child reaches the age of s±~eeeH eighteen years or the 

7 age directed in the court decree. The payments may be required 

8 to be made at such periods or intervals as the court directs. 

9 Sec. 2. 

10 is amended 

11 this Act. 

Chapter six hundred seventy-five (675), Code 1979, 

by adding sections three (3) through five (5) of 

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. CUSTODY AND VISITATION. The mother 

13 of a child born out of wedlock and not legitimized or adopted 

14 has sole custody of the child unless the court orders 

15 otherwise. If a judgment of paternity is entered, the father 

16 may petition for rights of visitation or custody in an equity 

17 proceeding separate from any action to establish paternity. 

18 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. BLOOD TESTS. In any proceeding 

19 to establish paternity in law or in equity the court may on 

20 its own motion, and upon request of a party shall, require 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

the child, mother, and alleged father to submit to blood 

tests. If a blood test is required, the court shall direct 

that inherited characteristics, including but not limited 

to blood types, be determined by appropriate testing 

procedures, and shall appoint an expert qualified as an 

examiner of genetic markers to analyze and interpret the 

results and to report to the court. Blood test results which 

show a statistical probabililty of paternity are admissible 

and shall be weighed along with other evidence of the alleged 

30 father's paternity. If the results of blood tests or the 

31 expert's analYSis of inherited characteristics is disputed, 

32 the court, upon reasonable request of a party, shall order 

33 that an additional test be made by the same laboratory or 

34 an independent laboratory at the expense of the party 

35 requesting additional testing. Verified documentation of 

-1-



S. F' . __ H.F. ~...s-IL 

1 the chain of custody of the blood specimens is competent 

2 evidence to establish the chain of custody. A verified 

3 expert's report shall be admitted at trial unless a challenge 

4 to the testing procedures or the results of blood analysis 

5 has been made before trial. All costs shall be paid by the 

6 parties in 

7 Sec. 5. 

proportions and at times determined by the court. 

This Act takes effect January first following 

8 its enactment. 
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HOUSE FILE 2516 
S-5630 

1 Amend House File 2516 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 1 through 8. 
4 2. Page 1, line 13, by striking the words "and 
5 not legitimized or" and inserting in lieu thereof 
6 the words "whose paterni'ty has not been acknowledged 
7 and "'ho has not been". 
8 3. Page 1, line 28, by striking the 1V0rd 
9 "probabililty" and inserting in lieu thereof the word 

10 "probability". 
11 4. By correcting section numbers and internal 
12 references as made necessary by this amendment. 
S-5630 FILED BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
APRIL 2, 19BO LUCAS J. DeKOSTER, CHAIRPERSON 

.' , '..,. fJ i," ,~ .::; ~, ) 
,::-!_~.A,.·.<i: .//1) 1,:1" c..' , 

SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 2516 

H-6078 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

Amend House File 2516 as 'amended, passed and 
reprinted by the House, as follows: 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 1 through_B. 
2. Page 1, line 13, by striking the words "and 

not legitimized or" and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words "whose paternity has not been aCknolVledged 
and who has not been". 

3. Page 1, line 28, by striking the word 
"probabililty" and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
"probability". . 

4. By correcting section numbers and lnternal 
references as made necessary by this amendment. 

H-6078 FILED APRIL IS, 1980 
. .:/ /':'- .. ) 
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BOUSE FILt; 251b 

AN ACl' 

RR[.ATING TO THE m:'!ERMINA1'ION or 'l1IE PAREN"I' ANI) CHILD 

RELATIONSIiII' ANl> 11J& OBLIGATIONS O}/ PARENTS TO 'niEIR 

CH1I...DREN. 

BE 11' ENACTI:O BY 'rHr.; GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF nlE STAn; OF IOWA; 

Sect-ion 1. Chapter six hundred seventy-five (6.,5), Code 

1979, i.s amended by addinq fleetions t ..... o (2) and three (3) 

of this Act. 

Sec. 2. NE":I,~ECTION. CU5TOlW AND VISITATION. Tho mot.her 

of a child bot"n out of .... edlock whose paternity has not been 

acknowledged and who has not been adopLed has Soole cusLody 

of the child unless the court ordcrn otltcr"llse. If a judgment 

of paternity is entcl'ed, the (ather may pet.itioll for right.s 

of visitati.on or custody 1n an equity proccedin9 separate 

front .my action to establish paternit.y. 

Sec. 3. NEW Sl=CTLON. BLOOD TESTS. In any pl'oceeding 

to establish paternity in law or in equity t.he court may on 

ita. o ..... n tr.otion. and upon request of il party shall. require 

the child, rnother, and alleged fatl1er to subm.it to blood 

tE:sts. If a blood teul is required, the court sha)l direct. 

that inherited chal·acLc1"i.:lt.1CS, including but not limited 

t.o blood types, be determined by apPl·opriaLe tent.ing 

procedures, and shall appoint an expert qualified as an 

~x.illUin~r of genetic markers to analY7.e and lnterpl'et. t.he 

result:; clnd t.o repot't. to t.he court.. Blood test result!> which 

sho ..... a .. tatist.ical pt'obabllity of pat.ernity an'! admissible 

and shall be wcight:'d along ..... tt.h other evidenCE: of the alleged 

t'at.hp.r'l" paLer:nity. If t.ho resulllO of blood telOt!) or t.he 

e)(pE:rt's andlysi.s of inherited charact.eristics }S disputed, 

the court, upon reaEonablr. l'equcst of i\ party, shall order 

that. dn aoditional t.est ht:' rn,"lde by the !.dCf'.1! laboratol'i' 0t· 

An i,ndcpcndent l"bol'atory ilt the expens(! of the p.1rty 

n~qut~$t.ing addit.l.onal t.esllnq. Verified dOCI1tncnt<ltion ot 

- -
Hous~ File 2~16, P 2 

tht! dwin of custody of t.he bl\)od Sp~Clml!n:,; is corr.pet.cnt. 

evidence to Ct.t,'\blish Ule chain of c.ustody. A vCI:'ifled 

expert.'!; report ~~hall be .1dr.litted at t.r·j"l unl~f;f' <l challenge 

to t.he testing procedllres or the re!>ult.1O of blood ,"lnalysis 

haG been nl<lde be!Ol·e tl·ial. All cOlOlf> sh'lll be paid by the 

pat·tlcs in proportions and ,It tirr.efl d~tct·minod by thl'! COU1't. 

Sec. 4. Thi!.l Act takes effect J"'lIuary fil'!.t follo· .. nng 

ltS t:'nactJ'Tlont. 

WILLIAM Ii. HARBOR 

Speakel of the House 

TBRRY K BRANSTAl) 

President of the Sonate 

I hereby ecrU fy tha t t.hi s bi 11 or i9i n<."lt.ed in the Ifollse and 

is kno\o'n as House File ?!'>l&, Sixty-eighth Gene!'al Assernbly. 

App,oved Z'}~t 17 _ 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Govenlol· 

--_. _. .._---
BRUCE (;RAllAM 

Assistant Chief Cle1'k of the House 

1980 
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