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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to strip searches subsequent to arrest. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Chapter seven hundred two (702), Code 1979, 

2 is amended by adding the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. STRIP SEARCH. "Strip search" means having 

4 a person remove or arrange some or all of his or her clothing 

5 so as to permit an inspection of the genitalia, buttocks, 

6 anus, female breasts or undergarments of that person. 

7 Sec. 2. Chapter eight hundred four (804), Code 1979, is 

8 amended by adding the following new section: 

9 NEW SECTION. STRIP SEARCHES. A person arrested for a 

10 scheduled violation or a simple misdemeanor shall not be 

11 subjected to a strip search unless there is probable cause 

12 to believe the person is concealing a weapon or contraband. 

13 The objective and intensity of the search must be reasonably 

14 related to the offense for which the arrest was made. A strip 

15 search pursuant to this section shall not be conducted except 

16 under all of the following conditions: 

17 1. Written authorization of the superv~sor on duty is 

18 obtained. 

19 2. A search warrant ~s obtained for the visual search 

20 or probing of any body cavity other than the mouth. 

21 3. A visual search or probing of any body cavity other 

22 than the mouth shall be performed under sanitary conditions. 

23 A visual search shall be made by or under the direction of 

24 a physician licensed in Iowa to practice medicine and surgery, 

25 osteopathic medicine and surgery or osteopathy. A physical 

26 probe of a body cavity other than the mouth shall be performed 

27 only by a licensed physician. 

28 4. The search is conducted in a place where it cannot 

29 be observed by persons not conducting the search. 

30 5. The search is conducted by a person of the same sex 

31 as the arrested person, unless conducted by a physician. 

32 Subsequent to a strip search a written report shall be 

33 prepared Which includes the written authorization required 

34 by subsection one (1) of this section, the name of the person 

35 subjected to the search, the names of the persons conducting 

-1-



• 

S.F. H.F. ~"'9S' 

1 the search, the time, date and place of the search and, if 

2 required by subsection two (2) of this section, a copy of 

3 the search warrant authorizing the search. A copy of the 

4 report shall be provided to the person searched. 

5 EXPLANATION 

6 This bill regulates the conduct of strip searches of ar-

7 rested persons. It prohibits a strip search of someone ar-

8 rested for a scheduled violation or a simple misdemeanor un-

9 less there is reasonable caUSe to believe the person is COll-

10 cealing a weapon or contraband. All strip searches would 

11 require the written authorization of the supervisor on duty. 

12 A search warrant is required for the visual search or probing 

13 of any body cavity other than the mouth and must be conducted 

14 under sanitary conditions. A visual search shall be made 

15 by or under the supervision of a licensed physician. A 

16 physical probe of a body cavity other than the mouth shall 

17 be performed only by a licensed physician. A strip search 

18 must be conducted where it cannot be observed by persons 

19 not conducting the search and must be conducted by someone 

20 of the same sex as the arrested person unless conducted by 

21 a physician. A written report must be made concerning any 

22 strip search, a copy of which must be provided to the person 

23 searched. The bill takes effect July first following its 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

enactment. 

-2-

LSB 4281H 68 

ms/rh/8 



I-IARCH 10, 1980 
PAGE SEVEN 

HOUSE FILE 2495 .. 't H-5406 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
1 1 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

Amend House File 2495 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the following 

new sections: 
"Sec. Chapter two hundred eighteen (218), 

Code 1979;-Ts amended by adding the following new 
section: 

NEW SECTION. SEARCHES OF INSTITUTION'S VISITORS. 
Visitors of a penal or correctional institution under 
jurisdiction of the department shall not be stripped 
and searched except if there is probable cause to 
believe a visitor is bringing in or attempting to 
bring in contraband. If there is probable cause to 
believe a visitor is bringing in or attempting to 
bring in contraband, the visitor may submit to be 
stripped and searched, and if no contraband is found, 
the visitor may be allm·;ed visiting privileges. If 
the visitor refuses to be stripped and searched, the 
visitor may be denied visiting privileges. For the 
purposes of this section, comnunity based correctional 
facilities under chapter nine hundred five (905) of 
the Code are penal or correctional institutions under 
jurisdiction of the department. 

Sec. Chapter three hundred fifty-six (356), 
Code 1979;-is amended by adding the following new 
section: 

KEh' SECTION. SEARCHES OF JAIL VISITORS. Visitors 
of a jail shall not be stripped and searched except 
if there is probable cause to believe the visitor 
is bringing in or attempting to bring in contraband. 
If there is probable cause to believe a visitor is 
bringing in or attempting to bring in contraband, 
the visitor may submit to be stripped and searched, 
and if no contraband is found, the visitor may be 
allm.;ed visiting privileges. If the v isi tor refuses 
to be stripped and searched the visitor may be denied 
visiting privileges. 

Sec. Chapter three hundred fifty-six A (356A), 
Code 1979;-is amended by adding the follo,.ing ne", 
section: 

NE\'i SECTION. SEARCHES OF VISITORS. Visitors of 
a facility established and maintained pursuant to 
section three hundred fifty-six A point one (356A.1) 
or three hundred fifty-six A point t",o (356A.2) of 
the Code shall not be stripped and searched, except 
if there is probable cause to believe the visitor 
is bringing in or attempting to bring in contraband. 
If there is probable cause to believe a visitor is 
bringing in or attempting to bring in contraband, 
the visitor may submit to be stripped and searched, 
at if no contraband is found, the visitor may be ..J 



MARCH 10, 1980 
PAGE EIGHT 

H-5406 
Page Two 

1 allowed visiting privileges. If the visitor then 
2 refuses to be stripped and searched the visitor may 
3 be denied visiting privileges." ' 
4 2. By amending section numbers as made necessary 
5 by this amendment. 

H-5406 FILED BY BRANDT of Black Hawk 
MARCH 7, 1980 !. 

,,? L (! .4'-':fV .-..... a...._ ..... ..i/;;:: ~,fJ. J.ke ) 
;1';<-<- .-:; • ...;.....c /' .. I 

HOUSE FILE 2495 
H-5347 

1 Amend House File 2495 as foJ.lo\o]s, 
2 1. Page I, line 29, by adding after the word 
3 "search" the follo'lling: "except as prov ided in paragraph 
4 six (6)". 
5 2. Page 1, by adding after line 31, the follm-ling: 
6 "6. No search may be conducted without the presence 
7 of a person of the same sex as the person being searched, 
8 in addition to the person performing the search. i. 

1-1-5347 FILED 
HARCH 3, 1980 

, / ( 1.2,;;./ 7 
/' j '. .... j ;' .:., .. '-: 7 .A('-<t-f"......::~.<v /- ,." 

BY COREY of Louisa 
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HOUSE FILE 2495 
H-5699 

1 Amend House amendment H-5688 to House File 21195 
2 as fol10.·)5: 

~ 3 1. Page 1, by striking line 10 and inserting in 
4 lieu thereof the following: 
5 "All newly constructed detention facilities designed 
5 for tlliL.in.c.a.r.c.e.ul1:i.Qn 0 f persons", . 

;; 7 2, Page 1, lines 11 and 12, by strikinq the wO.rds ".for 
8 scheduled violations or simple misderr.eanors", 

H-5699 FILED 
t-lARCH 26, 1980 
a ctjhd 3/.:u( ;(. pH ) 

1i-5712 

BY JOHNSON of Linn 

HOUSE FILE 2495 
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Amend amendment H-5347 to House File 2495 as follows: 
1. Page I, by striking line 4 and inserting Ln 

lieu thereof the following: "five (5) ..... 
2. Page I, by striking lines 5 th!"ough 8 and inserting 

in lieu thereof the following: 
"2. Page I, line 30, by inserting after the word 

"persor'." the words ". or in the presence of a person', .... 

:1-5712 FILED 
1·1ARCH 26, 1980 
?l1.<'r :>"/ d d / -,,~3) 

BY CO?JLON of ;·Iuscatine 



HOUSE FILE 2495 
H-5677 
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Amend House File 2495 as 
1. Page 1, lines 21 ar:d 

\.;ords "other than the mouth". 

fa 110\,5 : 
22, by striking the 

H.!.._,,77 FILED BY SPEAR of Lee 
MA?-CH 25, 1980 
u",,~~d .3/~7 (1 ,.",,) 
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HOUSE FILE 2495 
H-5682 
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Amend House File 2495 as follows: 
1. Page 1, line 11, by inserting after the word 

"unless" the words, ",tne, person is to be confined or". 
2. Page 1, line 20, by inserting after the word 

"mouth." the words "However, a search warrant is not 
required if the person is to be, confined." 

3. Page 1, by striking lines 23 through 25 and 
inserting in lieu thereot' the words "A physical". 

BY SPEAR of Lee 

HOUSE FILE 2495 

1 Anend House File 2495 as fol101';s: 
2 , 

( 

• 
1. Page 1, by striking lines 13 and l~ and 

inse=ting i~ lieu thereof the following: ItA strip"~ 
2. Page 1, lines 19 and 20, by striking the 

words "visual search or". 
\. 
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~. Page 1, line 21~ by inserting after the , 
word "physicia:r." the \'!ords "or his or her designee". 

-------!'------..,~.:- Page 2, by inserting after line 4' the 
9 

10 
11 
12 
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14 
15 
16 

following paragraph: 
, "All detention facilities incarcerating perSOns 
arrested for scheduled violations or simple misdemean­
ors shall be eo;uipped I'lith a sepurate area suffici<=nt 
to accomodate persons not subject to strip search 
pursuant to this section. All parsons not subject to 
strip search pursuant to this section shall be detain­
ed in that area." 

BY WELSH of Dubuque 

HOUSE FILE 2495 
H-5689 

1 Amend amendment 1-1-5406 to House File 2495 as 

2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 4 through 22. 

Hi J89 FII,ED BY SPEAR of Lee 
l:j.\RCH 25, 1980 
oj'.!' ~/ ""..,)....,v .307i'(' /;too) ,i .A,a~# -t,.'("""v 7- " 
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HOUSE FILE .). 4 f..r 
By CO~~ITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

(AS Amended and Passed by the House) 

Vote: Ayes ____ ~J~,~! __ Na yE_ .... ,r .... __ _ Vote: Aye s "/'? ----'"---- Nay 8_""0'--__ 

APproved' ___ ~~4n~a~rWM~d~)~/~f~8~1~ __________ ___ 

A -BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to strip searches subsequent to arrest. 
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. ~"f5 

1 Section 1. Chapter seven hundred two (702), Code 1979, 

2 is amended by adding the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. STRIP SEARCH. "Strip search" means having 

4 a person remove or arrange some or all of his or her clothing 

5 so as to permit an inspection of the genitalia, buttocks, 

6 anus, female breasts or undergarments of that person. 

7 Sec. 2. Chapter eight hundred four (804), Code 1979, is 

8 amended by adding the following new section: 

9 NEW SECTION. STRIP SEARCHES. A person arrested for a 

10 scheduled violation or a simple misdemeanor shall not be 

11 subjected to a strip search unless there is probable cause 

12 

13 

14 

15 

to believe the person is concealing a weapon Or contraband. 

The objective and intensity of the search must be reasonably 

related to the offense for which the arrest was made. A strip 

search pursuant to this section shall not be conducted except 

16 under all of the following conditions: 

17 1. Written authorization of the supervisor on duty is 

18 obtained. 

2. A search warrant ~s obtained for the visual search 

20 or probing of any body cavity other than the mouth . 

• 21 3. A visual search or probing of any body cavity shall 

22 be performed under sanitary conditions. A visual search shall 

23 be made by or under the direction of a physician licensed 

24 in Iowa to practice medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine 

25 and surgery or osteopathy. A physical probe of a body cavity 

26 other than the mouth shall be performed only by a licensed 

27 physician. 

_'c._,,f28 4. The search is conducted in a place where it cannot 

29 be observed by persons not conducting the search except as 

30 provided in paragraph six (6). 

31 5. The search is conducted by a person of the same sex 

32 as the arrested person, unless conducted by a physician • 

. ,-t5.:! 33 6. No search may be conducted without the presence of 

34 a person of the same sex as the person being searched, in 

35 addition to the person performing the search. 
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1 Subsequent to a strip search a written report shall be 

2 prepared which includes the written authorization required 

3 by subsection one (l) of this section, the name of the person 

4 subjected to the search, the names of the persons conducting 

5 the search, the time, date and place of the search and, if 

6 required by subsection two (2) of this section, a copy of 

7 the search warrant authorizing the search. A copy of the 

8 report shall be provided to the person searched. 
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HOUSE FILE 2495 
5-5644 

1 Amend House File 2495 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 

r';'; '3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 13 and 14 and 
,) 4 inserting in lieu thereof the words "A strip". 

5 2. Page 1, lines 19 and 20, by striking the words 
iJ 6_"_v.i.s_ua.L~e_a.r_ch or". 
---7 3. Page 1,-line 20, by inserting after the word 

8 "mouth" the words ", ears or nose". 
9 4. Page 1, line 22, by striking the words "visual 

1 0 search" and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
11 "physical probe of a body cavity". 
12 5. Page 1, line 26, by inserting after the t"ord 
13 "mout~the .. words ", ears or nose". 

--'1-7.4- 6. Page 1, line 27, by inserting after the word 
> 15 "physician" the words "unless voluntarily waived in 

16 wri.t..iJ:l~_the __ a.z:rested person". 
----·1~7 7. Page 1, lines 29 and 30, by striking the words 

, 18 and figure "except as provided in paragraph six (6)". 
19 8. Page 1, by striking lines 33 through 35. 

S-5644 FILED BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
APRIL 3,198/0, LUCAS J. DeKOSTER, CHAIRPERSON 
U., ::.Z,,7~_,J,t..~t,,-( ...,.','q', l' :3."'-:':-; 

r: /'1 ? ,1 !.!' -t' ,'; 4'" ) 
.~ ~: '. -:...J :;:("...!;y ..... ~(' i" - ." 

HOUSE FILE 2495 
S-5689 

1 Amend amendment S-5644 to House File 2495 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 2 the following: 
4 " __ • Page 1, line 6, by inserting after the word 
5 "person" the words "or a physical probe of any body 
6 cavity"." 
7 2. Page 1, by striking lines 9 through 11 and 
8 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
9 " . Page 1, by striking lines 22 through 25 

10 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "be performed 
11 under sanitary· conditions. A physical probe of a 
12 body cavity"." 
13 3. By renumbering and correcting internal 
14 references as made necessary by this amendment. 
S-5689 FILED BY BOB RUSH 
APRIL 9, 1980 
ADOPTED (;? .'.311-'/ 

" 



SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 2495 

H-6001 

1 Amend House File 2495 as amended, passed and 
reprinted by the House, as follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
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10 
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12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

.,21 
22 
23 

1. Page 1, line 6, by inserti~g after the word 
"person" the words "or a p~ysical probe of any body 
cavi ty" . 

2. Page 1, by striking lines 13 and 14 and 
inserting in lieu t:,ereof t.'>e words "A strip". 

3. Page 1, lines 19 and 20, by striking the words 
"visual search or". 

4. Page 1, line 2~, by inserting after the word 
"r.\outh" the words fI, ears or nose". 

5. Page 1, by striki~g lines 22 tnrough 25 and 
inserting in lieu t:lereof the words "be performed 
under sanitary conditions. A physical probe of a 
body cavity". 

6. Page 1, line 26,by inserting after the word 
"mouth 11 t~1e words ", ears or nose". 

7. Page 1, line 27, by inserting after the word 
"physician" thc words "unless voluntarily waived in 
writing by the arrested person". 

8. Page 1, lines 29 and 30, by stri!:ing 
and figure "except as ;:>rovided in paragraph 

9. Page 1, by striking lines 33 through 

the Hords 
six (6)". 
35. 

H-6001 FILED APRIL 11, 1980 

HOUSE FILE 2495 

H-6102 

1 Amend the Senate amendment, H-6001, to House File 
2 2495, as amended, passed and reprinted by the House, 
J as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by striking lines 21, 22, and 23. 

H-6102 FILED APRIL 16, 1980 
I 

LOST (;t> /. 'f';< . 

BY SPEAR of Lee 

. / 



HCIJSt: nLl:: 2·1<;:;" 

,\N ACT 

HELATIN(; TO 'S1RIP SEARCHES SUBSEQUF.NT 'J\) ,\RHES'r 

BF. ~'l' FiN;"C'rIiD BY 'nil:: Gl£lJl£IV\i. ASSEM8L)' 8F THF. STATZ: OF 1m;,; 

5e::~.lO~) 1. C'hdptE:l" aeven hundn~d t .... o (702), -::oJe 19','9. 

\~ am~nded by adding t.he follo .... ing ne .... !Jt:~t.lon: 

~Z;;:~ ... Sl':c.;.:rION. 511<.1!' ::>EhRCH ·'Stt.1i' seil[·ch" nH!311!~ haviw~ 

il pt'!l"!;on t·emove 01 ,\rl·ange S60mc or al~ of ."\1,; or ;)P.t Cl;)tjll.nq 

so as to p~1·tlit ill) .inspection of th~ qPIHtal1cL j);.H.tcC'kt;, 

anus, fenale bre.af>t~ Ot· Ilnderqanr,entt\ ()f t:l<t'_ PClS0f) or ,) 

phys i c<d probe 0 f .. r.y lIody C'IV l t y. 

Sec. 2. ·::hdpt.cr eight. hundH~<! (OIl!: (804). Cod~ Fn9. l~ 

cH1endt!d by ,t<idlng t.he fo.lloloo'ing r~e .... st!cll:m: 

1>"&'''' SI::C'r.l.(?N. 5TR 1 P 5RARCilES ;., pen.\)!) ,~1·1." e::-. t~d (01· '" 

:::.cheduled violati.on or a f~lmph' mied~ne<tllo: s~Hdl r.ot ce 

sub:ec:t(,d t.O d $tt"lP S(·dl·ch uniess there IS rr·:)bable ca\jt;p. 

t.o belleve t.hu person is C'oncealHhJ fI .... eapon or c0nt.t"c.bdIllL 

A stl·ip ~wdrc:h punH~ant to t.hls nec:t.ion shal~ not. he C()Odllclcr.i 

except. __ mder all of the ioll.:: ..... inq condit.i,ol\f;; 

1. w1·it.t.en ~Hltr,oru:ation of t.he :iUpC1V!S;.)[ on dut.y is 

ob~aincd. 

2, A sedn:tl ... ·art·ant lS obtalned for the pl·obing of any 

budy cavity other than the rr.outh, ean, or nor-e. 

3. A ViSU.11 ~E:al·ch 01· p[·o~)lnq of -.lny body C,lV)tj' .,r,,111 

v(; pet·fonTied under .c;anit.at·y condlt.lOn~~. A physical p!·Obt: 

of a body caVlt.y oth~[' Ulan the mOllt.h, eal·S 01" nose shall 

be pr:l'for~cd only by a l icellst:d phY!:Hclan unless voh,nl<ll·j ly 

... ·alved 1n wr1t1ng by the arJ'ested person, 

4. Tile sean:h 1S conducted 1n .\ place ... ·here It cannot 

be observed by persons not. conduct.lng the se<~rch. 

S. Thp. search i!; conducted by a. persoll of t.hc same sex. 

as the at·rE:&ted person, unless conducted by <1 physici,ln. 

I 

" 
( 

Hous~ fll~ 2195, I' 

Sllb::;eqllen,'. to d !;'_t'~P :.:>c<:uch ,\ Wl:1U,en n~pot·t: !'ihclJ\ ce­

YrE.·p,u"cd · .. ·,'lich IO<":!lldes t.(lt~ .... t'ltt~n duthotlzat.lOn t'(~q\J)red 

r-y ~ub:;ectlorl olle (1) of ttHs f:.;ctlOIl, the ndne of the perf.on 

s\jojected to the seur::li, t.he n<lm~~. of t.J:t! pf"!rf;on!'. condllct.lnq 

the :H!cHcI:. the t ~me. del. te ane p 1 ,1C~, () f the sed n:h and, if 

!"cquired by suhsecUon t.· ... o (2) of ttn:> lieclion. d copy or: 

t:h~ ~H.·flfCh · ... cH'l",lnt 1l'.Jt.~Ol"i71n<J lIH~ :3~d:;ch. A COP}' 01' ttu.~ 

l"eporl: fiha) 1 be Pl'o'.'lded to the pel"SOn sC:,lrctlcd. 

WILLIAJ>l H HARB0R 

Spec.ker of the Hou~p. 

TERRY L, BkANSTAD 

1'1'esident. of t.he Stmat.e 

J hel'eby cel·t.ify th,lt. t.h1~.' blll ori9ilh~t.cd in ttl(! House and 

lb kno .... n ilt. HOU:iC t'Ut: 219~). 5ixt:y-elqhth General Ar-l:Jenbly. 

API;t0Ved'7@"-L :91, 
. .;j' 

ROBERT D. kAY 

Covel·nO! 

RRtJCF: GRAHAM 

A!:t.1st..:.nt Chief Clc[·k of the HO\leC 

l<.:lSC: 

:r 
~ 
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