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Act relat' A BILL FOR _ , l.ng to the state and county funding 
ra1r b 'd' of a county 

y prov1 1ng for a referendum. 

An 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOUSE FILE 2476 
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Amend House File 2476 as follows: 
1. Page 2, line 10, by inserting after the \~ord 

"society." the following: 
"In addition, one percent of the gross sum wagered 

through the pari-mutuel system shall be distributed 
to the counties on a population basis. By Ma 15, 
1981, the general assembly shall establish a pari­
mutuel racing commission and soecif its owers and 

duties. " 
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S.F. H.F. ~"'7' 

1 Section 1. section one hundred seventy-four point ten 
2 (174.10), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 
3 174.10 APPROPRIATION--AVAILABILITY. 

4 1. The appropriation which is made biennially for state 

5 aid to the foregoing societies shall be available and 

6 applicable to incorporated societies of a purely agricultural 

7 nature which were entitled to draw eight hundred fifty dollars 

8 or more state aid in 1926, or societies located in counties 

9 that have no other fair or agricultural society, and which 
10 were in existence and drew state aid in 1926, except that 

11 in a county where there are two definitely separate county 

12 extension offices, two agricultural societies may receive 
13 state aid. The provisions of section 174.1 as to ownership 

14 of 

15 

property shall not apply to societies under this section. 

Z. In counties having two incorporated agricultural 

16 societies conducting county fairs, but not having two 

17 definitelv sep~rate county extension offices, ~he state aid 

18 shall be prorated between the two societies or, if an official 

19 county fa'r is designat.ed by election, shall be paid "::0 that 

20 society determined to be conducting the official county fa.iL. 

21 The board of s~pervisors, u~on receiving a petition siqned 

22 by 'ten percent of the qualified electors OF the coun":=y ':!;.!-vir~g 

23 ~·/ot.ed iii. w'1e p:~·::ce:ding general elec"i.:icr;. for the oIfice of 

24, 2.resident of ~he United States or governor as applicable, 
25 shall submit to the gualified electors of the county at b~e 

25 next general election following submission of the petition 

27 or at a special election if reguested by the petitioners at 

28 no cost to the county, the question of which fair shall be 

29 designated as the official county fair. Notice of t..l1e election 

30 shall be given as provided in section forty-nine point fiyty-
31 three (49.53) of the Code. The fair receiving a majority 
32 of the votes cast on the ouestion shall be designated the 

33 official county fair. To qualify as the official county fair, 

34 the sponsoring society need not meet the conditions provided 

35 in subsection one (1) of this section. 
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S. F. __ H.F. ~A/71. 

1 Sec. 2. Section one hundred seventy-four point eleven 
2 (174.11), 

3 174.11 

Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

AMOUNT ALLOWED AS STATE AID. The amount allowed 

eighty 4 to any society as state aid shall be a sum equal to 

5 percent of the first one thousand dollars, seventy percent 

6 of the second one thousand dollars, and sixty percent of the 
7 third one thousand dollars paid in cash by the society for 

8 premiums at its annual fair for the current year, but the 

9 total aid shall not in anyone year exceed two thousand dollars 

10 to anyone agricultural society. Pfev~sea,-fieweyef However, 

11 1n counties having more than one fair entitled to state aid, 

12 except in counties where there are two definitely separate 

13 county extension offices, the state aid available for the 

14 county shall be prorated to sa is the fairs, which have been 

15 in existence for ~eH three years or more, on ~~e basis of 
16 

17 
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25 
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27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

cash premiums paid by Ba~a the fairs or, if an official county 

fair has been designated as provided in section one hundred 
seventy-four ooint ten (174.10), subsection two (2) of the 

Code, the state aid shall be paid to the official county fair. 

Sec. 3. Section one hundred seventy-four point thirteen 

(174.13), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

174.13 COUNTY AID. 

1. The board of supervisors of the county in which any 

such society is located may levy a tax of not to exceed six 
and three-fourths cents per thousand dollars of assessed value 

of the taxable property of the county, the funds fea~~Bee 

~ftefeiF9ffi received from the levy to be known as the fairground 

fund, and to be used for the purpose of fitting up or 

purchasing fairgrounds for the society, or for the purpose 

of aiding boys and girls 4-H club work and payment of 

agricultural and livestock premiums in connection with 8e~a 

the fair, ~fev~ae6-S~eft if the society Sfta~~-Be is the owner 

in fee simple, or the lessee of at least ten acres of land 
for fairground purposes, and sRa~±-eWH-eF-±ease owns or leases 

buildings and improvements ~eFeeR on the land of at least 
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S.F. H.F. ;.41' 

1 eight thousand dollars in value. 

2 2. If an official county fair is designated as provided 

3 ~n section one hundred seventy-four point ten (174.10), sub-
4 section two (2) of the Code, the funds received from the tax 

5 levy authorized under subsection one (1) of this section shall 

6 be paid to the society conducting the official county fair. 

7 EXPLANATION 

8 This bill provides that counties having two incorporated 

9 agricultural societies conducting a county fair but not having 

10 two separate county extension offices may designate one of 

11 the fairs as the official county fair upon petition of 

12 qualified electors and submission of the question at a special 

13 or general election. The official county fair would be 
14 eligible for the total amount of the state and county aid. 

15 The bill also provides that an agricultural society conducting 

16 a county fair in a county which has two county fairs but not 

17 having two separate county extension offices may receive state 

18 aid without having been eligible to receive state aid in 1926. 

19 This bill is effective July first following its enactment. 
20 
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HOUSE fILE 2476 

Ml ACT 

RELATING ro THE STA1'E MOO COUN1'Y FUNDING or A COlIN'Ii' FAIR 

BY PROVIOING FOR A REFERLNDUM. 

BE 11' ENACTED BY TIlE GENERAL ASSEMBLY or THE S1'ATE OF IOWA: 

section 1. SecLion one lnmdred sevent.y-four point ten 

(174.10). Code 1979. is uended to read as folloW's: 

174.10 APPROPRIATION--AVAILABIL1TY. 
~ The appropriation which is ~ade biennially for state 

ai.d to the foregoin9 societies shall be available and 

applicable t.o incorporated societies of a purely agricultural 

nature .... hich wet'e entitled to draw eight hundred fifty dollars 

or tIIore state aid in 1<)26. or societies located in countles 

that have no ot.her fair or 4gt'icultural society. and which 

were in existence and drew state aid in 1926. except that. 

In a county where there are t~·o definitely separate county 

extension offices. two agriClJltural &ocieties lUay l'eceive 

state aid. 1'he provisions of section 174.1 as to o'offlcrship 

of propert.y shall not apply to societies under t.his :3ection. 

L_!.!!...~ounties having two incol'P9rated a9r::ic}!.!.!~;-.~J. 

societies c~onducting county (airs. but not h.wing t.wo. 

definite..!~~.te~tr .. extension oUic:es, the state aid 

shall be prorated bet.ween the two societies 2_1', if an officia.l 

!:~nty fa!r is deaignat.ed by election, .. ~hall be paid to t.hat 

soci~.detenRlned to be conductin9 t.he o{~~cial county fair. 

The board of supervisol·S, upon t:eceiving a pe.t:.tt;.!.!?l~._~_~.9.!IUd 

~ ten percen~L th..!L.9...~~\'!'UJ.ed electol's o~ the county ha~il\q 

voted in the pt:yceding generlll .... ~~_~.f~ion for. __ th~ .. pffice of 

I?~~sident. o! the United St.at.es Ot' gOV':!:El.9.I:' ali "pplicdble..l. 

~hclll submit to the qualified electors of t.!l_o: . .s.'i'!!'l).~~~ 

next gtt.0erCll election following r.ubmi6si.2n of t.he....P~tJ..!...i.o.!2 

• 
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or at a special E!1ection i,{ r(l<J.!!'1..~t:.ed by the petiti~!'l~ 

~L.to the county. th~tion_qJ_.~}1;9.1").~~!.;-.. sha11.~ 
designated as t:h~ official co~nty fait·. Notice of the ~}.ectiQ!2 ~ 

~E.~U. be_.9iven as provided in section f01''!:y=l\i~int fifty­

three (49.!)3) ot_.!h~ .. Code. 1'l~~_fair receiving a majority 

9f the votes cast on the guestion shall_~_~~~~nated_the 

official count.:L_f3!.ir:. To gu'!!.i:.,fy liS the official county_ fail", 
the sponsoring socj.etx need not. meet: the conditions provi.£led 

In subsection one (1) ot this section. 

Sec. 2. Section one hundred seventy-foul' point eleven 

(174.11), Code 1979, is amendcd to read as follows: 

174.11 AMOUNT ALLOWED AS STATE AID. The amount allowed 

to any society as state aid shall be a sum equal to eiqhty 

percent of the fil:St. one thousand dollars. seventy percent. 

of the second one thousand dollars. and sixty percent of the 

third one thous.and dollars paid in cash by the society for 

premiums at its annual fair for the current year. but the 
total aid Ghall not in anyone year exceed two thousand dollars 

to anyone 4g't'icultural societ.y. Prev"«IeftT-h.vevflt!' Ho .... ever. 

in counties having lUore than onc (air e-ntitled to state aid. 

except in counties where there are two definitely seplU'ate 

county extension offices, the st.a.te aid available for the 

count.y shall be prorated to e.'~ the fairs, which have been 

in ~xistence (Ot· t.ero. three years or r.lOl·e, on the basis of 

ca5>h pt·eroiumG paid by l!Ia~« the fairs or, if an official county 

fai.r has been designated as prQ.y_~ded in sectio~_C!ne hundl'ed 

~~_,=nty-four poi'!~._!-_~-t!74.10), subsection two (2) ot._the 

Code, the ,state aid shall be paid to the o(~icial county fair. 

Sec. 3. S~ct.ion one hundred seventy-four point. thirteen 

(174.13). Code 19·,9. is amended to read as follow!i: 

174.13 COUNTY AID. 

!..:.. The board of supervisors of the county in which any 

8uch society is locat.ed may levy a tax of not to exceed six 

.and t.ht·ce-fourths cents per thousand dollal"s of assessed value 

of the taxable property of tile county, the funds ~eel.8ed 

,hepeirall rec~.~~~...!!.!?.1!",-_t:..~I~ to be known as the fairground 
fund, and to be used for the purpose of fitti.19 up Ot· 

purchasing fairgrounds for t.hc society. or for t.he purpose 

:x: 
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House File 2476, P. 3 

of aiding boys and girls 4-H club work and payment of 

agriculturOal and livestock premiums in connection with 88~a 

the fair, ~Fev~aea-8~ek if the society 8k8±±-Be is the owner 

in fee simple, or the lessee of at least ten acres of land 

for fairground purposes, and 8ka~~-ewH-eF-±e8ae owns or leases 

buildings and improvements ~eFeeH on the land of at least 

eight thousand dollars in value. 

2. If an official county fair is designated as provided 

in section one hundred seventy-four point ten (174.10), sub­

section two (2) of the Code, the funds received from the tax 

levy authorized under subsection one (1) of this section shall 

be paid to the society conducting the official county fair. 

WILLIAM H. HARBOR 

Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 2476, Sixty-eighth General Assembly. 
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