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9c·- / A BILL FOR 

An Act relating to the authority of reorganized school 

districts to levy the schoolhouse tax. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

S-5257 
HOUSE FILE 2458 

1 Amend House File 2458, as passed by the House, 
2 as follows: 
3 1. - Page 2, by striking lines 23 through 25 and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof: "district for the least 
5 amount and the shortest time for which it is in effect 
6 in any of the districts. Authorized levies for the 
7 period". 
5-5257 FILED 
MARCH 5, 1980 
C<.4tJ;,jl 3/,"7 (f ;1-'0) 

BY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
WILLARD R. HANSEN, CHAIRPERSON 

cpe'16200 21'13 



S.F. H.F. ,).1/.sJ 

1 Section 1. Section two hundred seventy-five point twelve 

2 (275.12), Code 1979, as the section is amended by Acts of 
3 the Sixty-eighth General Assembly, ~979 Session, chapter 

4 sixty-one (61), section one (1), is amended by adding the 

5 following new subsection: 

6 NEW SUBSECTION. The petition may also include a provision 
7 that the schoolhouse tax provided in section two hundred 

8 seventy-eight point one (278.1), subsection seven (7), of 

9 the Code will be voted upon at the election conducted under 

10 section two hundred seventy-five point eighteen (275.18) of 

11 the Code. 

12 Sec. 2. 

13 (275.20), 

14 275.20 

Section two hundred seventy-five point twenty 
Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

SEPARATE VOTE IN EXISTING DISTRICTS. The voters 

15 shall vote separately in each existing school district affected 

16 and voters residing in the entire existing district are 

17 eligible to vote both upon the proposition to create sHeR 

18 ~ new school corporation and the proposition to levy the 

19 schoolhouse tax under section two hundred seventy-eight point 

20 one (278.1), subsection seven (7), of the Code if the petition 

21 included a provision for a vote to levy the schoolhouse tax. 
22 If 'eRe a proposition receives a majority of the votes cast 

23 in each of at least seventy-five percent of the ea~a districts, 

24 and also a majority of the total number of votes cast in all 

25 of 8a~e the districts, the proposition SRa~~-Be-aeefflea is 
26 carried. 

27 Sec. 3. Section two hundred seventy-eight point one 

28 (278.1), subsection seven (7), Code 1979, as the section lS 

29 amended by Acts of the Sixty-eighth General Assembly, 1979 

30 Session, chapter sixty-one (61), section four (4), is amended 
31 to read as follows: 

32 7. Vote a schoolhouse tax, not exceeding sixty-seven and 

33 one-half cents per thousand dollars of assessed value in any 

34 one year, for the purchase of grounds, for construction of 

35 schoolhouses or buildings, for the payment of debts contracted 
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S.F. H.F . .2.4.51 

1 for the erection or construction of schoolhouses or buildings, 

2 not including interest on bonds, for procuring or acquisition 

3 of libraries, for opening roads to sChoolhouses or buildings, 

4 for the purchase of buildings or equlpment for buildings or 

5 schoolhouses, for the purpose of repalring, remodeling, 

6 reconstructing, improving or expanding the schoolhouses or 

7 buildings for the school district, for the purpose of 

8 landscaping, paving, or improving t.he schoolhouse or building 

9 grounds, or for the rental of facilities pursuant to chapter 

10 28E. Interest earned from investments of these funds may 

11 be used for the purposes voted. The power to levy sa~a ~ 

12 schoolhouse tax, when voted, shall continue for SHeri the 

13 period of time as-May-ee authorized by the voters a:J.d shall 

14 not be affected by any change in the b01.!ndaries of. t.b.e school 

15 district;-~R-Wfla~eye~-ffieafie~-effeetea, except iR-ease-~~e 

16 Bek6BI-d~S6~*e~-ie-~ee~.aR'ee~-pHEs6aH~-~8-aee~'aHs-a~5~i~ 

17 ~e-~~;~~~ as otherwise provided in this sectlon. If each 

18 school district involved in a school reorganization under 

19 chapter two hundred seventy-five (275) of the Code has voted 

20 the schoolhouse tax and if the voters have not voted upon 

21 the proposition to levy the schoolhouse tax in the reol:ganized 

22 district, the schoolhouse tax is in effect for the reorganized 

23 district to the extent, both in amount, duration, and purposes 

24 that it is in effect in the district which has voted it on 

25 the most restrictive basis. Authorized levies for the period 

26 of time presently approved shall not be affected as a result 

27 of a failure of a proposition proposed to expand the purposes 

28 for which the funds may be expended. As used in this 

29 subsection, "repair" means to restore the existing structure 

30 or thing to its original condition, as near as may be, after 

31 decay, waste, injury, or partial destruction, but does not 

32 include maintenance or customary repainting; and 

33 "reconstruction" means 

thing which 

to rebuild or to restore again 

was lost or destroyed. 

as an 

34 

35 

entity the 

Sec. 4. section three (3) of this Act applies to school 
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S. F. H.F. 

1 districts for which a reorganization under chapter two hundred 

2 seventy-five (275) of the Code takes effect July I, 1980. 

3 Sec. 5. 

4 shall take 

This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

effect from and after its publication in The 

5 Holste1n Advance, a newspaper published in Holstein, Iowa, 

6 and in The Hartley Sentinel, a newspaper published in Hartley, 

7 Iowa. 

8 EXPLANATION 

9 This bill authorizes a continuation of the schoolhouse 

10 tax on the most restrictive basis if all of the districts 

11 involved in a school reorganization have approved levying 

12 the schoolhouse tax. It also provides that the electorate 

13 can vote on levying the schoolhouse tax at the same election 

14 that the vote is held on reorganization. The bill takes 

15 effect upon its pUblication. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

H-5757 

SENATE k~ENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 2458 

1 Amend House File 2458, as passed by the House, 
2 as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by striking lines 23 through 25 and 
• inserting in lieu thereof: "district for the least 
5 amo~nt and the shortest time for '''hich it is in effect 
5 in any of t~e districts. Authorized levies for the 
7 period". 

H-5757 FILED 
"lARCH 28, 1980 
((.l.'fJ~. r-, 

35 

RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
.d,...v_,-_._ ._,.,......,_;_ ........ l_ ...... '.\ -.J. ~/./~.r (;t /--1,' /',' 
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HOUSE 1'11.E 2458 

A~ ACT 

REI.ATING TQ THE AUTIIORITY OF REORGANIZED SCHOOL OlS'rRICTS 

TO LEVY 'I1iE SCHOO[JiOtJSE TAX. 

BE 11' l-:NACl1:.1) }W".tHE Gl-:Nl·;RAL ASSEMBLY Of' TIU': STATE OF !OWA: 

St!ction 1. Section t.wo hund.reci (,e\'ent.y-five pOlnt t .... elve 

(275.12), Code 1979, af> the section in amended by Acts of 

the sixty-eiqhth Genel:al Assembly. 1<3"19 Sesl.>ion, chapt.er 

s:i;(ty~ono= (61). section one (1). 11> amendcd by adding t.he 

follo"'inf} new subsection: 

NE~. SUBSECTI.9l!. l'h\~ petition may .. l)f;O ioclu6e d provision 

t.~at the scl~o~lho\l6O= t~x provicieJ in secti~n two hur.drt:'!d 

tl~\'~n ty-e i ght. po i nt. one (278 . .1), subsect ion Roven (.,). 0) f 

tile Code wi.ll t:e vcted upor. at. the election conducted und~r 

se~t.ion two hundred sC·J0nt.Y-!.·lVP. point ei<.,lhte~n (2"::'.18) of 

the Co:!(~. 

St:""c 2 Se~t.ion t.wo hun<1rcd seventy-five pHllt. t"'enty 

(?"l!J.2C). C()i('! 19'}9, if:. an~r.ded ·to rcad ,,::; follows 

n~ 20 Sf:PAFhl'C VOTE IN r:x~Sn}lG DISTRICTS. Th(') voters 

shall. '.J:"" .. t('! sep<tl"~)te:;y in e,)ch exi:.;tir:g t'choo~ disu:ict affcc~~eci 

.)OC \,o'_eu; rCEi~i.nq In tht~ ent.ire existi.ng d)stric-_ are 

elig~b~e to vote l!oth upon thl!! proposition t.o create 8~t:!k 

.l ne .... · r...-)wol coq)oration c.H1~ ~lle PI·opos .. ~.q_q[l_ .. ~g __ le"'L!:~_e 

:;;_ch~c:~h,?~!~ ... ~_~~ . ~I!~de r r.ect.lon ~.~·o. "~\~~H.ired $eve!~~1-:-l\~9.;_lJ:_ PC.l n! 
(~.!!~ __ ..i11£:.1 L......~~_~~~~:~.!.ot .• _. ~_~v.ct:!. _.\?l __ 2_L..!-ne .~?_<:!~._ ~.i.......!:.[l.!.....I?'£.':-.i: t ~p~! 

! t:£.1 ~_<:1.!!:c::L..:~ .. p rov I. t'l on _(o_!" .. ,) \'ot.~ _:-.~ .. .1evy th~. s.£~l,?~.l tlol,.;!Je t.ax. 

I ~ I!<.i\~ d propo~itlol"i reGl!!l.ve~ &. 1~')lOrlty of t.be vows Cilst 

::.n e<seh 0t ,It. lei.lst ~o::venty-fi\'e P~f':;t~nt ot th~ ~at-ti disu:ictti. 

,1:1':' al£;o a :na)C[lty of the toted nutr.bl!!l" of v:.)tes c:\s~. in a~l 

of !'Iftt,d t.h~ diatri(:ts, th<:! propO!:.lbon "k"H-~~-4!ltHUMHt ~_'!. 

ClU'] ie;! 

Sec. 3. S@ction t.wo hllndrt":d ::;eventj'-eight pOlnt 0at! 

12';9 ',J. S\.ibl:,('!CT.10n !~e .... e:. {"Jj, Code 19"J9, as t.he 'o)('ctlon ir-. 

flillendl:!d by I\Ct.S of t~le Suc"':".Y-""lgl~th Gen(:nl~ l.!)sr:m.bly, 19-'9 

- • 
HOUse Fil~ 2456. F. 2 

Sesl>ion, chapter liixt.y-one (61), section four (4), is amended 

t.o read ,16 fa 110\ol'!> : 

7. Vote cl Gchoolhou~;e L1X. not. exceeding sixt.y-seven and 

one-half cent!) per thousand dollars of a.sGoensed value in any 

one yeiu-, for Ule purch<lsc of gl'ounds. !.12."=- consLt'uction of 

'!;choolhotlr;~!; Qt" bui ldingl:., for: the J.>aj'ment of debts contr<lcted 

fOl the c~'ect.lon or conul.["uction of schoolhoul:ies Ot buildln:;!6, 

!lot includin9 lntcl'Cl;l on bonds. for pr"ocu:.'ing 01' acqul!;i,t.lon 

ot.' 110rar"ie5, for opening roads to IOchoolhou!;f!S 01: building&, 

fOL' the p\ln;h~$e of bUlldinqr. 0). p.quipmcnl [ot buildings 01" 

schoolhouses, for the pUl"?ose ~f repdu"ing, rcmodclillq, 

reconst.r,)cting. improving 01: expanding the schoolhouses or 

buildings for the school distl:ict. fot the put'pose of 

1 andt.caping. pavlllg, or ilnpro'ling t.he schoolhou!;e or buildioq 

qroun~n. or for the l~nta1 of facilities pursuant ~o (:tIJpt~[ 

Ztl2:. Int.el·f!!il. edHled n:o:n invest.ments of these fund!; !n,W 

hr: used fOl the pu[pose~ voted. The pOWf'!r' to levy 15a:kd ~ 

sch_<2_~).!~?\1.~;_~. t.ax, · .... hr:n vot.ed, shall continue for' ",~ek .t •. t.~~ 

pencd of t.lme ae-1\O.ay-lle aut.hor:'.7_cd by t.he voterr. and Rh;lll 

not be affectE:d by c'.ny ch"'n9~ in t.h('! to,mdcuies of the .. chool 

di s Lt· i C"'T- *"-Wft.K~e¥6~·-I'!'I~:U\H.et· - t>:ft"ee t:e,j, except. ~h-ea$e- ~ke 

!I ekft ftt -d toll" .. to" .. - to ft- e'f'!ft t!"fJ"M.~"@ ti-IHtl'tHt8'" - toe -Bee" +8"8- i':,J &,.,.1 ~ 

to)· 2~5,.i!.C "'!J ot.he 1 .... ·1 De pro_-':!~:.2.......~t.J!!.~ .. sectl on. I f e3~~t] 

s~ 1~.2.9..1 __ ':i i!;>.t: ..f.~~.::.:-. i .n.v':l.1:\:'-!:(L.!!!_.i!....~_gl~2.;.. 1 eor: 9 il~~ ~?_!'. c -L ~.r}_~_~!~e l" 
~:.h~p.te.~· . ~: ... ? __ h.~.I~~.r::~;_c!._~,£"::,.co.~'y-.f; ·J.e _ ( 2"l.?) ~~ the CO-'!~ . .!'~2..y~.t.~.~ 
t.h(: . . ~~:!~~_'?_V~£!~!!L~X (,nd .i f t.t"!~. ::.~_t;~.r:!! .. 1~a,,:1.'! not ':oted UO?!' 

tht~ P I:(:P<'(, 1 t:' Ol~ to_J.~~:!~_(: !.;ct.oc.l hou!.;c t.):.::. __ i.!~ _~.t.l~..l::.~_or9anI7,('~ 

di~.!.;_~c.t .' .. ~~).<;. !"~ho(?~~~!1Ii.~~~j.~. i_r}_ .~f._Lt::~_!:.....!2.!.. _!.~_~ .r.~2.E.9.~I2Lz._ed 

d lS ~:_~:L(.:! __ !...:2L the 1 e~':..t!.!:.......£.!~ q~~.~ .. _~_!V! .0f. __ !>_I:!_~~ t9.~!-_~me fOL \~~j.sb. 

l~......!...:!._~.!.l _,=_~_~~~~'. i!1 ~n.x ~f U.e t.!!_,,_~.~·!..£.t_f!...:.. Allthori?_ed leVle!j 

foz:' t:..c p\;rlod of t..l"·.e pl"(~!;cntli' <,ppro'Jed ~hal1 not be affected 

itS ., l·e!;\,;lt. ot ll. ::<)i~\J[(: of it pro}.'oul.t"l.on propc!~ed to (~xpand 

t":H"! purposes fot .... 1·.ic!1 thc fund!J nay bp expended. ;,s used 

~:1 t.hif', f".utJ!;~,;t.ion. ":::epdtt" m(,!ollHl to [('!HtOt'e t.he ~X1St~!1q 

f,tt"llC~.ut"e Ot: thing ~.(' its o:'lq~tnl :;()r.dlticn. as nc,)r a!. :nay 

be. after dec.lY, ...... l.st~, ll~)Ut·y, Ot p.!:H"tld.l dp'gtn,ct)on, C1..i.t. 

dces tv")t lIv:i.;Jje n:.d~nten"nce <.r c~;stcmar}' t"@pa.ll\t~'l'J: o.lnd 

J: 
:n 
i 



House File 2458, P. 3 

"reconstruction" means to rebuild or to restore again as an 

entity the thing which was lost or destroyed. 

Sec. 4. section three (3) of this Act applies to school 

districts for which a reorganization under chapter two hundred 

seventy-five (275) of the Code takes effect July 1, 1980. 

Sec. 5. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

shall take effect from and after its publication in The 

Holstein Advance, a newspaper published in Holstein, Iowa, 

and in The Hartley sentinel, a newspaper published in Hartley, 

Iowa. 

WILLIAM H. HARBOR 

Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that thlS bill originated in the Rouse and 

is known as House File 2458, Sixty-eighth General Assembly. 

Approved (ifNI ;l¢ 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 

BRUCE GRAHAM 

Assistant Chief Clerk of the House 

, 1980 


