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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the educational requirements of schools, 
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by requiring that high school science courses teach about 

energy conservation and environmental awareness and by 

providing for a waiver of physical education requirements 

for certain students and a waiver of foreign language 

requirements under certain conditions. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOUSE FILE 2425 

Amend House File 2425 as follows: 
1. Page 1, line 31, by striking the letter "a,". 
2. Page 1, by striking lines 33 through 35. 
3. Page 2, by striking line 1. 

H-5197 FILED 
FEBRUARY 11, 

o<~ ,-: /;,. (n.2 ) 
1980 

By PERKINS of Greene 
DAGGETT of Taylor 

CPB-16200 2/'73 



S.F. H.F. ,;tJ~5 

1 Section 1. Section two hundred fifty-seven point twenty-

2 five (257.25), subsections three (3) and four (4), Code 1979, 

3 are amended to read as follows: 

4 3. The following areas shall be taught in the grades one 

5 through six: English-language arts, including reading, 

6 handwriting, spelling, oral and written English, and 

7 literature; social studies, including geography, history of 

8 the United States and Iowa, cultures of other peoples and 

9 nations, and American citizenship, including the study of 

10 national, state and local government in the United States; 

11 mathematics; science, including environmental awareness and 

12 conservation of natural resources aRs-eR¥~~eftmeR~al-awa£eReBs; 

13 health and physical education, including the effects of 

14 alcohol, tobacco, drugs and poisons on the human body; the 

15 characteristics of communicable diseases; traffic safety, 

16 including pedestrian and bicycle safety procedures; music; 

17 and art. 

18 4. The following shall be taught in grades seven and eight 

19 as a minimum program: Science, including environmental 

20 awareness and conservation of natural resources aRs 

21 eRV~FeftmeR~al-awaFeRe8e; mathematics; social studies; cultures 

22 of other peoples and nations, and American citizenship; 

23 English-language arts which shall include reading, spelling, 

24 grammar, oral and written composition, and may include other 

25 communication subjects; health and physical education, 

26 including the effects of alcohol, tobacco, drugs and poisons 

27 on the human body, the characteristics of communicable 

28 diseases, including venereal diseases and current crucial 

29 health issues; music; and art. 

30 Sec. 2. Section two hundred fifty-seven point twenty-five 

31 (257.25), subsection six (6), paragraphs a, f and g, Code 

32 1979, are amended to read as follows: 

33 a. Four units of science including physics and chemistry; 

34 the units of physics and chemistry may be taught in alternate 

35 years. The units of science shall include instruction in 
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S.F. __ H.F . .:?4~s 

1 environmental awareness and conservation of natural resources. 

2 f. Two units of one foreign language; the units of foreign 

3 language may be taught in alternate years, provided there 

4 is no break in the progression of instruction from one year 

5 to the next. However, the department may waive on an annual 

6 basis the foreign language reguirement upon the reguest of 

7 the board of directors of a school district or the authorities 

8 in charge of a nonpublic school if the board or authorities 

9 are able to prove that a certificated teacher was employed 

10 and assigned a schedule that would have allowed students to 

11 enroll in a foreign language class, the foreign languaqe class 

12 was properly scheduled, students were aware that a foreign 

13 language class was scheduled and no students enrolled in the 

14 class. 

15 g. All students physically able shall be required to 

16 participate in physical education activities during each 

17 semester a student is enrolled in school except as otherwise 

18 provided in this paragraph. A minimum of one-eighth unit 

19 each semester shall be required, except that any ~~~~% student 

20 participating in an organized and supervised high school 

21 athletic program which requires at least as much time of 

22 participation per week as one-eighth unit may be excused from 

23 the physical education course during the time of his or her 

24 participation in the athletic program. In addition, a twelfth 

25 grade student who is enrolled in a cooperative or work-studY 

26 program may be excused from the physical education requirement 

27 by the principal of the school in which the student is 

28 enrolled. The principal of the school shall inform the 

29 superintendent of the school district or nonpublic school 

30 that the student has been excused. Physical education 

31 activities shall emphasize leisure time activities which will 

32 benefit the student outside the school environment and after 

33 graduation from high school. 

34 EXPLANATION 

35 This bill requires that the units of science in grades 
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S.F. 

1 9 through 12 include instruction in environmental awareness 

2 and the conservation of natural resources. It revises language 

3 for grades 1 through 6 and grades 7 and 8. 

4 It allows the principal of a high school to excuse from 

5 physical education requirements twelfth grade students who 

6 are participating in cooperative or work-study programs and 

7 allows school districts and nonpublic schools to waive the 

8 requirement that two years of foreign language be taught if 

9 there are no students signing up for the foreign language, 

10 but certain conditions for offering the language must be met. 

11 The bill is effective July first following its enactment. 
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HOUSE FILE 2425 
s-5259 
1 Amend HOuse File 2425, as passed by the House, 
2 as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by striking line 25 and inserting in 
4 lieu thereof the words "grade student who meets the 
5 requirements of this paragraph". 
f) 2 .. Page 2, line 26, by striking the word "~ram". 
7 3. Page 2, line 28, by inserting after the word 
8 "enrolled" the words "if the parent or guardian of 
9 the student requests in writina that the student be 

10 excused fron the physical education rec;uirement. 
11 A student who wishes to be excused from the physical 
12 education requirement ~ust be enrolled in a cooperative 
13 or work-studv p~ogram or other educational program 
14 authorized by the school which requires the studen~ 
15 to leave the school pre~ises for speciiied period~ 
16 of time during the school day. The student must seck 
17 to be excused froIT, the phys~cal education recuir.el\\ent 
18 in order to enroll ~n academic courses not otherwise 
19 available to the student." 
8-5259 FILED BY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
~~RCH 5, 1980 WILLARD R. HANSEN, CHAIRPERSON 
(~;~..t.i.. l-/!t/ (f' 13:!j 

SENATE ~~ENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 2425 

H-6080 
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Amend HOuse File 2U25, as passed by the House, 
as follO'..,s: 

1. Page 2, by striking line 2S and inserting in 
lieu thereo~ the words "grade student who meets the 
requirements of this pa~aqra?h't. 

2. Page 2, line 26, by striking the word "proqram". 
3. Page 2, line 28, by inserting after the word 

"~nrolled'l the words I'if t~e parent or quardian of 
the student requests in writing that til~ student be 
excused from the phys1cal education requirement. 
A student who wishes to be excused from the physical 
education requirement ~ust be enrolle~'in a cooperative 
or work study program or other educational program 
authorized by the SChool which reauires the student 
~o leave the school premises for ~pecified periods 
of time during the school day_ The student must seek 
to be excused from the physical education requirement 
1n order to enroll in academic courses not otherwise 
available to the student I', 

H-60BO FILED APRIL 15, 1980 RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
. Q 'I r.- ,,Jc: . • ,'.;:.-) -1::1 ............ , ""-..... ,..<.-6- ..... -<.... ....... -"-"... -'--O! "'t- .2.?-y' 



HOUSE ntH 2425 

A}..' ACT 

Rr:~THK; ~ro THt: I::rJUCATIONAl. REQUIREl'iEN"fS or SCIfOOl.S. BY RE­

Q~ 1 R I NC TIiAT R I GM SCHOOL SC I ENCE COURSBS TEACH ABOUT EN­

LRGY CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL AWARHNBSS AND BY PRO­
VIDING f~R A WAIVER OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 

YOR CERTAIN STUDENTS AND A WAIVER OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

REQUIREMEN"I'S tmm;R CER'l'A1N ('OND'lT10NS. 

BE IT I::NAC'l'EI) 51 U!£ GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TIiE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. 5e(:t.lon t .... o hundt'ed fifty-seven point t .... enty­

flve (157.25). IHu)!,ections thr:ee (1) and four (4). Code 1979, 

Cll::'~ dt')ended to l'ead CIS follows: 

:3. l'he following ,ueas Slhlll be taught in the gJ'ades one 

thn;.uqh 1.>i>:: En9Iish-langua9~ arts. including reading, 

handwriting, l.>pellinq, oral and wl'itten English. and 

literature; social liludil!s, including geoqrClphy, history of 

the United States and Iowa, culture& of other peoples and 

nat.ions, and A..,..edcan citizenuhip, includiflq the study of 

U<l.tional, state and local government in the United States; 

It'athematic8; science, including en'/ironmental awarene6S and 

conservation of nat.ura I resout'ces e."e-e".,,i,r8Mel!.~ •• -e.weFe,,eBI!I; 

health and physical education, including t.l\e effects of 

al<..:ohol, t.obacco, drugs And poisons on the hwnan body; the 

chal"acteri!Jtics of cOPU"luni.cable disc.:l6~s; traffic safety, 

int'ludill9 pedestrian and bicycle safety p:t:ocedures; r.1usic; 

and art. 

4. The following shall be taught in gr~des seven and eight 

ali a. mlnltllut'l progran: SC1ence, including envil;:.C?,I}?!,ent.a! 

~i>.!~lle!.>s a!!-,~ conservation of natut'al r:esources fll!.~ 

e"""'''·t:H\JIlel'l~II..-aWftt'~Ae'''a; t,at.hernatics; social studies; cultut'es 

of other people:; clnd n,.t.ions, clnd A."I"Iet"ican cit.lzenship; 

1-:nqlif;h-lang'..lage arts which shall lnclude l'~adin<f, spt:llinq, 

qraJi·:·lIilr, 01:<'.1 and \ll"ilt.~" compoeitlon, 4nd may include other 

co:nt"'unic<lt.ion subject.s; health <Uld physl.cal educat,ion, 

House File 2425, P. 2 

including t.he effects of alcohol. t.obacco, dnlqs and P01SOI)$ 

on the human body, the characteri.stlcs of communicable 

diseases, including vene1'eal diseases and CU1-rent crucial 

health .l8SUeU; mUSlc; and art. 

Sec. 2. Section two hundred fifty-seven point twenty-five 

(257.?~», subst:ction six (&). paragraphs a.. f and q, Code 

19.,9. al·t: .1mend~d to read as fo110· ... s: 

a. Four units of SC1ellce including physics and chemi.!itry; 

tJle unit.~~ of phyaics and chemistry may be taught in alternate 

years. The \~nits of Deience ~hall :il\clude .. A~,!tt·uction in 

~D~.!..~nme~!-~l) ,~,waren~ss and conservat.ion of natuE~l resources. 

f. 1'\.'0 uni.ts of one foreign language; the units of fO.l:eign 

language may b~ taught in alternate years. pl'ovided there 

1S no break in the progreusion 01" inn.truction h'om one year 

to the next. Howt:vet·, the departtnent. ,!;"ay waiv~, on an ArulUal 

basis .. _~!,_~ foreign lan9!~~~_,reguirernent. \.Ipon tJle request_£!. 

the board of di1·ectorn. of a school distr!ct 0.1.' the autllOrities 

~D_~~.I~_r9.Q.5!.!:..._a nonpub.~!c aChO!)l it tile bond or authoriti~8 

are able to pt'ove tilat a certiri~.!~!L!-cas!l_cr was employee! 

and a,l!.l!i9t1ed_ a schedule thAt. would have allowed students _ to 

enroll in a foreign language class.(....thELfo~·.~ign language class 

wag, propedY .. _I!.£Q.~~~le£i~ atudenta were awue that. a foreign 

laf'!!l!I_~~ __ f,~,<HjS was sCheq!JJed .. ~~.~_.!!9 stud~~!! enrolled in the 

class. 

g. All student.s physically able shall be required to 

participate in phY5ical education activities durinq each 

seme&tel' a student. is enrolled 1n Gchool ex<:ept as oti\erwise 

provided in th.;~,'para9!raph. A tI)inimurn of one-eighth unit: 

each ser..ester shall be requin!'d, except. that an)' ,"'pt. !..t:~ldent 

participating 1n an organized and 6upe1'visod high school 

athletic program which reqUl!:es at least as much time of 

partici.pation pel .... ee):. as one-ci<)ht.h U01t may be excused from 

the phys1cal education course dUl'ing the time of his 2.f..Jl..!::! 

participat.lon in the <It.hl~tic pt·ogl'am. !!! __ addlt),~_ .. ~ .. ~welfth 

9.!...'!..c.!! litudeo!:.. ~.~~",!,_~et.s....!.~~. }~~'i0,!·,~,fI1er~~.~,.t?_~· this P.~.t.:.~l:l 

~!l~_,~15.S~~_~.!-.!!.E:: 'ph.:t~~.r.:n ~..!::Q..\.I~.a.~t.2.~ r.:!!:q1.!!I_~ent. by 

~.,l:l.e ,.E.~·.l~~~P.<!L. <;,1' t.hc,....!u:..I,lpol il',~i"?!_<;:t0hc s~.I,detl,;:,_t~ .. ,'£!!E..2.;Ued 

x 
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House File 2425, P. 3 

if the parent or guardian of the student requests in writing 

that the student be excused from the physical education 

requirement. A student who wishes to be excused from the 

physical education requirement must be enrolled in a 

cooperative or work-study program or other educational program 

authorized by the school which requires the student to leave 

the school~m1ses for specifled periods of time during the 

school day. The student must seek to be excused from the 

l)hvsical educatioll requirement ill order "Co enroll in academic 

courses not otherwise available to the student. The principal 

91 the school shall inform the superintendent of the school 

district or nonpublic school that the student has been excused. 

Physical education actlvities shall emphasize leisure tlme 

activities which will benefit the student outslde the school 

environment and after graduatlon from high school. 

WILLIAM H. HARBOR 

Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

1S known as House File 2425, Sixty-eighth General Assembly. 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 

BRUCE GRAHAM 

Assistant Chief Clerk of the House 
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