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A BILL FOR 
An Act to increase the membership and voting requirements of 

the boards of adjustment of cities. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ___ H.F. 
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section 1. section four hundred fourteen point eight 
(414.8), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

,,:3 = -4 
414.8 MEMBERSHIP. The board of adjustment shall consist 

of f~ye seven members each to be appointed for a term of five 
years, excepting that when the board shall first be created 

eRe-MeMBe~ two members shall be appointed for a term of five 
years, eRe two for a term of four years, one for a term of 

three years, one for a term of two years, and one for a term 

of one year. Members shall be removable for cause by the 
appointing authority upon written charges and after public 
hearing. vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term 
of any member whose term becomes vacant. 
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Sec. 2. Section four hundred fourteen point fourteen 
(414.14), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

414.14 VOTE REQUIRED. The concurring vote of ~R~ee four 

members of the board shall be necessary to reverse any order, 

requirement, decision, or determination of any such 
administrative official, or to decide in favor of the applicant 
on any matter upon which it is required to pass under any 
such ordinance or to effect any variation in such ordinance. 
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Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS. Of the 
two additional members to be appointed to a board of adjust­

ment existing on the effective date of this Act, one member 
shall be appointed to an initial term of five years and one 

member shall be appointed to an initial term of four years. 
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The terms of office of members of a board of adjustment serving 
unexpired terms of office on the effective date of this Act, 
shall expire according to their original appointments. 

29 Sec. 4. This Act is effective January first following 

30 its enactment. 

31 EXPLANATION 
32 This bill increases the membership of a city board of 

33 adjustment from five to seven members and, correspondingly, 

34 the concurrence of four members rather than three members 

35 is required for official actions of the board. 
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FEBRUARY 21, 1979 
PAGE TWO 

.. HOUSE FILE 174 -H- 3239 
1 Amend House File 174 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striking line 4 and inserting in 
3 lieu thereof the words "of five or seven members as 
4 determined by the council. eae!,-ee Me..mbers of a five 
5 member board shall he appointed for a term of five". 
6 2. Page 1, line 6, by striking the words "eRe 
7 me~e~ two members and inserting in lieu thereof the 
8 words "one member". 
9 3. Page 1, line 7, by striking the words "eRe 

10 two" and inserting in lieu thereof the word "one". 
11 ---4. Page 1, line 9, by inserting after the word 
12 "year." the words "~1embers of a seven-member board 
13 shall be appointed for a tern of five years, except 
14 when the board shall first be created two members 
15 shall be appointed for a term of five years, two 
16 members for a term of four years, one for a term of 
17 three years, one for a term of two years, and one 
18 for a one-year term. A five-member hoard shall not 
19 carry out its business without having three members 
20 present and a seven-member board shall not carry out 
21 its business without having four members present. 
22 5. Page 1, line 15, by striking the words "-eft~ee 

... 23 four" and inserting in lieu thereof the \vord "three". 
,.,24 ----6. Page 1, line 16, by inserting after the word 

25 "board" the words "in the case of a five-member board, 
26 and four members in the case of a seven-member board,". 
27 7. Page 1, line 22, by striking the words "to 
28 be appointed to a" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
29 words "which may be appointed to increase a five-
30 member". 
31 8. Page 1, line 23, by striking the words "existing 
32 on" and inserting in lieu thereof the words "to a 
33 seven-member board after". 
34 9. Title page, lines 1 and 2, by striking the 
35 words "to increase the membership and voting 
36 requirements of" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
37 words "relating to the. membership of". 
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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the membership of the boards of adjustment 

2 of cities. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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House Amendments 

HOUSE FILE 174 

S-3257 
1 Amend House File 174, as amended, passed and 
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reprinted by the House, as follows: 
1. Page 1, line 18, by inserting after the word 

"present." the following: "A majority of the mernbers 
of the board of adjustment shall be persons 
representing the puLlic at large and shall not be 
involved in the business of purchasing or selling 
real estate." 

S-3257 FILED a~ 44 (r. i/O 9/ 
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S.F. H.F. 111-/ 

1 Section 1. Section four hundred fourteen point eight 

2 (414.8), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

3 414.8 MEMBERSHIP. The board of adjustment shall consist 

4 of five or seven members as determined by the council. eaefi 

5 ~e Members of a five member board shall be appointed for a 

6 term of five years, excepting that when the board shall first 

7 be created one member shall be appointed for a term of five 

8 years, one for a term of four years, one for a term of three -9 years, one for a term of two years, and one for a term of 

10 one year. Members of a seven-member board shall be appointed 

11 for a term of five years, except when the board shall first 

12 be created two members shall be appointed for a term of five 

13 years, two members for a term of four years, one for a term 

14 of three years, one for a term of two years, and one for a 

15 one-year term. A five-member board shall not carry out its 

16 business without having three members present and a seven-

17 member board shall not carry out its business without having 
( 

':;s7-l8 four members present. Members shall be removable for cause 

19 by the appointing authority upon written charges and after 

20 public hearing. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired 

21 term of any member whose term becomes vacant. 

22 Sec. 2. Section four hundred fourteen point fourteen 

23 (414.14), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

24 414.14 VOTE REQUIRED. The concurring vote of three members 

25 of the board in the case of a five-member board, and four 

26 members in the case of a seven-member board, shall be necessary 

27 to reverse any order, requirement, decision, or determination 

28 of any such administrative official, or to decide in favor 

29 of the applicant on any matter upon which it is required to 

30 pass under any such ordinance or to effect any variation in 

31 such ordinance. 

32 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS. Of the 

33 two additional members which may be -appointed to increase 

34 a five-member board of adjustment to a seven-member board 

35 after the effective date of this Act, one member shall be 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 appointed to an initial term of five years and one member 

2 shall be appointed to an initial term of four years. The 

3 terms of office of members of a board of adjustment serving 

4 unexpired terms of office on the effective date of this Act, 

5 shall expire according to their original appointments. 

6 Sec. 4. This Act is effective January first following 

7 its enactment. 

8 EXPLANATION 
9 This bill increases the membership of a city board of 

10 adjustment from five to seven members and, correspondingly, 

11 the concurrence of four members rather than three members 

12 is required for official actions of the board. 
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H-3828 

SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 174 

1 Aillend House File 174 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the:: douse as follows: 
3 , 1. Page 1, line 18, 0y inserting after tne word 
4 "pres" n t "t ~ -ll' " A . . ___ ~ ___ ~ __ ~ ne IO. - o\rJlng: . maJorl ty of L1e f.1cmj)ers 
5 of c,le Doard of aJjust!~1('nt sllafl--L6-1)c;-r'sons-- -------
6 representing (:11e public at-ra-rgca-n-a sIla-rlnot be 
7 invol~v.c:C!_j!l_~~c;_1~~~~lb£~s..--of--i)~-r-c-:-lasi11gor--s-erCrng 
8 l-ca 1 estate.". --------------- .. ------- ---.----.--
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HOUSE FILE 174 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARDS OF ADJUSTMENT OF 

CITIES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. section four hundred fourteen point eight 

(414.8), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

414.8 MEMBERSHIP. The board of adjustment shall consist 

of five or seven members eaeft-~e as determined by the council. 

Members of a five-member board shall be appointed for a term 

of five years, excepting that when the board shall first be 

created one member shall be appointed for a term of five 

years, one for a term of four years, one for a term of three 

years, one for a term of two years, and one for a term of 

House File 174, P. 2 

one year. Members of a seven-member board shall be appointed 

for a term of five years, except when the board shall first 

be created two members shall be appointed for a term of five 

years, two members for a term of four years, one for a term 

of three years, one for a term of two years, and one for a 

one-year term. A five-member board shall not carry out its 

business without having three members present and a seven­

member board shall not carry out its business without having 

four memOers present. A majority of the members of the board 

of adjustment shall be persons representing the public at 

large and shall not be involved in the business of purchasing 

or selling real estate. Members shall be removable for cause 

by the appointing authority upon written charges and after 

public hearing. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired 

term of any member whose term becomes vacant. 

Sec. 2. Section four hundred fourteen point fourteen 

(414.14), Code 1979, is amended to read as follows: 

414.14 VOTE REQUIRED. The concurring vote of three members 

of the board in the case of a five-member board, and four 

members in the case of a seven-member board, shall be necessary 

to reverse any order, requirement, decision, or determination 

of any such administrative official, or to decide in favor 

of the applicant on any matter upon which it is required to 

pass under any such ordinance or to effect any variation in 

such ordinance. 

Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS. Of the 

two additional members which may be appointed to increase 

a five-member board of adjustment to a seven-member board 

after the effective date of this Act, one member shall be 

appointed to an initial term of five years and one member 

shall be appointed to an initial term of four years. The 

terms of office of members of a board of adjustment serving 

unexpired terms of office on the effective date of this Act, 

shall expire according to their original appointments. I 
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Sec. 4. This Act is effective January first following 

its enactment. 

FLOYD H. MILLEN 

Speaker of the House 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 174, Sixty-eighth General Assembly. 

DAVID L. WRAY 

Chief Clerk of the House 

Approved P-;~'LA1tC.1.:Lo/,----!oIa"",-__ ' 1979 

ROBERT D. RAY 

Governor 


