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A BILL FOR 
An Act changing the criminal code provision on use of 

deadly force An making an arrest to conform to a 

recent decision of the United States court of appeals 

for the eighth circuit. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

CPB•t6t51 12/72 



S.F. ~ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Chapter one thousand two hundred forty-five 

2 (1245), Acts of the Sixty-sixth General Assembly, 197G Session, 

3 chapter two (2), section four hundred eleven (411), unnumbered 

4 paragraph one (1), is amended to read as follows: 

5 A peace officer, while making a lawful arrest, LS justi-

6 fied in the use of any force which the peace officer reason­

? ably believes to be necessary to effect ~~e arrest or to de-

8 fend any person from bodily harm while making the arrest. 

9 However, the ~eee-~~~ee~-~s-;~s~~fiea~n-~in~aeed~y-~e~ee 

10 on~y-wfte~~e-e~-sfie-~easen6b~y-e~~eves-~e~-s~efi-£e~ee-is 

11 neeesse~-~e-~e¥en~aeetft-e~-se~ie~-±n;~~y-~e-eny-~e~sen7 

12 e~-w~en-~ke-~eeee-o€f±ee~-~eese~y-ee~±eves-~ke~-~fte-pe~-

1J sen-eein~-e~eseed-nes-eeMmi~~ed-e-£e~ony use of deadly force 

14 is only justified when a person cannot be captured any other 

15 way and either 

16 1. The person has used or threatened to use deadly force 

17 Ln committing a felony or 

18 2. The peace officer reasonably believes the person would 

19 usc deadly force against any person unless immediately appre-

20 hended. 

21 Sec. 2. This Act is effective on the date set forth in 

22 chapter one thousand two hundred forty-five (1245), Acts of 

23 the Sixty-sixth General Assembly, 1976 Session, chapter four 

24 (4), section five hundred twenty-nine (529). 

25 EXPLANATION 

26 This bill changes chapter 2, section 411 of the criminal 

27 code revision to bring it within the guidelines of a recent 

28 decision of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, 

29 ~attis v. Schnarr, 547 F.2d 1007 (1976). The case limits 

30 a peace officer's use of deadly force in apprehending a fleeing 

31 felon. 
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