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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to contract and bidding procedures for the 

2 repair or construction of county buildings. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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;. .. "':iend Senat-e File 21J7 as fc.!.l.c,.·,s: 
1. Page 1 1 by striking l~nes 9 t~rough 1j and 

inserting in lieu t~e=ecf t~e words ''as p~ovited in 
sectio~ twenty-~~~ee poi~~ eig~~~e~ (23.:C) cf the 
Code. 

2. Page 2, li~es 1 and 2, by s~~i~i~g t:.e wo=Cs 
''However, t~e 1' a~d inser~ing in lieu ~hereof t~e word 
''The". 

3. 
se:1cy'' 

4. 
ge!':.Cy" 

5. 

Page 2, line 3, by stri::ing t~e -..vcrC 11 a~:e!:"­
and i~serti~g in lieu t~e~eof the wcrd ''s~c~''. 
Page 2, :i~e 4, ~y striking the word ''e~er­
a~d inserti~g in lieu thereof the word nsuch''. 
?age 2, by striking line 18. 
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S.F. A./li7 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred thirty-two point seven 
2 (332.7), Code 1977, is amended by striking the section and 

3 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 332.7 CONTRACT AND BID REQUIREMENTS--EMERGENCY REPAIRS. 

5 1. If the probable cost of constructing or repairing a 

6 county building will exceed five thousand dollars, the county 

7 building shall be constructed or repaired only after bid 

8 proposals for the construction or repair have been invited 

9 by advertisement once each week for three consecutive weeks 

10 in all of the official newspapers of the county in which the 
11 work is to be done and under an express written contract. 
12 The detailed plans and specifications for such improvements 

13 shall be on file and open to public inspection in the office 

14 of the auditor of the county in which the work 1s to be done 

15 before advertisement for bids. 

16 2. If the probable cost of constructing or repairing a 

17 county building will not exceed five thousand dollars, the 

18 county building shall be constructed or repaired under an 

19 express written contract awarded through the formal bidding 

20 procedures specified in subsection one (1) of this section 

21 or through informal bidding procedures by notifying in writing 
22 at least three qualified bidders at least two weeks before 

23 letting the contract, except for repairs specified in subsec-

24 tion three (3) of this section. The informal bids received 

25 and a statement of the reasons for use of the informal pro-

26 cedure and bid acceptance shall be entered 1n the minutes 

27 of the meeting of the board of supervisors at which such 
28 action is taken. 

29 3. The provisions of subsections one (1) and two (2) of 

30 this section shall not apply to the repair costs of a county 
31 building which do not exceed five hundred dollars or to costs 

32 for emergency repairs not exceeding two thousand dollars Hhich 
33 are necessary to prevent further damage to a building and 

34 which reasonably cannot be delayed in compliance with the 

35 time requirements of the formal or informal bidding and 
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l contracting procedures provided for in this section. However, 

~ 2 the minutes of the meeting of the board of supervisors at 

• 

3 which expenditures for emergency repairs are approved shall 

4 contain a statement explaining the need for emergency repa1rs 

5 and the reasons why the formal and informal bidding and 

6 contracting procedures specified in this section could not 
7 be followed. 

8 4. 

9 county 

10 bidder 

Each contract for the repair or construction of a 

building shall be awarded to the lowest responsible 

at a time and place which shall be stated in any 

11 advertisement or written notice required under subsection 

12 one (1) or two (2) of this section. on the day specified 

13 for the awarding of a contract, the board of supervisors may 

14 adjourn the proceedings to a later time and place, of which 

15 all parties shall take notice. The board of supervisors may 

16 reject all bids and advertise or give notice for new bids 

17 as provided in this section. 

· 18 Sec. 2. This Act is effective January 1, 1979. 

19 EXP~~ATION 

20 This bill provides three bidding and contracting procedures 

21 for construction or repair of a county building. If the 

22 probable cost i.s more thar, $5, 000, formal bidding procedures 

23 including advertising for three consecutive weeks is required. 

24 If the probable cost is $5, 000 or less, informal bidding 

25 procedures i~cluding written notification to at least three 

26 c;ualified bidders two weeks before ·t:he award of the contract 

27 is required. If repair costs are $500 or less or emergency 

28 .cepairs of $2000 or less are needed, the board of supervisors 

29 is not required to follow the formal or informal procedures. 

30 Each contract mus~ be awarded to the lowest responsible 

31 bidder and the board of supervisors may reject all bids and 

32 advertise or otherwise give notice for new bids. 

33 
34 
35 
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SENATE FILE 2107 
FISCAL NOTE 

Date: February 23, 1978 
Requested by: Senator Ray Taylor 
In Compliance with a written request received February 
3, 1978, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note for 
Senate File 2107, pursuant to Joint Rule 16. Background 
information used in developing this Fiscal Note is 
available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

Senate File 2107, An Act relating to contract and bidding 
procedures for the repair or construction of county buildings. 

This bill provides three bidding and contracting procedures 
for construction or repair of a county building. If the 
probable cost is more than $5,000, formal bidding procedures 
including advertising for three consecutive weeks is required. 
If the probable cost is $5,000 or less, informal bidding pro­
cedures including written notification to at least three 
qualified bidders two weeks before the award of the contract 
ts required. If repair costs are $500 or less or emergency 
repairs of $2,000 or less are needed, the board of supervisors 
is not required to follow the formal or informal procedures. 

Each contract must be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder 
and the board of supervisors may reject all bids and advertise 
or otherwise give.notice for new bids. 

There is no anticipated fiscal effect on the state. 

Due to reduced time and paperwork requirements, this proposal 
could result in a savings to the counties. 

SOURCE: 
FILED: 

State Association of 
FEBRUARY 28, 1978 

Counties 
Gerry Rankin 
Fiscal Director 
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL BUREAU 
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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to contract and bidding procedures for the 

repair or construction of county buildings. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

= New Language 

by the Senate 

* = Language Stricken 

by the Senate 
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s.r.JitJ1 H.F. 

1 Sectio:1 1. Section ti1rec i1undreu thirty-t;.;o point seven 

7 (332.7), <.:ode 1'377, is amcndcu uy striking the section and 

3 inserting in lieu blcrcof b1c following: 

4 332.7 COA'J.'RAC'l' luW diD RJ::QUIRLM.i.:iJTS--Ll'lLRGLNCY Hl::PAIRS. 

5 1. If the probable cost of constructing or repairing a 

6 county building will exceed five thousand dollars, the county 

7 ouilding shall be constructed or repaired only after bid 

8 proposals for the construction or repair have been invited 

9 by advertisement once each week for three consecutive weeks 

10 in all of the official newspapers of the county in whicn the 

11 work is to be Jone and under an express written contract. 

12 '1',1e detailed plans and specifications for suc.1 improvements 

13 shall be on file an<l open to puolic inspection in tne office 

14 of the auditor of the county in which the work is to be done 

15 0efore advertisement for bids. 

16 2. If the probable cost of constructing or repairing a 

17 county building will not exceed five thousand dollars, t11e 

18 county building shall 0e constructed or repaired under an 

19 express writ ten co:1tract awarued tnrougi1 the formal bidding 

20 procedures specified in subsection one (1) of this section 

21 or through informal biuding procedures by notifying in writing 

22 at least three qualified bidtiers at least two weeks 0efore 

23 letting the contract, except for repairs specified in subsec-

24 tion three (3) of this section. 'i'he informal bids received 

25 and a statement of the reasons for use of tne informal pro-

26 cedure and bid acceptance shall be entered in tne minutes 

2 7 of the meeting of the board of supervisors at >1hicil such 

28 action is taken. 

29 3. The provisions of subsections one (1) and two (2) of 

30 this section shall not apply to the repair costs of a county 

31 ouild~ng which do not exceed five 11undred dollars or to costs 

32 for emergency repairs not exceeaing two thousand dollars whicn 

33 are necessary to pr~vent further oamage to a builoing and 

34 which reasonably cannot-be delayed in compliance witn the 

35 time requirements of the formal or informal bidding and 
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S. F. rl/f>? H. F • 

contracting proceuures provided for in this section. T.1e -minutes of the meeting of tne ooaru of supervisors at whicn 

expenditures for such repairs are approved sl1all contain a 

statement explaining tne ;1eed for SUCil repairs and the reasons 

why the formal and informal bidding and contracting procedures 

specifieu in t11is section could not be followed. 

4. Each contract for ~~e repair or construction of a 

county building shall be awarded to the lowest responsible 

oidder at a tir.le anc.i place wnicn shall be stated in any 

advertisement or written notice required under subsection 

one (1) or two (2) of tnis section. On the day specified 

for the awarding of a contract, the board of supervisors may 

adjourn the proceedings to a later time and place, of which 

all parties shall take notice. T11e board of supervisors may 

reject all bids anu advertise or give notice for new bids 

as provided in ~1is section. 

EXPLA.lATION 

This bill provides three bidding and contracting procedures 

for construction or repair of a county building. If the 

prooable cost is more ~~an ~5,000, formal bidding procedures 

including advertising for three consecutive weeks is required. 

If the probable cost is ~5,000 or less, informal bidding 

procedures including written notification to at least three 

qualified oidders two weeks before tne award of the contract 

is required. If repair costs are :;.sao or less or emergency 

repairs of ~2000 or less are needed, the board of supervisors 

is not requirea to follow ~1e formal or informal procedures. 

Lach contract must be awaraed to the lowest responsible 

bidder and the board of supervisors may reject all bids and 

advertise or otncrwise give notice for new bids. 
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;jl':Nl\Tf: 1-'IIJ::.. 21 o·.-· 

AN ACT 

~==~.l\':'lNG TO C0N'.'R..-'\C-r ,\Nll 3IDil!Nl~ }'RCCEi.'ORES t-':11~ THl:: ;u:J'l\iR 

()f( CC~:>TRt.:CT:(:l: 01-' CCl'NTY BUli.DWG:;. 

UY. l'J' 1-:Nl-.CT:-:D BY Til:: Gl-.tH-:FAL ,',S.SHIBI.'i ()}I Till: STATE 01-' I:1'.,'A: 

~·-~c~.ion 1. :;(:o;t. ioc U:r~~ hur.d1:ed t.lu rt·.}'-t\,'0 ;>'Hnt SI:Vf'n 

l)J,>. 7), Cod<"! 197i, s~~ amc~ndt~d ::•:,· stl'ikinq t.IH~ st~•:t.i.•:n ;;nd 

.Lnsef't . .llh: :n l~ln; t.:'"l.-:t·f!c! -::h(.• foll0WH::;: 

. 1')),7 CO:tTRACT A':{~ BID REQt.:I:<:->Hin-'1"5--Ht.F.i<:GHlC\ RH;'•,-..1'<~. 

I, i~ t.h~, fJ1"0b,1;ole cost 0!: CO:'lt>truct.l:ISI <~r: -:<.:p<\):".1.'\q ~~ 

<..:Oll11t.y bui.ldl:lt;" · .. ·ill e:<<:o<:!d fi.vr~ til'>•Js<t:ld dol;,,_·:;, t.ht' connt.y 

1Ju.1:ding ~t'.all /:r: c~-:JH;t.r.tct.cd or n:t•.-;.Lr<..d o:d·~· :dt(:l'; '.d 

pr~1po)~O<Ils f0r th." cot:!;t.nH.'t 1C1:'"l 01' H![Hti ,. L<'.'.'•: !1e~n i:l'.'it.~<: 

:Jj ild\-'O:..:l'tiS<.:TT.:..•nl GIICl: (~:tc.;;) Wf!C~k :ot· tt'.r~t~ C01\SI:C'..lt.'ll.' W•.~eJ.:S 

tr. a 1 ;;.f the offu .. ·_;•.: EC~wspap~1·,; ~1f Uw ':u\.:·,t.::,.: l:l whu;l, the 

·,.:ork is ~0 be d0n...: <:\:l<! v:tdcr <tr. ~=-=~n~~.s · ... -rt tt.<•r. cont:r.:.oc~ .. 

Thf! ,;,):.3; 11~.! pl<t:l!J ~tn.1 :·.;;-~c.Li~G,)t..l('n." for such lrr-prcv.:..:rr.:..:-.ts 

soall be :)n f:il<... :t:\:: :);>t·n t.0 j>llblic: ir:.';~'1!C~.1cn 111 th0. oft.Lce 

of th~ clL;d:.t.or --,( t .. l(.' ~-~lU.'lt.y i:t ·.~hid ~.:t~ ·.;:-,r·; lS tr; tx: done 

befcr·~ :H:vert:isl:r:l:ut 1'01' b~<!8. 

l, ~: thl"! prcbi.ll:~c ::0s1. o~ c0n:>tr·~1ctin•: 01' r·f!pail"i:'lS' " 

county bui ldi:l'! ·,.nll 'lO':". <~xc'"'l~<: :Lvt• ~hous.1:1::. C.oll<ii'S, th<.: 

count:· b.Ji ldi:w s:1<1ll b~: cunst·.ruct.Nl 01 r·~p;un.~d under 31: 

~x~·ress •,.;r.Lltcr. cot~t.r<\ct a~·c,rd~d ~:hi'Ol.qh th~ fonnal l;i~:dinq 

;>t'OC<..C.UI:t!S spP.CiflCd i:l !JUbS~(":t.'.(ol\ Onf', (1) l!f thi;; St·Ct~GTI 

O!" th:-ouqh infor·n·,,t bidC.:thT pr-.1o;cdur~$ IJ'f n0t~fyins• .1:1 -...·r.Lt . .ln-'.T 

ctl lea:.>t t.ht·ee <;:u.1llfH.•d 1:-.Ldd(!r$ <lt :c~<.n•T: t· .. ·c w.::(~k:.' bcf0l'C 

let.t.in<,l t:<'H'! cont.rc1Ct., .~xccpt tor n:pctirs ·"fC:cifi0:: i.r. s-JbSl"!C­

t.ion thn:~<: (3) of >::his !J•)ct!••n. Tho~ Lnfo!·m.:~.l biJ:~ t·cce.~vcd 

and -.:s ~tat".~;n,~nt 0f the rc~,1s0:-ts fo1· 1..se o! t:hc •r:t:.rrn~:tl 1'0-

cedure and bid acc•~;>t.an<;(~ ~it<:tll be ~nt.P.I't=-d Ln th!.! tnl:'l\l~.(•s 

of tht.: nx:t.:t .1ng <• f the :::::lard ~'f &upervisors at w:·nct'. :su_·h 

• • 
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act:ior. iu takcc. 

3. 1:.~· ;>r:ov:siocs of s-Jhs~ct.Lct:s one (1: tttH: t: .. oo) (2) of 

thl~' :.::.:..:c~i0n s:'lc1ll ~lOt. ap~ly -_o ttu; r~p .. 1ir V.)!JI'.S of a :count·; 

!>JLlding ·~·t~~-~~t: ~t n~t: (~xcel:d five Hlrdred d0l!iti'S or to coRts 

f:lr !~nl.-rt:'•-•r.-::y r .. T~LCti net ~xcecd.LIHJ t.· .. w thousaco; d0.l.lar::; · .• ;hicL 

,"If·<~ n(~o;(~~;!;ax·y to f!J't~Vt"r:t. fu:-tht:>f ,i,c:n,vJe 1.0 .1 bul ~d~ng itnO 

•..,·J· i d: r'~'~!Jllii.:.Obly canne-l'. b0 ~C~li':'Nl ir! COI'Tl ~.:me .. : w; ttl t.hc~ 

t.i:n.:..: t'•.'qu:rl'lf.l'nt!; of Uw f:)rr,,l c1 i~d:)n"t'<tl b.iddint; ;1:1d 

~·:mtt·ac::.inq rr:cedurt)S p!'0'.'idc:d f~-!· Ul t:tis ~;P.:;I:~('I\, n.P. 
minuto...•!; ~:: the n.:r.~tinq 0f ti"h~ h...,c.onl c-f :oupc~r··:is·"!r,·; at. wluc:l 

,~xp~r.di.t:nr~:"'. f0: ~;uc~ rl'P<Iir~ <li'O:..: ltfJ?rov~;; ,-.hcl: ~ ~'.)lll.<lifl <" • 

:;t."l.teJn(~llt: <..-:.:pl.u.r·.inq th•~ need for su('h ro:..:p.:li.l·s 11n~l t.:l<: t'C~·•sons 

""''"~"i t.t· . ...: f:H·n·:tl <u:d >:d('L"'I.1: b~d:~· r·t 'H'd <..::.1:1t.r.1::t . .Ln~l prc:;~dur.'S 

sp~cl!Ll·d !:1 t.O~~' sect;_)!) ::cJc!:J 1:·,:: be fl>llr,· .. ·~~d. 

!i, l:~ct ccr;truct i~r tt:c rer1a;r or ~0n~t.ruc .. .10n cf a 

.::vuct.y ~-Ji !Jirn .. ,:t-,.d: ht~ .J.",.·ar~kd ~o t.hl"! ~ow~.:.t ~.·eu;·on:;iblr~ 

b1d•h~r .. ~~- c1 t.'.thi'! .1nd p ... "<CI~ ·,.·t;io;h ~;t',al: ':>1'! st . .1U:~ in any 

.:~~i\:•)l'tL"-:••~nt. (or· writ.t.H:'l n:1tice t·c.;:1:1n;d ~:.t~dr.:r fi\ll:.:~;·:ctH•n 

or.'.: 1: • ;)I' t.wo (21 of t.hi!; SI~Ct:icon. (',r: U11~ duy ~.•pcc.:i. ficd 

for :..!1•) T,.·;u·dill'-,1 of <1 cor.~.r·ac·~, tt·.e boat·d ~~f supt..•rv.Lsors rr<!.y 

:1d ;:.ov:-n tlH! :~roc~(·loii.n:Js to .t l<lt.<~t· t.i:nt~ •lnd ;)lac!~, of whi,.;h 

all r:ar~ics uhal.l take not.Lc<.:. Tht~ toard of :~•.perv:s('rs rri.ly 

ri~J<.:Ct ctl.l toids :wd ~d'.'0rt.lS'-' or 91ve r"V.)t\<::~ for n~~-.· b.io:~; 

.. \s p~·',!\'i;ieC .:.:-. t.nis sccL.~1n, 

ARTtf'J:r·;..·;-NT:i;--­
Fr0si.dent 0~ tt~c Scnclt.~ 

lh\I.T. ""M":""-('C(:T!R.";fi" ------
5; l.'aker of tl':(.' t!:l•.l.'W 

I tl(~r<..IJy ,;(~I'T:"ify tt'.ll"~ tlus ;.)i:l oriq"inate~~ in the: .S•~n<ti'.C an~ 

LS X.n0.,.·n ll!'! SenatP. :'Lle 2107, Slxt·.y-scventt·. <;enl"!r<~l A:->~.><..!':n.bly. 

i<i:vt~J•-;--TTGui-
t'.ct..Lng S•)Cn~tary o:7 the S(~nat.c 
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