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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to the sale in this state of gas appliances 

equipped with a pilot light and providing a penalty. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

C;P&·l6\9l t217Z 

.C 
.1 



s.v. fg;A II. F. 
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Section 1. NE\'1 SECTION. DEFINITIONS. l\s used 1n this 

1\ct, unless the context otherwise requires: 

1 • 

2. 

"Commission" mean::; the IOWil state coMmerce commission. 

"Gf:ls appliance" means any nCh' res.idP.nt.lal fur.nacc, 

air conditior1er, heater, refrigerator, stove, range, 

6 dishwasher, dryer, decorative fireplace log or other similar 

7 device, exce?t a water C1eater, whicC1 uses a gaseous fuel for 

8 operation and is automatically ignited. 

9 3. "Intermittent ignition device" means an ignition device 

10 which is actuated only when the gas appliance is in operation. 

11 4. "Pilot light" means a gas operated device that remains 

12 continually operated or lighted in order to ignite a gas 

13 appliance to begin normal operation. 

14 Sec. 2. NEI-7 SECTION. PILOT LIGHTS PROHIBITED. Ne\~ gas 

15 appliances equipped with pilot lights shall not be sold or 

16 installed in this state commencing t~lenty-four months after 

17 the commission has certi:: ied an intenn ttent ignition device 

18 for the gas appliance as provided in section three (3) of 

19 this Act. The commission may determine that a:1 intermittent 

20 ignition device is not feasible for a particular gas appliance 

21 or that the use of a pilot light on a particular gas appliance 

22 1s :1ecessary for public health and safety. 

23 Sec. 3. NEiv SECTION. SPECIFICATIONS DEVELOPED. The 

· 24 commission shall not later than July 1, 1978, develop the 

25 specifications for certification of intermittent ignition 

26 devices for at least three gas appliances. The commission 

27 shall appoint a task force composed of affected consumer and 

28 industry representatives to assist in developing the 

29 specificatio~s. The specifications shall not significantly 

30 affect the price of a gas appliance compared to the price 

31 of similar electrical appliances. The specifications shall 

32 have as an objective the conservation of energy resources, 

33 shall include provisions necessary for the public health and 

34 safety a:1d shall consider initial costs to the consumer, 

35 includin~ installation and maintenance costs. ~~e commission 
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l shall certify all intermittent ignition dev.Lces which meet 

•. ,._.,,.z the specifications. 

3 S<:>c. 4. NE\-1 SECTIO:--l. NOTII'IC/\TION OF ~IANUF'l\CTURERS. 

4 Within ninety days after an intermittent ignition device has 

5 been certified by the commission, t:1e commission shall notify 

6 all gas appliance manufacturers doing business in the state 

7 concerning the prohibition of pi lot lights for the particular 

8 ga<; ap;:>liance for ~Thich the intermittent ignition device ~Tas 

9 certified. The commission shall inform the manufacturers 

10 of the actions necessary 

11 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 

to comply with this l\ct. 

SEAL OF CERTIF ICAT IOl'i. The 

12 commission shall create a seal of certification and shall 

·13 distribute the Se<!l to every manufacturer who complies \'ith 

14 this Act. The seal shall be affixed to every new appliance 

15 sold in the state for t.,.hich an intermittent ignition device 

16 has been certified. 

17 Sec. 6. NE\~ SECTION. PENALTY. Persons convicted of 

18 violating the provis1ons of section, two (2) of this Act shall 

19 be guilty o~ a simple misdemeanor. Each continuing day of 

· 20 violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

21 Sec. 7. This Act is effective January 1, 1978. 

22 EXPLANATION 

23 This bill prohibits the sale in this state o: gas appliances 

24 equipped with pilot lights for which an intermittent ignition 

25 devicr.; has been certified by the state commerce commission. 

26 The commission may determine that a pilot light on a particular 

27 gas appliAnce is necessary for the public health and safety. 

28 Because of a two-year tvaiting period imposed after 

29 specifications for certification are developed the sale of 

30 an appliance equipped with a pilot light for which a device 

31 has been certified would not be prohibited until July 1, 1980. 

32 Persons convicted of selling a gas appliance in this state 

33 which does not comply with this Act would be guilty of a 

34 simple misdemeanor. 

35 -2-
LSB 88llS 
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&~e~d Senate File 132 ~s ?a53~~ by the Se~a~~ as 

1. ?age l, line 4, b~ s~ri~~~~ the words 
''residential f~r~ace'' a~~ ~~se=~~~g i~ l~eu ~te=eo~ 
the 'Nords "::-esiC.ential c:::- ~o:r_-r;e!:".:;ial fu::-~ace -:hat 
~as an input capacity of ~ot ~ere than t~o hu~dred 
thousand British ther:nal units ?er hou!:"'u. 

2. Page 1, by s~rikir.g li~es 5 through 7 and 
inse:-ting in lieu there.-.:>: :.::.e w·c~ds '' ai~ cc~di ticr:~r, 
ra~ge or dryer which ~ses a gasecus fuel for 1

'. 

3. Page l, line 22, bv i~se=tino a:ter the ~o~d 
n safety." the words "The Previsions.., of this section 
s~all not apply to the sale and installation of a 
gas appliance· in a reside~ce that does not have a 
one h~~dred twenty volt power supply." 

4. Page 1, line 24, ~Y striki~g the numerals 
"1978" and inserting in lieu thereof the numerals 
"l979". 

5. Page 1, line 33, by striking the wo::-ds "shall 
include" and inserting in lieu thereof the ~<Ords 

. "which objectives shall be seccndary only to" . 
6. Page 1, line 33, by striking the \vOrds "the 

?ublic health and" ar.d inserting in lieu thereof the 
word "public":-

7. Pagel, line 34, by striking the word "safety" 
a:1d inserting in lieu thereo: 't-he w·ord "safety,". 

8. Page 2, line 2, by inserting after the word 
"specifications." the words "In lieu of using 
specifications developed under this section 
specifically for this state, the commission may, if 
it deems such action to be in the public interest, 
adopt appropriate national specifications developed 
by a trade association or other recognized national 
group." 

9. Page 2, lines 13 and 14, by striking the words 
"distribute the seal to every manufacturer who complies 
with this Act" and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
"distribute the seals to every manufacturer, 
distributor and dealer who requests them". 

10. Page 2, line 15, by inserting after the word 
"sold" the words "at retail ... 

11. Page 2, line 16, by inserting after the word 
"certified." the words "In lieu of using a seal 
developed under this section the co~~ission may, if 
it deems such action to be in the public interest, 
authorize use of the seal of an appropriate trade 
association or other recognized national group.". 

12. Page 2, line 19, by striking the words "Each 
continuing day of". 

13. Page 2, by striking line 20. 



S-5933 
?ac;e 2 

1 14. ?~gs 2, line 21, by st~iki~g the nu~e=als 
2 1'1973'' a~d i~se=ting in lie~ the~eof the nu~erals 
3 11 1979". 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

15. ?~se 2, ~y inser~i~g before line 21 ~he 
~ol:_c~v:.~g: 

II S.;c. ~::::~·1 s:::c'I'::o:'~. DZCOS,;..T: 1v3 G.:..s :s.;:·!PS. -- . l. c~~~e~c~~g Ja~~a~y l, 1979 a pe~son s~all ~ot 
sell or of=~= fo~ sale in his sta~e a Cecorative gas 
l~~p ~a~u:a~~~red afte~ Dec~m~er 31, 1978. 

2. As used in this section "decorative gas la'np" 
~eans a Cev~ce i~stalled for the purpose of prcduci~g 
illl!..l~i:1a-:ic:1 by burni:1g ~atu::al, ::1ixed or liquiC 
pet~cle~~ gas ~nd utilizi~g ei~he~ a ~a~tle or an 
ope~ flane 1 bu~ does not include portable canp lanter~s 
o:- gas la:n;;;s. 

3. Persons convicted of violating this section 
shall be guilty of a simple rnisde!TI.eanor." 

16. Amend the title, line 1, by inse:-ting after 
the word "of" the words "decorative gas lamps and". 

17. &7.end the title, line 2, by striking the words 
ua penalty" and inserting in lieu t!1ereo£ the word. 
"penalties". 

S-5933 FILED 
:-lJ..': 12, 1978 

REC~IVED FROM THE HOUSE 
/; .. _~ ... ·:.. ---- ~ ...;-// ~ :"fh /: :,:._' 

• 

• 

• 



82 

.-'L"end Senate File 182 as passed b;· che Senate 

1. Page 2, by inserting before line 21 the 
~ iolloh·in6: 
5 "Sec. • NEl'i SECTION. DECOR.-\TIVE GAS LAMPS. 
5 1. Cc~"-enci~g January l, 1979 a person shall not sell 
7 or o~fer for sal~ in this state a decorative gas lamp 
~ ~anufacture~ after December 31, 19i8. 
s z. ~-\s usee. in this section °decorative gas lamp" 

·• =eans a ie~ice installed for the purpose of producing 
illu2ina:ion by burning natural, mixed or liquid 

12 p~t!ole~ gas and utilizing eithe~ a nantle or an 
13 c?en fla~e, but does not include portable camp lanterns 
~~ or gas lacps. 
l5 ~. Persons convicted of violating this section shall 
16 ~e guilty of a siople misdemeanor-." 

Z. A~e~d the title, line 1, by inserting after 
:.s :;.:.e -.,Clrd. "o~tt the words "decorative gas la:7tps and". 

3. -~":e~d the title, line Z, by st:-iking the words 
2.:: ··a penalty•· and inserting in lieu thereof the ';ord 
.2: "?e:J.alties··. 

I -./; 
•• 50! 3 "t;'-T ~o iu . ."u-j--I.J.•' -.y 
:1.- ..,.. Lj .. 1. ..... - .;·/ . D 

APRIL 6, 1978 .-·',-
, -:;:;, -:"" '• 

O'HALLORA~ of Black Hawk 
HOiiELL of Floyd 
WEL~EN of Hardin 
BINNEBOESE of Ply~ut~ 
DAGGETT of Taylor 
DANKER of Pottawattamie 
DOYLE of Noodbury 
EVANS of Grundy 
GRIFFEE of C~ickasaw 
HI~KHOUSE of Cedar 
HULLINGER of Decatur 
LINDEEN of Henry 
MIDDLESWART of Warren 
NORLAND of ~lorth 
PELTON of Clinton 
PERKINS of Greene 
SVOBODA of Iowa 
VARLEY of Adair 
HOFF:-11\1-:N of Muscatine 



SENP.TE FILE 182. 
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1 Amend ·senate File 182 as passed by the Senate as 
follows: ": ... _"-,/,..2 

. 3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
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10 
l 1 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
1 8 
19 
20 
21 
22 

1. Page I, by striking lines 5 t:hr.ough 7 and 
inserting in lieu -;:hereof the words "air concH. tioner, 
range or dryer which uses a gaseous fuel for". 

2. Page 1, line 24, by striking the numerals 
"1978" and inserting in lieu thereof the numerals 
"1979". 

3. Page 1, line 33, by striking the words "shall 
include" and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
"which objectives shall be secondary only to". 

!1. Page 1, line 33, by striking the words "the 
public health ~~d" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word "public". 

5. Page 1, line 34, by striking the ~lord "safety" 
and inserting in lieu thereof the ·word "safety,". 

6. Page 2, line 19, by striking t!J.e words "Each 
continuing day of". 

7. Page 2, by striking line 20. 
8. Page 2, line 21, by striking the nu:r,erals 

"1978" and inserting L, lieu L~ereof the numerals 
"1979". 

H-5408 FILED !.:,,c.J· ' BY 
FEBRUARY 22, 1978 ~ . 

. ' ' ·; . = :- :" 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
O'HALLORAN of Black Hawk, Chair 

SE:l<A~ FILE 132 
H-5554 

1 Amend the Committee on Energy amendment, H-5408, 
Senate Fi:le 182 as follo~!S: 2 to 

3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 2 the following: 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
1 1 
12 
13 

P • Page 1, line 4, by strikina the words 
"residential furnace" and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words "residential or cow~ercial furnace that 
has an input capacity of not more than two hundred 
thousand British the=al units per hour"." 

2. Page 1, line 22, by inserting after the word 
"safety." the words "The provisions of this section 
shall not apply to L~e sale ~~d installation of a 
gas appliance in a residence that does not have a 
one hundred b1enty volt power supply." 

!:-!-5554 FI~ED ~~_-:.../;! ... ).-:: :BY DOYLE of ~·7oodbt4::y 
E\."AXS c f Gru:1dy :-!ARCH 6 , 19 i 8 f / · 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

SENATE FILE 182 

Amend Senate File 182 as follows: 
1. Paoe 2, line 2, by inserting after the word 

"specifications." the words "In lieu of using 
specifications developed under this section 
specifically for this state, the commission may, if 
it deems such action to be in the public interest, 
adopt appropriate national specificati~ns _developed 
by a trade association or other recogn1zeo nat1onal 
group." 

. . / 

H-6328 FILED j.J __ ,_ ·"-'4 .•:·; BY 
APRIL 25, 1978 '" ,._,, .. 

BIN~EBOESE of Plymouth 
EVA~S of Grundy 
HULLINGER of Decatur 
LINDEEN of Henry 
SVOBODA of Iowa 

SENATE FILE 182 
H-6329 

1 Amend Senate File 182 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, lines 13 and 14, by striking the 
3 words "distribute the seal to every manufacturer who 
4 complies with this Act'' and inserting in lieu thereof 
5 the ~<ords "distribute the seals to every manufacturer, 
6 distributor and dealer l·;ho requests them". 
7 2. Page 2, line lS, by inserting after the ~<ord 
s "sold" the words "at retail''. 
9 3. Page 2, line 16, by inserting after the word 

10 "certified." the I>Ords "In lieu of using a seal 
11 developed under this section the commission may, if 
12 it deems such action to be in the public interest, 
13 authorize use of the seal of an appropriate trade 
14 association or other :-ecogni:ed national group.". 

H-6329 FILED 4ct_: • .,_..zj ""/" BY BINNEBOESE of Plymouth 
APRIL 25, 1978 ·;. ;~<~) EVANS of Grundy 

HULLINGER of Decatur 
LINDEEN of Henry 
SVOBODA of Iowa 
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RKJ,A'i'ING TO THE SALE J.:-t THIS STATR OP m:CORA'i'IVE GAS 1...1\.MPS 

AND GAS APPI.U..X:CES EQUII>Pf:IJ lo.'ITII h PILC!i' l.IGIIT A.'\D 

I'ROVIDING PE!\ALTIES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THt-; GHNHRAL ASSf"-"tHLY OF 'Tt!E S'i'At'f: 01:' IO'NA: 

Suction 1. NEI-.' SECTIOn, DEFINITIONS. As u.<sed in this 

Act, unl.P.ss the <.."'ntext oth~r...-ise requires: 

I. "Comr·li~sion'" rnea11S the Ia,..<t state cornmor:ce e<:orm~ission. 

2. "Gas appliance" me<tns any new residential or co~rcial 

furnace th<tt h.ls an .1nput capac.Lt.y of not more thnn two hundred 

thousand British therm.::tl unit::> pet hour, a.lr com\itioner, 

ranqe or dryer which uses H gaseous fuel for operation and 

is automatically igr.ited. 

3. "Intermittent ignition device• means an ignition device 

which i!!. ~ctuatcd only when the gas appliance is in operatl.on. 

ll, "Pilot light" r•e<ms a g.ns operated device that remains 

continu<tlly oper.lt.ed or lighted in order to l.gnite a gHa. 

appliance to begin normal oper.ltion. 

Sec. 2. NEI-.' SECTION. PlLO'I' LIGHTS PfOtHBITBD. No·.,. gas 

appliances equipped wi.th pilot lights shall not be sold or 

installed in this state corr:nencing t:wonty-four tr'onths after 

the coi'Mlission h.ls certified an intermittent iqnition device 

for the gas .1ppliance as provid~d in section three.(]) of 

this Act. The corr.miss ion may determine t.h,l t an i nte rmi t tent 

iqnition device is not feasible for ll particulnr qa:s appliance 

or th<llt-. the use of a pilot liqht on a particular qas appliance 

u; ncce9sary for public healUl and aafcty. The provisions 

of this secti.on shall not-. apply to the sale and installat.ion 

of a g.u;. appliance in a residence Ul.Jt. doos not have a one 

hundred twP.nty volt power SU9PlJ'• 

Sec. 3. Nt:W SECTION. SPEClFICATlO:iS IJEVELOPEO. The 

• , 
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commia.sio!l shall not l.lt.er UHm .Tuly 1, 1979, develop the 

specifications for certific;ltion of inter-mittent ignition 

devicP.s for at least three <Jll.li appli.lnces. The cotm~ission 

sh.lll appoint cl task force composod of affected consuner and 

industry representatives to assist in developing the 

spAcifications. The specifications shall not significantly 

affe:ct the price of a gHS appliance compared to the pdce 

of sirni lar electrical Hppliances. 'fhe specifications shall 

have: no an objective the con~ervation of energy resources, 

which objectives shall be 3econdary only to provisions 

necessary for public safety, and shall consider initial costs 

to the consuwer, including inst.lllation and maintenance costs. 

'I'lw conmission shHll certify all intermittent. iqnition devices 

which meet: the apecifications. In lieu of using specifications 

dovoloped under this section specifically for this state, 

the con\n'lission may, if it deems such action to be in the 

public interest, adopt appr<lpri<.~.te national specifications 

developed by a trade association or Other recognized national 

group. 

Sec. 4, NEW SECTION. !lO'I'IFICA'I'ION OF MANUFACTURERS. 

Within ninety days after an intermittent ignition device has 

been certified by the coMmission, the commission shall notify 

all gas appliance manufacturers doing business in the state 

concerning the prohibition of pilot lights for the particular 

gas appliance foe which the intermittent ignition device was 

certified. 'I'hc oorrunission shall inform the manufacturers 

of the actions necessary to comply wit.h this Act. 

Sec. S. NEW SHCTION. SEAL OP CERTIFICATION. The 

commis!'!lon !f.h<tll create a seal of certification and shall 

distribute the seals to every manufacturer, distributor and 

dealer who requests thoru. The seal shall be affixed to every 

new J~ppliance sold at retail in the state for which an 

intermittent ignition device has boon cet·tified. In lieu 

of ua.in<l a seal develOI><!d under this section the comruission 

may, if it deems such action to be in the public intere!f.t, en 
:n -tiS 
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authorize use of the seal of an appropriate trade association 

or other recognized national group. 

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. PENALTY. Persons convicted of 

violating the provisions of section two (2) of this Act shall 

be guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. DECORATIVE GAS LAMPS. 

1. Commencing January 1, 1979 a person shall not sell 

or offer for sale in this state a decorative gas lamp 

manufactured after December 31, 1978. 

2. As used in this section "decorative gas lamp" means 

a device installed for the purpose of producing illumination 

by burning natural, mixed or liquid petroleum gas and utilizing 

either a mantle or an open flame, but does not include portable 

camp lanterns or gas lamps. 

3. Persons convicted of violating this section shall be 

guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 

Sec. 8. This Act is effective January 1, 1979. 

ARTHUR A. NEU 
President of the Senate 

DALE M. COCHRAN 
Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

~s known as Senate File 182, Sixty-seventh General Assembly. 

Approved 

ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

KEVIN P. LIGHT 
Acting Secretary of the Senate 
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