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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to amend or revise certain Code sections affected by 

2 the repeal of former chapter two hundred fifty-four 

3 (254) of the Code. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOI.;A: 
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1 Section 1. Section one hundred thirty-five B po~nt thirty-

2 one (135B.31), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

3 1358.31 EXCEPTIONS. Nothing in this division is intended 

4 or should affect in any way that obligation of public hospitals 

s under chapter 347 or municipal hospitals, as well as the state 

6 hospital at Iowa City, to provide medical treatment for 

7 indigent persons er-~~eeretl~es±s-~a~~e"~s-as-~re~~ded-±ft 

8 el'lt!J"~ers-i!5'+-t1fld. under chapter 255, wherein medical treatv1ent 

9 is provided by hospitals of that category to patients of 

10 certain entitlement, nor to the operation by the state of 

11 mental or other hospitals authorized by law. Nothing herein 

12 shall in any way affect or limit the practice of dentistry 

13 or the practice of oral surgery by a dentist. 

14 Sec. 2. Section three hundred forty-seven point sixteen 

15 ( 34 7. 16) , Code 1977, is amended by striking the section and 

16 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

17 34 7. 16 TREATMENT IN COUNTY HOSPITAL--TERl'lS. 

18 1. Any resident of a county in this state who is sick 

19 or injured shall be ent~tled to care and treatment in any 

20 public hospital established and maintained by that county 

21 under this chapter, so long as that person observes the rules 

22 of conduct prescribed by the board of hospital trustees. 

23 Each patient admitted under this subsection, or the person 

24 legally liable for that patient's support, shall pay to the 

25 board of hospital trustees reasonable compensation for that 

26 patient's care and treatment according to the rules established 

27 by the board, unless subsection two (2) of this section is 

28 applicable. 

29 2. Free care and treatement shall be furnished in a county 

30 publ~c hospital to any sick or injured person who has legal 

31 settlement under section two hundred fifty-two point sixteen 

32 (252.16) of the Code in the county maintaining the hospital, 

33 and who is indigent. The board of hospital trustees shall 

34 determine whether a person is indigent and entitled to free 

35 care under this subsection, or may delegate that determination 
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~ 1 to the overseer of the poor or the office of the department 

• 

2 of social services in that county, subject to such quidel1nes 

3 as the board may adopt in conformity with applicable statutes. 

4 3. Care and treatment may be furnished in a county public 

5 l1ospital to any s1ck or injured person who has legal settlement 

6 outside the county which maintains the hospital, subject to 

7 such policies and rules as the board of hospital trustees 

8 may adopt. If care and treatment is provided under this 

9 subsection to a person who is indigent, the county in which 

10 that person has legal settlement shall pay to the board of 

11 hospital trustees the fair and reasonable cost of the care 

12 and treatment provided by the county public hospital unless 

13 the cost of the indigent person's care and treatment is 

14 otherwise provided for. 

15 4. A county public hospital may, but shall not be required 

16 to, provide care and treatment for persons afflicted with 

17 

18 

tuberculosis. If treatment for tuberculosis is provided by 

a county public hospital, the provisions of this section shall 

19 be applicable to persons admitted to that hospital for such 

20 treatment. 

21 Sec. 3. Section three hundred forty-seven point seventeen 

22 (347.17), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

23 347.17 ACCOUNTS--COLLECTION. It shall be the duty of 

24 the trustees either by themselves or through the superintendent 

25 to make collections of all accounts for hospital services 

26 rendered £er-e~fier5 to persons other than indigent patients 

27 e~-~a~ieA~5 entitled to free care as provided in efia~~er-354 

28 section two (2) of this Act. Such account shall be payable 

29 on presentation to the person liable therefor of an itemized 

30 statement and if not paid or secured within sixty days after 

31 such presentation the said trustees shall proceed to enforce 

32 collections by such means as are necessary and are authorized 

33 to employ any person for that purpose, and if legal proceedings 

34 are required they may employ counsel, the employment in either 

35 event to be on such arrangement for compensation as the 
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1 trustees deem appropriate, provided, however, that should 

2 the county attorney act as attorney for the board in any such 

3 legal proceedings he shall serve without additional 

4 compensation. 

sec. 4. Section four 

6 (444. 12), subsection one 

7 paragraph d. 

hundred forty-four 

(1), Code 1977, is 

point twelve 

amended by striking 

8 EXPLANATION 

9 Chapters 254 and 271 of the Code 1975, which governed 

10 treatment of tuberculosis patients at county expense and the 

11 operation of the state tuberculosis sanatorium at Oakdale, 

12 respectively, were repealed by the 1976 Session of the Sixty-

13 sixth General Assembly. Sections 1 and 3 of this bill amend 

14 sections of the present Code to delete references to former 

15 chapter 254, and section 4 repeals a paragraph of the county 

16 mental health and institutions fund statute which provides 

17 for payment from that fund of the cost of tuberculosis 

18 treatment at 

19 Section 2 

county expense or in the former state sanatorium. 

of this bill rewrites section 347.16 of the Code. 

20 That section presently contains references to former chapter 

21 254 which should be deleted. However, the section is somewhat 

22 wordy and potentially confusing, so it has been rewritten. 

23 The intent is to preserve the substance of present section 

24 347.16 unchanged, except for the references to the repealed 

25 chapter 254. 
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SENATE rf r~J-: t58 

AN 1-.CT 

TO Al·Unm OR kl:VIS"F. CERTAIN COOl-: SHCTIC:-1~> /I.P"fECTJ-:[) BY fliP. 

REPE:l,J. OP FORUf-:R CJlJ\PTER Tl-.·o HUNDRED FIFTY-FOUR {254) 

of Tt(f-; com;. 

liE 1'1' F.~/'.CTED BY TIII-I. GENI·:RJI.L A.SSEM11LY OF TilE £TATI-: OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section one hundrecl thirty-five R point. thirty­

onc (13~B.JIJ, Code 1977, is nmcnded to read l(S follows: 

USB.31 EXCEPTIONS. Nothing .i:n thia divi~i.on is intended 

or should affect in any ....-ay that obli.qation of public hospitals 

under chapt<.~r 3~7 or municlpnl hospital::;., ct5 ··.-ell as the flt.atc 

hospital oll Io· ... a City, t-.o (JrO\'ide IIY.!diC;\1 treatment for 

indiqent persons 6r-tHhe~eui~e~8-patt~ftts-as-~&vtd~d-tn 

eiou!l~e~e-i!S.._-tl'f\ri under chapter 2S5 1 • ... herein medical treatiTicnt 

is provid0d by hospitah of that category to patients of 

certain enti.tlernent, nor to the operation by the state of 

mental or ()thcr hospitals authorized by la..... Nothinq herein 

shall in any way affect or lind t the pr~eticc of dentistry 

or the practice of oral surgery Ly a dentist. 

Sec, 2. 

()C0,16), 

insertinq 

347,16 

Sect ion three hundred forty-seven point 10i xteen 

Codo 1977, is amend~d by striking the section and 

in li~u ther<:of the foll.owinq: 

TREATMENT JN COt!}lTY HOSVI'J'AL--TC:RMS. 

1, Any resident of" C<>unt.y in this stale who i!i- sick 

or injured shall 00 entitled to c~rc and t.reatrrent in any 

public hospital estahlish<:d <md l"<.""lintaincd by that county 

under this chapt.:!r, no long as tl1al person ob~;erves the rul-e-s 

of conduct prC>scribed by the board of hospit.al trustees. 

t;ach patiel\t admitted under thiu sub&ection, or the person 

legally liable for that patient 1 1:i support, !!hall. pay t.o the 

board of ho~pital trustees rc-:t.:.>onable cornpensation for th..lt 

patient's care and treatment a..:cord.in.:r to the rules cst:ablished 
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by the board, unless subsection two (2) of this section is 

applicable. 

2. l're~ care and treaternent. ehall be furnished in 4 county 

public hospital to any sic~ or injured p~rson ~ho ha• legal 

settlement under section two hundred fifty-t.,.o p-:>int flixtuen 

(252.16• of the Code in th'! county flli:lintaining the hospital, 

and who is indigent. The board of hospital trUstees shall 

determine whether a person is indigent and entitled to tree 

care under this subsuction, or rr"'y delegate that detcnnination 

to the overseer of the poor or the office of tho department 

of social services in that county, subject to such guidelines 

as the board may adopt in <:onfonnity with applicable statutes. 

3. Care: and treatment. may be furnished in a county public 

hospital to any sick or injured person who has legal settlement 

outside tho county which trdintains the hospital, subject to 

such policies and rules as the board of hospital trust~es 

~y adopt. If care and treat~nt is provided under this 

subsection to a person \o'hO is indigent, t.he coW'lty in which 

that pereon has legal settlem«nt sh4ll pay to the l~and of 

hospital trustees the fair and r~asC>nablc cost of t-.he car~ 

and treatment provided by the county public hospital unless 

the cost of the indigent person's car~ and treatment is 

oth(.•rwise provided for. 

~. A count.y public hospital may. but shall not be required 

to, provide care and treatment for persons afflicted with 

tuberculosis. If tr-eatiTient for tu~rculosis is provided by 

a county public hospital, the provisions of this section shall 

be applicable to persons ad~ittcd to that hospital for such 

treatment. 

Sec. 3. Section three hundred forty-seven point seventeen 

()ll7,17) 1 Code 1977, is amondod to read as follows: 

)(17.17 ACCOU~TS--COLLEC1'ION. It shall be the duty of 

Lhe tru$tees e.i.ther by thL•mselves or t.hrough tht! !>Uperintendent 

to trake collections of all acC0unts for hospital sorvic.es 

rendered for-et.h~~a to persons other than indigent p.lt.ients 
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e~-~a~~eH~s entitled to free care as provided in efla~~e~-r5~ 

section two (2) of this Act. Such account shall be pay.able 

on presentation to the person liable therefor of an itemized 

statement and if not paid or secured within sixty days after 

such presentation the said trustees shall proceed to enforce 

collections by such means as are necessary and are authorized 

to employ any person for that purpose, and if legal proceedings 

are required they may employ counsel, the employment in either 

event to be on such arrangement for compensation as the 

trustees deem appropriate, provided, however, that should 

the county attorney act as attorney for the board in any such 

legal proceedings he shall serve without additional 

compensation. 

Sec. 4. Section four hundred forty-four point twelve 

(444.12), subsection one (1), Code 1977, is amended by striking 

paragraph d. 

ARTHUR A. NEU 
President of the Senate 

DALE M. COCHRAN 
Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 158, Sixty-seventh General Assembly. 
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ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

KEVIN P. LIGHT 
Acting Secretary of the Senate 
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