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An Act to amend or revise certain Code sections affected by
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the repeal of former chapter two hundred fifty-four
(254) of the Code.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IQOWA:
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Scction 1. Section one hundred thirty-five B point thirty- .
one (135B.31), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows:

135B.31 EXCEPTIONS. Nothing in this division is intended
or should affect in any way that obligation of public hospitals
under chapter 347 or municipal hospitals, as well as the state
hospital at Iowa City, to provide medical treatment for
indigent persons er-tubercuieszs-patienrts-as-previded-in
ehapeera-2354-and under chapter 255, wherein medical treatment
is provided by hospitals of that category to patients of
certain entitlement, nor to the operation by the state of
mental or other hospitals authorized by law., Nothing herein
shall in any way affect or limit the practice of dentistry

or the practice of oral surgery by a dentist.

Sec. 2. Section three hundred forty-seven point sixteen
(347,76}, Code 1977, is amended by striking the section and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

347.16 TREATMENT IN COUNTY HOSPITAL--TERMS.

1. Any resident of a county in this state who is sick .
or injured shall be entitled to care and treatment in any
public hospital established and maintained by that county
under this chapter, so long as that person observes the rules
of conduct prescribed by the board of hospital trustees.

Each patient admitted under this subsection, or the person
legally liable for that patient's support, shall pay to the
board of hospital trustees reasonable compensation for that
patient's care and treatment according to the rules established
by the board, unless subsection two {2) of this section is
applicable.

2. Free care and treatement shall be furnished in a county
public hospital to any sick or injured person who has legal
settlement under section two hundred fifty-two point sixteen
(252.16) of the Code in the county maintaining the hospital,
and who is indigent. The board of hospital trustees shall
determine whether a person is indigent and entitled to free
care under this subsection, or may delegate that determination .
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the overseer of the pcor or the office of the department

social services in that county, subject to such guidelines

the board may adopt in conformity with applicable statutes.

3. Care and treatment may be furnished in a county public
hospital to any sick or injured person who has legal settlement
outside the county which maintains the hospital, subject to
such policies and rules as the board of hospital trustees
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may adopt. If care and treatment is provided under this
subsection to a perscon who is indigent, the county in which

N

that person has legal settlement shall pay to the board of

~
(=}

nospital trustees the failr and reasonable cost of the care
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and treatment provided by the county public hospital unless

—
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the cost of the indigent person's care and treatment is

—
[

otherwise provided for.
4. A county public hospital may, but shall not be required
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to, provide care and treatment for persons afflicted with
tuberculosis., If treatment for tuberculosis is provided by

a county public hospital, the provisions of this section shall
be applicable to persons admitted to that hospital for such
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treatment.

Sec. 3. Section three hundred forty-seven point seventeen
(347.17), Code 1977, 1is amended to read as follows:

347.17 ACCOUNTS--COLLECTION. It shall be the duty of

the trustees either by themselves or through the superintendent
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to make ceollections of all accounts for hospital services

rendered fer-eothers to pexrsons other than indigent patients
or-patienes entitled to free care as provided in ehapter-254
section two (2) of this Act. Such account shall be payable
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on presentation to the person liable therefor of an itemized

(%]
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statement and if not paid or secured within sixty days after

w
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such presentation the said trustees shall proceed to enforce

W
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collections by such means as are necessary and are authorized
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to employ any person for that purpose, and if legal proceedings
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are required they may employ counsel, the employment in either

L
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event to be on such arrangement for compensation as the

[
v
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trustees deem appropriate, provided, however, that should

the county attorney act as attorney for the board in any such

legal proceedings he shall serve without additional

compensation,

Sec. 4. Section four hundred forty-four point twelve
(444.12), subsection one (1), Code 1977, is amended by striking

paragraph d.
EXPLANATION

Chapters 254 and 271 of the Code 1975, which governed
treatment of tuberculosis patients at county expense and the

operation of the state tuberculosis sanatorium at Oakdale,
respectively, were repealed by the 1976 Session of the Sixty-
sixth General Assembly. Sections 1 and 3 of this bill amend
sections of the present Code to delete references to former
chapter 254, and section 4 repeals a paragraph of the county

mental health and institutions fund statute which provides

for payment from that fund of the cost of tuberculosis

treatment at county expense or in the former state sanatorium.
347.16 of the Code.

Section 2 of this bill rewrites section
That section presently contains references
254 which should be deleted. However, the
wordy and potentially confusing, so it has

The intent 1s to preserve the substance of

to former chapter

section is somewhat

been rewritten.

present section

347.16 unchanged, except for the references to the repealed

chapter 254,
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SENATE FILE 158

AR RCT
TO AMEND QR REVISE CERTARIN CODE SECTICNS AFPFECTED BY THE
REPEAL. OF FORMER CMAPTER TWO HUNMDRED FIETY~-FOUR {254}
UF THE CODE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMRLY OF THE STATE OF lOWA:

Section 1. Section onc hundred thirty-five B point thirty~-
one {135B.31], Code 1377, is amended to read s follows:

125B.31 EXCEPTIONS. Nothing in this division is intended
or should affect in any way that obligation of public hospitals
under chapter 347 or municipal hogpitals, as well as the state
hospital at lowa City, to provide medical treatment for
indigent persons sr-tuberesissza-patients-ax-provided-in
ehaptera-254-and under chapter 255, wherein medical treatment
ig provided by hospitals of that category to paticnts of
certain entitlement, nor to the operation by the state of
mental or other hospitals authorized by law. Nothing hercin
shall in any way affect or limjt the practice of dentistry
or the practice of oral surgery by a dentist,

S5ec. 2. Section three bundred forty-seven point sixtecn
(347.16), Code 1977, is amended by striking the section and
inscrting in lieu thercof the following:

347,16 TREATHMENT IN COUNTY HOSPITAL--TZRMS.

1. Any regident of a county in this state who 18 sick
or injured shall be entitled to carc and trestment in any
public hospital established and maintained by that county
under this chapter, so long as that person observes tlic rules
of conduct prescribed by the board of hospital trustecs.

Each patient admitted under this subsection, or the pcerson
legally liable for that paticent's support, shall pay to the
board of hospltal trustees reasonable compensation for that
patient's car2 and traatment accordinyd to the rules cstablished

@
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by the board, unless subsection two (2) of this section is
applicable.

2. ¥ree carc and treatement shall be furnished in a county
public hospital teo any sick or injured person who has legal
settlement under section two hundred fifty-two point sixteen
(252.16) of the Code in the county maintaining the hospital,
and who is indigent. The board of hospital trustees shall
determine whether a person is indigent and entitled to free
care under this subsection, or may delegate that cdetermination
to the oversecer of the poor or the office of the department
of social services in that county. subject to such guidelines
as the board may adopt in conformity with applicable statutes.

3. cCarc and treatment may be furnished in a county public
hospital to any sick or injured person who has lcgal settlement
cutside the county which maintains the hogpital, subject to
such policics and rules as the board of hospital trustees
may adopt. If care and treatment is provided under this
subsection to a person who is indigent, the county in which
that person has legal scttlement shall pay to the board of
hospital trustces the fair and reasonable cost of the care
and treatment provided by the county public hospital unless
the cost of the indigent person's care and treatment is
otherwise provided for.

4. A county public hospital may, but shall not be required
to, provide care and treatment for persons afflicted with
tuberculosis, [f treatment for tuberculosis is provided by
a county public hospital, the provisions of this section shall
be applicable to persons admitted to that hospital for such
treatment.

Sec. 3. Section three hundred forty-seven point geventeen
(347,171, Code 1977, i3 amended to read as follows:

Ju7.17  ACCOURTS--COLLECTION. It shall be the duty of
the trustees either by themselves oy through the superintendent
to make collections of all accounts for hospital scrvices
rendered $#or-sthers to persons other than indigent patients
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er-pattents entitled to free care as provided in ehepter-254
section two_ (2) of this Act., Such account shall be payable

on presentation to the person liable therefor of an itemized

statement and if not paid or secured within sixty days after

such presentation the said trustees shall proceed to enforce

collections by such means as are necessary and are authorized

to employ any person for that purpose, and if legal proceedings
are required they may employ counsel, the employment in either
event to be on such arrangement for compensation as the
trustees deem appropriate, provided, however, that should
the county attorney act as attorney for the board in any such
legal proceedings he shall serve without additional
compensation,

Sec. 4. Section four hundred forty-four point twelve
(444.12), subsection one (1), Code 1977, is amended by striking
paragraph d.
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