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1 An Act providing for the promulgation of energy efficiency 
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standards for buildings and factory built structures in the 

state building code. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H. F. 7S 

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred three A (103A), Code 

2 1977, is amended by adding the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS. 

4 1. The commissioner shall, with the approval of the 

5 advisory council, promulgate standards for inclusion in the 

6 state building code designed to conserve energy in buildings 

7 and factory built structures. Provisions of the state building 

8 code establishing energy conservation standards, including 

9 thermal efficiency standards shall apply to all new 

10 construction throughout the state regardless of whether or 

11 not the construction is located in a governmental subdivision 

12 which has adopted the state building code. Provisions of 

13 the state building code which establish lighting efficiency 

14 standards shall apply as well to all buildings in the state 

15 which are open to the public. Notwithstanding the definition 

16 in subsection fifteen (15) of section one hundred three A 

17 point three (103A.3) "construction" as used in this section 

18 is limited to the erection of new buildings or factory built 

19 structures and additions to existing buildings or factory 

20 built structures and does not include renovations or repairs. 

21 "Existing building or factory built structure" as used in 

22 this section means buildings or factory built structures 
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intended for 

occupancy on 

architectural 

1978. 

human occupancy which are occupied or ready for 

January 1, 1978 or for which engineering and 

plans have been finalized prior to January 1, 

27 2. Energy efficiency standards established in the state 

28 building code shall be administered and enforced by the state 

29 building code commissioner, however local administration and 

30 enforcement apparatus and procedures available pursuant to 

31 section one hundred three A point nineteen (103A.19) of the 

32 Code shall be used whenever possible •. 

33 Sec. 2. Section one hundred three A point ten (103A.10), 

34 ~ubsection two (2), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

35 2. ~he Except as provided in section one (1) of this 
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1 Act, the state building code shall be applicable: 

2 Sec. 3. Section one hundred three A point twenty-two 

3 (103A.22), subsection one (1), Code 1977, is amended to read 

4 as follows: 

5 1. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as 

6 prohibiting any governmental subdivision from adopting or 

7 enacting any building regulations relating to any building 

8 or structure within its limits, but a governmental subdivision 

9 in which the state building code has been accepted and is 

10 applicable or in which the energy conservation provisions 

12 

11 of the state building code are applicable shall not have the 

power to supersede, void, or repeal or make more restrictive 

any of the provisions of this chapter or of the rules adopted 

by the commissioner. 
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Sec. 4. This Act is effective January 1, 1978. 

EXPLANATION 

This bill requires the state building code commissioner 

to promulgate energy efficiency standards for buildings and 

factory built structures as part of the state building code. 

The standards would apply to all new buildings in the state 

constructed after January 1, 1978 and to all additions to 

existing buildings made after that date. Other provisions 

of the building code are applicable only to state owned 

buildings, all factory built structures and to other buildings 

and structures located in a governmental subdivision which 

chooses to adopt the code. An existing building or factory 

built structure is defined as including those buildings or 

structures for which engineering and architectural plans have 

been finalized as of January 1, 1978 (which gives the 

commissioner six months to promulgate standards). The bill 

does not affect renovations to existing buildings. Energy 

standards shall be administered and enforced by the 

commissioner but local administration and enforcement shall 

be used whenever possible. 
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PAGE 9 FISCAL NOTE 
HOUSE FILE 75 

Date Prepared March 16, 1977 
Requested by Representative Mary O'Halloran 
Prepared in regard to H.F. 75, Amendment H-3114, An Act providing 

for the promulgation of energy efficiency standards for buildings 
and factory built structures in the state building code. Following 
is the fiscal effect in dollars of the legislative proposal as 
required by Joint Rule 16: 

The total estimated first-year cost of this proposal would be $77,000. 
Estimated cost for second year and subsequent years would be $45,000 per 
year. 

It should be noted that the Energy Policy Council vL511 apply for federal 
funds through Public Law 94-163 and through proposed HUD grants in Public 
Law 94-385 and if received will reduce the amount required. 
Source: State Building Code Commissioner 

FILED 
MARCH 22, 1977 

GERRY D. RANKIN 
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL BUREAU 
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HOUSE FILE 75 

Amend amendment H-3114 to House File 75 as 
.follows: 

1. Page 2, by inserting after line 12 the 
following: 

"Sec. 5. Section one hundred three A point 
nineteen (103A.l9), Code 1977, is amended by 
adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

NEW UNNDr.ffiERED PARAGRAPH. The specifications 
for all buildings to be constructed after the 
effective date of this Act and which exceed a total 
volume of 100,000 cubic feet shall be reviewed by 
a registered architect or registered engineer for 
compliance with applicable energy efficiency 
standards. A statement that a review has been 
accomplished and that the design is in compliance 
with the energy efficiency standards shall be 
signed and sealed by the responsible registered 
architect or registered engineer. This statement 
shall be filed with the commissioner prior to 
construction. Buildings which are to be used 
primarily for agricultural purposes shall be exempt 
from the requirement of this section. If the 
specifications relating to energy efficiency for a 
specific structure have been approved, additional 
buildings may be constructed from those same 

plans and specifications without need of 
further approval if construction begins within 
five (5) years of the date of approval. Alterations 
of a structure which has been previously approved 
shall not reauire a review because of these changes, 
provided the~basic structure remains unchanged." 

H-3460 FILED, ADOPTED 
APRIL 1 , 19 7 7 ( p i I 1,2 } 

BY JUNKER of Woodbury 
EVANS of Grundy 



HOUSE FILE 75 

H-3322 

1 Amend amendment H-3114 to House File 75 as 
·2 follows: 
3 1. Page 2, line 51 by striking the word "fifty" 
4 and inserting in lieu thereof the words none hundred". 
5 2. Page 2, line 18 I by striking the word II frf-zt=-=y-rr--13-----
6 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "one hundred". 

H-3322 FILED A~ .. <t~~R77 BY EVANS of Grundy 
M.i:\.RCH 18, 1977 " ( 1172) t;;l. w.c9-. (ut:.cr) 

HOUSE FILE 75 

H-3323 

1 Amend H-3114 to House File 75, as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 22, by striking the words 
3 "and lighting". 
4 2. Page 2, by striking lines 8 through 12. 

H-3323 FILED-o<~ '~-~ (;1" 7)BY WEST of Marshall 
M.i:\.RCH 18, 1977 

HOUSE FILE 75 
H-3386 

1 Amend amendment H-3114 to House File 75 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 2 I line 22, by striking the words a and 
4 lighting". 

H-3386 FILED-d~~BY EVANS of Grundy 
MARCH 23, 1977.oj-33..:?..<A '+1/(t/72) 

HOUSE FILE 75 
H-3387 

1 Amend amendment H-3114 to House File 75 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 2, line 23, by inserting after the word 
4 "made" the words "and that the design is in compliance". 

H-3387 FILED - 0'"~~y EVANS of Grundy 
MARCH 2 3 , 19 7 7 6-f' 3 3..;: ~ A <../I (!/ ~ 2 i 
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HOUSE FILE 75 

H-3317 
1 Amend H-3114 to House File 75 as follows: 
2 Page 2, by striking lines 6 an.d 7~ 

H-3317 FILED- o(,y....t- f~{li76J BY LIPSKY of L~nn 
Kl\RCH 17, 1977 JESSE of Polk 

HOUSE FILE 75 

H-3316 
1 Amend amendment H - 3114 to Ho~se File 75 as follows: 
2 1. Paoe 1, line 36, by inse~t~ng after the word 
3 "building" the '\-lOrds "or class of buildings". 

~ ;; 
•· 3316 ,..,IT?O·t:i. 'II BY EVANS of Grundy c- .t "-''"' - ( lit/> 7) 
?·LZl..RCH 17 1 1977 f· 

HOUSE FILE 75 

H-3314 

1 Amend amendment H-3114 to House File 75 as 
2 follows: 
·3 1. Page 1, line 36, by inserting after the word 
4 ''building." the words "Lighting efficiency standards 
5 shall recognize variations in lighting intensities 
6 required for the various tasks performed within the 
7 buildin ." 
8 2. Page 2, line 12, by inserting after the word 
9 "state" the words "and to all new construction/ in 

lO the state/of buildings which are open to the general 
11 public during normal business hours .. " 

E-3314 FILED-4~ <~-~) BY HOWELL of Floyd· 
K;.RCn 17, __ 1'? 7_7_. _ ( P· /1
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HOUSE FILE 75 

Amend amen~uent H-3114 to House File 75 as. 
follows: . .. · . 

1. Page l, line 17, by inserting azter the 
word "repairs." the follovring: 

"The term 11 nev1 construction" as used in this 
;,ec~ion sh~ll nc;>t include "custom built" single 
~ruu~ly resldent~al units to be occupied by the 
owner. For purposes of this section "custom 
built" means those units which are designed and 
built according to L~e owners specifications 
and does not include ~~ose units which are built 
according ~o a builders design and which design 
or specifications are also used in the building 
of tract homes by that builder unless the Ol-iner 
has.substantially altered the design or specifi­
ca tlon of the u...Tl.i t." 

H"-3309 FILED, LOST (in) BY BROCKETT of .Narshall 
t-!..!,.?-CS 17, 1977 
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HOUSE FILE 75 

Amend amendment H-311.4 to House File 75 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by striking lines 4 through 50. 
2. Page 2, by striking lines 1 _through 26 and 

~nserting in lieu thereof the following: 
••section 1., NE"vi SECTION. This Act may be cited 

as the »Iowa Building Code Act". 
Sec. 2.. N~'l SECTION. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND 

INTENT. uniformity of building codes and ufiiformity 
in procedures for enforcing codes throughout the 
nation and the state are matters of nationwide and 
statewide interest and concern in that unifo~ty 
would increase the efficiency of the building industry 
and further assure the safety of its products. 

The cost of conventional housing has risen to a 
height that effectively prevents many families from 
purchasing homes. This is a serious social and 
economic problem. A goal of this Act is to minim~ze 
the cost of acceptable housing consistent with the 
need to main tai.n the publ~c health and welfare. · 
Therefore, administration of this Act will include 
a continuing imaginative program to seek out, evaluate, 
and promote new concepts, new materials, and new 
techniques which show promise of reducing costs and 
providing better housing to the citizens .of this 
state. 

Sec.. 3 ~ NEti SECTION. APPLICABTI.ITY~ADOPTION 
PROCEDURE.· 

· J.. The standards, requirements, and specifications 
set forth in this Act shall apply to: 

a. All public buildings constructed by any 
political subdivision of the state. 

b. All factory built structures, including mobile 
homes and mobile home parks throughout the state~ 

c. All buildings and construction owped by the 
state and all buildings constructed on state lande 

d. All construction of buildings in each 
governmental subdivision of the state which has adopted 
a building code. 

2.. Energy conservation standards and requirements 
promulgated under the authority of section eight (8}, 
subsection one {l) , paragraph c of this Act, including 
those standards and requirements related to ther.mal 
efficiency, shall apply to all new buildings and con­
struction throughout the state. Standards relating 
to lighting efficiency shall apply as well to all 
existing public buildings. 

"Construction'~ as used in this subsection is l:i::rn.:tted 
to the erection of new buildings or factory built · 
structures and additions to existing buildings or 
factory built structures and does not include 
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renovations or repairs. ~Exist~ng building or factory 
built structure~ as used in this subsection means 
buildings or factory bull t structures intended for 
human occupancy which are occup~ed or ready for 
occupancy on January 1, 1978 or for which engineering 
and architectural plans have been finalized prior 
to January 1, 1978. . 

3. The standards, requirements, and specifications 
set forth in this Act shall not apply to buildings 
in unincorporated areas wh.ich are used and continue 
to be used primarily for agricultural purposes nor 
to 01;mer-occupied fcu:mhouses or other farm buildugs 
which are primarily adapted, by reason of nature and 
area, for use for agricultural purposes, wh.ile so 
used or while under construction for such use, unless 
such buildings are dwellings which are factory built 
structures. 

4. The appropriate divisions of the state builcting 
code shall be applicable in each governmental 
subdivision of the state.in which the governing body 
has adopted or enacted a resolut~on or ordinance 
accep~g the applicability of one or more d~visions 
of the code and shall have filed a certif~ed copy 
of the resolution or ordinance in the office of the 
commissioner and in the office of the secretary of 
state. The applicable divisions of the state building 
code shall become effective in the governmental 
subdivision upon the date fixed by the governmental 
subdivision resolution or ordinance. The effective 
date shall be no later than six months after the date 
of adoption of the resolution or ordinance. 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. DEFmJ:TIONS. As used in 
this Act, unless a different meaning is clearly 
indicated by the context: . 

1. "Building~ means any combination of materials 
which comprises a structure, whether portable or 
fixed, affording facilities or snelter for any use 
or occupancy. The word "building" shall be construed 
as if followed by the words "or part or parts thereof 
and all equipment therein" unless the context clearly 
requires a different meaning. 

2. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the 
department of building codes. 

3. "Construction" means the erection, fabrication,. 
reconstruction, demolition, alteration, conversion, 
or repair of a building, or the installation of 
equipment therein. 

4. "Council" means the building code council of 
the department of building codes, 

5. "Department" means the department of b11lding 
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codes .. 

oo •Equipment,. means facilities or. installations, 
including, but ·not limited to, plumbing, heating, 
electrical, ventilation, air conditioning and 
refrigeration facilities, elevators, dumbwaiters, 
escalators, boilers, flre protection systems or 
equipment, and pressure vessels. 

7. "Local. enforcement agency" means an agency 
of local government with authority to make inspections 
of buil.dings and to enforce the laws, ordinances, 
and rules enacted by the state and by the. local 
government which establish standards and requirements 
applicable to the construction, alteration, repair, 
occupancy, or demolition of buildings. · 

8. "Local government" means a county, city, or 
combination thereof with authori.ty to establish. 
standards and requirements applicable to the 
constructio •:1, alteration, repair, occupancy, . :or 
demolition of ·buildings. 

9. . "Factory built ·structure" means any building 
which is of closed construction and whi.ch. is made. 
or assembJ.ed in manufacturing facil.ities, on or off 
the building site, for installation, or assembly and 
i.nstall.ation, on the building site. ""Factory built 
structure•• al.so means any building :-::of open construction 
for which certification under this Act is sought by 
the manufacturer and which is made or assembled in 
manufacturing facilities away from·±he building site 
for install.ation, or assembly and installation, on 
the building site. 

1.0 0 "Mobile home system" rlleans plans, 
specifications, and documentation for a ~stem.~f 
mobile homes, which may include structural, electrical., 
mechanical, plumbing, and fire protection systems, 
and other systems affecting health and safety, 
including variations which are submitted as part of 
the mobile home system. 

11. "Recreational vehicle"" means a vehicular unit 
primarily designed as temporary living quarters for 
recreational, camping, or travel use, which either 
has its own motive power or is designed to be mounted 
on or drawn by another vehicle. 

12. "Closed construction" means any structure, 
building, component, :assembly, or syst~~-manufactured 
in such a manner that all portions cannot be readily. 
inspected at the installation site without being 
disassembled, damaged, or destroyed. 

13. "Open construction~ means any structure, 
building, component, assembly, _or .:system . .manufactured 
in such a manner that all portions can be readily· 

...J 
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1 inspected at the installation site without being 
2 disassembled, damaged, or destroyed. 
3 Sec. 5. _ NEW' SECTION. DEPARTMENT CREATED~ There 
4 is created a department of building codes.. The chief 
5 administrative officer of the department shall be 
6 the commissioner of building codes, who shall be 
7 appointed by the governor, with the approval of two-
S thirds of the members of the senate, and shall serve 
9 at the governor•s pleasure. 

10 The commissioner shall be selected on the basis 
11 of his technical and administrative abilities at an 
12 annual salary as fixed by the general assembly. The 
1~ appointment or removal of the commissioner shall not 
14 be subject to the provisions of chapter nineteen A 
15 (~9A} of the Code. 
16 Sec. 6. NE"R SECTION. CDr~-IISSIONER'S DUTIES. 
17 The commissioner shall: 
18 ~. Recommend to the council the adoption of rules 
19 that are necessary for the effective administration 
2 o of the department. 
21 2. Direct and administer _the programs and services 
22 of the department in compliance with the rules adopted 
23 by the council. 
2 4 3. Perform other duties assigned by the council. 
25 4. Prepare, with council approval, th.e budget 
26 request for the department. 
27 s. Appoint with the approval of the council the 
28 technical, professional, secretarial, and clerical 
29 staff necessary to accomplish the purposes of this 
30 Act, subject to the provisions of chapter nineteen 
31 A n9A) of the Code. 
32 6. Be authorized tO appoint a member of his or 
33 her staff to be acting ::commissioner in his or her 
34 absence. The acting commissioner shall have the 
35 powers delegated to him or her by the commissioner, 
36 The commissioner and other employees of the 
37 department shall receive, in addition to salary, their 
38 necessary expenses when engaged in the performance 
39 of official business. 
40 7. Administer and enforce the provisions of chapter 
41 one hundred four A (104A) of the Code. 
42 Sec. 7. NR"w SECTION. BUILDING CODE COUNCIL. 
43 A building code council is created. The council shall 
44 consist of seven members five of whom .are qualife.d 
45 by experience or training to provide a broad or 
46 specialized expertise on matters pertaining to areas 

• 

47 subject to this Act. 
4 a :~1e.m0ers. of the council shall be appointed by the 
49 governor for four~ear ter.ms of office. and shall serve. 
so until qualified successors are_ appointed. No more 

L ...1 
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, 
than four members of the council .. sh.all be of the same 
pol~tical affiliat~on. The state building code 
advisory council meQbers appointed under section one 
hundred three A point fourteen (].03Ao1.4} of the Code 
shall continc.~ to serve as members of the council 
created by this ~section until their terms expire, 
or until vacancies otherwise occur, at which times 
the governor shall appoint new members~ 

M~"ilbers of the council shall receive a per diem 
of forty dollars for each day actually spent attending 
to the business of the council and be compensated 
for necessary expenses incurred in the perfo~ance 
of their duties. 

The council shall meet at the.written request of 
·the commissioner or of three or more members of the 
council. 

The council shall establish rules for its internal 
operation. The council may establish. committees and 
provide funding. 

The ~ouncil shall be part of the. department of 
building codes and shall exercise its powers, duties, 
and functions independently of th.e department of 

· building codes, except that all budgeting, procurement, 
and related functions shall be under the direction 
and supervision of the commissioner of the department 

. of building ··codes. 
A member shall not act as a member of the council 

or vote as such in connection with any matter in which 
he has a private interest. 

Sec. 8. NE"'W' SECTION. POWERS OF COUNCJ:L AND 
· COMMISSIONER. 

1.. The con::.-nissioner shall, and any other interested 
party may propose rules. The council shall adopt 
and may amend or repeal rules, subject to chapt~ 
seventeen A (l7Al of the Code. After adoption by 
the council, the commissioner shall publish, 
administer, and enforce the rules. The rules shal.1. 
cover the following: 

a. The construction and inspection of all buildings 
and structures which are subject to the state building 
.code. 

b. The use or occupancy of buildings .. 
c. Standards and require.TUents for ma te.rials and 

equipment to be used in buildings including, but not 
limited to, standards and requirements for safety·, 
energy conservation~ ingress and egress, and sanitarr 
conditions. 

d. Standards, specifications, and requirements 
for the manufacture. of factory built structures, 
building components:, ~:and mobi.le. homes'!. 

L 



1 e. Standards, :specifications, . .and requirements 
2 for installation of factory built structures, 
3 componentsL ·and mooile homes. 
4 f. Requirements for building systems and compliance 
5 assurance programs. 
6 g. Standards, specifications, and requirements 
7 for a state housing oode applicable to new and existing 
8 dwellings, and provisions for its enforcementG A 
9 state housinq~ode shall not apply to existing single-

10 faml.ly residences occupied by tbe owner or the owner•s 
ll family. 
12. hG Standards, specifications, and requirements 
1-3 for mobile home park and recrea ti.onal vehicle park 
14 installations. · 
15 i. Standards, specifications, and requirements 
16 for fire prevention and safety in buildi.ngs and 
17 structures and provisions for their enforcement. 
18 j. Standards, specifications, requirements, and 
19 provisions· for enforcement for maki.ng buildings: and 
20 faci.lities ·accessible to and usable by the handicapped. 
21 Rules adopted to implement thi.s paragraph. shall 
22 recognize the need for a reasonable balance between 
23 benefits to the handicapped and the cost of achiev1ng 
24 these benefits and shall permit individual cases to 
2 5 be decided on their merits. · 
26 k. The establiShment of classifications of fire 
27 zones pursuant to section thirteen (1.31, s·ubsecti.on 
28 two (21, of this Act. 
29 1. Policy relating to maintenance and restoration 
30 of buildings of historic interest. This policy shall 
31 permit great latitude in design, materials, and 
32 techniques to insure historic authenticity. 
33 m. The administration and enforcement of tlds 
34 Act. 
35 2. The commissioner may propose and the council 
36 may adopt the codes, standards, and requirements which 
37 apply to buildings and are promulgated by such 
3 8 organizations as the building officials and code 
39 administrators international, inc., international 

·-- 40 conference of building :officials, southern building 
- 41 -- code congress, council of american building officials, 
- 42 and other nationally recognized organizations including 

43 governmental agencies, if the council determines that 
44 any such code meets the following requiret~ents: 
45 a. rts adoption will not substantially reduce 
46 regional uniformity of building regulations. 
47 b. rt does not discriiuinate against particular 
48 technologies:, techniques, .trades, .or .materials, 
49 c. rt does not unnecessarily incr~se the .cost 
50 of constructi.on in th.e state. . 
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d.. I't will protect the public . .health, . .safety, 

and welfare within the state. 
e., The state may participate in the code 

modification proceedings of the model code group whose 
code is proposed to be adopted. 

If the council det~nes that all of the codes 
fail to meet one or more of the requirements, .the 
council shall adopt·a code which is comprised of one 
o:z:- more of the model codes or .. whi.ch. is amended to 
the extent necessa~ to m-aet the requirements. 

. 3.. The council shaJ.l : 
a. Establish procedures for implementation of 

the transi.tion from chapters one .hundred three A 
(103A} and four hundred thirteen (413) of th.e Code 

· to this Act. 
b. Hold a public hearing prior to adopting any 

rule, following ·:adequate public .notice. 
c. ~1ake a ·continual study of the operation ·of 

the I'owa building code and other laws relating to 
the cons.truction of buildings to ascertain their 
effect upon the cost of building constructi.on and 
determine the effectiveness of their provisions. 

·d. Hear appeals pursuant to section fi.fteen 0.51 
of this.Act. 

- e. Decide, upon application by a private. party· 
or a local enforcement agency,:±hat new technologies, 
techniques, ··and materials which have bee.n tested, 
where necessary, and found to meet the objectives 
of the Iowa building code, shall be deemed to meet 
that code. These determinations are binding upon 
all local ·enforcement agencies throughout the state 
unless otherwise qualified by the council. 

f. l1ake a continual study to seek out, evaluate, 
and promote new concepts, new materials, and new· 
techniques which show promise of reducing costs and 
providing better housing to the citizens of this 
state. 

4. The council or commissioner may: 
a. Require or provide for the testing of materials, 

devices, and methods of construction. 
b. Appoint experts, consultants, technical 

advisors, and advisory committees for assistance and 
recommendations relative to the formulation of the 
rowa building code. 

c. Formulate rules for the issuance and revocation 
of permits for building .construction and occupancy 
permits. 

Sec. 9. i~ SECTION. IOWA BUILDING CODE. 
1. The rules published pursuant to section eigh.t 

(8 I of t.l-J.is Ac·t shall comprise and collectively be 
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known as the :rowa building code. 

2. The Iowa. bo.~lding code shall be designed to 
achieve the following spec~f~c ~bject~ves: 

a. Provide uniform standards and requirements 
for construct~on and construction materials. 

o. To the extent practicable, set forth the 
standards, specifications, and requirements in terms 
of performance objectives, to facilitate the use of 
new technologies, techniques, and materials. 
Preference shall be given to standards reasonably 
consistent w:t.th those of other states. 

3 o Until. one lmndred ei.ghty days after adoption 
of the rowa puilding ·:code by a local government, any 
local building regulations shall continue in effect 
unless repealed. Thereafter, local building 
regulations shall be void :and of no effect, except 
as powers are reserved to the local government in 
section ten (1.0} of this Act.. A building permit 
validly issued pursuant to local building regulations 
within one hundred eighty days after adoption of the 
rowa building code by the local government is valid 
thereafter, and the construction of a building may 
be completed pursuant to and i.n accordance with the 
permit., rn an area of the state which had no building 
regulations or did not require building per.mi.ts, the 
construction of a building started before adoption 
of the rowa building code by the local government 
may be completed without a building permit. 

4.. Until one hundred eighty days after adoption 
of the rowa building code, building codes promulgated 
by a state board, department, commission, or agency 
shall cont~nue in effect unless repealed. Thereafter, 
such building codes shall be void and of no effect. 

5. The building :;code commissioner shall immediately 
notify all local governments of revisions adopted 
as part of the state building code. Unless the local 
government files a request for local variation with 
respect to these revisions within ninety days of the 
date of notification by the commissioner, the local 
government Shall be held responsible for enforcing 
the revisions so adopted. 

Sec. 10. J:~EW SECTION. LOCAL EXEl·lPTIONS. 
1. A local government which, prior to the adoption 

of this Act, has adopted and is enforcing a nationally­
recognized model building code as its building 
ordinance, may apply to the council to be allowed 
to continue to enforce its building .ordinance and 
to be exempted from the provisions of the I:owa building 
code. After approval by the council, .or after final 
decision by the district court in favor·of exempt~on 
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after appeal of an adverse decision by the council, 
the ordinance shall be so exempted. The council shall 
support its decisions on applications with written 
findings in accordance with the provisions of 
subsection two C2r of this section. 

2. The council shall grant an application for 
exemption if it is estaoli~hed to the satisfaction 
q_f the council that: 

a. The ordinance is sufficiently consistent with 
the Iowa :building code. so that its application will 
not substantially reduce statewide or regional 
un~ormity of building codes~ 

b. The ordinance does not unnecessarily 
discriminate against particular technologies, 
techniques, trades, or materials~ 

c. The ordinance does not unnecessarily increase 
the cost of construction in the jurisdiction. 

d. The ordinance is the current edition of a 
nationally recognized model building code. 

e. Enforcement of the ordinance, as it may differ 
from the Iowa building code, is necessary to protect 
the public health, ·safety, and welfare within th.e 
applicable jurisdiction. In determining whether th.e. 
ordinance meets the above requirements, .the council 
shall obtain the advice and counsel of the department: 
of building-~odes. 

3. A decision of the council approving or 
disapproving an application, or.£ailure of the council 
to act within a reasonable time, may be a.ppe.a,le.d to 
the district court. 

4.. If an application is approved, the local 
_government shall thereafter maintain its building 
ordinance up to date. The local government may do 
so by adopting, without change, such improvements, 
amendments, and research findings as may be issued 
by the national model code organization within one 
year of the issuance thereof. I'f the local government 
wishes to amend the nationally recognized model code 
in any other manner, it shall submit the. proposed 
amendment and findings of fact in support thereof 
to the council. The council shall approve the. 
amendment if the local govern1nent establishes to the 
councilts satisfaction that it meets the criteri~ 
set forth in subsection two C2r of this section and 
is necessary to account for.conditions peculiar to 
the jurisdiction. Should an exempted local goverTh~ent 
fail to maintain its code. up to date, _or amend its· 
code. in violati.on of this section, _and :f;ail to remedy 
the situation within a reasonable. time after due 
notice, the council shall revoke the local government~s 
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exemption and the rowa building code Shall be enforced 
in that jur isdicti..on. Any decision of the. council 
approving or disapproving such an amendment or revoking 
a local government~s exemption shall be final for 
purposes of seeking judicial zeview. 

S. A local goveriUllEint whi.ch. has been exempted 
under this section may upon public.notice repeal its 
building ordinance and wi.ll thereafter be covered 
oy the Iowa building code. 

Sec. 11. NEW' SECTION. LOCAL VAIU:ATIONS. A local 
government may propose to the council .variations in 
the Iowa building code for applicati.on wi.thin. its· 
jurisdiction to cover unique local conditions requiring 
special or different building standards. The council 
shall adopt such variations if it is established to 
the council~s satisfaction that: 

1. The proposed variation is sufficiently 
consistent with the Iowa buildi.ng code so that its 
application will not substantially reduce statewide 
uniformity· of building.~odes. 

2. The proposed variation does not discriminate 
against particular technologies, techniques, or 
materials. 

3. The proposed variati.on does not unnecessarily 
increase the cost of construction in the jurisdiction, 

4. The proposed variation does not substantially-. 
reduce the standards of public health., .safety, and 
welfare within the jurisdiction. 

Sec. 12 • NEW SECT :ION • ADl.fiNISTRATION • 
l. I:n areas where local enforcement . .agencies have. 

jurisdiction, the commissioner shall not enforce the 
Iowa building code. In such areas, the local 
enforcement agencies are responsible for the 
examination and approval or disapproval of plans and 
specifications, the issuance and revocation of build~g 
permits, licenses, certificates, and similar documents-, 
and the inspection of buildings pursuant to the 
provisions of the Iowa building code. 

The department of building codes shall enforce. 
the state building code as it applies to all buildings 
constructed by the state or on state property, A 
state agency may contract ~th local enforc~t 
agencies with the approval of the commissioner.±o 
provide the services enumerated in this section. 

2. Within one bnndred eighty days after the 
adoption of the :towa building ;code, a ~ocal .government 
shall create, where necessary·, a local enforcement 
agency and shall employ and designate. a .building 
offic~al as well as code enforcement officer~ deemed 
necessary to ass:ist the enforcement .agency in carryi.ng 
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1 out its functions under this section. The 
2 admini.strative chief of the. local enforcement agency 
3 shall be called the buildLng official. 
4 3. If a local government has not adopted the state 
5 building code, the departmen·t of building codes shall 
6 enforce the state building code as it applies in that 
7 jurisdiction. 
8 4. Local governments shall appoint local appeals 
9 boards to hear appeals brough.t in accordance with 

10 section fifteen (].51, .subsection two (2l of this Act. 
11 Until the boards are established, appeals shall be 
12 heard oy the council. A sufficient number of members 
13 shall be appointed to allow appeals to be heard 
14 promptly :Oy panel.s of not less than three members, 
15 all of whom shal.l be free of conflicts of interest 
16 in the cases JJefore them. A local government shall 
17 be relieved of the duty to appoint local appeals 
18 boards if it establ.ishes to th.e satisfaction of the 
19 council that a sufficient number of qualified people 
20 cannot be found in the jurisdiction or through 
21 cooperation with neighboring jurisdictions. 
22 5. Two or more local governments may establish. 
23 a local enforcement agency or a local appeals board 
24 to serve the.ir jurisdictions, and in this- event they· 
25 shall &~are proportionately the expenses incurred. 
26 S. The department of building codes shall, upon 
27 request, assist a local enforcement agency in such. 

·28 matters as technical assistance, code interpretation; 
29 education, training, personnel, and information 
30 collection and dissemination. 
31 7. Except as otherwise provided in the :towa. 
32 · building code, the construction of a. building shall 
33 not begin until a building pe.rmi.t .is issued. Upon 
34 ~Jbmission of an application to a:~ocal enforcement 
35 agency, if the building proposed to be ere.cted wi.ll 
36 comply with this Act and the Iowa building code., a 
37 permit shall be issued. A local enforcement agency· 
38 may suspend or revoke a building per.mit if the bu,ildi.ng 
39 under construction pursuant thereto does not co:rnply 
40 with this Act or the Iowa building code .. 
41 8.. A local enforcement agency shall periodically 
42 inspect all construction undertaken pursuant to 
43 building permits issued by that agency to assure 
44 compliance with this Act and the Iowa building .code.. 
45 The applicant for a building pe.rmi.t for a building 
4 6 under construction, who shall be the. owner .or his 
47 or her authorized agent, is deemed to have consented 
48 to inspection by a local enforcement agency· by the. 
49 act of apply~ng for a building permit. In addition 
so to other inspections provided for in this Act, an 
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inspection may oe made of any building at any time 
if a local enforcement agency has probable cause to 
believe that a condition hazardous to life or property 
exists. ·rf a building :is found not to comply with 
the rewa building code, to the exte.nt that it is 
hazardous to ·life or property, the. local enforcement 
agency· Shall notify the permittee in writing to bring 
the building into compliance with the Iowa building 
code so it ~1 no longer be hazardous to life or 
property, or to secure it from entry or both. I:f 
the p~ttee fails to comply with the notification, 
the local enforcement agency shall revoke the permit. 

9~ A building constructed after the effective 
date of the I·owa building code shall not be used or 
occupied until a certificate of occupancy bas been 
issued. Upon submission of an application for a 
certificate of occupancy to a local enforcement agency, 
a certificate of occupancy shall be issued if the. 
building to which the application pertains has been 
constructed in accordance with the building permit, 
the :Cowa building code, and other applicable laws 
and ordinances. 

Sec.. 13 • NEW SECTION. RESERVAT:tON OF LOCAL ZONING 
AND RELATED POWERS~ 

1. Except as provided by or pursuant to titi.s Act, 
land use zone requirements, building setback 
requirements, side and rear yard requirements, site 
development, and property line requi.rements are 
specifically and entirely reserved to local government. 

2. The council shall establish classifications 
of fire zones. Local governments shall establish 
precise boundaries for fire zones within their 
jurisdictions. 

Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. FEES. 
l. The council shall establish a schedule of fees 

for the functions performed by the council and the 
commissioner in connection with the-administration 
and enforcement of this Act and publish it ::in the. 
rewa building code. The amount of the fees shall 
be based, to the extent reasonable, on the. cost of 
performing functions undertaken pursuant to this Act. 
Such fees Shall be deposited in the state general 
fund. 

2. Each local government may establish. a schedule 
of fees for the functions performed by the. local 
enforc~~ent agency in connection with the enforcement 
of thi.s Act. Local fees shall apply to state-owned 
oui.ldings and state. construction within the. .local 
jurisdiction. SUch fee.s shall be deposited in the. 
local governmentts general fund. 
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Sec. 15. NE\i SECTION. APPEALS._ 
l. :The ·council :shall. pJZamptl~ hea.~ a.na .. decide. 

appeals I'>rough.t ny- any person or pa.:r:tr i.n. :a.n inc:h.'vidual 
capacity-, or on behalf of a class of persons- or 
parties, .affected by any- rule.. or decision made pursuant 
to th.is Act. Pinal dec.isi:.ons :Oy- the council .are. 
reviewaBle on appeal to the district court. 

2 .. Prior to appeal to the council, _appeals of 
decisions or ruli:ngs of a local enforceiJ)e.n.t agency 
shall be neard :Oy the appropriate. local appeals board. 
U tl'J..ere is no local appeals board for the. 
jurisdi.ct:ion, appeals shall be taken directl)!" to the. 
council.. 

Sec. 16".. NEt-T SECTION. I:NJUNCTIVE RELIEF. Th.e 
comm..issioner or the local enforcement agencies may 
obtain injunctive. relief from any court of cOIIlpe.te.nt 
jurisdiction to enjoin the. occupancy other than owner­
occupancy, erection, al te.ration, or installation of 
any :Ou.ild.ing covered by this Act, or to enjoin the 
sale, delivery, use., occupancy, erection, .alterati.on, . 
or installation of any factory bull t structure covered 
by this Act, upon an affidavit specifying :±he. man-
ner in whi.ch the. building does not conform to the 
requirements of this Act or the rewa bu.ildi.ng· code. 

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. PENALTIES. 
. 1.. A party who fai.ls to comply with the. provisions 
of this Act or of the state building code wi.thi.n a 
reasonable time of notification of the v~olation shall 
be subject to a fine of not more than one hundred 
dollars for each offense. 

2. A separate violation is deemed to have occurred 
with respect to each building not in compliance. witn 
the Act or the I·owa building code.. 

Sec. 18. Section one. hundred point one. tlan~ll, 
subsection four (41, paragraph d, and subse.ct:i:.on f.ive. 
(5}, Code 1977, are amended to read as follows: 

d. ~he-e-+.ee~£e-w~:i:~a...~tl-fi.ea-e~,.,-~-d-:ad~~ 
Adequate means of ex~t in case. of fire, from chnrches, 
schoo-ls, hotels, theaters, .amphitheaters, asylUillS:, 
hospitals, health care facilities as defined::i.n section 
135C.l, college buildings, lodge halls, public meeting 
places, and all other structures in whi.ch persons 
congregate. from time to time, whether publ~cly or 
privately owned~. 

s.. To promulgate. fire safety regulations. The 
state. fire marshal shall have. exclusive. right .to 
promulgate. f.ire. safety regulations as theY. apply to 
enforce . .--ne.nt or inspection requ.iremen.ts :Oy the. state. 
f.ire. marsflal, :Out sucli re.gulat.ions shall be. promulgated 
only after puBlic hearing.. Wherever ::by any statute.· 
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1 the fire marshal or .the. depart:ItJent o~ public sa.te..tx· 
2 i.s autl'lori.zed or required to prOIIJ.ulgate.., _p:toclainJ, . 
3 or amend rules and min.ilnum :;standard~ regarding fire. · 
4 nazards or f:t.re safety or .. protection in any 
5 e.sta5lisfmient, :Bu:.tldin.g .or structure., such. rules- and 
6 standards s::l':l.all promote and enforce. fire. safety, f:.tre. 
7 prote.ct:.ton, and tiie. el Unina. ti.on of fire. hazat"ds: as 
8 the same may relate. to tl1e. use.;- and occupancy aea. 
9 ~lb-ieft. of such. :OUild:.tngs r e.stabli.shments, or 

10 structures. ~~~~~ea~&~%3:--.i:ft.e-~e;-
11 ~-e-~e--fte'b~-~a.-.ee--r-~eee~e~~~ft~7~~· 
12 &.ea-b~-~ft.'bi-~~oe*a~~ftt-ee-ft~ei!~~~eaS'J' 
13 These rules and standards shall relate to entrances 
14 and exits, and all other physical cond~t~ons of tne 
15 bui.ld.ing which. may· affect fue hazards, . ..safety.L ar 
16 protection. Such rules and minimum standards shall 
17 be in substantial compliance ~~ tha standards of 
18 the Nat~onal Fire Protection Association relating 
19 to fire safety and fire hazards which threaten life. 
20 as published in the national fire codes. · · · · 
21 Sec. l9. Section one hundred four point two 
22 (l04.2I, Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 
23 104.2 SCOPE OF CHAPTER. The provisions of thi.s 
24 chapter Shall not apply to any facili.ty ±nstalled 
25 m any Sllgle private dwellllg residence.,. to facilities 
26 subject to regulation under r.D.R~ (1973 and 
2 7 supplements} , chapter 26 of the. bureau of labor rule.s-
28 (regulation 29 C.F.R. 1926.5521, to manlifts subject 
29 to regulation under chapter 88 or to fac~1iti.es over 
30 which an agency of the federal government :is asserting 
31 similar enforcement jurisd~ction. Provisi.ons of this 
32 chapter supersede simi.lar provisions contained in 
33 building codes of this state or any subdivision 
3 4 thereo~, except as provided in section one hnndred · 
35 four point three (l04.3I of the Code. 
36 Sec. 20. Section one hundred four point three 
3 7 U 0 4 • 3} , subsection one 0. I , Code. 19 77 , i.s cwe.nded 
38 to read as follows: 
39 104.3 PROMULGAT::CON OF RULES. 
40 l. The cormnissioner may adopt rules governing 

--41 maintenance;--ee-ft~~l:te'b!i:eft7-al-!1:~~;--afte~~~ail:~~i.ett: 
42 e~--re-e~~ and tb.e inSpection and te.sti.ng of new-
4 3 and existing installations as necessary to provide. 
44 for the pulllic safety., and to protect the. publi.c 
45 welfare'! 
46 The building code. council may, with the. concurrence. 
4 7 of the commiss:i.oner, ado t · ·amend or· re eal rul-eS 
48 providing -or construction of new-· ·f-ac'· i.ti;e.S ·and -
49. alteration 'Of existing faci:li.ties·~ -··These rules: shall· · 

-50 Be a part of· the -state building :code,· : · ' ' 

L .J 



H-3114 

1 Amend House File 75 b~ striking everything after 
the enacting clause and ~nserting in lieu thereof the fn llnt..r.; .,..,,...,. • 
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The co~ssioner shall adopt, amend, or repeal 

rules pursuant to chapter 17A as he deems necessary 
for the execution of hi.s duties under th.i.s chapter, 
whi.ch shall include, but not oe limited to, rules 
providing for: 

a. Classifications of types of facilities. 
b. Maintenance1 inspection, testing, and operation 

of the various classes of facilities~ 
e-:-......--ee~~-~f1:eb~e-rt-e:§.-.fiew--~e:::i-£.b±es-:­
cl·;-·---.?d:·-e~at£en--of-.~E:.sb~~-f.aef.Hb~es";' 
e c. Hini. .. -nw-n safety requirements for all existing 

facilities. 
~ d~ Control or prevention of access to facilities 

or dormant facilities. 
~ e. The reporting of accidents and injuries 

arising from the use of facilities'!. 
h f. The specification of hearing and appeal pro .... 

cedures used by the co~~issioner. 
~ 51.· Qualifications for obtaining an inspec·torts 

license. 
1 h. The adoption of procedures for the issuance 

of variances~ 
k: i. The amount of fees charged and collected 

for inspection, permits, and lica~ses'!. 
Sec. 21. Secti.on one. hundred th i·r ty-.f ive. po :tnt 

eleven (135.11), Code 1977, is amended by striking 
subsections seven (71 and eight (81. · 

· Sec. 22. Section one hundred thi.rty-.five. D point 
five (135D.S}, unnumbered paragraph three. .G3I, Code. 
1977, is amended to read as follo-o;-rs: 

1ihen the application is received by the. state 
deparb~ent of health, it shall promptly cause tha 
mobile home park and appurtenances thereto to be 
inspected. ~rnen such inspection and report has been 
made and the state deparb~e.nt of health finds that 
all requirements of this chapterL end such. conditions 
of health and safety as th:.=. stat,e. departm~nt of health 
may require, and the requirements of the s·tate building 
code have been met by the applicant, the stata 
department of health shall forthwith issue. such annual 
primary license in the name of the sta. te. 

Sec. 23. Section one. hundred _th.irty-.five D point 
fifteen (l35D.l5l, Code 1977, is amended to read as 
follm.;>s: 

135D.l5 SEJ\SONA.L OPERATION, :t:e any applicant 
for a mobile. home park license. desires to operate 
such mobile home park only during the. months· from 
!-lay- :b- first to October ±- first,· .they shall pa.y onl~t 
one--li.alf of the anove-:me.nti.cme.a. annual license.. fee. 
If in the opinion of the. state department of he.altli. · 
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Pace 2 
· 1J construction located in a governmental sutdivision 

2 which has adopted either the state building code or 
3 local building regulations and to all new construction 
4 in the state \·Therever located which will contain more 
5 than fifty thousand cubic feet of enclosed space 
6 except buildings used primarily for agricultural 
7 purposes. 
8 b. Provisions of the state building code 
9 establishing lighting efficiency standards shall be 

10 applicable to all new construction owned by the state, 
11 an agency of the state or a political su~division 
12 of the state. 
13 Sec. 5. Section one hundred three A point nineteen 
14 (103A.19), Code 1977, is amended by adding the 
15 following new unn~~ered paragraph: 
16 NE\'1 UNNm.~.BERED Pl~P.AGP..APH. Plans and specifications 
17 for all new construction of buildings containing in 
18 excess of fifty thousand cubic feet of enclosed space 
19 except buildings used primarily for agricultural 
20 purposes shall be reviewed by a registered architect 
21 or a registered engineer for compliance with applicable 
22 thernal a~d lighting efficiency standards. A statement 
23 that the review has been made shall be signed and 
24 sealed by the registered architect or recristered 
25 engineer and filed with.the commissionerJprior to 
26 the com.rnencement of construction." 

H-3114 FILED~~'""'--<--' BY COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 4/; (f 1 ;7.z.) 
Y.t..i\RCH 1, 1977 ~~ :;~91', O'HALLORAN of Blackhawk, 3~c~~~'ft:.G"' 1 

· 
.331<//.?a,(,l 3~o4AAI Chair 

HOUSE FILE 75 

H-3465 
1 Amend amendment H-3114 to House File 75 by 
2 striking on page 2, line 3, the words "local build-
3 ing regulations" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
4 words "a local building code or compilation of 
5 requirements for building constructionn. 

H-3465 FILED, ADOPTED BY WELDEN of Hardin 
APRIL 1, 1977 (fl. ,;7t) O'HALLORAN of Black Hawk 

VARLEY of Adair 



p .. _ 

HOOSE FILE 75 

H-3292 

1 Amend Committee on Energy amendment H-3114 to 
2 House File 75 as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, line 20, b~inserting after the word 
4 "purposes" the words "andjex9ep~ for single family 
5 dwellings". 

H-3292 FILED -d~ ~y 
~~CH 16, 1977 ·~ 33 ~~ ·~0 

HARVE~ of Scott 
HUSAK of Ta.ma 
HARBOR of Hills 
CLARK ofLee 

BOUSE FILE 75 

H-3288 
1 Amend amendment H-3114, to House File 75, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 30 and 31 and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the words "cooling 
5 syste en 

6 2. Page 2, by striking lines 16 through 26. 

H-3288 FILED -t'~f 3f1 BY JUNKER of Woodbury­
MARCH 16 1977 (n?-'Z?<t) 
"'J{,..~~' ./ti -~~ t3 .;,.~7 (6co) 

" ...--~ &_ <f;; (i! 7z.) 

H-3279 

1 Amend amendment H-3114 to House File 75 as 
2 follot<Ws: 

3 1. Page 2, line 3 by striking the words "local 
4 building regulations .. and inserting in lieu thereof 
5 the words "a local building code" • 

H-3279 FILED-%~...Z.~ ·BY WELDEN of Hardin 
MARCH 15, 1977 ..,L/(//7°) 

( 

( 

I 

It 
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HOUSE FILE 75 

H-3053 

1 Amend House File 75 by striking everything after 
2 the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof 
3 the following: 

1--•; nsection 1. Section one hundred three A point 
j seven (103A.7), unnumbered paragraph two (2), Code 
6 1977, is amended by adding the following new sub-
7 section: 
8 NEW SUBSECTION. Energy conservation including 
9 thermal and l~ghting efficiency standards for build-

10 ings intended for human occupancy. The commissioner 
11 shall consult with the energy policy council in prom-
12 ulgating energy conservation standards. 
13 Sec. 2. Section one hundred three A point ten 
1~ (103A.10), Code 1977, is amended by adding the follow-
15 ing new subsection: 
16 NEW SUBSECTION. Provisions of the state building 
17 code establishing thermal efficiency standards shall 
18 be applicable to all new construction owned by the 
19 state, an agency of ~~e state, or a political subdi-
20 vision of the state or which is located in a politi-
21 cal subdivision which has adopted a building code, 
22 even if the building code adopted by ~~e political 
23 subdivision is not the state building code. Provi-
2~ sions of the state building code establishing lighting 
25 efficiency standards shall be applicable to all new 
26 construction owned by ~~e state, an agency of the 
27 state or a colitical subdivision of the state. In 
28 areas not c~vered by a state or local building code, 
~9 plans and specifications for any new building except 
JQ buildings used primarily for agricultural purposes, 
31 which contain more th~~ fifty thousand cubic feet 
32 of enclosed space shall be certified by a registered 
33 engineer or a registered architect to meet energy 
3~ conservation standards cromulcrated oursuant to section 
35 one (1) of this Act and.shallJbear the signature of 
36 and be sealed by the registered architect or registered 
37 engineer. Notice of the certification shall be filed 
38 with the commissioner within thirty days following 
39 the certification. The commissioner may exempt new 
qo construction from any energy conservation standards 
41 promulgated pursuant to section one (1) of this Act 
~2 if the new construction will not incorporate a heating 
~3 or cooling system or if the new construction will 
~4 use a minimal amount of energy or if the commissioner 
qs determines that the standards are unreasonable in 
46 a given situation. Notwithstanding the definition 
47 in subsection fifteen (15) of section one hundred 
48 three A point three (103A.3) of ~~~ Code "constructionn 
49 as used in this subsection is limited to the erection 
50 of new buildings or factory-built structures and to 

H-3053 
Page 2 

1 the erection of additions to existing buildings or 
factory-built structures construction of which has 

3 not been commenced prior to January 1, 1978, and does 
4 not include renovations or repairs. 
5 Sec. 3. This Act is effective January 1, 197a.n 

H-3053 FILED-#~J~7 BY COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
FEBRUARY 17, 1977 U7r.J O'HALLORAN of Black Hawk, 

Chair 
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Briles 

Passed House, Date J...e-= ~ Passed Senate, Date f-.:l~-77 ((-1/'t7) 

Vote: Ayes Nays __ ··::c.. Vote: Ayes_;;J Nays 7 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

An 

BE 

A BILL FOR 
Act providing for the promulgation of energy efficiency 

standards for buildings and factory built structures in the 
" 

state building code. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBI,Y OF THE STATE OF IOI-'JA: 

~~~~ 

~~ ;t/~(d..,;.....~ t/~/ l.f~, v~/ ¢~ s-!tt:(.2.o79) 
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1 SGction 1. Section one hundred three A point three 

2 {103A. 3l, Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new 

3 subsection; 

4 NEW SUBSECTI:ON. ••·Ne.w constructionn means construction 

5 of buildings and factory-built structures which is commenced 

6 on or after January 1, 1978. Notwithstanding the definition 

7 in subsection fifteen (15) of section one hundred three A 

8 2oint three Cl03A. 3J of the Code, when the term "new 

9 construction" appears in this chapter, nconstruction" is 

10 limited to the erection, reconstruction or conversion of a 

11 building or factory-built structure and additions to buildings 

12 or factory-built structures and does not include renovations 

13 or repairs. 

14 Sec. 2. Section one hundred three A point seven Cl03A. 7) , 

15 unnumbered paragraph two (21, Code 1977, is amended by adding 

16 the following new subsection: 

17 NEW SUBSECTION. The conservation of energy through thermal 

18 and lighting efficiency standards for buildings intended for 

19. human occupancy or use. 

20 Sec. 3. Section one hundred three A point eight (l03A. BL, 
21 Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new subsection: 

22 NEW SUBSECTION. Limit th.e application of thermal e.fficiency· 

23 standards for energy conservation to new construction which. 

24 will incorporate a heating or cooling system. The corrunissioner 

25may exempt any new construction from thermal e.fficiency 

26 standards for energy conservation if the commissioner 

27 determines that the standards are unreasonable. as they· apply· 

28 to a particular building or class of buildings. Lighting 

29 efficiency standards sh.all recognize variations in lighting 

30 intensities required for the various· tasks performed within 

3lthe building. The commissioner shall consult with the energy 

322olicy council regarding standards for energy conservation 

33prior to the promulgation of the standards. 

34 Sec. 4. Section one hundred three A point ten (l03A.'!.l0), 

35Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new subsection: 

-1-

.. 
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1 c\JEW SUBSE.CTION. ~-lotwi thstanding the provisions o:e 

2 subsection one Cl I of section one hundred three A. point twenty-

3 two (l03A..22f of the Code: 

4 a. Provisions of the state. building code establishing 

5 thermal efficiency energy conservation standards shall be 

6 applicable to all new construction owned by the state, an 

7 agency of the state or a political subdivision of the state, 

8 to all new construction located in a governmental subdivision 

9 which has adopted either the state building code or a local 

10 building code or compilation of requirements for building 

11 construction and to all new construction in the state wherever 

12 located which will contain more than one hundred thousand 

13 cubic feet of enclosed space except buildings used primarily 

14 for agricultural purposes. 

15 b. Provisions of the state building code establishing 

16 lighting efficiency standards shall be applicable to all new 

17 construction owned by the state, an agency o:e the state or 

18 a political subdivision of the state and to all new 

19. construction, in the state, of buildings which are open to 

20 the general public during normal business hours. 

21 Sec. 5. Section one hundred three A. point ninete.en. 

22 (103A.l9), Code 1977, is amended by adding the followi:ng new· 

23 unnumbered paragraph: 

2 4 :;;rJ;;;E;;W;;;,;;;;:U;:;N;:N;:U;;;;M;;;B;;E;;;RE;;;;;:.:::D=P:::A;;;·R;;::;A;;G;;:R;;:,A.P;;;;;;;H;::;;,•· ____ T_h_e_s..:;p~e_c_l. ... · f~i_c..,a_t_i_o_n_s_. _f_o_r __ a~l ~ 
25. buildings to be constructed after the et:fective date of this: 

26 Act and which exceed a total volume of l 00, 00 0 cubic feet 

27 shall be reviewed by a registered archi_tect or registered 

28 engineer for compliance with applicable energy ef:eiciency 

29 standards. A. statement that a review has been accomplished 

30and that the design is in compliance with the energy efficiency 

31 standards shall be signed and sealed by the responsible 

32 registered archi.tect or registered engineer. This statement 

33 shall be filed with the conunissioner prior to cons-truction. 

34 Buildings which are to be used primarily for agricultural 

35 purposes shall be exempt from the requirement o:e thi-:s se.ction. 

-2-
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1 If the specifications relating to energy efficiency for a 

2 specific structure have been a.pproved, additional buildings 

3 may be constructed from those same plans and specifications 

4 without need of further approval if construction be.gins within 

5 five CSl years of the date of approval. Alterations of a 

6 structure which has been previously approved shall not require 

7 a review because of these changes, provided the basic structure 

8 remains unchanged. 

9 EXPLANATION 

10 This bill requires the state. building code.. commissioner 

11 to promulgate energy efficiency standards for buildings and 

12 factory built structures as part of the state building code. 

13 The standards would apply to all new buildings· in the state. 

14 constructed after January 1, 1978 and to all additions to 

15 existing buildings made after that date.. Other provisions: 

16 of the building code are applicable. only to state. owned 

17 buildings, all factory built structures and to other buildings 

18 and structures located in a governmental subdivision which 

19. chooses to adopt the code. An existing building or factory 

20 built structure is defined as including those buildings or 

21 structures for which engineering and archi.te.ctural plans· have. 

22 been finalized as of January 1, 1978 (which gives the 

23 commissioner six months to promulgate standardsl. The bill 

24 does not affect renovations to existing buildings. Energy 

25. standards shall be administered and enforced by· the. 

26 corruuissioner but local administration and enforcement shall 

27 be used whenever possiole. 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
ON HOUSE FILE 75 

To the President of t..'le Senate. and. the Speaker of the House 

of Representatives: 

We, the undersigned ma~bers of t..'le conference committee 

appointed to co~sider t'le differences between t'1.e Senate and 

the House of Representatives on House Pile 75, a bill for 

an Act providing for t..'le promulgation of energy efficiency 

standards for buildings and factory built structures in the 

state building code, respectfully make the following re?ort:_ 

1. That ~'le Senate recede from its arnen~~ent H-3794 to 

House File 75 as amended, passed and reprinted by the House. 

2. That House File 75, as amended; passed and reprinted 

by the House be amended as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 24, by inserting after the word "system." 

the words "Air exchange fans- designed to provide ventilation 

shall not be considered a cooli."1g system." 

2. Page 1 , line 25, by striking the '>vord ";:::2y" and 

inserting in lieu thereof the word "shall". 

3. Page 1, line 28, by inserting after the word "buildings 11 

the words "including farm buildings for livestock use". 

4. Page 2, by striking lines 11 t~rough 14 and inserting 

in lieu thereof the words "construction and to all ot..;.er new 

construction in the state which will contain more than one 

hundred thousand cubic feet.of enclosed space that is heated 

or cooled." 

5. Page 2, line 26, by· striking the \\•ords and numerals 

"100,000 cli!:)ic feet" and inserting in lieu thereof t!:le words 

"one h~<dred thousand cubic feet of enclosed space that is 

he a ted or coo led". 

6. Page 2, by striking lines 3~dJS. --------- -----~--------------l 

ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE: 

ARLO HULLINGER, CHAIR 
ROLLIN K. HOWELL 
HERBERT C. HINKHOUSE. -~~ 
ANDREW VARLEY oPrr-

1
) 

COOPER EVANS f.}~ ~ :p f, f l 
~~5 (&· FILED 

y 17, 1977 

ON THE PART OF THE SENATE: 

JAMES V. GALLAGHER, CHAIR 
JOHN SCOTT -~ 
LOUIS P. CULVER ~~) 
JAMES E. BRILES ~ I~ 
RICHARD R . RJ:...MS EY 't; .5 (;) ( f . 

I 



SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 75 

H-3794 

1 Amend House File 75, as· amended, passed and 
reprinted by the House as follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

1. Page 2, lines 13 and 14, by striking the words 
"used primarily for agricultural purposes" and 
inserting in lieu thereof t.,_e words "where the heating 
or cooling system is designed to heat or cool an 
enclosed area of less t.,_an one nundred thousand cubic feet". 

2. Page 2, line 20, by striking the words "during 
normal business hours". 

3. Page 2, by striking lines 34 and 35 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: "Buildings 
having a heating or cooling system designed to heat 
or cool an enclosed area of less than one hundred 
thousand cubic feet are exempt from the requirement 
of this section.". 

H-3794 FILED 
RECEIVED FROM SENATE 
APRIL 27, 1977 

HOUSE FILE 75 
H-3917 

l 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

Amenc .the Senate amendment H-3794 to Hot:se 
File 75 as amendec, passec, and reprinted by the 
House as follows: 

1. ?age 1, line 8, by st::-iking line 8 ~~d 
inserting in lieu t.'lereof the words "feet, or farm 
buildings used p::-ima::-ily for ag::-icul tural purposes." 

2. Page 1, line 15, by inserting after the 
word "feet" the words ", or farm buildings used 
primarily for ag::-icultural purposes,". 

H-3917 FILED -11-.-< .. 4? .• .i .. ~...._ BY PERKINS of Greene 
MAv 2 1 a - - s~ (,_, ,. ;] 9 "' J ~ , -.-I I ;r 



HOUSE FILE 75 
S-3432 

1 Amend House File 75 as amended, passed and 
reprinted by ·the House as follows: 2 

3 
4 1. Page 2, line 20, by striking the words 

"~uring normal business hours~. 

S-3432 FILED & ADOPTED(p-119 7) BY RICHARD R. RAMSEY 
APRIL 26, 1977 

S-3433 HOUSE FILE 75 

1 Amend House File 75 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, lines 13 and 14, by striking the words 
4 "used primarily for agricultural purposes" and inserting 
5 in lieu thereof the words "where the heating or cooling 
6 system is designed to heat or cool an· enclosed area of 
7 less than one hundred thousand cubic feet~ . 

. 8 2. Page 2, by striking lines 34 and 35, and 
·9 inserting in lieu thereof the following: ~Buildings 

10 having a heating or cooling system designed to heat or 
11 cool an enclosed area of less than one hundred thousand 
12 cubic feet are exempt for _the requirement of this section.~ 

~(j-'~">o) 
S-3433 FILED & ADOPTED (;.!1-77) BY RICHARD R. RAMSEY 
APRIL 26, 1977 



Date Prepared: 
Requested by: 

HOUSE FILE 75 
FISCAL NOTE 

April 25, 1977 
Senator Gallagher 

Prepared in regard to House File 75, An Act providing 
for the promulgation of energy efficiency standards 
for building and factory built structures-in the state 
building code. 

Following is the fiscal effect in dollars of the legislative proposal as 
required by Joint Rule 16. 

House File 75 requires the state building code commissioner to promulgate 
energy efficiency standards for buildings and factory built structures as 
part of the state building code. The standards would apply to all new buildings 
in the state constructed after January 1, 19i8 and all additions to existing 
buildings made after that date. Other provisions of the building code are 
applicable only to-state owned buildings, all factory built structures and to 
other buildings and structures located in a governmental subdivision which 
chooses to adopt the code. An existing building or factory built structure 
is defined as including those buildings or structures for which engineering 
and architectural plans have been finalized as of January 1, 1978 (which gives 
the commissioner six months to promulgate standards). The bill does not 
affect renovations to existing buildings. Energy standards shall be admin­
istered and enforced by the commissioner but local administration and enforce­
ment shall be used whenever possible. 

The total estimated first-year cost of this proposal would be $77,000. 
Estimated cost for second year and subsequent years would be $45,000 per year. 

It should be noted that the Energy Policy Council will apply for federal 
funds through Public Law 94-163 and through proposed HUD grants in Public 
Law 94-335 and if received will reduce the amount required. 

Source: State Building Code Commissioner 

FILED 
APRIL 26, 1977 

GERRY RANKIN 



• 
HOUSE FILE 75 

AN ACT 

PROVIDING FOR THE PROMULGATION OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

STANDARDS FOR BUILDINGS AND FACTORY-BUILT STRUCTURES 

IN THE STATE BUILDING CODE. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section one hundred three A point three 

(103A.3), Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new 

subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. "New construction" means construction 

of buildings and factory-built structures which is commenced 

on or after January 1, 1978. Notwithstanding the definition 

in subsection fifteen (15) of section one hundred three A 

point three (103A.3) of the Code, when the term "new 

construction" appears in this chapter, "construction" is 

limited to the erection, reconstruction or conversion of a 

building or factory-built structure and additions to buildings 

or factory-built structures and does not include renovations 

or repairs. 

Sec. 2. Section one hundred three A point seven (103A.7), 

unnumbered paragraph two (2), Code 1977, is amended by adding 

the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. The conservation of energy through thermal 

and lighting efficiency standards for buildings intended for 

human occupancy or use. 

Sec. 3. Section one hundred three A point eight (103A.8), 

Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. Limit the application of thermal efficiency 

standards for energy conservation to new construction which 

will incorporate a heating or cooling system. Air exchange 

fans designed to provide ventilation shall not be considered 

a cooling system. The commissioner shall exempt any new 

\ construction from thermal efficiency standards for energy 

conservation if the commissioner determines that the standards 

e 

,.'J~· 

e 

House File 75, P. 2 

are unreasonable as they apply to a particular building or 

class of buildings including farm buildings for livestock 

use. Lighting efficiency standards shall recognize variations 

in lighting intensities required for the various tasks 

performed within the building. The commissioner shall consult 

with the energy policy council regarding standards for energy 

conservation prior to the promulgation of the standards. 

Sec. 4. Section one hundred three A point ten (103A.10), 

Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. Notwithstanding the provisions of 

subsection one (1) of section one hundred three A point twenty­

two (103A.22) of the Code: 

a. Provisions of the state building code establishing 

thermal efficiency energy conservation standards shall be 

applicable to all new construction owned by the state, an 

agency of the state or a political subdivision of the state, 

to all new construction located in a governmental subdivision 

which has adopted either the state building code or a local 

building code or compilation of requirements for building 

construction and to all other new construction in the state 

which will contain more than one hundred thousand cubic feet 

of enclosed space that is heated or cooled. 

b. Provisions of the state building code establishing 

lighting efficiency standards shall be applicable to all new 

construction owned by the state, an agency of the state or 

a political subdivision of the state and to all new 

construction, in the state, of buildings which are open to 

the general public during normal business hours. 

Sec. 5. Section one hundred three A point nineteen 

(103A.19), Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new 

unnumbered paragraph: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The specifications for all 

buildings to be constructed after the effective date of this 

Act and which exceed a total volume of one hundred thousand 

cubic feet of enclosed space that is heated or cooled shall 

be reviewed by a registered architect or registered engineer 

for compliance with applicable energy efficiency standards. 

,._.i~," I ,,, 
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House File 75, P. 3 

A statement that a review has been accomplished and that the 

design is in compliance with the energy efficiency standards 

shall be signed and sealed by the responsible registered 

architect or registered engineer. This statement shall be 

filed with the commissioner prior to construction. If the 

specifications relating to energy efficiency for a specific 

structure have been approved, additional buildings may be 

constructed from those same plans and specifications without 

need of further approval if construction begins within five 

years of the date of approval. Alterations of a structure 

which has been previously approved shall not require a review 

because of these changes, provided the basic structure remains 

unchanged. 

DALE M. COCHRAN 
Speaker of the House 

ARTHUR A. NEU 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 75, Sixty-seventh General Assembly. 

Approved ~t 23 

!I 

ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

DAVID L. WRAY 
Chief Clerk of the House 
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